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February 9, 2018  
 
 
The Honorable Cathy Giessel  
State Senate  
Alaska State Capitol  
Juneau, Alaska 99801  
 
Senator Giessel:  
 
The Alaska State Medical Board has reviewed Senate Bill (SB) 108, which proposes to streamline the 
medical application process, established a licensing program for certified medical assistants, and 
authorize the Board to set standards for delegation of routine duties to unlicensed assistive personnel.  
 
The Board supports the proposal to streamline the licensing process, which will improve licensure 
processing times, while ensuring public safety, by allowing the board to grant additional authority to their 
executive staff for the issuance of medical licenses and temporary permits.  
 
As you know, the Board has for some time supported a statute change to allow them to set standards for 
delegation of routine duties to unlicensed assistive personnel. They are pleased that you are interested in 
introducing such legislation.  
 
Although the Board has previously opposed a new licensing/registration program for medical assistants, 
they understand and appreciate your intent to establish jurisdiction for those that have earned a national 
certification and may be appropriately delegated specific, supervised duties, including acting as delegates 
for reviewing the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP.)  
 
Although the Board did express concern that the cost and resources needed for such a program be 
carefully considered in moving forward with the legislation, including the need for additional staff to 
administer the new licensing program and approval authority, they believe that the additional licensing 
fees should offset those additional costs to the Board. 
 
The Board supports this proposed legislation. The Board also expressed their thanks for your attention to 
these legislative issues related to their licensing programs.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Craig Humphreys, MD, President  
Alaska State Medical Board 
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From: Tonya Caylor
To: Rep. Sam Kito
Subject: SB 108
Date: Tuesday, April 10, 2018 12:56:55 PM

I am writing you as a family physician in the area to please consider passing SB 108 as is.

Medical Assistants work only under our direction only.  Requiring a licensing/certification only serves to complicate
their lives and add expense without adding any tangible benefit to the community.

Thank you

Tonya L Caylor, MD
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From: William Martin
To: Rep. Sam Kito; Rep. Adam Wool; Rep. Andy Josephson; Rep. Louise Stutes; Rep. Chris Birch; Rep. Gary Knopp;

Rep. Colleen Sullivan-Leonard
Subject: SB 108
Date: Tuesday, April 10, 2018 12:28:33 PM

Dear Chair and Members of the House Labor and Commerce Committee,

Please support passing SB 108--as written.  It is important to understand that medical
assistants play an integral part of our team of caring for patients.  However, they work directly
under our (physician/surgeon) supervision and direction AND with no independent
judgment.   I have grave concerns that the proposed changes for licensure of medical assistants
with lead to higher costs and less efficiency for my medical practice and for the practices of
my colleagues throughout the State.

Thank you for your consideration and attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Bill 
William Robert Martin, III, MD
Email: juneaufxmd@gmail.com
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From: alex malter
To: Rep. Sam Kito
Subject: SB108
Date: Tuesday, April 10, 2018 2:18:20 PM

Dear Representative Kito,

I understand that the House Labor and Commerce Committee is considering SB108 this week, a bill
dealing with the delegation of responsibility to medical assistants, as well as the certification of medical
assistants so as to allow them to review selected patient prescription history on the PDMP as physician
agents.  Thank you for your attention to this issue

As a physician who has practiced in Alaska for more than 20 years and serves as managing partner of
a six-provider primary care practice, I support passage of SB108 as written.  Amending the Bill to
mandate licensure of MAs wouldn't be beneficial.

While a goal of requiring full licensure of MA's may seem laudable, I believe the heightened requirements
for these individuals will be burdensome and not further protect patients.  MAs currently work under the
auspices of providers, who are fully responsible for their work as employees.  I'm not aware of any
instances during which poor MA quality put patients at risk, nor do I believe that requiring licensure for
these individuals (who've typically already completed courses of up to 18 months) will actually improve
care delivered.  

While it might seem reasonable to think of MAs and CNAs similarly, the work of these two types of
assistants differs substantially, which is why certification and licensure isn't the same  CNA's
are licensed in part because they're often the primary caretakers of patients for hours at a time, when
they often are autonomously caring for disabled individuals who can't protect themselves at all;
conversely, MA's are working very briefly with patients within an office setting, in which more responsible
providers are immediately present, and also interacting with a patient.  Society understandably has an
interest in wanting a CNA working alone with, for example, a completely dependent disabled
person hours at a time to be somewhat accountable through a license; conversely, none of my clinic
patients have ever expressed any concerns about the certification of the MA's who work with us, since my
patients fully understand that I'm responsible for an MA's work.  MA's simply don't have the same type of
autonomy that CNA's do when they work alone with patients (usually disabled) for ours at a time.     

Please feel free to call if you have questions (789-2950), and thanks again for your legislative efforts. 

Alex Malter, MD,  Family Practice Physicians,  Juneau Alaska
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From: anya maier
To: Rep. Sam Kito
Subject: SB 108
Date: Tuesday, April 10, 2018 1:55:24 PM

Dear Representative Kito, 

 I am  a family physician in a large, busy  group practice in Juneau. In our office,
medical assistants perform simple, valuable service such as rooming patients, and
taking vitals. They work under the direction of other licenced medical personnel.
Although some of them have a wealth of medical knowledge, their positions require
no  independent medical judgment  and should not need to be licenced.  Requiring
licensure of MAs would add unnecessarily to the cost of medical care, and the
difficulty of keeping medical offices addequately staffed.
 Please support passing SB 108 as written. 

Respectfully, 

Anya Maier, MD
Valley Medical Care
1801 Salmon Creek Ln
Juneau, AK 99801
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From: Rebecca Bingham
To: Rep. Sam Kito; Rep. Adam Wool; Rep. Andy Josephson; Rep. Louise Stutes; Rep. Chris Birch; Rep. Gary Knopp;

Rep. Colleen Sullivan-Leonard
Subject: SB 108
Date: Tuesday, April 10, 2018 8:41:33 PM

As a physician, I want to urge you to pass HB 108 as written, without suggested amendments
that would increase costs and unnecessary hurdles, without protecting patients.  It would most
likely  made it harder for patients to be seen in a timely manner, and add yet more cost to
providing care in Alaska.

Thank you

Rebecca J. Bingham, MD
Anchorage
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