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Opioid Prescriptions Issued by Veterinarians That 
Were Dispensed by U.S. Retail Pharmacies

2017

Number of prescriptions 728,223

Percent of all opioid prescriptions 0.34%

Source: IQVIA National Prescription Audit. Data Extracted January 31, 2018.

For context, total opioid prescriptions by all prescribers are over 214 MILLION.
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Market Dynamics of Major Companion Animal Segments (In $ Units) 
September 2014 - August 2018
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Data from Animalytix LLC with support and collaboration from the American Veterinary Distributors Association
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Consumption Dynamics of Common Opioids Used In the Veterinary Hospital 
Environment (In Units) 
September 2014 - August 2018
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Consumption Dynamics of Opioids Potentially Dispensed From the Veterinary 
Hospital Environment (In Units)* 
September 2014 - August 2018

*Alprazolam and phenobarbital are not opioids but included for comparison.
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PDMPs: Challenges

• Querying the system

• Animal identification

• Owner identification

• Veterinary identifiers

• Electronic reporting

• Electronic prescribing
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Other Efforts to Respond to Epidemic

• Research

• Reporting drug shoppers 

• Limitations on prescriptions

• Labeling and identification of opioids 

• Take-back programs and disposal

• Taxes on opioids

• BOP involvement in veterinary practice
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What we’re doing: 


