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Thank you to all of the legislators who voted to override the veotes.
Thank you for your ongoing efforts to save our state. | am disgusted at
the governor’s vetoes and so unhappy with all the 22 lawmakers who

did not vote to override them. Shame on all of them.

So many people across Alaska will suffer as a result of these devastating
cuts, and the only winners are the oil and gas industry. Where do | even
begin? Dunleavy has set up a false dichotomy. We either get state

services, or our full PFD. But somehow, last year we managed to scrape

together 1.2 billion in oil tax credits to give the Oil companies.

So you're telling me that BP posted $916 MILLION in profit last year,
and we are going to continue giving them billions of dollars in tax
credits at the same time that we steal food out of elder’s mouths by
slashing senior benefits? While'we throw people back out on the
streets by cutting the number of of beds and meals in homeless

shelters? Take away vital services like head start and Medicaid dental



care and village public safety officer funding, cut almost half of the
university’s funding? Take away all funding from Alaska State Council

on the Arts? And that’s just naming a few of the cuts!

On top of all of this, Alaska’s communities are struggling to adapt to
climate change, and they need funding to be able to succeed. Dunleavy
is taking money away from those communities and giving it to the very
industry that is driving the climate crisis. | am having a baby, and | am
concerned about my child’s future in this state, and the future of all
people who live here, especially the most vulnerable, who will be
affected the most by these cuts. | urge you all to please reject the

vetoes and restore funding for the original budget.



X//

My name is Michelle Bartlett and I have lived and worked in this
community since 1974. | appreciate you coming to Fairbanks today so
that | can publicly testify. The Permanent Fund is a public resource that
was created for the public good. Getting Unearned income from the
permanent fund and believing that this will be invested in Alaska is like
giving a teenager money for a job even before it even begins. How well
do you honestly thing the job will get done? Except for trust fund
babies where in the world do you get money just for breathing.

So what is the common good? Fairbanks prides itself on being the
Golden Heart city where people care about one another. From this
vantage point, The common good means we have an excellent
university for our children, The common good means we have a state
arts council that provides resources for dozens of organizations that in
turns provides services for thousands of Alaskans, The common good
means we have a Transportation/ferry system, The common good
means we monitor the cruise ships in southeast Alaska so they do not

pollute Alaska’s air and waters, The common good means that the



homeless may have a bed to sleep in, The common good means that
preschool education is available so that we have an educated
population, The public common good means that people on Medicaid
can have their teeth fixed, and The common good means seniors in
need have the income they need,

| hope wisdom prevails and that you use the power that was given to
you when you were elected to do the right thing for the people of this

great state.
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I’m Julie Scott and | have lived in Fairbanks since territorial days.

Thank you for being here. | have a story for you

Forty years ago, before | joined my dad’s financial planning
practice, | was news director at KFAR. | interviewed U.S. Senator
Ted Stevens regarding a contentious issue. | think it was ANWR
drilling but it may have been abortion.

We didn’t have email in 1979 but we had postcards, and voters
were mailing them to Congress by the thousands. | asked Senator
Stevens how he felt about all this mail. He said, “l disregard those
postcards because we live in a republic. Elected leaders are tasked
with deciding what is right for their constituents in the long run.

Four decades later, it is time for our legislature to decide what is
right for Alaska. Constituents have strong opinions based on
incorrect or incomplete information. (For instance, people whose
income is too low to even pay income tax don’t want to raise
revenue through an income tax.)

People who are asking for a $3000 PFD check at the expense of
state programs are like kids who want to eat only candy day after
day. Candy may be fun in the short run, but rotten teeth are no
good in the long run. Parents advocate for their children by doing
what is best for them, not by giving them all the candy they want.

Similarly, you can advocate for Alaskans. Your compromise may
not boost my checking account by $3000 in the near future, but we
will have a strong state for the foreseeable future. Ten years from
now the amount of this PFD check will be long forgotten.



(I couldn’t remember the check amount for the last three
years...1,000, 1100 and 1600.)

Let’s work together to create a financial plan for Alaska that can
weather low oil prices and reduced production. And by the way, if
you’d like to hear what four past governors, including Jay
Hammond, thought about the permanent fund and Alaska’s future,

the University recorded an amazing interview in the 1990s. & ey
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Testimony

Hello, my name is Gordon Williams. | was raised in Anchorage where | developed a
deep and abiding love for this state. This state provided me with an excellent
education, and provided affordable student loans that allowed me to pursue my
academic interests. When | decided to become a mathematician | didn’t think that
I was going to be able to come back to Alaska to do research and to teach.
However, in 2009 | was very fortunate that UAF had two positions open that my
wife and | successfully applied for.

Since joining the faculty it has been my privilege and pleasure to help educate the
next generation of our elementary and secondary teachers, our engineers and
scientists, as well as students with a whole host of other Alaskan dreams. We
know, from long experience, that students educated here are more likely to stay
here, and that hiring people with the appropriate expertise from outside is
expensive and that turnover amongst them is very high. We need to be educating
as many of our best and brightest in this state as possible.

The examples of the ways the UA system meets these needs in our state is too
long to detail, so I'd like to mention just one. Alaska has a desperate need for well ’
trained doctors. The WWAMI medical education program, started at UAF and now
at UAA, has been meeting this need for 45 years. A similar program at UAF has
been helping the state meet its critical need for more veterinarians.

So, support ali levels of education. To do otherwise is to eat our seed corn. We
need researchers, and highly trained professionals, and high quality education for
our young people if we want to expand and diversify our economy, and to have
people equipped to solve the very real problems we face.

There are a lot of people who like to draw an analogy between the state’s current
financial crisis and a household short on money. But the analogy is strained, and
poor. For one thing, most families don’t have a trust fund that was established to
help them meet their expenses. For another, most households, when pressed for
cash for important needs, will find a second job, float some bills on a credit card or
take out a loan. After that, the analogy totally breaks down. Dunleavy has
preserved 1.6billion in tax credits to oil companies, and wants to cut everyone an
unsustainably farge PFD check. )

So let’s talk about the PFD. | remember when it was instituted, and make no
mistake, it was NOT what the permanent fund was set up for. The strongest
argument | heard at the time was that it would protect the principal from being



raided by the legislature, but it was generally assumed that as oil moneys
declined, so too would our dividend checks as more of the interest was allocated
to vital services and investments in our state and people. Anyone who thinks the
Permanent Fund is ail about writing checks to residents is mistaken. That just
wasn’'t what it was for. And a $3000 PFD check won't buy good schools for our
children, quality care for the elderly and disabied, or protect and assist people
affected by domestic violence or sexual assault.

And while we are at it, and as long as people are griping about “freeloaders” and
“entitlements” and the affordability of government, how about we take a second
look at the revenue side of the equation. Why are the tax credits so big to oil
companies? Why don’t we have a payroll tax? 7«« w ?(axe !

Tax the income generated in this state for the benefit of its citizenry. Use some of
the earnings oﬁ the permanent fund— that’s what it was set up for.

Thank you for your time and attention.
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