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RE: Opposition House Bill 277

—

Broadband Internet: Neutrality/Regulation

Committee Co-Chair Foster and Co-Chair Seaton:
On behalf of AT&T, please accept this letter of opposition regarding House Bill 277
Broadband Internet: Neutrality/Regulation a bill that proposes to regulate internet service
providers at the state level to ensure a free and open internet. While history has shown that
the internet will remain free and open even without regulation, AT&T supports appropriately
tailored federal legislation to ensure internet openness and to end the uncertainty from over a
decade of FCC rule changes. The nature of the internet is inherently interstate, a web of
interconnected networks that spans across state, and even national borders. Accordingly, any
such legislation must be adopted by Congress to ensure a consistent approach across all
states. Alaska should urge its congressional delegation to craft federal open internet
legislation.
—

—

For more than a decade, under both Republican and Democratic administrations,
AT&T has consistently made clear that we provide broadband service in an open
and transparent way.
•
•
•
•

We
We
We
We

do
do
do
do

not
not
not
not

block websites.
censor online content.
throttle or degrade internet traffic based on content.
unfairly discriminate in our transmission of internet traffic.

These are legally enforceable commitments that are published on our website and readily
available for consumers to review.
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In addition to making these longstanding enforceable commitments, AT&T has long
supported and continues to support a legislative solution in Congress that would make these
core consumer protections permanent, while preserving incentives to invest and innovate.
Congressional action ensures uniformity of the rules that regulate the internet. Attempts by
individual states to pass disparate legislation can result in a patchwork of possibly
inconsistent state laws that would be virtually impossible to implement. Instead, we need
strong and permanent rules across the internet ecosystem to help create a stable regulatory
environment that encourages investment in next generation technologies and the delivery of
innovative services.
I have included an open letter from AT&T Chairman and CEO Randall Stephenson
published recently in the New York Times, the Los Angeles Times, USA Today, and the
Wall Street Journal. As expressed in Mr. Stephenson’s letter, AT&T is calling on Congress
to end the debate once and for all by writing new laws that govern the internet and protect
consumers across all states.
The internet has thrived, and Alaskans have benefitted from all of the great innovations and
technological advancements that were made under balanced framework first established by
the Clinton Administrations and that remained in place for all but two years over the last two
decades. AT&T fully supports Congress adopting basic rules of the road to permanently
ensure that the internet remains an open and flourishing platform for all users. That action
needs to be taken by Congress, so that consumers can expect and rely on rules that will stand
up to the changes of political winds and elections of new administrations.

Respectfully submitted,

Shawn Uschmann
AT&T
Enclosures

Consumers Need
an Internet Bill of Rights
Government rues icr the internet have been debated for neatly as long as the
‘nternet hss esisted, en before a professor coned the term ‘net neutra:ty’
15 tears ago.
The internet has changed our lives and grown be,ond what anyone could
nave imagned And it’s done so. for the most part. ni th very few—but often
chang.ng-—rues Peguiators under four different presrdenss have taken four
different aoproarhes. Courts hz-ic overturned regulatory decisions. Regulators
have reversed their predecessors And because the internet is so critical to
everyone. ‘ts understandably confusing and a bitconcerning when you hear
the rtiles have retently changed. yet again.
It is time for Congress to end the debate once and for all, by writing new laws
that qosern the internet and protect consumersUntil they do, I want to make clear what ywu can expect from AT&T
AT&T is committed toan open interneb We don’tblock websites.
‘.Ve don’t censorontne content- And we don’t throttle, detrimnate,
or degrade netsvork performance based on content. Period.
We have publicly committed to these principles for 0-icr 50 years. And ye
wll continue to ab de by them in providing our customers the open internet
exoerience they ha-, e come to expect
But the commitment of one company is not enough. Congressional
action is needed to establish an ‘Internet all of R.ghts’ that applies to all
‘nternex tompan:es and guarantees neutraity, transparency, openness,
non-discrim-naton and privaty protection for all internet users.
Legis!ation would not only ensure consumers’ rights are protected, but it 5’. mild
prov.de consistent rules of the road for all internet comoan es arross all ,vebsites,
content, devices and appl:cations. In the very near future, tecbnoog.cal advances
like self-drtvcng cars, i-emote surgery and augmented reaity will demand even
greater performente from the intemet. Without pred:rtable rules for how
the internet r.crks, ito. II he dilficult to meet the demands of these ness
technc’ogy advances.
Thats why we intend to work with Congress. osher internet comoan Cs
and consumer groups in the Com’ng months to ptish for an
‘Internet DII of R:ghtz’ that permanently protects the open internet
for all users and ercourages continued investment for the next generation
of internet innovation.

Randall Stephenson
AT&T Chairmen and CEO
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