Pili Goddard-Vaughan
Advanced Healing Arts
3820 Lake Otis Parkway suite 106
Anchorage, AK 99508
(907)441-6075
pilibone@gmail.com

January 19, 2018

Dear House Labor & Commerce Chair, Vice Chair, Members and Alternates,
I am writing as a professional bodyworker (massage and myofascial therapist) in
Anchorage for the past 20 years. I attended the UAA program for massage therapy and
graduated back in 1999. I love my occupation. I feel honored to serve my clients, help
them with their pain, offer them an alternative to pain medication, and provide a safe and
healthy stress reduction option. I have worked in athletic spas, chiropractic clinics and
now have a private practice.
I am writing today to ask that HB 275 not be extended. In the few years the Massage
Board has existed, it has, in my opinion, not bettered my profession or my situation
personally. In fact, the exorbitant cost has taken money that I would have put towards
continuing education, which, I believe, is the most effective way to raise the standards of
our profession.
The licensing of massage therapist by the municipality was already running background
checks and fingerprints on massage therapists. The association that I get insurance
coverage through, requires continuing education as well.
In the few years the Board has existed, it has caused me time and money. I was told with
a Board, we would be eligible to bill insurance for services. We are still tied to doctors’
and chiropractors’ referrals, and I do not believe even the chiropractors’ board (or PTs’)
pay the high fees that we do.
I am for licensing of massage therapists, I am for building a better profession and having
ethical standards to adhere to. I have not seen how the Board of Massage Therapists has
raised either of these.
Please know that I do not back this Board, and feel HB 275 should not be extended.
Thank you,
Pili Goddard-Vaughan LMT, CAMT II
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Edric Carrillo
Caitlyn Ellis
FW: AK HB 275 Please do not support renewal of the board of massage therapists.
Monday, January 22, 2018 10:59:16 AM

From: Michelle Niland [mailto:michelleniland@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, January 22, 2018 10:39 AM
To: Rep. Colleen Sullivan-Leonard <Rep.Colleen.Sullivan-Leonard@akleg.gov>; Rep. Sam Kito
<Rep.Sam.Kito@akleg.gov>; Rep. Mike Chenault <Rep.Mike.Chenault@akleg.gov>
Subject: AK HB 275 Please do not support renewal of the board of massage therapists.
I have been practicing massage therapy in the the state of Alaska since 1999. My experience with
licensing for MTs has been that while licensing serves good purposes, the board is uneccessary
overhead for the state. The state licensing examiner listens to therapist concerns with a sincere
interest in improving the process while the board simple creates delays in the licensing process
and drives up costs. All that could be accomplished for the field can be accomplished in a more
streamlined manner by dissolving the board and letting the state licenisng examiner process
licenses. Eliminating the board would save the state money.
I am also a member of the massage therapist Facebook page. I hear from my peers across the
state daily on this matter. The overwhelming opinion of therapists from around the state seems to
be that keeping licensing while dissolving the board would streamline the process and lose us
nothing.
Thank you in advance for considering my opinion.
Michelle Latha
907-715-1540

