
 

  



 

 

 

 

March 16, 2017 

 

Reference: HB 141: Alaska Workforce Investment Board; Funds 

 

 

 

Representative Neal Foster 

Representative Paul Seaton 

Co-Chairs House Finance Committee 

 

Dear Co-Chairs Representative Neal Foster and Representative Paul Seaton, 

 

I am writing in support of reauthorization of Alaska Technical Vocational Education Program (TVEP) for 

five years. The TVEP funds are vital to Southwest Alaska Vocational & Education Center (SAVEC) in 

meeting its mission to “promote, coordinate and provide high quality training and education to the 

residents of Southwest Alaska.” Without TVEP designated 3% funding, SAVEC would be devastated. 

 

As the State’s taxable wages decline, TVEP will have a shortfall of $1.32 million. SAVEC will have a 

decrement of $39,000.00 for FY18. As workers get displaced, it is even more important that we provide 

training or retraining for Alaskans for Alaskan jobs. 

 

SAVEC provides workforce training for the 31 villages in its service area. This training has direct impact 

on the local and Alaska economy. In the State’s 2014 Wage Report for SAVEC, 115 HAZWOPER trainees 

contributed over $5 million dollars to the State’s economy in the first year after training. This spring, 

SAVEC has HAZWOPER training classes for incumbent workers and job seekers. 
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At SAVEC we are working to improve the Seafood Processing Industry’s hire of Alaska and local 

residents. While the State has made gains, locally we still battle high non-resident hire rate between 

84.6% and 93.8%. That means over 3,300 jobs leave Bristol Bay and the State. That is a total of $29 

million dollars that could have stayed in the state and multiplied in the local and state economy. 

 

Please reauthorize HB 141: Alaska Workforce Investment Board; Funds. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Anishia Elbie, Co-Executive Director 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 


