




thread Connects 
Early Care and Learning to Alaska 



DHSS and DEED  
Partnership and Services

We have a distinctive focus on aligning the early care and learning 
system for more positive outcomes for young children. This alignment 
aims to increase access to high quality early care and learning
including: 

• Expanding professional learning to all early educators across the 
state following the Alaska Early Learning Guidelines and the Early 
Care and Learning Core Knowledge and Competencies

• Aligning Quality Standards for all early care and learning 
environments/types through Learn & Grow, Alaska’s Quality 
Recognition and Improvement System





What is Learn & Grow?
Quality Recognition & Improvement System (QRIS)

QRIS is in 43 states. Includes quality standards and activities for Child Care, Head 
Start/ Early Head Start, State & Private Pre-K, and Licensed School-age Programs

Comprehensive continuous quality improvement framework

Financial and educational supports to Early Care and Learning programs

Helps families to become better consumers of quality

Promotes accountability for policy makers and funders

Learn & Grow is voluntary











Questions?

Stephanie Berglund
CEO

3350 Commercial Drive
Suite 203
Anchorage, AK 99501
sberglund@threadalaska.org
(907) 265-3101

mailto:sberglund@threadalaska.org
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