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Dear Legislature Members and Governor Dunleavy,

I am a Sitka retired teacher with 4 grandchildren in Sitka schools. Dunleavy's budget is
absurd. This is a dishonest attempt to achieve some unfathomable purpose. There is no
rational or legal justification for a mindless and destructive Dunleavy budget that would
turn Sitka into a ghost town. Article VII of the Alaska Constitution mandates public
funding of education. Dunleavy's oath of office mandates that he meets this constitutional
requirement in his budget. So, I am not here with my hat in my hand to beg you to
demonstrate that you , Governor Dunleavy, have the character and integrity to keep your
word. Iam here demanding that you, Governor Dunleavy, keep your oath of office to
support and defend the State of Alaska Constitutional mandate to fund education. Either
keep your oath, or resign. 1 wili do whatever is necessary to defend my rights under the
Constitution of the State of Alaska and in turn save my community and my family from
Dunleavy's dimwitted budget!
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Good m name is Cathy Bagley. I am a 48-year resident of

Sitka. I am here to address the future of the Sheldon Jackson Museum.

The S§] Museum is not only listed as a historic building, but houses one
of, if not the most, renowned selection of northwest artifacts in the
world.

Maintaining the knowledge of a state’s history is done by collecting, stor-
ing and displaying the physical artifacts of its people. The S] Museum
has been doing this for over 100 years.

Doing so is a reflection of the pride, importance and value we, as Alas-
kans, place on our collective history - from the first people to inhabit
our state to more recent times. You cannot put a dollar value on this.

To sell the museum and disperse its collection would be a complete trav-
esty. It would be similar to England suddenly selling the crown jewels,
one gem at a time. '

The cost of the state continuing support pales in comparison to the
damage done if the museum is lost. If sold there would be no turning
back. It would be lost today and for all generations of Alaskans forever.
Such a collection simply could not exist again.

To destroy the museum would be what I call a political sin.

Sanccani g St oo o5 PP

Iinvite all of you to visit the museum, talk with the curator and employ-
ees and experience the fascinating collection.

Thank you.
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Sarah Ferrency

Sitka, Alaska 99835

gmail.com
March 24, 2019

Thank you for providing this opportunity to testify. My name is Sarah Femrency. | oppose
the Govemor's proposed budget because it does not reflect Alaskan values. | came to
Alaska 23 years ago as a visitor, and | never left. When asked why | sfay, | often cite the
sense | got that first summer, backpacking around the road system, that we're allin this
together. Life in the North is toc harsh for an every-man-for himself culture.

The Governor has framed this budget debate as a choice between PFDs and essential
community services. This is a false choice, because it leaves out new revenue and oil
tax reform. 1 urge you to develop a balanced system for supporting those services that
are provided more efficienily and effectively by government, such asiK-12 and
University education, the Alaska Marine Highway, elder services, and Medicaid.
rOOrEssNe
This system should include new revenue, such as a modesTincome tax. Over 20% of the
Alaska work force does not live in Alaska, including highly paid North Slope workers and
itinerant medical professionals. Alaska has been good to these people, it is reasonable
to ask them to pay their fair share. An income tax might cance! out my family's
dividends, but | don't mind if it means we have schools worth sending our children fo,
and if it keeps money in the parts of the state with very small cash economies.

We also must reconsider the current ol tax credit system, which serves only to deplete
our collective natural resources while enriching muliinational corporations and their
Outside shareholders. We have the lowest effective oil iax rate of any major US oil-
producing state, and yet there is no evidence of increased production as aresult.

In Alaska, we all pull together to survive and thrive. These are the Alaskan values that
drew me 1o setile here. and that keep me here today. Please reject the Governor's
proposed draconian budget cuts, and the false choice he would like us to believe in.
Thank you so much for your service.

Sincerely,
f

S&roh Ferrency
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Comments concerning the proposed State operating Budget
Presented at the House Finance Committee hearing on 3/24/2019
By John Bruce Gazaway

Thank you to Representative Ortiz and Representative Kreiss-Tomkins, and to all other
members of the House, for providing this opportunity to speak on this imporiant issue.

The Dunleavy Budget represents a radical departure from the praclices of previous
Administrations. Clearly our State is in the midst of a budgetary crisis that demands degcisive
action. However, not all decisive actions are equally effective. | believe that the budget proposed
by the Administration will cripple the patient in the effort to cure the disease. There are other
solutions available that will cure the problem without causing the same level of damage to
Alaskan body politic.

The damaging aspects include the drastic cuts imposed upon education, devastating cuts to the
Alaska Marine Highway system and the loss of funding to local governments across the state.
These budget cuts will cripple the economies and the communities of South Eastemn Alaska.

To me the obvious solution involves increasing revenue sources combined with the existing
efforts by State agencies to control costs and create efficiencles. We must ulilize some portion
of the profits from Permanent Fund Dividend to support essential Govemmental Services. We
must re-impose a State Income Tax.

I grew up in the territory and then the State of Alaska. One of my first full time jobs was to
process State Income tax retuns. Every Alaskan paid state income taxes in the early days of
this State. We each helped suppart the schools and the ferry system...and it did not hurt us to
do so.

Submitted by
John Bruce Gazaway

Sitka, Alaska 99835
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222 Smith Street
P.O. Box 1971

Phone: 907-747-3660

PRECISION Cell: 907-738-3661

Sitka, Alaska Fax: 907-747-4661
99835-1971 =\ EoiiAiTiwiiioilsgi precisionboat@gmail.com
March 24, 2019

Govemor Dunleavy has less than four months of experience in office- he is a greenhorn. He has no track
record of success to point to- his resume’ is too short to inspire confidence in his judgment and ability.
He is pushing for catastrophic cuts in critical state functions such as education and transportation. Can
he point to a state where his economic theory has been successful? 1 think the Legislature should allow
him to test his ideas on one or two governmental functions- say, the Governor’s House and the Office of
the Governor- cut their budgets 41% and try it for a year or two- see if that unleashes the magic of
productivity and prosperity- and if it does not, the Legislature should follow the example of other
successful, prosperous and safe states that can’t suppoit important services on resource exiraction alone-
and implement a progressive, equitable income tax.

Michael Litman

Owner, Precision Boatworks
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March 24, 2019

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Amelia Budd and 1 want to first thank you all for your time and your service to our
state, and thank you especially for initiating this public process of visiting communities to collect

testimony.

I live in Sitka and I'm writing to you on my own behalf and not in any official work-related capacity.
I've worked in social services and education for most of my career. 1 am also a former small
business owner and a current University of Alaska graduate student. I'm the parent of a child about
to enter our school system, the child of a parent in the Sitka Pioneer Home, a Mt. Edgecumbe High

School graduate, and a concerned community member.

1 am writing to strongly urge you to reject Donna Arduin and the Governor’s budget and support
funding for pre-K, K-12 education, the university system, the Alaska Marine Highway system, the
Pioneer Homes, public broadcasting, and the many other community services that have always been
supported by the State of Alaska. Candidly speaking, it feels like a slap in the face to myself and to
all Alaskans who in good faith, have built lives and invested in homes and businesses and careers
here, put our children in Alaskan schools and our clders in Alaska's Pioneer Homes, and made

Alaskan communities our homes.

The governor's pian would clearly have fallout including devastating Alaska's economy and quality
of life. From campus closures to reduced home values, a shuttered Alaska Marine Highway System
to classrooms with 45 students, the potential impacts are far-reaching. Even as a parent grappling
with the high cost of living, I would strongly supporta reduced or eliminated PFD and a broad-
based tax over this devastating budget. | also believe we need to change the conversation and look to

you, our legislators, to lead this charge.

Like many Alaskans, | see the false premise we're being delivered by the Governor’s administration
that we have two choices; we can have a PFD OR we can have funding for infrastructure. [ believe

we can have both, and 1 think the facts and numbers support this. Why are non-resident workers,



who make up approximately 21% of Alaska’s workforce, not paying taxes on their ofien profitable
seasonal jobs? Why are we continuing to pay over $1 billion in oil tax credits?

Alaskans want a different conversation with all options on the 1able, with the people and
communities of Alaska prioritized, and not outside special interests like oil companies. Like many
Alaskans, 1 support and hope for growth in our communities, but innovative and sustainable growth
that includes keeping teachers and a ferry system and a robust public university and public safety
and broadcasting and elder care. This is the kind of state people want to live in, the kind of state

people put down roois in, the kind of state people invest in.

Thank you for your time and again sincere thanks for your service, especially in these difficult and

uncertain times.

Sincerely,

Amelia Budd

Sitka, AK 99835

Qﬂﬂﬂm
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March 23, 2019

Good afternoon, my name is Rosemary Carlton. Thanks to all
the Alaska State Legislators for their work on the unusually
difficult job of creating a workable budget for the state this
year.

| am in favor of reinstating a state income tax. | also suggest
you consider reinstating the “school tax”. When | arrived in
Alaska in 1969 $10 was subtracted from everyone’s paychecks
in January to help fund education. Even though the tax would
be higher now, it is still a bargain and an easy way to designate
money for schools. As an historian | heard once say, “taxes are
the price we pay for civilization.”

| am not interested in the Governor’s retroactive PFD payments.
| would like to have small class sizes in our schools, fairly paid
teachers, a ferry system, strong healthcare assistance, and the
retention of the fish box tax that is shared with cities. And, |
strongly support the continued protection and full operation of
the Sheldon Jackson Museum and improvements to the
Stratton Library allowing parts to be leased thereby providing
the state with revenue.

Thank you.

@Mimw\ﬁzcmk
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Why.....Why Is our govergnor wanting to clean up the swamp? Those swampy
things like education,ferries, swimming paols and towns??
He is doing this because he and his very financely well off associates do not want a state

income tax. why,,they do not want to pay their share of a state income tax.

Yes,,, | am fully aware that many people do not like taxes. Taxes are what makes a
government. Those that have little income will pay very litte. Those that have a big income
will pay much more.
Why are they quite so eager to increase the amount paid In the permanet fund, Thatisa
bribe. That buys the vote of many that dearly need the fund, "
Some of you will question the validity of some of these statements. | highly suggest you
read by Jane Mayer, Dark Money. Thisls A hidden history of the Billionairs behind the
rise of the radical rght.
If that does not enlighten your mind, then | suggest you read * THE CORROSION OF
l_:ONSERVATlSM" on "why | left the right" by Max Boot.

| | have lived In Sitka for 78 years. After my dear wife Maryann and | had sold our
Baranof Bullding Supply to Spenard, we traveled the worid looking far a better place to

live than Sitka, There isn't any place better Than Sitka.......



Larry Calvin

Sitka Alaska 9835

To Alaska Democrals: s

Is this:THE STINGIEST STATE IN THE UNION: Alaska has more than 50 billion in a
savings account..why can't it pay its bills? This.state has more money in the bank than
most small countries!i! Alaska is the only state in the union besides New Hampghire
without sales tax or income tax. Levying taxes would be a quick way to bring in revenue,
but Republican lawmakers have been quick to to call for more spending cuts before any
new taxes are introduced.

The statements above are from an Atlantic Magazine article by Alana Semuels,
published in August 2015, predicting exactly what is happening now in 2019. -

While Alaska was a territory, we had an income tax. The Alaskan goverment then was
much more considerate of Alaskans than it is now. We had started the pioneers home
allowing even people without money to be taken care of in their elder years. Our present
governor is drasticly raising the cost for older people. The governor is trying to greatly
limit our ferry systems, our schools, our towns.

We must start a state income tax. That will take some time before it will start covering
state needs. We should borrow enough money from the permanent fund to cover
expenses. The state would provide the fund management with a promisary note to repay
the amount borrowed. This will work for alt Alaskans. 1t will not make the non-
residence people happy that come up just for a season. They will have to pay taxes on
their income.

Sincerely Yours,

Lamry Calvin
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From@elscape.n_eﬂfelscape.neb
T Senale. unity.And.Reglanat. Affairs <Sanate.Cammunity.And.Ragional.Aﬁairs@ak.leg.gov_
netscapenet —

Subject: SB63 Keep Fish Tax coming to Munis
Date: Thu, Mar 21, 2019 2:57 pm

Do not REPEAL

— e, SEm——
1. nicipalities ¢can BEST D MINE use of taxes collected FISH DO NOT divert monies {o hidden
projects — W — T

of individuals nor departments (after the money fiows many places) before any gets back to our town.

. Institute a Statg INGLINL TAX statewide!! We're asking for it
FEEEWHLIt reaching "low hanging fruit” by CUT, CUT but do the work of getting more REVENUE.

@ﬂmﬂlmoney for gaps in budgets. Send me $500 PFD and use all supplements
and remaining 2019 PFD for dire Stale needs.

4. Play FAIR......ccooeer
i do_not own a cable TV
Nor do | own computers with internet in my Home
I'm doing my part to share State monies with my neighbors
and shara with those new comers (we want) to our community.....
because we need to recruit more businesses & employees
rather than "drive them away” because we have lousy schools,
and no swimming poals, and no MUSeuUms, and no ferries, and no affordable living.

KEEP FISH and OIL TAX MONIES COMING TO OUR MUNICIPALI TIES! WE know BEST!

Marcia nd

itka, Alaska 99835

https:I/mail.aol.cqmlwebmail-stdlen-us!PﬁntMessage ) 372172019
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House ’T’aws PoRTATION @a}{!aj gov

Keep the Ferries..i

Keep all my PFD supplementals and then

PAY for ferries with my PFD 2019 SN me $500 PFD
W~ 7

See above to Pay for my Request t w

DO NOT Take my PFD to move Legislators OFFICES North!

We're doing our part to bring in income:

1. New Hote} for visitors
2. Continue S.J. Museum 50 Visitors

have places to visit!

REVENUE continuedlllllll.ll'.l"l.
For years NOW we {in this community) have continually

Sent you legislators messages........... SET-UP

v CCOME TAX...............do not be fooled.......we want it
i
0

& .
r INCREASED revenuel

FAIRNﬁﬁﬁ.,!.....................

I am on a Fixed Income and do NOT HAVE Cable TV and

)

Do NOT HAVE computer NOR internet in my home........... 'm

doing my Part and want to SHARE ferries and museum

with friends and neighbors and new employees!t|il!

WCW@%]’ K 99535

H 7//6/1‘7




TO: All AK. State Legislators — 31" session
(Senate Rutes Committee)
(State Affairs, Finance)

NO....NO.......to Senate Bill 23

——

NO....NO......to Senate Bill 24

Ungueet

{No Supplemental funds of the Permanent Fund}

F

Instead take all monies intended in these bill use for:

State Ferries
State Schools
state Fish Tax for Municipalities

State Oil Tax for Municipalities
Public Radio

My values include the health of all above.

Do you not understand?
We stand to lose our ONLY g'ghwayl
We stand to lose teachers (45 in Sitka, AND 100 in Juneau, AND
72 in Ketchikan}t ' '
We stand to lose a flow in information largely free of FAKE NEWS!
S p——

We stand to lose vibrant communities attractive to

families and new workersl“
— o

VOTE NO.............Marcia StrancWiIHR. sitka, AX 99835
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From: H}mﬁ%mmx net>
ousaState Affairs <Hous rs@akleg go

Sub]ect- Resolution 0.
Date: Tue, Mar 12, 2019 1.07 pm

netscape.nat>

H int Resalytion

Fﬁsq ?‘! Fal___u
o mint the $1 coin featuring Elizabeth Peratrovich.
- -

Definitely HONOR an Alaskan, her family Is still in S.E.AK
—r HONOR civll rights

« HONOR women, she comes from a matrilineal soclety,
the Tlinglt Nation

w HONOR a person who changed gloom into HOPE
- COINS are 3 powerful way to remind us of indigenous truths

Thank You,
Vote Y

Marcia Strand= Siﬁii AK 99835

] .
L] ¥

ht,tps:ﬁ'mail.aol.comlwebmail-stdlen-uslPrintI\dessage

3/12/2019



Public lestimon
Lor s House Finance. Commitee

Mardh &6, 2019
Martin Nigmi

‘W
The people of AlasKa coastal Communttes rely on the,
F(‘QSkd-a }’Y\arm& Hlﬂ"\wa‘\{ S\{S-&—@m J-US“I’ a < mdny PQ‘DPIQ’
-Pr‘om other (‘,Dmmwt’lﬁ'léi re,lY on jl’heir road SvS-I—em ,
Recently, T was referred 42 \/n'ﬂgm(au Mason Hosprial
For medicad reasons, T wds

in Seatte Lor Sur?ery.
prohibited Gom Flying home Jo Juneaw after the

\/m
SIL\’QGX‘\/ and. P€+urne; home. by 'FQN"Y me
Pellingham. e need our Locrves | They are
essentiak ‘f’FanSpaH”come <ervices | Do net

reduce. Service OF 'ﬁ(hd!ﬂj for
Hl'g%wa 3\/54‘%.
™ [srvr

Martin N ems



House Finance Committee
Sitka Town Hall Form
March 24, 2019

Name \)(DL\U STEI

Address ___

NMC A

Comments: Do you want comments submitted as public testimony on the Operating Budget ,g_
[

- — —

-

permanent Fund Dividends to individuals are subject to Federal Income Tax. That means taxpayers will
send a portion of their dividend, out of state, to the federal government.

Working this in my head, if 700,000 Alaskans receive $3000 each then $2,100,000,000 might be
distributed. Of that, depending on tax rate, perhaps 20% or $420,000,000 might be taken for Federal
taxes.

1§ this same amount were contributed to essential state services, that 20%, $420,000, 000, could be
retained in Alaska and help avoid any new individual Alaska tax obligations.

(A

22411

| think this “leak” shauld be calculated and considered.



Alaska House of Representatives

House Finance Committee
Sitka Town Hall Form
March 24", 2019

Name \)OD‘U STEI

Address —

Sie

Comments: Do you want comments submitted as public testimony on the Operating Budget ’Q—
[

L

Permanent Fund Dividends to individuals are subject to Federal income Tax. That means taxpayers will ™~
send a portion of their dividend, out of state, to the federal government.

Working this in my head, if 700,000 Alaskans receive $3000 each then $2,100,000,000 might be
distributed. Of that, depending on tax rate, perhaps 20% or $420,000,000 might be taken for Federal
taxes.

If this same amount were contributed to essential state services, that 20%, $420,000, 000, could be
retained in Alaska and help avoid any new individual Afaska tax obligations.

PA

224017

1 think this “leak” should be calculated and considered.



Kﬂ’fb \)O\\QSG{\
U

S\'\'y‘:‘l P‘L
19635

| read that these hearings are the first of their kind in Alaska. This means
the House Finance Committee is going above and beyond to listen to the
constituents of Alaska. Your dedication is appreciated and is heartening to us:
Thank you.

| am here to speak against Governor Dunleavy’s proposed budget. | believe
it is bad for our state and our rural community. The cuts to public education, the
University, health care, the Alaska Marine Highway, the Pioneer Home, and
Medicaid are unacceptable.

The governor’s proposed budget is creating a crisis for local communities,
like Sitka, which will not be able to absorb the high costs of what will be lost.

| don’t believe the impacts of this budget have been properly studied. The
economic impacts alone seem yet unclear, even to those tasked with analyzing
them. Putting these cuts into place without realistically knowing their affects is
irresponsible. There is fear that these cuts will lead to continued migration out of
Alaska. | believe these fears are valid- we need only talk to our friends and
families to know how many people are thinking of leaving.

| do not support repealing the fisheries taxes and | do not support the
retroactive payment of past PFDs.

| do support a broad based tax to pay for the services we want and expect
in Alaska.

However, if cuts are to be made | expect them to be made with continued
bipartisan cooperation and continued input from the communities and people
who will be affected. | expect the impacts of these cuts to be realistically studied
before being implemented./ | want any changes to be carried out in a way that
cause minimal impact, rather than enormous cuts that will cause harm to our
state and the people of Alaska.

We deserve better than what is being offered.

Thank you again for your time.



Alaska House of Representatives

House Finance Committee
Sitka Town Hall Form
March 24tt, 2019

Name \_Same,g 1\\ ]Z\l mowv

Address ___

Sutka A L 99835
Comments: Do you want comments submitted as public testimony on the Operating Budget E_
No, ame ma. ime._Alskan  of
Y4 ~Mv w via LS neg n_Sdia,
She evtteve U \7 -~ Lve ld +he
Mmonly Cost fbr Leve oul “

v mon - T wias Hine widh Mat. Now after ’—'m":hS

g}a_u:g\aﬁ_-mso_%ug» e FIVE [EVeL-
SNeren ~ Thatway +he Diate Can Squeéze more.
mohe\ owt ns  Thy rate.

¢ level A under +Ho iew proposal 15 1, (357
o montn - Qnd ‘CV&) - \’\}Dl’lld b‘e- lgl 35500, W
State says Hus 15 affordable - Level 3wl
40 WP 4, 390" and Level 4 wall 40 kp (538"
Shalbs wos+ 100% and +he State SayS 1ts
q V‘dq EY
Get o copy of :fix& Qov?nor's Hones-lfgmﬂ -
I don‘“l‘ ming P % or |0 more but Hie i
rate will Grre sveryone o be Subsidized by+Hhe.
State., Muda 15 & [ifeloy Alasken,

Please, keep Hhepionesr fomes ab & vate residets
me CLQ{-'\OVda W%M




House Finance Committee
Sitka Town Hall Form
March 24", 2019

Name _ﬁiML#dJ:}'
——

S'.H% A, 12335

Comments: Do you want comments submitted as public lestimony on the Operating Budget g_

]
_I_!_Lq o 30 i ot A’Turko.
T d5 "wi ' . o8
[ L4 l|‘._-.:_ Y, ¢ s [y L_L‘ ngl D
> J"' h 7} Axsdiiwe & ' ) | ) W £~ 7T
i 42

{
l'f‘- Al ul. greo W
L/

g D2 : \

h {4 Ls) Ao wBrlL L b ALhJ FN-T) D2 i
rd i

hoan K Vald,
- »

h 6 ' L - ‘ (Lo L (
] 1 .‘ g » A ’ z o‘ wald al= (8- .7
e doak tefuatiods, ol el %‘Mt
) sedibwdesent



