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Services
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Grants & Benefits
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Fund Source (Operating Only)
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FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 190
2017 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Analysis

This proposal amends AS 44.62.210, public proceedings under the Administrative Procedures Act. Currently, state agencies,
boards or commissions have the option of providing an opportunity for oral comment on a regulations proposal. HB 190
would amend current law to allow a member of the public to request an oral hearing, and therefore potentially (yet
ungauntifiably) increase the department's number of pubic meetings held on regulation packages.

The department's regulatory work is generally confined to three areas: Statewide Aviation; the International Airport System;
and Commercial Vehicle Enforcement. Combined, those pieces of the department average 12 public meetings annually. On
average, three staff prepare and administer these meetings. The average salary of these staff is SR21.

HB 190 also amends AS 44.62.190(a), Notice of Proposed Regulation, to remove the requirement that notice of proposed
regulations be published in a newspaper of general circulation but instead requires that a notice be placed in a trade or
industry publication to which the state agency subscribes.

Commercial Vehicle Enforcement staff are not aware of any trade or industry publications, but our statewide and
international airport staff are familiar with an Alaska Airmen Association publication called "The Transponder." This is an
aviation quarterly publication that charges approximately $420.00 for a % page ad and $736.00 for a % page ad. Since this
publication is produced quarterly, it would be a challenge to publish a regulations public notice without experiencing a
significant time delay in the regulations process.

If HB 190 were to become law, the department would expect personnel costs each time an oral hearing was requested by a
member of the public. Without knowing how many of these requests would come in, it is difficult to evaluate if the added
workload could be absorbed with current staffing, or whether additional positions would be needed. The fiscal impact of this
legislation cannot be accurately determined at this time.
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