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My name is Robert Burgess, | currently live in Ester, and will soon be moving to a house that I'm in the
process of buying on the University end of Farmer’s Loop. It will be the first time that | have owned
property in my life, and | have been very excited about it. However, these budget vetoes fell right in the
middle of our negotiations for that house, and for the first time in my life | asked myself if | really
wanted to live in Fairbanks, Alaska. | grew up here, I've been raising my kids here, and | never thought
that | would ever consider moving away permanently, but here we are. If these vetoes are allowed to
stand, it will completely change the face of this community, and the state. My girlfriend and | decided
we would go through with the purchase, but only because we are among the lucky few who might not
be personally devastated by the cuts. I'still am uncertain if this is the right decision for us and our kids
because of the ways in which this community and state are likely to change, but | am trying to have faith

in the democratic process, despite evidence that it isn’t working for the peopIe of the state.
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These vetoes cut fundlng to the Unlvergnl{y, which corlE ibutes to this communlty in so many wgys
beyond just offering world class research opportunities and education, and brings in people and money
to this community. They cut programs serving the homeless and treating addiction and mental health,
including the Bread Line and Stone Soup, which not only feed people, but help them to get on their feet
with job training, advocacy, and education. Without them, people in tough positions will be subjected to
more hardships and may turn to crime in desperation, whu:h Will affect us all. The vetoes cut a%‘cuitural
programs, including the Alaska Grown program, which ha becm a“'s]gﬂr?:'é' of”prlﬁe for Alas armers
and communities. They have closed the state council ofthg_arts, which supports local artists and brings e
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Of course there’s much more Bt the point is that these cuts blindly and |rresponsubly damage and

destroy programs and institutions that have become bastions of pride and economic stability for this
community and the state.

Already the imeing felt. Through my job, | know of a family that had an oil spill insi }hﬁéif‘
ho?sahh o the theft of their monitor heater, was unable to get a home eq_uitwm\ﬁo live in
a motel for a year due to health risks from breathing fuel va ors—They’ve only recently been able to
move back in to their home and eir loan to make necessary upgrades to the roof of
their house, only to find-eut a few weeks laterth cause they ar __un_hg;:sﬂqwmgk)\vegs,‘th_gi_r loan is
Whﬂ likelihood of furlough or terminatign] The board of directors of our small,
local credit union has apparently made the choice to put all loans to University employees on hold until

they know more about how the University will react to the cuts. That also means that contractors and

his local workers won’t get a job, local businesses won't sell them the materials, etc. There are K L \‘
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The vetoes are unconscionable, rgnd We, the Peaple, will not stand for this blatant disregard for our 0 e Cughn

physical, mental, and economic well being. | join with my community and demand that HB 2001 is Lue 's JAR
passed and funding is restored to every program that was cut by this short-sighted and authoritarian ’ﬂmt{‘
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HB 2001 Testimony to House Finance Committee

Thank you for taking the time to listen to all Alaskans. As a resident of Alaska for 49 years, I am
truly horrified at Dunleavy's budget cuts and his subsequent vetoes of the efforts by the legislature to
rectify the situation. I urge your to reverse the governor's cuts and restore funding to all the programs
that he seems hellbent on decimating and destroying.

I urge you to work for the common good of all Alaskans, to shore up our struggling economy,
insure the health and safety of all our communities, support our education systems at all levels,
especially our university systems and the research that keeps our state, nation and, indeed, the world
informed and educated. Please restore support for our arts and humanities, the power cost equalization
programs so important to the villages, services to the homeless and those struggling to find jobs and put
food on the table. We need to continue to do whatever else is necessary to protect the very land, air and
waters that supports each of us.

Dunleavy's budget seems geared to cripple Alaska for years to come and to destroy the balance
of powers guaranteed by our constitution, to say nothing about crippling our legal support systems. It is
clearly not intended to be balanced, let alone fair. We need a plan that supports a just and balanced
budget: one that offers hope and opportunity for all and is supported by a diversified income and tax
base. One that does not pay big oil more than they pay us for our oil. I urge you to grow the courage
needed to reexamine the amount of the PFD. Dunleavy's promise of a $3000 PFD is bribery, pure and
simple and a distraction.

I encourage you to work together, find the revenues needed to support the needs, health and
safety of all Alaskans regardless of age, race, place of residence or beliefs. Thank you once again for
having the courage and commitment to listen to all Alaskans.

/ H i —
Joyce M. Potter

2190 Cripple Creek Rd. 99709
PO Box 80293 99708
Fairbanks, Alaska
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2) Greetings — Good Afternoon

3) I support HB 2001, the revised budget that works to address the line item vetoes
Governor Dunleavey has threatened.

4) If the many and drastic line item vetoes Gov. Dunleavy has identified are not
diminished my community of College, Alaska will face irrevocable negative
impacts. If the cuts to UAF are not reduced the loss of jobs alone will be

devszjatin[};%qrgs T Hé CAPImL @L\C{C;Q;-\"

5) In my small neighborhood there are six people I know of who are either
employed by the University of Alaska or currently enrolled as UAF students and
near completion.

I myself have been employed at the Patty Pool — my first job as a teenager. The
pride of gainful employment and a chance to be on a University campus are strong,
positive memories. I have held other jobs — with Summer Sessions as an instructor
and 1n the Art Department to name just two.

My BA is from UAF. The quality of my education really hit home when I applied
for graduate school during my first summer at Middlebury’s Breadloaf School
English. Imagine my surprise when much of the demanding coursework and upper
level readings were many I had already encountered and explored in my
undergraduate classes. UAF gave me an education that rivalled those of my peers.
Students from Brown, Antioch, Harvard, Columbia, UCLA and other bigger, more
prestigious colleges.

The Umiversity of Alaska has nurtured my academic and personal growth, brought
a vast array of valuable people into Alaska and continues to enrich College and
Fairbanks with world class researchers, a fabulous Symphony, practical
agricultural and engineering jobs and teaching, along with a vibrant arts
community.

Without a thriving University both Fairbanks and the entire state of Alaska will
wither and devolve into a place with little depth and fewer opportunities to make a
living, learn, share and build a solid future.

6) Conclusion: I urge you to support HB 2001 and further to overnde Gov.
Dunleavey’s disastrous vetoes. Your courage, foresight and action is needed to

stop the decimation of our state.

7) Thanks to this committee for the opportunity to speak
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