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From: Stovall, Lindsay
To: Rep. John Lincoln; Rep. Geran Tarr; Rep. Grier Hopkins; Rep. Sara Hannan; Rep. Ivy Spohnholz; Rep. Chris

Tuck; Rep. David Talerico; Rep. George Rauscher; Rep. Sara Rasmussen
Subject: HB 27 (Flame Retardants) - ACC Opposition Testimony
Date: Wednesday, April 3, 2019 11:00:14 AM
Attachments: AK HB 27 - ACC Opposition Testimony House Resources Committee April 2019.pdf

Dear Co-Chairs Lincoln and Tarr and Members of the House Resources Committee:
Attached is an opposition letter from the American Chemistry Council regarding HB 27.  Thank
you in advance for the opportunity to share our views.  Please do not hesitate to contact me
should you have any questions.
Sincerely,
Lindsay Stovall

________________________________________
Lindsay Stovall | American Chemistry Council
Director, State and Regulatory Affairs

 | Sacramento, CA | 95814

www.americanchemistry.com

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ This message may contain confidential information
and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee do not
disseminate, distribute or copy this email. Please notify the sender immediately by email if
you have received this email by mistake and delete this email from your system. E-mail
transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free as information could be
intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or incomplete, or contain viruses. The sender
therefore does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the contents of this message
which arise as a result of email transmission. American Chemistry Council, 700 – 2nd Street
NE, Washington, DC 20002, www.americanchemistry.com
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April 3, 2019 
 
 
The Honorable John Lincoln, Co-Chair 
The Honorable Geran Tarr, Co-Chair 
Alaska House Resources Committee 
State Capitol 
120 4th Street  
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
 
 RE: HB 27 – OPPOSE 
 
Dear Co-Chairs Lincoln and Tarr: 
 
The American Chemistry Council (ACC) must respectfully oppose HB 27 as drafted, legislation that would restrict a host 
of chemistries that could potentially be used as flame retardants in various consumer product applications.   
 
Safety is a top priority for our member companies, and we believe consumers deserve to have confidence that the 
products they buy are safe for their intended uses.  Our members invest significant resources in product and 
environmental stewardship and share a common commitment to advancing the safe and secure management of the 
products we produce and sell.  Though this legislation may be well intentioned, we have the following concerns: 
 


 A presumption that the presence of any type of flame retardant, regardless of its chemical composition, in a 
consumer product automatically means the product is somehow harmful;  
 


 The scope of potentially impacted products is so broad that it could include any consumer product sold in the 
State of Alaska; and 
 


 The bill does not recognize the importance of fire safety and the important role certain chemistries play in 
protecting consumers from fire. 


 
The Importance of Science in Chemical Regulation --- Presence Does Not Equal Harm 
The bill undercuts the integrated nature of hazard and exposure by presuming that the mere presence of a chemical 
indicates that when it is used or disposed it will likely result in a level of exposure sufficient to cause harm.  Presence of a 
chemical in a product cannot be a surrogate for “exposure” without any notion of whether or to what extent there may 
be an actual exposure at a level sufficient to potentially cause harm.   
 
The mere presence of a flame retardant chemical in a consumer product, regardless of type, amount, or the actual 
potential for exposure, does not automatically mean that the product is harmful to human health or the environment or 
that there is any violation of existing safety standards or laws.  Risks associated with a chemical in a product depend 
upon the potency of the chemical and the magnitude, duration and frequency of exposure to the chemical.     
 
HB 27 falls short of this scientific standard by presuming that these flame retardant chemistries cannot, under any 
circumstance, be safely used in consumer product applications.   
 
Fire Safety Should Not Be Overlooked 
As drafted, the definition of “consumer product” could be interpreted so broadly as to essentially include any product 
contained in one’s home, including some products that could pose a potential fire hazard.  The reality is that the 
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changing nature of our homes and consumer products has increased the fire risk of many products.  Our homes and 
offices have more synthetic materials than they did 30 years ago.  On their own, many of these synthetic materials can 
be quite fast burning.  This has changed the nature of fire risk by increasing the potential flammability of products.  It is 
worth noting that in in recent years there have been upwards of 7,000 product recalls of consumer products due to fire 
hazards. Unfortunately, HB 27 is silent on matters related to fire safety. 
 
While we have made great gains over the years, fires are still a real threat to life and property, and they need to be 
considered in the evaluation of product safety.  The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) reports that fire fighters 
responded to nearly 1.35 million fires in 2015, which resulted in 3,280 civilian fire fatalities, 15,700 civilian fire injuries 
and an estimated $14.3 billion in property loss. 
 
NFPA also reports that young children and people over 65 face the highest risk of fire death.  Fires and burns are the 
third leading cause of unintentional death among children 14 and under.1 According to the NFPA, children under five 
years old are 10% more likely to die in a home fire as the average person.2  In 2015, adults age 65 or older represented 
15 percent of the United States population but suffered 50 percent of all fire deaths.3   
 
Older adults were more vulnerable in a fire than the general population due to a combination of factors including 
mental and physical frailties, greater use of medications, and elevated likelihood of living in a poverty situation.4 Flame 
retardants are an important fire safety tool that help save lives, reduce fires and limit property damage. 
 
USEPA Review of Chemicals in Commerce 
While we appreciate the intent of this legislation, we urge the Alaska Legislature to consider on-going and recently 
announced efforts5 underway at the US Environmental Protection Agency to review chemicals in commerce under the 
agency’s expanded rulemaking authority.    
 
On March 20, US EPA published “a list of 40 chemicals to begin the prioritization process – the initial step in a new 
process of reviewing chemicals currently in commerce under the amended Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA)” 
including several flame retardants.   
 
At a minimum, any decision regarding a state-based chemical regulatory policy should be informed by this rigorous 
scientific assessment process.   
 
For these reasons, we urge you to oppose HB 27.  Should you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate 
to contact me at 916-448-2581 or tim_shestek@americanchemistry.com.  Thank you for the opportunity to share these 
comments. 
 
Sincerely, 


Tim Shestek 
Senior Director, State Affairs 
 
 
cc: Members, House Resources Committee 


                                                           
1 ESFI, Holiday Data and Statistics, available at http://www.esfi.org/resource/holiday-data-and-statistics-359#InjuryAndFatalityStatistics (accessed Jan. 4, 2016). 
2 NFPA. Characteristics of Home Fire Victims. March 2014. Available at  https://www.nfpa.org/News-and-Research/Fire-statistics-and-reports/Fire-
statistics/Demographics-and-victim-patterns/Characteristics-of-home-fire-victims  (accessed Jan. 17, 2018). 
3 U.S. Fire Administration 2017. Fire safety outreach materials for older adults. Available at https://www.usfa.fema.gov/prevention/outreach/older_adults.html 
(accessed Jan. 17, 2018) 
4 U.S. Fire Administration National Fire Data Center. Fire Risk to Older Adults in 2010. Topical Fire Report Series Vol. 14, no. 9. August 2013. Available at 
https://www.usfa.fema.gov/downloads/pdf/statistics/v14i9.pdf (accessed Jan. 17, 2018). 
5 https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/reaching-another-tsca-milestone-epa-identifies-40-chemicals-prioritize-risk-evaluation 
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From: Sally McLaughlin
To: Rep. John Lincoln
Subject: HB27
Date: Wednesday, April 3, 2019 1:46:49 PM

Dear Representative Lincoln,

 I am writing to express my full support for the passage of the Toxic Free Firefighters and
Children Act.  PFAS have become one of the biggest threats facing all members of society,
and flame retardants especially affect our vulnerable children and our first responders who
come in direct contact with these dangerous chemicals. Flame retardants in furniture,
carpeting, children's clothing, etc are extremely detrimental to the health of our firefighters,
our children and our environment.

Please adopt the same fortitude that the Anchorage Assembly showed in passing their version
and allow us to have a unified stance throughout Alaska. Let Alaska be the leaders for the rest
of the nation!

Thank you for your consideration.

Sally McLaughlin
Gustavus AK

mailto:sallyannlesh@gmail.com
mailto:Rep.John.Lincoln@akleg.gov


From: Theresa Bartoldus
To: Rep. John Lincoln
Subject: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!
Date: Wednesday, April 3, 2019 6:18:40 PM

John Lincoln
Alaska Leg

RE: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!

Dear John Lincoln,

Dear members of the House Resources Committee

I am deeply concerned about the health effects of toxic chemical flame retardants on Alaskan children and
firefighters. These chemicals are associated with miscarriages, premature births, cancer, developmental harm, and
neurological impairment.

I thank co-chair Geran Tarr for her leadership in supporting HB 27 which would phase out classes of harmful
chemicals from interfering with our children's futures.

I urge members of the House resources committee to support a healthy Alaskan community free of exposures to
toxic flame retardants by voting to pass the bill.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Ms. Theresa Bartoldus

Anchorage, AK 99508

mailto:tbartoldus@yahoo.com
mailto:Rep.John.Lincoln@akleg.gov


From: Patricia Byrne
To: Rep. John Lincoln
Subject: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!
Date: Wednesday, April 3, 2019 6:11:51 PM

John Lincoln
Alaska Leg

RE: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!

Dear John Lincoln,

Dear members of the House Resources Committee

I am deeply concerned about the health effects of toxic chemical flame retardants on Alaskan children and
firefighters. These chemicals are associated with miscarriages, premature births, cancer, developmental harm, and
neurological impairment.

I thank co-chair Geran Tarr for her leadership in supporting HB 27 which would phase out classes of harmful
chemicals from interfering with our children's futures.

I urge members of the House resources committee to support a healthy Alaskan community free of exposures to
toxic flame retardants by voting to pass the bill.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Ms. Patricia Byrne

Anchorage, AK 99508

mailto:patak@gci.net
mailto:Rep.John.Lincoln@akleg.gov


From: Veri di Suvero
To: Rep. John Lincoln
Subject: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!
Date: Wednesday, April 3, 2019 6:07:02 PM

John Lincoln
Alaska Leg

RE: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!

Dear John Lincoln,

Dear members of the House Resources Committee

I am deeply concerned about the health effects of toxic chemical flame retardants on Alaskan children and
firefighters. These chemicals are associated with miscarriages, premature births, cancer, developmental harm, and
neurological impairment.

I thank co-chair Geran Tarr for her leadership in supporting HB 27 which would phase out classes of harmful
chemicals from interfering with our children's futures.

I urge members of the House resources committee to support a healthy Alaskan community free of exposures to
toxic flame retardants by voting to pass the bill.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Veri di Suvero
Executive Director
Alaska Public Interest Research Group

Sincerely,
Ms. Veri di Suvero

Anchorage, AK 99507

mailto:akpirg@gmail.com
mailto:Rep.John.Lincoln@akleg.gov


From: Thomas Ely
To: Rep. John Lincoln
Subject: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!
Date: Thursday, April 4, 2019 7:42:08 AM

John Lincoln
Alaska Leg

RE: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!

Dear John Lincoln,

Dear members of the House Resources Committee

I have a career firefighting friend who contracted cancer and is lucky to be alive today. I am deeply concerned about
the health effects of toxic chemical flame retardants on Alaskan children and firefighters. These chemicals are
associated with miscarriages, premature births, cancer, developmental harm, and neurological impairment.

I thank co-chair Geran Tarr for her leadership in supporting HB 27 which would phase out classes of harmful
chemicals from interfering with our children's futures.

I urge members of the House resources committee to support a healthy Alaskan community free of exposures to
toxic flame retardants by voting to pass the bill.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Mr. Thomas Ely

Haines, AK 99827

mailto:akthome@yahoo.com
mailto:Rep.John.Lincoln@akleg.gov


From: Jim Farrell
To: Rep. John Lincoln
Subject: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!
Date: Thursday, April 4, 2019 8:24:30 AM

John Lincoln
Alaska Leg

RE: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!

Dear John Lincoln,

Dear members of the House Resources Committee

I am deeply concerned about the health effects of toxic chemical flame retardants on Alaskan children and
firefighters. These chemicals are associated with miscarriages, premature births, cancer, developmental harm, and
neurological impairment.

I thank co-chair Geran Tarr for her leadership in supporting HB 27 which would phase out classes of harmful
chemicals from interfering with our children's futures.

I urge members of the House resources committee to support a healthy Alaskan community free of exposures to
toxic flame retardants by voting to pass the bill.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Mr. Jim Farrell

Fairbanks, AK 99701

mailto:jimfa@live.com
mailto:Rep.John.Lincoln@akleg.gov


From: Mark Giese
To: Rep. John Lincoln
Subject: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!
Date: Wednesday, April 3, 2019 6:17:40 PM

John Lincoln
Alaska Leg

RE: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!

Dear John Lincoln,

Dear members of the House Resources Committee

I am deeply concerned about the health effects of toxic chemical flame retardants on Alaskan children and
firefighters. These chemicals are associated with miscarriages, premature births, cancer, developmental harm, and
neurological impairment.

I thank co-chair Geran Tarr for her leadership in supporting HB 27 which would phase out classes of harmful
chemicals from interfering with our children's futures.

I urge members of the House resources committee to support a healthy Alaskan community free of exposures to
toxic flame retardants by voting to pass the bill.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Mr. Mark Giese

Racine, WI 53403

mailto:m.mk@att.net
mailto:Rep.John.Lincoln@akleg.gov


From: Jacica Kim
To: Rep. John Lincoln
Subject: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!
Date: Thursday, April 4, 2019 10:44:13 AM

John Lincoln
Alaska Leg

RE: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!

Dear John Lincoln,

Dear members of the House Resources Committee

I am deeply concerned about the health effects of toxic chemical flame retardants on Alaskan children and
firefighters. These chemicals are associated with miscarriages, premature births, cancer, developmental harm, and
neurological impairment and do not provide any proven fire safety benefits.

I thank co-chair Geran Tarr for her leadership in supporting HB 27 which would phase out classes of harmful
chemicals from interfering with our children's futures.

I urge members of the House resources committee to support a healthy Alaskan community free of exposures to
toxic flame retardants by voting to pass the bill.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Jacica Kim

Sincerely,
Miss. Jacica Kim

Anchorage, AK 99504

mailto:jacicak@gmail.com
mailto:Rep.John.Lincoln@akleg.gov


From: Joan McBeen
To: Rep. John Lincoln
Subject: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!
Date: Thursday, April 4, 2019 9:00:15 AM

John Lincoln
Alaska Leg

RE: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!

Dear John Lincoln,

Dear members of the House Resources Committee

I am deeply concerned about the health effects of toxic chemical flame retardants on Alaskan children and
firefighters. These chemicals are associated with miscarriages, premature births, cancer, developmental harm, and
neurological impairment.

I thank co-chair Geran Tarr for her leadership in supporting HB 27 which would phase out classes of harmful
chemicals from interfering with our children's futures.

I urge members of the House resources committee to support a healthy Alaskan community free of exposures to
toxic flame retardants by voting to pass the bill.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
President of the Joan McBeen

Tenakee Springs, AK 99841

mailto:joanmcbeen@yahoo.com
mailto:Rep.John.Lincoln@akleg.gov


From: Kengo Nagaoka
To: Rep. John Lincoln
Subject: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!
Date: Thursday, April 4, 2019 11:13:57 AM

John Lincoln
Alaska Leg

RE: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!

Dear John Lincoln,

Dear members of the House Resources Committee

I am deeply concerned about the health effects of toxic chemical flame retardants on Alaskan children and
firefighters. These chemicals are associated with miscarriages, premature births, cancer, developmental harm, and
neurological impairment.

I thank co-chair Geran Tarr for her leadership in supporting HB 27 which would phase out classes of harmful
chemicals from interfering with our children's futures.

I urge members of the House resources committee to support a healthy Alaskan community free of exposures to
toxic flame retardants by voting to pass the bill.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Mr. Kengo Nagaoka

Anchorage, AK 99508

mailto:kengo.nagaoka@gmail.com
mailto:Rep.John.Lincoln@akleg.gov


From: Nana Paldi
To: Rep. John Lincoln
Subject: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!
Date: Wednesday, April 3, 2019 7:21:44 PM

John Lincoln
Alaska Leg

RE: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!

Dear John Lincoln,

Dear members of the House Resources Committee

I am deeply concerned about the health effects of toxic chemical flame retardants on Alaskan children and
firefighters. These chemicals are associated with miscarriages, premature births, cancer, developmental harm, and
neurological impairment.

I thank co-chair Geran Tarr for her leadership in supporting HB 27 which would phase out classes of harmful
chemicals from interfering with our children's futures.

I urge members of the House resources committee to support a healthy Alaskan community free of exposures to
toxic flame retardants by voting to pass the bill.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Ms. Nana Paldi

Fairbanks, AK 99707

mailto:npaldi@icloud.com
mailto:Rep.John.Lincoln@akleg.gov


From: Christin Swearingen
To: Rep. John Lincoln
Subject: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!
Date: Wednesday, April 3, 2019 8:43:00 PM

John Lincoln
Alaska Leg

RE: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!

Dear John Lincoln,

Dear members of the House Resources Committee

I am a scientist- I have a master's degree in Natural Resources Management from UAF, and wrote a thesis on
bioremediation of diesel. I think the best thing to do for our state is to ban toxic pollutants before they get into our
environment.

I am deeply concerned about the health effects of toxic chemical flame retardants on Alaskan children and
firefighters. These chemicals are associated with miscarriages, premature births, cancer, developmental harm, and
neurological impairment.

I thank co-chair Geran Tarr for her leadership in supporting HB 27 which would phase out classes of harmful
chemicals from interfering with our children's futures.

I urge members of the House resources committee to support a healthy Alaskan community free of exposures to
toxic flame retardants by voting to pass the bill.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Christin

Sincerely,
Mrs. Christin Swearingen

Anchorage, AK 99507

mailto:mushroomchristin@gmail.com
mailto:Rep.John.Lincoln@akleg.gov


From: Susan Vogt
To: Rep. John Lincoln
Subject: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!
Date: Thursday, April 4, 2019 4:40:10 AM

John Lincoln
Alaska Leg

RE: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!

Dear John Lincoln,

Dear members of the House Resources Committee

I am deeply concerned about the health effects of toxic chemical flame retardants on Alaskan children and
firefighters. These chemicals are associated with miscarriages, premature births, cancer, developmental harm, and
neurological impairment.

I thank co-chair Geran Tarr for her leadership in supporting HB 27 which would phase out classes of harmful
chemicals from interfering with our children's futures.

I urge members of the House resources committee to support a healthy Alaskan community free of exposures to
toxic flame retardants by voting to pass the bill.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Mrs. Susan Vogt

Fairbanks, AK 99712

mailto:bias@alaska.net
mailto:Rep.John.Lincoln@akleg.gov


From: Jill Wittenbrader
To: Rep. John Lincoln
Subject: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!
Date: Thursday, April 4, 2019 8:57:19 AM

John Lincoln
Alaska Leg

RE: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!

Dear John Lincoln,

Dear members of the House Resources Committee

I am deeply concerned about the health effects of toxic chemical flame retardants on Alaskan children and
firefighters. These chemicals are associated with miscarriages, premature births, cancer, developmental harm, and
neurological impairment.

I thank co-chair Geran Tarr for her leadership in supporting HB 27 which would phase out classes of harmful
chemicals from interfering with our children's futures.

I urge members of the House resources committee to support a healthy Alaskan community free of exposures to
toxic flame retardants by voting to pass the bill.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Ms. Jill Wittenbrader

Kodiak, AK 99615

mailto:Jillwitt@gmail.com
mailto:Rep.John.Lincoln@akleg.gov




From: Alicia Sidebottom
To: Rep. John Lincoln
Subject: Pass HB27!!
Date: Wednesday, April 3, 2019 6:50:57 PM

John Lincoln
Alaska Leg

RE: Pass HB27!!

Dear John Lincoln,

Dear House Resources Committee members,

Please pass HB27! It is important that the dangerous toxic chemicals found in flame retardants can't harm the health
of Alaskans. Many other states have already banned these toxics, and we should join them! Now that Anchorage has
passed an ordinance to ban them, I think its important that everyone in the state can be free of these negative health
effects. As a resident in Fairbanks, I definitely would want these toxic flame retardants banned in my community as
well.

Thank you, and please pass HB27!

Sincerely,

Alicia Sidebottom

Sincerely,
Mrs. Alicia Sidebottom

Palmer, AK 99645

mailto:aliciasidebottom@gmail.com
mailto:Rep.John.Lincoln@akleg.gov


From: JoAnn Lesh
To: Rep. Geran Tarr; Rep. John Lincoln; Rep. Sara Hannan
Subject: Toxic-Free Firefighter and Children Act (HB27):ban toxic flame retardant chemicals in Alaska
Date: Wednesday, April 3, 2019 7:42:56 PM

Dear Representative,

In 2012, The 26th Legislature mourned the loss of Representative Carl Gatto.  He
was a retired Anchorage Firefighter who valiantly battled prostate cancer during his
entire Legislative service.  Fire gear and flame retardants in the PFOA chemical
family are implicated for prostate cancer.    

In the name of former Representative Carl Gatto, a hero and boss to me, please ban
toxic flame retardant chemicals in Alaska.  

JoAnn Lesh
Gustavus, Alaska

mailto:joann@gustavusinn.com
mailto:Rep.Geran.Tarr@akleg.gov
mailto:Rep.John.Lincoln@akleg.gov
mailto:Rep.Sara.Hannan@akleg.gov


From: Kathleen Whitson
To: Rep. John Lincoln
Subject: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!
Date: Thursday, April 4, 2019 5:19:13 PM

John Lincoln
Alaska Leg

RE: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!

Dear John Lincoln,

Dear members of the House Resources Committee

I am deeply concerned about the health effects of toxic chemical flame retardants on Alaskan children and
firefighters. These chemicals are associated with miscarriages, premature births, cancer, developmental harm, and
neurological impairment.

I thank co-chair Geran Tarr for her leadership in supporting HB 27 which would phase out classes of harmful
chemicals from interfering with our children's futures.

I urge members of the House resources committee to support a healthy Alaskan community free of exposures to
toxic flame retardants by voting to pass the bill.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Ms. Kathleen Whitson

Anchorage, AK 99507

mailto:Kwhitson@gci.net
mailto:Rep.John.Lincoln@akleg.gov


From: Karel Hauser
To: Rep. John Lincoln
Subject: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!
Date: Thursday, April 4, 2019 4:37:35 PM

John Lincoln
Alaska Leg

RE: Pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!

Dear John Lincoln,

Dear members of the House Resources Committee

I am deeply concerned about the health effects of toxic chemical flame retardants on Alaskan children and
firefighters. These chemicals are associated with miscarriages, premature births, cancer, developmental harm, and
neurological impairment.

I thank co-chair Geran Tarr for her leadership in supporting HB 27 which would phase out classes of harmful
chemicals from interfering with our children's futures.

I urge members of the House resources committee to support a healthy Alaskan community free of exposures to
toxic flame retardants by voting to pass the bill.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
Mrs. Karel Hauser

Anchorage, AK 99515

mailto:karelbill@gci.net
mailto:Rep.John.Lincoln@akleg.gov


From: Anne Fuller
To: Rep. Geran Tarr; Rep. George Rauscher; Rep. David Talerico; Rep. Chris Tuck; Rep. John Lincoln; Rep. Grier

Hopkins; Rep. Sara Hannan; Rep. Ivy Spohnholz; Rep. Sara Rasmussen
Subject: Commenting in favor of HB 27
Date: Thursday, April 4, 2019 9:18:40 PM

To the members of the House Resources Committee

Thank you for reading these comments on Toxic-Free Firefighter and Children Act (HB 27).  I
urge you to pass this bill which will help create healthy Alaskan communities free of exposures to
toxic flame retardants.  The dangerous chemical are shed from furniture and other items, then
remain in our houses.

We can phase out classes of harmful chemicals and thus avoid interfering with our children's
futures.   The bill is specific to chemicals containing an organohalogenated flame retardant,
organophosphorous flame 21 retardant, organonitrogen flame retardant, or nanoscale material-
based flame retardant.  There are known risks when people are exposed to these chemicals. 

Yes, I am repeating myself, as this issue has concerned me for several years.  I recall that someone
appeared before another session and was saying what the chemical manufacturers wanted him to
say.  ( That was David Heimbach who surrendered his Washington state medical license when his
testimony was discredited).

We need to regulate the sale of dangerous materials, especially in furniture and gear for children. 
Protecting our fire-fighters is in our own best interests. 

I hope the committee takes prompt action to push this bill forward.

Anne Fuller

Juneau Alaska
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From: Heather Aronno
To: Rep. John Lincoln
Subject: I urge you to pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!
Date: Thursday, April 4, 2019 4:11:46 PM

John Lincoln
Alaska Leg

RE: I urge you to pass HB27 to protect our children and firefighters!

Dear John Lincoln,

Dear members of the House Resources Committee,

I am deeply concerned about the health effects of toxic chemical flame retardants on Alaskan children and
firefighters. These chemicals are associated with miscarriages, premature births, cancer, developmental harm, and
neurological impairment.

I thank co-chair Geran Tarr for her leadership in supporting HB 27 which would phase out classes of harmful
chemicals from interfering with our children's futures.

I urge members of the House resources committee to support a healthy Alaskan community free of exposures to
toxic flame retardants by voting to pass the bill.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Sincerely,
President Heather Aronno

Anchorage, AK 99501

mailto:haronno@gmail.com
mailto:Rep.John.Lincoln@akleg.gov


ALASKA	PROFESSIONAL	FIRE	FIGHTERS	ASSOCIATION	
PO	Box	111222	Anchorage,	AK	99511	

North	Pole	–	Fairbanks	–	Shemya	–	Anchorage	–	Juneau	–	Ketchikan	–	Sitka	
alaskapffa.org	

April 4, 2019 

Representative Geran Tarr  

State Capitol Room 126 Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Representative Tarr, 

On behalf of the Alaska Professional Fire Fighters Association I am writing to express our support 

of HB 27 The Toxic Free Firefighters and Children Act. It is no secret that cancer is a big concern for 

firefighters.  The data exists that shows we experience cancer at much higher rates than the public. 

Study after study have concluded that organohalogen flame retardant chemicals are a leading cause of 

cancer in firefighters. These products are used throughout today's households in furniture and other 

materials. When these flame retardants burn they release toxic cancer-causing chemicals such as dioxins 

and furans which firefighters are then exposed to.  

Much of this is attributed to absorption of carcinogens during fire fighting operations. When 

flame retardants burn, large amounts of cancer causing dioxins and furans are released and absorbed 

and inhaled by firefighters. Recent studies have shown firefighters have three times the level of these 

harmful chemicals in their systems after a fire. Eliminating these flame retardants would be a step in the 

right direction.  The elimination of organohalogen flame retardant chemicals will go a long way to 

provide a less toxic atmosphere for our firefighters and help reduce their exposure to these toxins.  

The Alaska Professional Fire Fighters Association, on behalf of all firefighters in Alaska, want to thank 

you for introducing HB 27 and we support its passage.  

Thank You, 

Paul Miranda 

Southcentral Vice President 

Alaska Professional Fire Fighters Association 
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$ODVND�&KLOGUHQ·V�7UXVW·V�YLVLRQ�LV�DOO�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�$ODVND�JURZLQJ XS�LQ�VDIH��VWDEOH��DQG�QXUWXULQJ�
FRPPXQLWLHV��:H�VXSSRUW�+RXVH�%LOO�����WKH�7R[LF�)UHH�&KLOGUHQ�$FW��WKDW�ZRXOG�SURWHFW�WKH�KHDOWK�
RI�$ODVND·V�FKLOGUHQ�E\�SUHYHQWLQJ�H[SRVXUH�WR�WR[LF�IODPH�UHWDUGDQW�FKHPLFDOV��3DVVLQJ�WKLV�ELOO�
ZLOO� SUHYHQW� WKH�PDQXIDFWXUH�� VDOH�� DQG� GLVWULEXWLRQ� RI� WR[LF� DQG� XQQHFHVVDU\� IODPH� UHWDUGDQW�
FKHPLFDOV�LQ�FKLOGUHQ·V�SURGXFWV�DQG�KRPH�IXUQLWXUH��7KH�OHJLVODWLRQ�ZLOO�DOVR�UHTXLUH�WKH�ODEHOOLQJ�
RI� FKLOGUHQ·V� SURGXFWV� WR� LQIRUP�SHRSOH�ZKHWKHU� WKHVH�SURGXFWV� FRQWDLQ� WR[LF� IODPH� UHWDUGDQW�
FKHPLFDOV�

7R[LF�IODPH�UHWDUGDQWV�DUH�ZLGHO\�XVHG�LQ�FKLOGUHQ·V�SURGXFWV��FDUSHWLQJ��DQG�KRPH IXUQLWXUH��7KHVH�
KDUPIXO�FKHPLFDOV�DUH�KLGGHQ�LQ�QDS�PDWV��QXUVLQJ�SLOORZV��FKDQJLQJ�SDGV��EDE\�FDUULHUV��FDUSHW�
SDGGLQJ��DQG�XSKROVWHUHG� IXUQLWXUH� IRDP��8QGHU�FXUUHQW� IHGHUDO� ODZ�� WKHVH� WR[LF�FKHPLFDOV�DUH�
YLUWXDOO\� XQUHJXODWHG� IRU� VDIHW\�� 7KHVH� FKHPLFDOV� SRVH� D� VHULRXV� SXEOLF� KHDOWK� WKUHDW�� DUH�
SDUWLFXODUO\�WR[LF�WR�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�GR�QRW�SURYLGH�D�ILUH�VDIHW\�EHQHILW��7KH\�KDYH�D�UDQJH�RI�KDUPIXO�
KHDOWK�HIIHFWV��LQFOXGLQJ�FDQFHU��OHDUQLQJ�GLVDELOLWLHV��GHYHORSPHQWDO�LPSDLUPHQW��DQG�UHSURGXFWLYH�
KDUP��

2XU�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�YXOQHUDEOH�WR�H[SRVXUH�DQG�WR[LF�KHDOWK�HIIHFWV�RI�WKHVH�FKHPLFDOV��:H�QHHG�\RXU�
KHOS�WR�HQDFW�OHJLVODWLRQ�WR�SKDVH�RXW�KDUPIXO�IODPH�UHWDUGDQW�FKHPLFDOV�IURP�FKLOGUHQ·V�SURGXFWV�
DQG�IXUQLWXUH��)LUH�VDIHW\�FDQ�EH�DFKLHYHG�ZLWKRXW�WKHVH�WR[LFV�EHFDXVH�WKHUH�DUH�VDIH��HFRQRPLFDO��
DQG�HIIHFWLYH�DOWHUQDWLYHV�WR�WR[LF�IODPH�UHWDUGDQWV��

%HFDXVH�RXU�FKLOGUHQ�ODFN�PHDQLQJIXO�SURWHFWLRQ�IURP�FKHPLFDOV�DW�WKH�IHGHUDO�OHYHO��WKH�$ODVND�
6WDWH�/HJLVODWXUH�VKRXOG WDNH�DFWLRQ�WR�SDVV�WKH�7R[LF�)UHH�&KLOGUHQ�$FW��+%�����WR�SURWHFW�WKH�
KHDOWK�RI�RXU�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�RXU�IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV��

7KDQN�\RX� IRU� VSRQVRULQJ�+%�����5HS��7DUU��7KDQN�\RX� IRU�\RXU�HIIRUWV DQG� OHDGHUVKLS�RQ� WKLV�
LPSRUWDQW�SXEOLF�KHDOWK�LVVXH��

6LQFHUHO\�

7UHYRU�6WRUUV



3851 Piper Street, Suite U240 ● Anchorage, AK ● 99508 

Phone 907.273.2097 ● Fax 907.273.2073 

Representative Geran Tarr 
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

February 21, 2019 

Dear Representative Tarr: 

On behalf of the American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN), I would like to thank you 
for your dedication to protecting the health of Alaska citizens through your work on HB 27 regarding 
toxic flame-retardant chemicals.   

Cancer prevention is a critical element of the mission of ACS CAN. Primary prevention, which has 
traditionally focused on factors such as tobacco use, nutrition and physical activity, and sun exposure, 
also includes understanding and minimizing cancers related to human exposure to toxic substances and 
pollutants. Relative to your HB 27, exposure to various flame-retardant chemicals has been found to 
have serious health effects. According to the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, 
exposure to many of these chemicals has been associated with adverse health effects including cancer, 
endocrine and thyroid disruption, impacts to the immune system, reproductive toxicity, adverse effects 
on fetal and child development and neurologic function.    

Exposure occurs because flame retardant chemicals are often added or applied to upholstered furniture, 
foam, mattresses, carpets, curtains, electronics, construction materials and transportation products. The 
chemicals migrate out and into air and dust where they are inhaled, ingested, and absorbed into our 
bodies. Many toxic flame retardants have been removed from the market or are no longer produced. 
However, because they do not easily break down, they can remain persistent in the environment for 
years. They can also build up in people and animals over time. 

In addition to firefighters, children may be particularly vulnerable to the toxic effects of these chemicals, 
because their brain and other organs are still developing. Hand-to-mouth behavior and proximity to the 
floor increases the potential of children to be exposed to flame retardants. Researchers have found that 
children have higher concentrations of flame retardants in their bodies than adults. ACS CAN supports 
this ordinance.  I look forward to Alaska joining other states that have taken action on flame retardant 
chemicals to protect the public. 

Sincerely, 

Emily Nenon 
Alaska Government Relations Director 
American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network 
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'HDU�0HPEHUV�RI�WKH�$ODVND�6WDWH�/HJLVODWXUH�

:H� DUH�ZULWLQJ� RQ� EHKDOI� RI� WKH� $ODVND�1XUVHV�$VVRFLDWLRQ� LQ� VWURQJ� VXSSRUW� RI� +%� ���� WKH� 7R[LF�)UHH� )LUHILJKWHUV� DQG�

&KLOGUHQ�$FW �7))&$���ZKLFK�ZLOO� SURWHFW� WKH� KHDOWK� RI�$ODVNDQV� E\� SURKLELWLQJ� WKH�PDQXIDFWXUH�� VDOH�� DQG� GLVWULEXWLRQ� RI�

FKLOGUHQ¶V�SURGXFWV�DQG�IXUQLWXUH�FRQWDLQLQJ�FKHPLFDO�IODPH�UHWDUGDQWV��,I�SDVVHG��WKH�7R[LF�)UHH�)LUHILJKWHUV�DQG�&KLOGUHQ�

$FW�ZLOO�SKDVH�RXW�D�FODVV�RI�KDUPIXO�RUJDQRKDORJHQ��RUJDQRSKRVSKRURXV�� QLWURJHQ�EDVHG��DQG�QDQRVFDOH FKHPLFDOV�DQG�

SURWHFW�RXU�FKLOGUHQ
V�IXWXUHV�DQG�WKHLU�SRWHQWLDO�WR�JURZ�XS�VDIH�DQG�KHDOWK\�

7KH� LOO�KHDOWK�HIIHFWV�RI�H[SRVXUH� WR�FKHPLFDO� IODPH�UHWDUGDQWV�DUH�ZHOO�GRFXPHQWHG�DQG�UHVHDUFKHG��<HW�� WKH\�DUH� IRXQG�

ZLGHO\� LQ� RXU� KRPHV� DQG� HQYLURQPHQW�� FRPPRQO\� XVHG� LQ� FKLOGUHQ¶V� SURGXFWV�� FDUSHWLQJ�� DQG� KRPH� IXUQLWXUH�� +DUPIXO�

LPSDFWV� LQFOXGH� GHYHORSPHQWDO� GLVDELOLWLHV�� WK\URLG� IXQFWLRQ� LPSDLUPHQW�� PLVFDUULDJHV�� ELUWK� GHIHFWV�� DQG� FDQFHU�� 7KH�

QDWLRQDO� ELRPRQLWRULQJ� SURJUDP� FRQGXFWHG� E\� WKH� &HQWHUV� IRU� 'LVHDVH�&RQWURO� DQG� 3UHYHQWLRQ� IRXQG� WKDW� ��� SHUFHQW� RI�

SHRSOH� OLYLQJ� LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�KDYH�PHDVXUDEOH�TXDQWLWLHV�RI� IODPH�UHWDUGDQWV� LQ�WKHLU�EORRG��7KLV�SHUVLVWHQW�H[SRVXUH�

FRQWDPLQDWHV�ILVK��ZLOGOLIH��DQG�SHRSOH��6LPSO\�SXW��WKHVH�IODPH�UHWDUGDQWV�DUH�KDUPIXO�WR�WKH�KHDOWK�RI�RXU�HQYLURQPHQW��RXU

FRPPXQLW\��RXU�QHLJKERUV��DQG�RXU�FKLOGUHQ�

$ODVNDQ FKLOGUHQ¶V�KHDOWK�LV�DOUHDG\ YXOQHUDEOH�DQG�ZH�VKRXOG�EH�GRLQJ�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�WR�HQVXUH�D�KHDOWK\�IXWXUH��

%LUWK�GHIHFWV�LQ�RXU�VWDWH�DUH�WZLFH�DV�KLJK�DV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DV�D�ZKROH��DQG�$ODVND�1DWLYH�LQIDQWV�KDYH�D�GRXEOHG�

ULVN��+%����ZLOO�SURWHFW�FKLOGUHQ¶V�KHDOWK�E\�SUHYHQWLQJ�H[SRVXUH�WR�NQRZQ�WR[LF�FKHPLFDOV�

7KLV�LV�D�WUHPHQGRXV�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�PDNH�D�GLIIHUHQFH�WR�IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV LQ�RXU�FRPPXQLW\��7KH�PRUH�VFLHQWLVWV�ORRN��WKH�

PRUH�WKH\�DUH�ILQGLQJ�QHJDWLYH�LPSDFWV�HYHQ�DW�YHU\�ORZ�OHYHOV�RI�H[SRVXUH�WR�WR[LF�FKHPLFDOV��3UHQDWDO�H[SRVXUHV�WR�WKHVH�

WR[LF� FKHPLFDOV� DW� OHYHOV� FRPPRQO\� IRXQG� LQ� KRXVHKROGV� KDYH� EHHQ� VKRZQ� WR� EH� DVVRFLDWHG� ZLWK� DGYHUVH�

QHXURGHYHORSPHQWDO�HIIHFWV�LQ�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�

)RUWXQDWHO\�� WKHUH�DUH�VDIHU��HFRQRPLFDOO\�YLDEOH�DOWHUQDWLYHV�DYDLODEOH��7KLV�PHDQV�$ODVNDQV�ZRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�VDFULILFH�WKHLU�

KHDOWK�± DQG�ZLOO�KHOS�PDNH�RXU�VWDWH�D�KHDOWKLHU��OHVV�WR[LF�SODFH�WR�OLYH�DQG�UDLVH�D�IDPLO\�IRU�JHQHUDWLRQV�WR�FRPH�

$V�QXUVHV��ZH�PXVW�SURWHFW�WKH�KHDOWK�RI�RXU�FKLOGUHQ��IULHQGV��DQG�QHLJKERUV��7KH�$ODVND�1XUVHV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�VWURQJO\�

VXSSRUWV�+%����DQG�ZH�XUJH�\RX�WR�SDVV�WKH�7))&$ GXULQJ�WKLV�OHJLVODWLYH�VHVVLRQ�IRU�D�KHDOWK\�$ODVND��IUHH�RI�WR[LF�

IODPH�UHWDUGDQWV�

6LQFHUHO\�
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7KH�$ODVND�1XUVHV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�VHUYHV�WR�DGYDQFH�DQG�VXSSRUW�WKH�SURIHVVLRQ�RI�QXUVLQJ��7KH�$ODVND�1XUVHV�$VVRFLDWLRQ¶V�FRUH�SXUSRVH�

LQFOXGHV�ZRUNLQJ�WR�LPSURYH�KHDOWK�VWDQGDUGV�DQG�SURPRWLQJ�DFFHVV�WR�VDIH��DIIRUGDEOH�KHDOWKFDUH�VHUYLFHV�IRU�DOO�$ODVNDQV�
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'HDU�0HPEHUV�RI�WKH�$ODVND�6WDWH�/HJLVODWXUH��

7KH�$ODVND�3XEOLF�,QWHUHVW�5HVHDUFK�*URXS��$N3,5*��LV� VXEPLWWLQJ�WKLV�OHWWHU� LQ�VXSSRUW�RI�+%����� WKH�
7R[LF�)UHH�&KLOGUHQ�$FW�WKDW ZRXOG�SURWHFW�WKH�KHDOWK�RI�$ODVND¶V�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�ILUHILJKWHUV�E\�SUHYHQWLQJ�
H[SRVXUH�WR�WR[LF�IODPH�UHWDUGDQW�FKHPLFDOV��,I�SDVVHG��WKHVH�ELOOV�ZLOO�SUHYHQW�WKH�PDQXIDFWXUH��VDOH��DQG�
GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�WR[LF�DQG�XQQHFHVVDU\�IODPH�UHWDUGDQW�FKHPLFDOV�LQ�FKLOGUHQ¶V�SURGXFWV�DQG�KRPH�IXUQLWXUH��

$N3,5*��HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�������DGYRFDWHV�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�SXEOLF�DQG�FRQVXPHU�LQWHUHVWV��7R�RXU�NQRZOHGJH��
ZH�DUH�WKH�RQO\�QRQ�JRYHUQPHQWDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�IRFXVHG�RQ�DGGUHVVLQJ�$ODVND�VSHFLILF�FRQVXPHU�LQWHUHVW�
LVVXHV�
&KHPLFDO�IODPH�UHWDUGDQWV�KDYH�D�UDQJH�RI�KDUPIXO�KHDOWK�HIIHFWV��LQFOXGLQJ�FDQFHU��OHDUQLQJ�GLVDELOLWLHV��
GHYHORSPHQWDO� LPSDLUPHQW�� DQG� UHSURGXFWLYH� KDUP�� <HW�� WKH\� DUH IRXQG ZLGHO\� LQ� RXU� KRPHV� DQG�
HQYLURQPHQW��7KH\�DUH�FRPPRQO\�XVHG�LQ�FKLOGUHQ¶V�SURGXFWV��FDUSHWLQJ��DQG�KRPH�IXUQLWXUH� 7KH�QDWLRQDO�
ELRPRQLWRULQJ�SURJUDP�FRQGXFWHG�E\�WKH�&HQWHUV�IRU�'LVHDVH�&RQWURO�DQG�3UHYHQWLRQ�IRXQG�WKDW����SHUFHQW�
RI�SHRSOH�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�KDYH�PHDVXUDEOH�TXDQWLWLHV�RI�IODPH�UHWDUGDQWV�LQ�WKHLU�EORRG��&KLOGUHQ�
ZKR�DUH�HVSHFLDOO\�YXOQHUDEOH��KDYH�EHHQ IRXQG�WR�KDYH�WKUHH�WR�ILYH�WLPHV�KLJKHU�OHYHOV�RI�FHUWDLQ�IODPH
UHWDUGDQWV�WKDQ�WKHLU�PRWKHUV��0DQ\�IODPH�UHWDUGDQWV�DUH�SHUVLVWHQW�DQG ELRDFFXPXODWH�LQ�ILVK��ZLOGOLIH��DQG�
SHRSOH��$ODVNDQV DUH�DW�KLJKHU�ULVN�RI H[SRVXUH EHFDXVH�RI�RXU�JUHDWHU WLPH VSHQW�LQGRRUV�LQ�LQVXODWHG�KRPHV��
DV�ZHOO�DV�RXU�UHOLDQFH�RQ WUDGLWLRQDO�IRRGV�

:KHQ�EX\LQJ�FKLOGUHQ¶V�IXUQLWXUH��WR\V��DQG�SHUVRQDO�FDUH�SURGXFWV��FRQVXPHUV�RIWHQ�DUH�XQDZDUH�WKDW�
PDQ\�RI�WKHLU�RSWLRQV�DUH�ORDGHG�ZLWK�WR[LF�FKHPLFDOV��8QVDIH�FKHPLFDOV�FUHDWH�KLJK�ULVNV�IRU�FXVWRPHUV�
DQG�GDPDJH�WUXVWLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLSV�EHWZHHQ�FRQVXPHUV�DQG�EXVLQHVVHV��$QG�����RI�FKHPLFDO�SURGXFHUV�
KDYH�VDLG�WKDW�WKHLU�FXVWRPHUV�DUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�VXVWDLQDEOH�FKHPLFDOV�
8QGHU�FXUUHQW�IHGHUDO�ODZ��IODPH�UHWDUGDQW FKHPLFDOV�DUH�YLUWXDOO\�XQUHJXODWHG�IRU�WKHLU�VDIHW\��7KHVH�WR[LF�
FKHPLFDOV�SRVH�D�VHULRXV�SXEOLF�KHDOWK�WKUHDW�� \HW�GR�QRW�SURYLGH�D�ILUH�VDIHW\�EHQHILW� :H�QHHG�WR�HQDFW�
OHJLVODWLRQ� WR� SKDVH� RXW� KDUPIXO� IODPH� UHWDUGDQW� FKHPLFDOV� IURP� FKLOGUHQ¶V� SURGXFWV� DQG� IXUQLWXUH��
)RUWXQDWHO\��ILUH�VDIHW\�FDQ�EH�DFKLHYHG�ZLWKRXW�WKHVH�WR[LF�FKHPLFDOV� 6FLHQWLILF�VWXGLHV�KDYH�IRXQG�WKDW�
IODPH�UHWDUGDQW�FKHPLFDOV�DUH�QRW QHHGHG�WR�SURYLGH�ILUH�VDIHW\� 7KHUH�DUH�VDIH��HFRQRPLFDO��DQG�HIIHFWLYH�
DOWHUQDWLYHV�WR�WR[LF�IODPH�UHWDUGDQWV��

%XVLQHVVHV�KDYH�DOUHDG\�EHJXQ�WR�UHVSRQG�WR�FRQVXPHU�FRQFHUQV��QDWLRQDOO\��FRUSRUDWLRQV�OLNH�:DOPDUW��
7DUJHW��DQG�6WDSOHV�KDYH�DOO�HQGRUVHG�WKHLU�RZQ�WUDQVLWLRQ�WR�VDIHU�FKHPLFDOV��$QG�LQ�$QFKRUDJH��EXVLQHVVHV�
ZKR� DUH� FXVWRPHU�RULHQWHG� OLNH�0DWWUHVV� 5DQFK� KDYH� SOHGJHG� WR� HOLPLQDWH� LQYHQWRU\� FRQWDLQLQJ� IODPH�



UHWDUGDQW�FKHPLFDOV��ZKLFK�KDYH�EHHQ�VKRZQ�WR�FDXVH�FDQFHU��SRRU�QHXURGHYHORSPHQW�LQ�FKLOGUHQ��DQG�D�
ZKROH�VOHZ�RI�RWKHU�KHDOWK�SUREOHPV�

,W�LV�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�RXU�$ODVND�6WDWH�/HJLVODWXUH�WR�WDNH�DFWLRQ�LQ�SDVVLQJ�WKH�7R[LF�)UHH�&KLOGUHQ�
$FW��+%�����WR�SURWHFW�WKH�KHDOWK�RI�RXU�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�RXU�IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV��7KH�$QFKRUDJH�DVVHPEO\�KDV�
UHFHQWO\�SDVVHG�DQ�RUGLQDQFH�LQ�EDQQLQJ�IODPH�UHWDUGDQWV�IURP�FHUWDLQ�FRQVXPHU�SURGXFWV�± WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�
VWDWH�GHVHUYHV� WR�EH� SURWHFWHG�DV�ZHOO��:H XUJH� \RX� WR� VXSSRUW� SDVVDJH�RI�+%��� GXULQJ� WKLV� OHJLVODWLYH�
VHVVLRQ��7KDQN�\RX�IRU�\RXU�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�DQG�OHDGHUVKLS�RQ�WKLV�LPSRUWDQW�SXEOLF�KHDOWK�LVVXH�
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Creating change to improve the lives of 
Alaskans with disabilities GOVERNOR’S COUNCIL ON DISABILITIES

& SPECIAL EDUCATION 
Patrick Reinhart, Executive Director 

550 W. 7th Ave, Suite 1230 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Main: 907.269.8990 
Toll Free: 1.888.269.8990 

Fax: 907.269.8995 

April 1, 2019 

RE: Letter of Support for HB 27, the Toxic-Free Firefighters and Children Act 

Dear Co-Chairs Tarr and Josephson and Members of the House Resources Committee: 

The Governor’s Council on Disabilities and Special Education (the “Council”) fills a variety of federal 
and state roles, including serving as the State Council on Developmental Disabilities (SCDD) under 
the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act. As the state DD Council, the 
Council works with Senior and Disabilities Services (SDS) and other state agencies to ensure that 
people with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families receive the services and 
supports that they need, as well as participate in the planning and design of those services. One of the 
duties of the state DD Council is providing comments on bills that may have an impact on individuals 
with intellectual and/or developmental disabilities and their families. 

To this end, the Council would like to issue this letter of support for HB 27, the Toxic-Free Firefighters 
and Children Act, a bill that would protect the health of Alaska’s children and families by preventing 
exposure to toxic organohalogen, organophosphorus, organonitrogen, and nanoscale flame retardant 
chemicals found in children’s products and upholstered furniture. The Council extends its sincere 
appreciation to Representative Tarr for sponsoring this important public health legislation. 

We are aware that the federal Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) issued the following 
warning in 2018 about products containing organohalogen, organophosphorus, organonitrogen, and 
nanoscale flame retardant chemicals.  

“The known adverse health effects of these chemicals to consumers include: reproductive 
impairment (e.g., abnormal gonadal development, reduced number of ovarian follicles, 
reduced sperm count, increased time to pregnancy); neurological impacts (e.g., decreased 
IQ in children, impaired memory, learning deficits, altered motor behavior, hyperactivity); 
endocrine disruption and interference with thyroid hormone action (potentially contributing 
to diabetes and obesity); genotoxicity; cancer; and immune disorders. These chemicals have 
a disproportionately negative health effect on vulnerable populations, including children.” 

The United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has identified harmful flame 
retardants in bodies of more than 90% of Americans. Exposure to flame retardants is associated with 



adverse health effects such as cancer, miscarriages, premature births, neurological and developmental 
delays, and respiratory problems. 

This provides significant justification for the Alaska State Legislature to enact HB 27. It should be 
noted that seventeen states are considering 27 policies in 2019 to ban toxic flame retardants: Alaska, 
Arizona, Connecticut, Iowa, Indiana, Massachusetts, Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Virginia, Washington, and West 
Virginia.   

We urge the House Resources Committee to pass HB 27 because prevention of neurodevelopmental 
and other adverse health effects is key to our mission. Thank you for your careful consideration of this 
critical public health measure. 

Respectfully, 

Maggie Winston, Chair  Art Delaune, Legislative Chair 



April 1, 2019 

My name is Carl Propes and I am the owner of Scan Home furniture located in the Dover Center 
in midtown Anchorage. I started the business in 1983 and have been the local owner/operator 
ever since. I import furniture from around the world to Alaska. We source our furniture in 
Denmark, Italy, the Ukraine, Finland, Norway, Brazil, North and South America, as well as 
China, Vietnam and Thailand. 
Scan Home is a past member of the Sustainable Furnishings Council, a coalition of 
manufacturers, retailers and designers dedicated to raising awareness and expanding the 
adoption of environmentally sustainable practices across the home furnishings industry. The 
Council has submitted a letter in support of HB27 Protecting the Health of Children and 
Firefighters Act . 
I am submitting this letter in support of HB27to protect the health of Alaska's children and 
firefighters by reducing their exposure to toxic flame retardant chemicals. If passed, this policy 
will prevent the manufacture, sale and distribution of toxic flame retardant chemicals in 
children's products and home furniture in Alaska.
 We polled the majority of our manufacturers last fall to determine if their furniture contained 
toxic flame retardants and all of them were in full compliance with the recently-passed California 
legislation that addressed flammability and fire safety standards. Therefore, since this bill would 
seem to have a positive impact on our community and would not negatively impact my business 
I support the passage of HB27.

Sincerely, 

Carl Propes

SCAN HOME, INC. 
Carl A. Propes Jr., Owner 
100 W 34th Ave, Anchorage, AK 99503
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