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From: Cheryl Stromme <cbstromme@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2019 8:57 AM

To: House Finance Legislation

Subject: University Budget Cuts

The University is pivotal in training students to fill Alaska jobs that we currently fill by hiring out of state.

The Alaska School of Education is graduating Alaskan teachers who stay in Alaska. UAS offers career and
technical training for pre-nursing requirements, medical assisting, certified nurse aides, welding,
construction, marine transportation, and fisheries technology. All of these degrees and certificates
either put students right into the work force or prepare students for more advanced medical degrees
offered at UAA, including WWAMI. UAF is a leader’in Arctic research. These students study, live, and go
to work in Alaska.

The current budget proposal does not take into account all of the lost income from research, grants, and
salaries earned and spent in Alaska. 1000 people from the university have already lost jobs with the
budget cuts from the last four years. If the university is cut $41 million we will see much higher
numbers of unemployed from the university.

We will also lose tuition as students look to the lower 48 for schools that offer the degrees that are cut
in Alaska and security that their degree won’t be canceled. Students who study and train outside the
state often do not return.

Alaska can’t cut its way to solvency. We should be looking at ways to grow our economy. Business will
not move to a state with lousy school districts with 45-50 students in a class room or a gutted university.

We need to implement an income tax, a school tax, keep PFD payments at a reasonable amount, and

not gut our state with this absurd budget proposal. This budget represents people who do not care, are
self-serving and do not know very much about our state and about Alaskans.

Cheryl Stromme i

Sitka, Alaska

Sent from my iPhone
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