@’) DIGEST OF MOTOR LAWS
MOVE OVER LAW

(*) INDICATES STATES THAT INCLUDE HIGHWAY MAINTAINANCE

AND PUBLIC UTILITY VEHICHLES UNDER MOVE-OVER LAWS
ALABAMA

State law requires drivers approaching stationary emergency vehicles that are
displaying flashing lights, including wreckers, traveling in the same direction,
to vacate the lane closest if safe and possible to do so, or to slow to at least
15mph less than the posted speed limit.

ALASKA

State law requires drivers approaching stationary emergency vehicles that are
displaying flashing flights, including tow trucks, traveling in the same
direction, to vacate the lane closest if safe and possible to do so, or to slow to
a speed reasonable and prudent for traffic, road, and weather conditions.

ARIZONA

State law requires drivers to reduce speed and, if safe to do so, vacate the
lane closest to any stationary vehicles with flashing or warning lights,
including emergency vehicles and tow trucks.

ARKANSAS

State law requires drivers approaching stationary emergency response
vehicles that are displaying flashing lights, including wreckers or tow vehicles,
traveling in the same direction, to move to the farthest lane from the vehicle



http://drivinglaws.aaa.com/category/us-motor-laws/alabama/
http://drivinglaws.aaa.com/category/us-motor-laws/alaska/
http://drivinglaws.aaa.com/category/us-motor-laws/arizona/
http://drivinglaws.aaa.com/category/us-motor-laws/arkansas/

if safe and possible to do so, or to slow to a speed appropriate for road and
weather conditions.

CALIFORNIA

State law requires drivers to slow down and vacate the lane closest to a
stationary emergency response vehicle flashing emergency lights if safe to do
so. This includes tow trucks and Caltrans vehicles if displaying flashing amber
warning lights.

COLORADO

State law requires drivers approaching stationary emergency vehicles that are
displaying flashing lights, including tow trucks, traveling in the same
direction, to vacate the lane closest, if safe and possible to do so, or to reduce
to a speed safe for weather, road, and traffic conditions.

CONNECTICUT

State law requires drivers approaching one or more stationary emergency
vehicles, including tow trucks, traveling in the same direction, to reduce
speed and, if safe and reasonable to do so, vacate the lane closest to the
stationary vehicle.

() DELAWARE

When approaching a stationary emergency vehicle, public utility vehicle, or
tow truck with flashing lights, motorists traveling in the same direction are
required to move to a lane not adjacent to the vehicle and reduce speed.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

The District of Columbia has no move over law.
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FLORIDA

State law requires drivers to reduce speed to 20mph less than the posted
speed limit and, if safe to do so, vacate the lane closest to stationary
emergency vehicles, including towing and recovery vehicles, when traveling in
the same direction. If such movement cannot be safely accomplished, the
driver shall reduce speed.

GEORGIA

State law requires drivers approaching stationary emergency vehicles
displaying flashing lights, including towing and recovery vehicles, traveling in
the same direction, to vacate the lane closest if safe and possible to do so, or
slow below the posted speed limit to a speed reasonable for road and traffic
conditions.

HAWAII

State law requires drivers approaching stationary emergency vehicles
displaying flashing lights, including tow trucks, to vacate the lane closest if
safe and possible to do so (and if possible move two lanes over), and slow to
a speed that is safe, reasonable, and prudent.

IDAHO

State law requires drivers traveling in the same direction to slow down and
vacate the lane closest to a stationary emergency vehicle displaying flashing
lights if safe to do so. This includes tow trucks, wreckers, and other recovery
vehicles.

ILLINOIS

State law requires drivers approaching stationary emergency vehicles
displaying flashing lights, including towing and recovery vehicles, traveling in



http://drivinglaws.aaa.com/category/us-motor-laws/florida/
http://drivinglaws.aaa.com/category/us-motor-laws/georgia/
http://drivinglaws.aaa.com/category/us-motor-laws/hawaii/
http://drivinglaws.aaa.com/category/us-motor-laws/idaho/
http://drivinglaws.aaa.com/category/us-motor-laws/illinois/

the same direction, to vacate the lane closest if safe and possible to do so, or
slow to a safe speed.

INDIANA

State law requires drivers approaching a stationary emergency vehicle
displaying flashing lights, including towing and recovery vehicles, traveling in
the same direction, to vacate the lane closest if safe and possible to do so, or
reduce speed at least 10mph below the speed limit.

|IOWA

State law requires drivers approaching a stationary emergency vehicle
displaying flashing lights, including towing and recovery vehicles, traveling in
the same direction, to vacate the lane closest if safe and possible to do so, or
slow to a reasonable speed for road and traffic conditions.

KANSAS

State law requires drivers approaching a stationary emergency vehicle
displaying flashing lights, including towing and recovery vehicles, traveling in
the same direction, to vacate the lane closest if safe and possible to do so, or
slow to a speed safe for road, weather, and traffic conditions.

KENTUCKY

State law requires drivers approaching a stationary emergency vehicle
displaying flashing lights, including towing and recovery vehicles, traveling in
the same direction, to vacate the lane closest if safe and possible to do so, or
slow to a speed safe for road, weather, and traffic conditions.

LOUISIANA

State law requires drivers approaching any stationary emergency vehicle,
including tow trucks, displaying flashing lights and traveling in the same
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direction, to vacate the lane closest if possible to do so, or slow to a
reasonably safe speed.

MAINE

State law requires drivers approaching a stationary emergency vehicle
displaying flashing lights, including towing and recovery vehicles, traveling in
the same direction, to vacate the lane closest if safe and possible to do so, or
to slow to a safe and reasonable speed.

MARYLAND

State law requires drivers traveling in the same direction and approaching a
stopped emergency vehicle using flashing lights, including tow trucks, to
change into a lane not immediately adjacent to the vehicle, if possible, or to
slow to a speed safe for weather, road, and traffic conditions.

(*YMASSACHUSETTS

Drivers traveling in the same direction and approaching a stationary
emergency vehicle, highway maintenance vehicle, or tow or recovery vehicle
with flashing lights must slow down to a safe speed and, if practicable, move
to a non-adjacent lane.

MICHIGAN

State law requires drivers approaching a stationary emergency vehicle
displaying flashing lights, including towing and recovery vehicles, traveling in
the same direction, to vacate the lane closest if safe and possible to do so, or
to slow to a speed safe for weather, road and traffic conditions.

MINNESOTA

State law requires drivers traveling in the same direction to reduce speed
and, if safe to do so, vacate the lane closest to stationary emergency vehicles
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using flashing lights, including towing and recovery vehicles and road
maintenance vehicles.

MISSISSIPPI

State law requires drivers approaching a stationary emergency vehicle
displaying flashing lights, including towing and recovery vehicles, traveling in
the same direction, to vacate the lane closest if safe and possible to do so, or
slow to a speed safe for road conditions.

MISSOURI

State law requires drivers approaching a stationary emergency vehicle
displaying flashing lights, including towing and recovery vehicles, traveling in
the same direction, to vacate the lane closest if safe and possible to do so, or
slow to a speed safe for road conditions.

MONTANA

State law requires drivers approaching a stationary emergency vehicle
displaying flashing lights, including towing and recovery vehicles, traveling in
the same direction, to vacate the lane closest if safe and possible to do so, or
slow to a safe speed. If on a highway with a speed limit 50mph or greater, the
driver must slow by at least 20mph below the posted speed limit.

NEBRASKA

A driver approaching a stopped emergency vehicle, including tow trucks, with
flashing lights and traveling in the same direction to vacate the lane closest to
the vehicle or reduce speed and maintain a safe speed while passing the
vehicle. If vacating the closest lane if not possible, a driver must slow to a
safe speed.

NEVADA
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State law requires drivers traveling in the same direction to reduce speed
and, if safe and possible to do so, vacate the lane closest to stationary
emergency vehicles and tow vehicles displaying flashing lights.

(*)NEW HAMPSHIRE

State law requires drivers approaching a crash or emergency area to slow to a
safe speed and give wide berth to stationary emergency vehicles displaying
flashing lights, including towing, recovery, and highway maintenance vehicles.

(*)NEW JERSEY

Motor vehicles approaching a stationary authorized emergency vehicle, tow
truck, highway maintenance or emergency service vehicle and traveling in the
same direction must move over to a hon-adjacent lane if possible, or slow
down.

NEW MEXICO

State law requires drivers traveling in the same direction to reduce speed and
vacate the lane closest to official emergency vehicles, not including tow
trucks.

(*)NEW YORK

Drivers traveling in the same direction must exercise due care, include
moving from a lane immediately adjacent, and reducing speed, to avoid
colliding with a vehicle parked, stopped, or standing on the shoulder or any
portion of the highway when the vehicle is an authorized emergency
response, tow truck, or maintenance vehicle with its lights flashing.

NORTH CAROLINA

State law requires drivers approaching a stationary emergency vehicle
displaying flashing lights, including towing and recovery vehicles, traveling in
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the same direction, to vacate the lane closest if safe and possible to do so, or
slow to a safe speed.

(*NORTH DAKOTA

State law requires drivers approaching a stationary emergency vehicle
displaying flashing lights, including wreckers and highway maintenance
vehicles, traveling in the same direction, to vacate the lane closest if safe and
possible to do so, or slow to a safe speed.

OHIO

State law requires drivers approaching a stationary emergency vehicle
displaying flashing lights, including road service vehicles, traveling in the
same direction, to vacate the lane closest to if safe and possible to do so, or
slow to a speed safe for road, weather, and traffic conditions.

OKLAHOMA

State law requires drivers approaching a stationary emergency vehicle
displaying flashing lights, including wreckers, traveling in the same direction,
to vacate the lane closest if safe and possible to do, or slow to a speed safe
for road, weather, and traffic conditions.

OREGON

State law requires drivers approaching a stationary emergency vehicle
displaying flashing lights, including roadside assistance and tow vehicles,
traveling in the same direction, to vacate the lane closest if safe and possible
to do so, or to reduce speed to at least 5 mph under the posted speed limit.
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PENNSYLVANIA

State law requires drivers approaching an emergency response area, including
areas in which a tow truck is offering assistance, to pass in a non-adjacent
lane if safe and possible to do so, or slow to a safe speed.

RHODE ISLAND

State law requires drivers approaching a stationary emergency vehicle
displaying flashing lights, including roadside assistance vehicles, traveling in
the same direction, to vacate the lane closest if safe and possible to do so,
and slow to a safe speed.

SOUTH CAROLINA

State law requires drivers to reduce speed and, if safe to do so, vacate the
lane closest to stationary emergency vehicles, including tow trucks and
recovery vehicles.

SOUTH DAKOTA

State law requires drivers to reduce speed and vacate the lane closest to
official emergency vehicles, including tow trucks and wreckers.

TENNESSEE

State law requires drivers approaching a stationary authorized emergency or
utility vehicle, including a tow truck or recovery vehicle, giving a signhal by use
of flashing lights and traveling in the same direction, to reduce speed and, if
safe to do so, vacate the lane closest to the vehicles, or reduce to a speed
safe for road conditions.
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TEXAS

State law requires drivers approaching a stationary authorized emergency
vehicle, including a tow truck and TX DMV vehicles and workers, using
approved visual signals, and traveling in the same direction, to reduce speed
(not to exceed 20 mph less than a posted speed limit of 25 mph or more, or
not more than five mpg when the posted speed limit under 25 mph) and
vacate the lane closest to the emergency vehicles.

(")UTAH

State law requires drivers approaching a stationary authorized emergency
vehicle, tow truck or highway maintenance vehicle displaying flashing lights,
and traveling in the same direction, to reduce speed and, if safe to do so,
vacate the lane closest to stationary vehicles.

VERMONT

State law requires drivers approaching a stationary law enforcement vehicle,
ambulance, fire fighting vehicle, a vehicle used in rescue operations, or a
towing and repair vehicle displaying signal lamps, and traveling in the same
direction, to reduce speed and, if safe to do so, vacate the lane closest to the
stationary vehicles.

VIRGINIA

State law requires drivers approaching a stationary vehicle, including a tow
truck, that is displaying a flashing lights and traveling in the same direction to
vacate the lane closest to the stationary vehicle if safe to do so, or slow to a
speed safe for highway conditions.

WASHINGTON

State law requires drivers to vacate the lane closest to stationary emergency
vehicles, including tow trucks, if they are traveling in the same direction and
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it is safe to do so. If not, drivers are required to slow down and may not
exceed the speed limit within 200 feet before and after a stationary
emergency vehicle that has its flashing lights activated.

WEST VIRGINIA

State law requires drivers approaching and traveling in the same direction as
a stationary authorized emergency vehicle, including a tow truck, that is
flashing lights, to change to a non-adjacent lane if safe to do so, or to slow to
no more than 15 mph on a non-divided highway or 25 mph on a divided
highway.

(*)WISCONSIN

State law requires drivers traveling in the same direction and approaching an
authorized emergency vehicle or roadside service vehicle, including a tow
truck, that is displaying flashing lights and parked or standing on or within 12
feet of a roadway, to vacate the lane closest to the stationary vehicle, if safe
to do so, or reduce speed.

WYOMING

State law requires drivers approaching an official stationary emergency
vehicle making use of appropriate visual signals, including tow trucks, to
merge into the lane farthest from the vehicle when traveling in the same
direction, if safe to do so, or to slow to a speed that is 20 miles per hour less
than the posted speed limit.

PUERTO RICO
N/A.
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