
Representative Ivy Spohnholz 
House Health & Social Services Committee Chair 

Serving House District 16: College Gate, Russian Jack, Nunaka Valley, & Reflection Lake 
Committee Member:  Education, Energy, Military & Veterans Affairs, Legislative Budget & Audit 

 

Session (January-April): Rep.Ivy.Spohnholz@akleg.gov Interim (May-December): 
State Capitol www.repivyspohnholz.com 1500 W. Benson Blvd 
Juneau, AK 99801 Toll-Free (866) 465-4940 Anchorage, AK 99503 
Phone (907) 465-4049  Phone (907) 269-0123 
Fax (907) 465-3766                                                                                                               

 
Committee Substitute - Explanation of Changes 

House Bill 103 

Optometry & Optometrists 

 

Version A to committee substitute Version D 

 

 

The language in the committee substitute gives the Board of Optometry authority to regulate its 

practice, reflecting the same regulatory authority given to the other prescribing practices such as 

medicine, nursing and dentistry.   

 

In this new version we have removed the reference to ophthalmic surgery from the bill (page 1, 

lines 12-13, and also on page 2, lines 21-23).   

 

It is unnecessary for this language to be placed in statute; optometric procedures, within 

optometry’s scope of practice, can be regulated by the board, all requiring robust public 

comment from stakeholders and rigorous Department of Law oversight. 

 

This is the current process for the Medical Board, the Board of Nursing, the Board of Dentistry. 

And so should it be for the Board of Optometry.  The new CS reflects that intent in version D.  

 

 


