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LUNG ASSOCIATION.

Comments of Ashley Peltier, Director of Health Promotions
American Lung Association in Alaska

On House Bill 2001 before House Finance Committee
July 16, 2019
Wasilla, AK

Thank you for taking the time for this hearing today and for providing an opportunity
to testify on behalf of our Medicaid population suffering with asthma, chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease and other lung disease. | am Ashley Peltier, Director of
Health Promotions for the American Lung Association in Alaska. My comments today

are on behalf of the American Lung Association.

The mission of the Lung Association is to save lives by improving lung health and
preventing lung disease. Access to good, quality health care is vital for all Alaskans,

especially our most vulnerable citizens.

As an organization, we are deeply concerned with the $50 million cut to Alaska’s
Medicaid program. Twenty-nine percent of Alaskans are served by Medicaid. My
mother is one of those Alaskans. She works a full-time job yet does not have access
to affordable health care through her employer. Through Medicaid expansion she has
been able to receive basic health care. The veto of this funding takes away the basic
medical, dental and vision benefits that she has utilized to be a healthy, happy and

productive member of the workforce.

Like my mother, many Alaskans, including 46 percent of children, rely on Medicaid for
access to care —their health and in many cases, their lives, are tied to the medical

care they receive through this vital program.

500 W Intl Airport Road, Suite A | Anchorage AK 99518
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IN ALASKA

We urge you to prioritize the health of our most vulnerable by supporting House Bill 2001 and restore

the funding cuts to the Medicaid program.

Thank you.
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Good afternoon, my name is Terry Snyder and as AARP Alaska’s
volunteer state president | have the privilege of representing well over
80-thousand older adults across our state. While each person is unique,
we are all alike in that we are all aging.

AARP remains committed to fighting for a strong safety net of services
and supports for older adults. We know that any of one of us — at a
moment’s notice — could face a serious injury or iliness, a financial
setback or the need to care for a family member.

One part of Alaska’s safety net is the Senior Benefits Program which
serves older Alaskans who are economically poor and don’t have a well-
organized constituency with people who will speak out for them. AARP
Alaska is proud to speak on behalf of the 11,000 older Alaskans whose
lives and health are made more secure and independent by the Senior
Benefits Program. | ask you to restore the funding for this important
program that helps older Alaskans avoid a move to a much-costlier
track of dependent care. This legislature came together during the
session to approve a bi-partisan budget that included funding for this
program.

Two other extremely important components of Alaska’s safety net are
the Alaska Legal Services Corporation and the Medicaid Aduit Dental
program. Again, | ask you to restore the funding for these key programs
to the levels that were in the budget that the legislature passed on a bi-
partisan basis just a few short weeks ago.

AARP will be holding legislators accountable for their vote on Senior
Benefits, Alaska Legal Services Corporation and Medicaid Adult Dental
programs.

I ask you to honor the hard work and time that the legislature did to offer
funding solutions that were supported on a bi-partisan basis for these
three key programs.

Please restore the funding for these critical safety net programs that
support our elders.



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the ‘H F / I\)
Commitiee name
, ‘ , P
Committee on l/HS 200 ] ' , dated 7/1 L /L ?
Bill/Subject

V\(:LC?L?Q /f ©

o ve. SEEn

| 4 / \ . .

T/\ama_ uygq o ”ft/mg,, Qf{f’@fﬁfﬁiiﬁ.ihf
..

%ziug(;“:; G in o Sen (,:{T’Yl(i

wi+h +he (sove rNCE . 1T
(e:»(!ﬁ/ o Fui e

”f‘/wﬂ‘” [Wu(fg.f) YLl/\aé S
‘Q [ D L&,zzé«cﬂ,/v/, Oor cw cvent”
H ce aind T e rmale ave
—ouUS <

13’/ < i/] .
’{” mau ”h"bj Lt i< j /
hing &»ct olo legislaters:

T /’%/\1(,5@ LA -

Loth ”Huf

W ov k-
h 0%”/”\ P j
Coyld = famd my
Spe&é}\iiar?»g é(“l the-
Vfl/‘ﬂ ’)p ’ﬂ)?é-“/\ — j”‘u {‘Ly
%USL/*HA&) and r\ﬂ” P Unrs

:70 A}\ n l/( t’t

Signed:

Testifier

myaclsf

Representing (Optilvonal)

PuBoy [/ f’/& hep ,fark QIS

Address

“ic“i - 35S - 0297

Phone number



