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Testimony for HB2001: Appropriations Committee ERA for Permanent
Fund Dividends House Finance Committee

Good Afternoon, Co-Chair Neal Foster, Co-Chair Adam Wool and

members of the House Finance Committee.

My name is Anne Brenner Armstrong. I am a graduate student and educator
from Fairbanks. In a volunteer capacity, I work with the Center for Civic
Education as state coordinator of Project Citizen, supporting K-12 public
policy research.

[A shout-out to Rep. Jennifer Johnston here who has interacted with Project
Citizen students on their research.]

Today I represent my family and myself as I share three short-term and
three long term recommendations.

First I want to share my pride and appreciation

of the 37 Legislators working across the aisle to override Governor
Dunleavy's budget vetoes. Your outreach to Alaskans was impressive; your
communication meaningful and memorable. This collaboration will build
and carry forward.

TWO Immediate Recommendations
* Reduce the PFD to a sustainable amount. Qur state needs continuous
growth with this fund for the good of our people. The proposed $3000

dividend will spike negative effects for individuals and Alaskan communities.

Its impact will be compounded for victim populations of the Governor's
vetoes...young children, seniors, and specific demographic populations will
realize the available protection provided by every level of public safety
officers will be minimized or unavailable.

* Return to the balanced budget you intentionally designed for reasonable,
sustainable public services. Adopt the budget you worked hard to negotiate.



THREE Long-term Recommendations

* Revive a tax base to support education, health, safety and community
development.

Tax options would include oil tax and state income tax.

* Adjust State Constitution to clarify purpose, function, and use of the PFD
* Adjust the State Constitution to change the % of votes needed to override

a governor's veto. 60% is reasonable.

Thank you.
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