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You can add this to your bill packet for the next committee. We received it just today. ‐Kendra
From: David Boyle [mailto:dboyle@alaskapolicyforum.org]
Sent: Thursday, February 15, 2018 7:48 AM
To: Rep. Chris Tuck <Rep.Chris.Tuck@akleg.gov>
Cc: Rep. Ivy Spohnholz <Rep.Ivy.Spohnholz@akleg.gov>; Rep. Gabrielle LeDoux <Rep.Gabrielle.LeDoux@akleg.gov>; Rep.
Justin Parish <Rep.Justin.Parish@akleg.gov>; Rep. George Rauscher <Rep.George.Rauscher@akleg.gov>; Rep. Lora
Reinbold <Rep.Lora.Reinbold@akleg.gov>; Rep. Dan Saddler <Rep.Dan.Saddler@akleg.gov>
Subject: HB 262 Testimony for the Record
The Honorable Chris Tuck, Chair
Special Committee on Military and Veterans’ Affairs
Alaska House of Representatives
Alaska State Capitol, Room 204
Juneau, AK 99801

February 15, 2018

Dear Chairman Tuck,
I am writing in support of HB262, Military Spouse Courtesy License. This bill will enable military spouses to continue to
participate in the Alaska economy, provide needed services to Alaskans, and more importantly provide harmony to
those military families stationed in Alaska.
I would like to recommend several additions to the bill. Recommend that the current regulation which states “Spouses
of active duty military personnel with Alaska orders may request that their temporary or courtesy licensing applications
be expedited according to AS 08.01.063” be changed to include those spouses whose Active Duty members are assigned
to “short tour” areas (Permanent Change of Station orders). Reasoning: When military members receive PCS orders to
unaccompanied areas (e.g. Korea), their spouses and families usually remain in Alaska. This change in the regulation
would enable the spouse to practice their profession while the Active Duty spouse is assigned to a short unaccompanied
tour.
I would also like to recommend that the statute be changed to include healthcare professionals and teachers. As you
know there is a serious shortage of special education teachers in many Alaska school districts. Allowing courtesy licenses
for teachers would help alleviate this shortage and be a win‐win for both school districts and military spouses. Teachers
who are certified in other states are no less qualified than Alaska certified teachers. In the past, DOD teachers have
taught Alaskan students at several Alaska bases/posts while not having Alaska licenses.
I also recommend that Active Duty military spouses who are registered nurses be provided courtesy licensing. My wife is
a registered nurse and has had her licensure from Pennsylvania. She has practiced in Illinois, Texas, Colorado, Florida,
Nebraska, and Alaska in the Air Force and VA. She has been an ER nurse, flight nurse, hospital in‐patient nurse, Chief
Nurse at Elmendorf AFB hospital (3rd Medical Group), Air Force medical group commander (45th Medical Group, Patrick
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AFB FL), and the Chief Nurse at the Alaska VA. All the while with a Pennsylvania license. I can assure her nursing
care/practice did not suffer because she did not have an Alaska license. Matter of fact, if you needed nursing care, you
would want her at your bedside, regardless of her licensure.
So, when it comes to teaching and nursing, it matters little the source of one’s licensure. What really matters is the
quality of teaching and nursing. By providing teacher and nurse courtesy licenses to Active Duty military spouses, the
State Of Alaska reaps the
rewards of qualified professionals who add to the Alaska economy and also improve the morale of the military family.
Thank you for offering this bill and I hope you thoughtfully consider the above recommendations. This is the least we
can do for our military families.
Request this letter be made part of the record on HB262.
Very respectfully,
David Boyle
Alaska Policy Forum
907‐444‐4970
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