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2005 Title IX: Safety for Indian Women

» Historic Amendment for Indian Country: Created in VAWA 2005-
historic because within the act, Congress recognized the severity
of the violence against Native women and the need to enact
federal legislation supporting increased protections.

» Recognized the unique legal relationship and commitment that the
US has to Indian tribes and the safety of Native women.

 Required Sec. 903, U.S. shall conduct annual government to
government consultations with Indian tribal governments
concerning administration of tribal funds and programs under this
act.
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House Bill 1585 Reauthorization of VAWA 2019

1.Reauthorizes 2013 provisions and expands prosecution of non-Indians to include
oPsﬁ(r_uctlon of justice-type crimes, sexual assault crimes, sex trafficking and
stalking.

2.Creates pilot Prc_)ject for up to five Alaska Tribes and expands the definition of
Indian Country to include ANCSA lands, townsites and communities that have
populations of at least 75% native.

3.Expands definition of DV victims to include children who witness the crime.

4.Provides a specific finding for Alaska and jurisdictional challenges because of
restrictive land settlement.

5.Expands Tribal Access Program (TAP) to tribes without law enforcement.

6.Expands enforcement of tribal protection orders and specifically in Alaska with
land issues.
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New Section: Alaska
SEC. 901. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES.

(15) In States with restrictive land settlement acts such as Alaska,
“Indian country” is limited, resources for local tribal responses
either nonexistent or insufficient to meet the needs, jurisdiction
unnecessarily complicated and increases the already high levels of
victimization of American Indian and Alaska Native women.
According to the Tribal Law and Order Act Commission Report,
Alaska Native women are over-represented In the domestic violence
victim population by 250 percent; they comprise 19 percent of the
State population, but are 47 percent of reported rape victims. And
among other Indian Tribes, Alaska Native women suffer the highest
rates of domestic and sexual violence in the country.




VAWA 2019: SEC. 903

(g) Indian Country Defined.—For purposes of the pilot project
described in subsection (f)(5), the definition of ‘Indian country’
shall include Alaska Native-owned Townsites, Allotments, and
former reservation lands acquired in fee by Alaska Native Village
Corporations pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act
(43 U.S.C. 33) and other lands transferred in fee to Native
villages.”

Young Amendment expands jurisdiction: “2) All lands within any
Alaska Native village with a population that is at least 75 percent
Alaska Natives.”



http://uscode.house.gov/quicksearch/get.plx?title=43&section=33

VAWA 2019: Criminal Jurisdiction SEC 106 2 e
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“Marker” Bills
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Native Youth & Tribal Officer Protection Act

, Murkowski (R-AK),
’Halleran (D-AZ).
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Justice for Native Survivors of Sexual
Violence Act

ne crimes committed by
ng, and trafficking.



Senate Bills to watch...
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Ways to strengthen the bill
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