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Debbie V. Cary

Ninilchik Alaska 99639

Hi, thank you for the opportunity to speak and thank you for your service to the State of Alaska my
name is Debbie Cary P 0. Box 39317 Ninilchik Alaska. | would like to ask you a simple question. What
defines you as an ALAKSAN? If being an Alaskan means you receive a Permanent Fund Check each
October then by all means, please pass this Draconian budget because ) can guarantee you it will hurt all
Alaskans, but you will still get your PFD.

That is not the type of Alaskan | am. lam a community member, who volunteers within my community,
a business owner of a small business in a small rural community for the past 29 years, a mother who has
raised 4 of her own children and counseled countless others in my tenure in Alaska and | currently serve
on the KPBSD School Board to name a few. | am an Alaskan because | have always been proud of what
Alaskans do for each ather, how Alaskans care about their neighbors and how Alaskans are always there
for each other in times of need.

I would like to share a story about Alaskans and what was a defining moment in my life, about what
solidified the meaning of ALASKAN for me. In 2002 ! was home alone with my two-year-old daughter,
the phone wasn’t working, which was a little odd, | was out of milk, and to top it off ! was sick. Because
the phone wasn’t working, in true Alaskan style | got myself and my daughter in the car to drive to work
to tell them | was too sick to come to work. When I reached the Deep Creek Bridge, | realized something
was terribly wrong, the Deep Creek Bridge had been wiped out by a flood, | was trapped between it and
the Stariski Bridge. There was a small store, so | went inside to use the phone and to buy some milk
because my two-year-old needed her milk, but they were out of, but | was able to use the phone. |
called my husband and told him what was going on within hours | had neighbors bringing me milk and
stopping by to see if they could help. People stopped in for the next three days to ensure my daughter
and [ were okay because that is simply what Alaskans do. We have fund raisers for those in need, we
give when we have nothing to give, we listen when someone needs to talk, we provide a shoulder when
someone needs to cry, we preserver, and we take care of each other. Why, because we care, because
we are ALASKANS. | am sure each of you can think of a story that defines you as an ALASKAN.

limplore you to look at how these proposed cuts will devastate all of Alaska. Are we Alaskans who care
about our neighbors? | for one do not wish to see these cuts implemented in this manner. | recently had
someone tell me these cuts is like having a surgeon going into surgery with no means to stop the
bleeding. The patient will DIE.

As Alaskans we are the LAST FRONTIER, we care about each other. | would like to mention some of the
devasting affects these cuts will have to Kenai Peninsula. As a school board member, we are focusing on
how to make 20 plus million dollars in reductions. These cuts could include the closure of ALL pools and
theaters, the elimination of ALL extracurricular activities, reduction in staff, increase in classroom sizes
and the closure of schools.



While | believe we all need to look for efficiencies in all aspects of government | must ask if a systematic
approach of slow cuts might not serve Alaskans more effectively? Should we have a planned approach
and priotize the needs of all Alaskans?

The idea that the governor’s budget does not include any new taxes is ludicrous. The governor’s budget
puts the burden of taxation on the individual municipalities and boroughs while systematically stripping
them of their ability to fund their communities by taking away the Oil and Gas Property Tax Money, by
taking away the Fish Tax Money, by shifting the responsibility of School Debt reimbursement to the
communities, by eliminating Community Revenue Sharing money all of these things will hurt the
Borough's ability to fund essential services. These cuts represent over a $20 million dollars to the Kenai
Peninsula Borough coupled with $20 million dollars to the school district. Our Borough cannot sustain a
$40 million dollar cut in one year. This is not the approach needed to ensure we have a striving Borough
that meets the needs of the people. In my earlier example of the surgeon | must ask who you want in
charge of the scalpel an educated or uneducated person.

As an Alaskan | would like to offer the idea of a strategic step-down approach to reducing funding while
implementing a sustainable tax structure to share the burden of taxation to all that use our wonderful
state. | am willing to pay a state-wide sales tax, an income tax and to give a percentage of my PFD to
guarantee Alaska remains healthy and viable for today, tomorrow and the future, Are you?
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My 3/23/19 Testimony to House Finance Committee “Road Show”

60\&' N ¢
Speaker Edgmon, Representatives Knopp, Johnson and Carpenter. Thank

you for providing me the opportunity to speak before you tonight.

I’m Gary Turner, _Soldotna. I’'ve been the director of

UAA’s Kenai Peninsula College for 17 years. We have a Kenai River Campus
in Soldotna, in Homer our Kachemak Bay Campus, and in Seward our

Resurrection Bay Extension Site.

While we hope the 41% cut to the university will not be supported by the
House or Senate, a number of UA employees are realizing that they need to

start making their decisions to leave or stay, sooner rather than later.

Some of these employees have young families and their decision to look for
other jobs is not just based on the potential cuts to UA, but also to K-12 and

o
other services supported by the state, to include funding I municipalities.

In January | was prepared to make employment offers to a new math

professor and English professor; these positions had been vacated due to
retirements. Once the budget was released, | informed the candidates we
would not be proceeding due to the looming budget cuts. | didn’t want to

make them offers in January and then call them in June and say,



“Sorry | was just kidding.” As a result of this, KPC will likely not be able to

meet the demand for English and math classes starting in the fall.

We are extremely proud of what KPC has accomplished over the years,
particularly when you consider we’ve had to cut our budget by about $2
million over the last five years. That’s a huge dent for a small college, but
we have persevered. We are now cut to the bone. More cuts will cut into

the marrow and take off limbs.

| ask that you think of these things as you debate the budget. Your
constituents across the state deserve a first class university. With your help
and belief in your university, we will continue to provide a quality
education for the next 100 years. That should be a legacy we all aspire to
because we don’t want future generations saying “How could they have let

this happen!?”

Thank you for listening and your service to our state. | have a KPC lapel pin
for each of you to show our appreciation for your visit as we give all visiting

dignitaries. Permission to approach?
Owe 'Qf Uance . (lue o @qﬁj
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My name is lesse Bjorkman from Nikiski. | encourage all legislators, everyone in attendance and the thousands watching
around the state to support full and forward funding for K12 Education.

Ben Franklin wisely said, “This will be the best security for maintaining our liberties. A nation of well-informed men who
have been taught to know and prize the rights which God has given them cannot be enslaved. Itis in the religion of
ignorance that tyranny begins.”

Jesse Bjorkman would put that this way. “Education about our history and the natural law informs ignorance, defends
liberty, and destroys tyrants. We must fund and prioritize education in Alaska”

Good government must be of the people, by the people, and then finally for the people. Too often, | believe Alaskans
want to skip directly to the last item on this list and demand what government can do for them. When Afaskans put
personal private benefit before personal responsibility and service to others, then government becomes an external
entity that we Alaskans find no part in. Government becomes an unbearable ogre because we have delegated our
responsibiiity fothe Alaskan commons and our local government to someone else who we do not know and do not

trust. Mully Hickle sed bais = " e used o ;7 Ylafs 60! Now we sy "G et Ve usedd

"I"O ‘4'7 ”Gr"". te th. ﬁu"wc_‘ Ur)w e & ,I p(.‘l oy huv‘-_ < C‘t’“ﬂ‘t ?1

The Alaskan constitution states in Article 1 Section 1 that, “all persons have corresponding obligations to the people and
to the State.” Your duty to participate in Alaskan government is constitutionally mandated!

You can choose a ready governmental guide in some celestial voice or think your job is through when you leave that
polling booth. But if you choose not to decide you still have made a choice. Those who wish to be free must accept their
own constitutionally mandated governmental responsibility. Free people must put aside governmental alienation and
get on with the real relation of how the fascination with education will shape the underlying theme.

What is the solution to our governmental situation? Personal responsibility. We must all have the courage to ask hard
questions and dig deep to find real solutions.

Here are some questions that Alaskans need to answer:

1. Are Alaskans supporting schools with their volunteer time, positive attitudes toward schoof and celebrations of
success?

2. Do the words that Alaskans speak about education praise success or only prophesy faifure and low expectations?

3. Is Alaska meeting its Constitutional mandate in developing its resources for the maximum benefit for all Alaskans or
only a small minority?

4. What can Alaskans do to make Alaska the best that it can be? Shall we give up the PFD or tax the other guy behind the
tree?
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In closing, the purpose of education in Alaska on the Kenai Peninsula is to:

- Ensure all students will succeed in their education and work
- Give students the opportunity to shape worthwhile and satisfying lives for themselves
- Exemplify the best values of society

So that our students can go on to be effective in improving the character and quality of the world around them.

| urge you to join in this mission and support full forward funding of K12 education in Alaska. Qur kids, our students and
our future is worth it.
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