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Sponsor Statement | HB 142: Eligibility of Alaska Native organizations to operate Alaska Native
family assistance programs

House Bill 142 addresses ambiguity in law by clarifying which Alaska Native organizations are
eligible to administer Alaska Native family assistance programs.

The Central Council of the Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of America (Tlingit & Haida) has operated
Southeast Alaska’s Alaska Native family assistance program for nearly 20 years. However, Tlingit &
Haida has a different legal identity than the regional nonprofit corporations around Alaska (e.g.,
AVCP, Kawerak, TCC) that administer family assistance programs, owing to Tlingit & Haida’s status
as a federally recognized tribe. Tlingit & Haida is not a regional nonprofit corporation, despite
regularly being mistakenly referred to as one.

House Bill 142 amends current statute to resolve this ambiguity and make fully explicit and
unambiguous that Tlingit & Haida can administer VPSO and/or family assistance programs in
partnership with the State of Alaska.



