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WH A T'S THE 
PROBLEM?

"By 2025, the Alaska fleet will  
include roughly 3,100 vessels  
between 28' and 59' that are  
more than 45 years old...the  
Alaska fleet also includes 75  
passenger vessels, tugs, and  
barges over 50 years old..."
T re n d s & Op p o r t u n i t i e s i n t h e A l a s k a M a r i t i m e Su p p o r t   S
e c t o r , M c Do w e l l Gro u p ( 2 01 4 )https://youtu.be/S-SFGTzlA1g

https://youtu.be/S-SFGTzlA1g


A GUY W A LKS 
I NTO A BA R. . .

We l o v e o u r b o a t s , a n d  
w e d e p e n d o n o u r

c o a s t s a n d r i v e rs f o r  
t ra n s p o r t a t i o n ,

c o m m e rc e , a n d q u a l i t y
o f l i f e . B u t t h e re i s n o
d e n y i n g t h e i m m e n s e

c o s t o f o w n i n g a n d  
m a i n t a i n i n g a b o a t .

T h o s e c o s t s o n l y
i n c re a s e o v e r t i m e .



JA KOLOF BA Y 
201 2- 1 3



A GROW I NG 
PROBLEM

ADN R h a s b e g u n a
d a t a b a s e , b u t i t i s f a r
f r o m c o m p l e t e . T h e re a re   
n e a r l y 2 0 0 d o c u m e n t e d
d e re l i c t s a c ro s s A l a s k a . We
k n o w m a n y m o re e x i s t , a n d
t h e n u m b e r w i l l c o n t i n u e
t o i n c re a s e .

NOAA database of wrecks & obstructions



THE PUBLI C PA YS 
THE PRICE

Wi t h o u t d a t e d s t a t u t e s ,  
o u r m u n i c i p a l i t i e s a n d
s t a t e a g e n c i e s a re u n a b l e  
t o e f f e c t i v e l y p re v e n t a n d  
m a n a g e d e re l i c t v e s s e l s .
A l a s k a n w a t e rs a re a
d e f a u l t d u m p i n g g ro u n d .



S OLUTIONS  
I N HB386

O v e r a t w o - y e a r
p e r i o d , t h e De re l i c t   
V e s s e l Ta s k F o r c e
i d e n t i f i e d m a j o r
b a r r i e r s a n d s o l u t i o n s  
t o i m p r o v e d e re l i c t
v e s s e l p re v e n t i o n an d 
m a n a g e m e n t i n Al a s k a



T AS K FORCE 
PA RTICIPA NTS

•ADN R, M i n i n g , La n d & Wa t e r
•ADEC, Sp i l l P r e v e n t i o n &  
Re s p o n s e
• AD O T , P or t s & H a r b o rs
• ADF & G, H a b i t a t
•USCG, Se c t o r s An c h o r a g e &  
J u n e a u / D i v . o f Wa t e r w a y s
M a n a g e m e n t
•N OAA, M a r i n e De b r i s  
P r o g ra m / Re s t o ra t i o n
• E PA, Re s p o n s e Re g i o n 10
• AAH PA ( B e t h e l , H o m e r )
• Oru t s a ra r m i u t N a t i v e Co u n c i l
• S en . L i s a M u r k o w s k i ' s o f f i c e
• A l a s k a M a r i n e Re s p o n s e

Please note that while  
many people sat at the  
table, nothing within this  
presentation or testimony  
is intended to speak on  

the behalf of any  
individual agency,  

municipality, or task force  
participant.

Pro bono legal assistance
from the law firm of Birch
Horton Bittner & Cherot



REGIS TRA TION  
& TITLING

Ag e n c i e s a n d m u n i c i p a l i t i e s h a v e f o u n d e s t a b l i s h i n g  o
w n e rs h i p i s o n e o f t h e m a j o r h u r d l e s t o h o l d i n g
o w n e rs re s p o n s i b l e f o r d e re l i c t v e s s e l s . Re q u i r i n g  
a l l v e s s e l s o p e ra t i n g i n AK t o b e re g i s t e re d w i t h   DM V
, a n d b e g i n n i n g a t i t l i n g s y s t e m f o r v e s s e l s
s i m i l a r t o t h a t i n p l a c e f o r m o t o r v e h i c l e s , a re
c o m m o n s e n s e s o l u t i o n s t o i m p ro v e a c c o u n t a b i l i t y .



INCREA S E  
CLA RITY

Ag e n c i e s a n d m u n i c i p a l i t i e s s t a t e w i d e n e e d
i n c re a s e d c l a r i t y f o r d e f i n i n g a d e re l i c t v e s s e l ,
v e s s e l o w n e rs h i p , a n d f o r t h e i m p o u n d m e n t p ro c e s s  i n
c l u d i n g c l a r i f i e d h e a r i n g a n d n o t i c e re q u i re m e n t s .
SB u p d a t e s Ch a p t e r 3 0 .3 0 t o b r i n g c l a r i t y a n d  i
m p ro v e u t i l i t y o f t h e s t a t u t e s .



ENFORCEMENT  
A UTHORI TY &  
INCREA S ED

PENA LTIES

Cu r re n t s t a t u t e s re s t r i c t e n f o rc e m e n t o f d e re l i c t
v e s s e l l a w s . On e m a j o r w a y t o re d u c e v e s s e l
s i n k i n g s a n d p re v e n t o w n e rs f ro m w a l k i n g a w a y i s t o
p ro v i d e f o r e n f o rc e m e n t o f t h e c h a p t e r t o h o l d o w
n e rs a c c o u n t a b l e a n d p re v e n t d e re l i c t v e s s e l s
f ro m s i n k i n g o n p u b l i c w a t e rs .



CLA RIFIED  
LIA BI LITY

H e a r i n g c o n c e rn s f r o m a g e n c i e s a n d t h e p u b l i c ,
T a s k F o rc e m e m b e rs a c k n o w l e d g e d t h a t i t i s
i m p o r t a n t t o b e c l e a r t h a t a v e s s e l o w n e r i s l i a b l e  
f o r a l l c o s t s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e i m p o u n d m e n t ,
s t o ra g e a n d re m o v a l o f a d e re l i c t v e s s e l .



S TREA MLINED  
CA PA CITY

Ou t s i d e s t a t e s h a v e f o u n d s i g n i f i c a n t i m p ro v e m e n t i n d
e re l i c t v e s s e l p re v e n t i o n a n d m a n a g e m e n t b y
s t re a m l i n i n g t h e i r e f f o r t s t h ro u g h a s t a t e w i d e
p ro g ra m / p o i n t p e rs o n . H a v i n g a p o i n t p e rs o n a t AD N R w
i l l c o n c e n t ra t e w o r k t h a t i s c u r re n t l y b e i n g d o n e b y n u m
e ro u s s t a f f , w i l l r e d u c e o v e ra l l c o s t s , a n d
i n c re a s e e f f i c a c y o f d e re l i c t v e s s e l m a n a g e m e n t .



CRA DLE-
TO- GRA VE

Ad d re s s i n g v e s s e l d i s p o s a l w a s o u t s i d e o f t h e s c o p e  o f
t h e T a s k F o rc e , b u t m u s t b e a d d re s s e d . T h ro u g h  t h e d
e re l i c t v e s s e l p re v e n t i o n p ro g ra m , t h e s t a t e
w i l l h a v e t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o b e g i n l o o k i n g a t
o p t i o n s f o r v e s s e l d i s p o s a l , s c ra p , a n d s a l v a g e
s o l u t i o n s t h a t c a n b e n e f i t t h e p r i v a t e s e c t o r a n d b e  a 
re a s o n a b l e a l t e rn a t i v e t o v e s s e l a b a n d o n m e n t .



The A laska Dep ar tm ent of Na tu ra l Resourc es.. . lac ks ev en th e auth or i ty  
to f ine.. . fo r l i t te r ing .

…In p lac es l ike Beth el , w h ic h has a d ump ing g ro und c a l l ed Ste amb oa t  
Sloug h, th e p ro b lemof d ere l i c t and ab and oned b oa ts long ag o b ro ke  

th e sur fa c e of p ub l i c aw are ness.
…w e c ou ld inste ad simp ly mand a te th e re g ist ra t ion o f a l l b oa ts —

c ommerc ia l and re c re a t iona l a l i ke —th ro ug h th e DMV . W e c ou ld a lso  ma
nd a te th a t b oa ts of a c er ta in size, l i ke a l l c a rs , c a r ry insura nc e

suf f ic ient to c ov er th ei r sa lv ag e.
A t the very least, we could grant the Department of Natura l

Resources the simple authority to levy fines on those who pollute  A
laska ’s waters.

J u n e a u Em p i re  
Ed i t o r i a l

O c t . 15 , 2 01 5



"Too many people get in over their heads, and their dreams of ship  
renovation or making money from scrap become a nightmare for the  

citizens of this state and the marine environment.

...'A hole in the water into which you pour money' is a famous  
definition of a boat. To the maximum extent possible, we must  

ensure taxpayers are not the ones doing the pouring."

Ch i n o o k Ob s e r v e r , M a rc h 2 2 , 2 01 7



HCR 53
1 990

WH EREAS t h e 
s t a t e d o e s n o t   
c u r re n t l y h a v e 
s t a t u t o r y
a u t h o r i t y t o
i m p o s e l i a b i l i t y
o n t h e o w n e rs o f   
a b a n d o n e d
v e s s e l s . . .



A KUTA N
DUTCH HA RBOR/ 
UNA LA S KA



H B 3 8 6 : Co m m o n s e n s e s o l u t i o n s
f o r a c c o u n t a b i l i t y o n s t a t e w a t e rs

QUES TI ONS ?

Rachel Lord  - in fo@ a laskaharbors . org
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