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REAL ID Enforcement in
Brief

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced on
December 20, 2013 a phased enforcement plan for the REAL ID
Act (the Act), as passed by Congress, that will implement the Act
in a measured, fair, and responsible way.

Current Status of States / Territories

O Please select a state/territory for current status.

Select a state:

[~ ]

Yo also see a text list of of the current statuses of states and

(-_) territories. (fcurrent-status-states-territories)
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Secure driver's licenses and identification documents are a vital
component of our national security framework. The REAL ID Act,
passed by Congress in 2005, enacted the 9/11 Commission’s
recommendation that the Federal Government “set standards for
the issuance of sources of identification, such as driver's
licenses.” The Act established minimum security standards for
license issuance and production and prohibits Federal agencies
from accepting for certain purposes driver’s licenses and
identification cards from states not meeting the Act’s minimum
standards. The purposes covered by the Act are: accessing
Federal facilities, entering nuclear power plants, and, no sooner
than 2016, boarding federally regulated commercial aircraft.

States and other jurisdictions have made significant progress in
enhancing the security of their licenses over the last number of
years. As a result, approximately 90% of all U.S. drivers hold
licenses from jurisdictions: (1) determined to meet the Act’s
standards; or (2) that have received extensions. Individuals
holding driver’s licenses or identification cards from these
jurisdiction may continue to use them as before.

Collapse All Sections (#)

Description and Schedule of
Enforcement Phases (#)

The following enforcement measures are cumulative, with
measures in each phase remaining in effect through successive
phases. Each phase will begin with a 3-month period where
agencies will provide notice to individuals attempting to use
driver’s licenses or identification cards from noncompliant states
but still allow access. After this period is over, agencies will no
longer accept such identification for entry to Federal facilities,
and individuals will need to follow the agency’s alternate
procedures (to be made available by the agency).

«  Phase 1: Restricted areas (i.e., areas accessible by
agency personnel, contractors, and their guests) for DHS’s
Nebraska Avenue Complex (NAC) headquarters.
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»  Phase 2: Restricted areas for all Federal facilities and
nuclear power plants.

»  Phase 3: Semi-restricted areas (i.e., areas available to
the general public but subject to ID-based access control)
for most Federal facilities (subject to limitations described
in the next section). Access to Federal facilities will
continue to be allowed for purposes of applying for or
receiving Federal benefits.

»  Phase 4: Boarding federally regulated commercial
aircraft,

For more information on Facility Security Level, please see the
nteragency Securi mmitte ndard, Section Four

{/publication/isc-risk-management-process-aug-2013} .

Limitations (#)

Access for activities directly relating to safety and health or life
preserving services, to law enforcement, and to constitutionally
protected activities, including legal and investigative proceedings
will not be affected. Existing agency policies will still apply.

The Act does not require individuals to present identification
where it is not currently required to access a Federal facility (such
as to enter the public areas of the Smithsonian) nor does it
prohibit an agency from accepting other forms of identity
documents other than documents from non-compliant states
(such as a U.S. passport or passport card).

The Act’s prohibitions do not affect other uses of driver’s licenses
or identification cards - including licenses and cards from
noncompliant states - unrelated to official purposes as defined in
the Act. For example, the Act does not apply to voting, registering
to vote, or for applying for or receiving Federal benefits.

For more information, please contact the DHS Office of State-

Issued identification Support at osiis@hg.dhs.gov
{mailto:osiis@hqg.dhs.gov) .
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Additional Information (#)

O . REAL 1D Documentation {/secure-drivers-license-
e documentation)

. REAL 1D Frequently Asked Questions {/real-id-frequently-

asked-guestions)

. Current Status of States/Territories (/current-status-states-
territories) | Map of States (/publication/read-id-us-map)

. REAL ID and You: Rumor Control {/real-id-and-you-rumor-
control}
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