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US Arctic Research Commission’s duties:
• Develop national Arctic research policy
• Facilitate Arctic research cooperation (w/IARPC)
• Review federal Arctic research programs
• Recommend improvements for data sharing
• Facilitate cooperation w/Alaska & internationally
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6 priority goals for Arctic research



What’s different in this report?

• Overarching goals remain the same
• To sync timing and focus with IARPC’s plan
• To provide overview to a new Administration

• New recommendations
• New section: “Progress”
• Shorter













USARC 
sets goals and 

objectives

IARPC 
develops and 
implements a 
research plan

Arctic Research Policy Act of 
1984

WHAT IS IARPC? 



USARC set goals IARPC adopts, 
creates & executes 

research plan

White House: 
OMB/OSTP 
coordinate & 
review budget

Congress: 
Authorizes & 
Appropriates

Federal Arctic research policy/process

“The Commission shall, after submission 
of the President's annual budget request, 
review the request and report to 
Congress on adherence to the Plan.”



Scope approved by IARPC
Writing teams assembled
Listening session at ASSW
IARPC Collaborations request for input
IARPC visit to State of Alaska
Federal Register Notice process

February 2016
March 2016
March 2016
March-May 2016
May 2016
July 2016



1.Enhance the well-being of Arctic residents. 
2.Advance stewardship of the Arctic environment. 
3.Strengthen national and regional security.
4.Improve understanding of the Arctic as a component of 

planet Earth.

POLICY DRIVERS



Research Goals (9)
Broad topics where an interagency approach 
can accelerate progress

Research Objectives (34)
Specific challenge areas that address 
the research goal

Performance Elements (123)
Tasks with concrete, measureable outcomes that 
demonstrate progress toward Research Objectives 

Plan Organization



Health & 
Well-being

Atmosphere

Sea Ice

Glaciers & 
Sea Level

Permafrost

Coastal 
Resilience

Terrestrial

Ecosystems

Marine 
Ecosystems

Environmental 
Intelligence

Federal only

Federal & non-Federal
Researchers and stakeholders from 
academia, NGOs, industry, state, 
Indigenous and international 
organizations.

Principals and staff representing 14 Federal agencies

How is the Plan implemented?

iarpccollaborations.org



•High-level intergovernmental forum created in 1996:  8 nations, plus 6 
“Permanent Participants,” 32 observers

•Focus on sustainable development & environmental protection

•Promotes cooperation, coordination, and interaction

•Produces reports, assessments, recommendations, consensus-based

Arctic Council 



•Canada
•Denmark
•Finland
•Iceland
•Norway
•Russian Federation
•Sweden
•United States of America

Permanent Participants 

Member States



•France
•Germany
•Netherlands
•Poland
•Spain
•UK

•China
•Italy
•Japan
•Korea
•Singapore
•India

Observer States



Council assessments, based on international science



22

Agreements Adopted  



US Chairmanship Theme

“One Arctic: Shared Opportunities, Challenges,
and Responsibilities”

• Addressing climate change

• Arctic Ocean stewardship

• Improving economic and 
living conditions in the Arctic





2016 White House Arctic Science 
Ministerial themes:

1) Arctic Science Challenges and their Regional 
and Global Implications

2)   Strengthening and Integrating Arctic 
Observations and Data Sharing

3)   Applying Expanded Scientific Understanding 
of the Arctic to Build Regional Resilience 
and Shape Global Responses

4)   Arctic Science as a Vehicle for STEM 
Education and Citizen Empowerment





www.arctic.gov
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