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From: Garrett Abbott <   
Sent: Friday, February 14, 2020 3:19 PM 
To: House Finance <House.Finance@akleg.gov> 
Subject: Supplemental Budget and Medicaid 
 
To the Members of the House Finance Committee, 
 
My name is Ghert Abbott.  I am a resident of Ketchikan and a lifelong Alaskan.  I am writing to you today 
concerning the importance of fully funding the state's Medicaid system.  Alaskan Medicaid is not only 
essential to providing healthcare for many Alaskan families, it is also essential for maintaining healthcare 
options across rural Alaska, where medical practitioners must contend with higher operating costs and 
fewer customers.  Therefore, permanent reductions in Medicaid spending would not just harm those 
who personally rely upon the program, but significantly lower the quality of life for a broad spectrum of 
Alaskans.  When the Governor vetoed the funding for Medicaid's dental coverage, Ketchikan saw a 
reduction in the number of practitioners offering dental coverage, as they simply could not afford to 
operate in our town without the broad base provided by their Medicaid customers.  As Ketchikan is one 
of the larger rural communities, the impact elsewhere must have been truly savage. 
 
I implore the committee to provide Alaska's medicaid system with all the funding it requires. 
 
Ghert Abbott, 

 
Ketchikan, AK 
99901 
From: Kelly Chapman   
Sent: Friday, February 14, 2020 2:14 PM 
To: House Finance <House.Finance@akleg.gov> 
Subject: HB234 Public Testimony 
 
Attached is my public comments on HB234. 
 
Thank you- 
Kelly Chapman 
 
February 14, 2020 
To: House Finance Committee Members 
From: Kelly Chapman 
RE: Public Comment HB234 
 
Thank you all for your hard work on our State’s budget.  I would just like to see more done for the Alaska 
Marine Highway System.  It’s a shame the AMHS has been mismanaged for years, and the need for 
maintenance on the ferries was not presented clearly to Legislators. If you could make funds available 
for municipalities that are not receiving service, as either or reimbursement or paying for charter 
service.   
I currently reside in Juneau, relocated from Pelican just a little over two years ago.  I was the city clerk of 
Pelican for six years and am still a Pelican homeowner. The ferry service to Pelican is very important to 
me and the members of the community. Pelican does not have an airport.  Pelican was a choice as a 
place to build a home.  At the time that choice was made, it was with the knowledge ferry service was 



available and had been in place for 35+ years.  Pelican now has been receiving ferry service for 45 years. 
During the Spring, Summer, and Fall months the float plane service to Pelican is quite full moving lodge 
clients and their fish.  Trying to fit just groceries that normally come on the ferry onto float planes is not 
going to work.  Seaplanes does not have a cooler and this winter went to taking only frozen or dry 
goods.  Families need a way to receive chill products too. The lack of service to Pelican during the busy 
time, will be devastating to the community.  Given the current state of the septic tanks, it is also very 
much a health and sanitation issue. The septic trucks to pump out the tanks come and go on the ferry.  If 
the tanks are not pumped they overflow into the inlet. The town’s main road is a boardwalk.  Boardwalk 
planks often need to be replaced.  You cannot get a load of boardwalk planks on a float plane.  You 
cannot transport oxygen bottles for the EMS/Fire Squad on a floatplane. The list goes on and on.  
I am in support of capping the PFD at $1,000 to help fund state services. Thank you for your 
consideration.  
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Francesca A <   
Sent: Friday, February 14, 2020 1:11 PM 
To: House Finance <House.Finance@akleg.gov> 
Cc: Rep. Colleen Sullivan-Leonard <Rep.Colleen.Sullivan-Leonard@akleg.gov> 
Subject: Public testimony HB 234 
 
 
 Dear House Finance Committee,  
 
I am not in support of HB 234.   
 
The PFD is not revenue for State Budget.  We Alaskans own the PFD and it’s resources. We are 
the source of government.  Follow traditional statutory law.  The PFD should not be included in 
the budgeting  as revenue funds.   No changes the PFD without a vote of the People.  Enough 
is enough.   
 We should not have any bills  that are going against the PFD traditional statutory law.  If you 
want to change that put it up to a vote by the people who own it.   
 
I do not consent to theft of our PFD  royalties.   Return our withheld royalties.  Follow 
traditional statutory law.  Law makers should not be law breakers.   
 
I oppose HB 234  
No deficit budget.  
We want a vote.  
 
 
Francesca Allegrezza  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
 
 



 
From: Johann Timmers <Johann.Timmers@akleg.gov>  
Sent: Friday, February 14, 2020 3:40 PM 
To: House Finance <House.Finance@akleg.gov> 
Subject: Charles McKee HB 234 Testimony 
 
I sent testimony earlier today and omitted to mention what house bill it was for. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Johann Timmers 
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