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Why LEGISLATION IS NEEDED IN Alaska 

· Current Alaska state law 
does not provide a clear pathway for pharmacists to substitute biological drug products known as biosimilars. These biological products 
differ from traditional generics 
as biosimilars are not 
identical versions of their originator biologics. 

· SB 32 updates 
current laws to allow 
biological substitution.

· SB 32 allows a pharmacist to substitute an FDA-approved 
interchangeable biosimilar 
for a prescribed originator biologic without first seeking approval from the physician.

· SB 32 requires that within a certain time after dispensing,
the pharmacist must communicate to the physician the specific biologic product dispensed.

· Numerous providers and 
patient groups have 
advocated for this kind of transparent communication about the particular biologic 
that was dispensed.

· SB 32 will increase 
access to lower cost drugs 
for patients.

· SB 32 relies on electronic communication between the pharmacist and prescriber, which is intended to create a clear and accurate medical record of which product was ultimately dispensed to the patient.



image1.png
UNDERSTANDING BIOLOGIC
AND BIOSIMILARS LEGISLATION

Current Alaska state law does not provide a clear pathway for pharmacists to substitute biological drug products. These biological
products differ from traditional generics as biosimilars are not identical versions of biologics. Biologic medicines are used to treat

serious and chronic diseases, such as rheumatoid arthritis, cancer and multiple sclerosis. Supporting transparent communication
between what physicians prescribe and what pharmacists are dispensing will ensure patient safety while removing the barriers to
potentially lower cost medicines.
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Developed from a chemical Grown from living cells
“recipe” and often comes and are often developed
in pill form. as injections or infusions.
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GENERICS vs BIOSIMILARS
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Generics and their ingredients No two biologics are exactly the
can be duplicated exactly. same just as no two fingerprints
are exactly the same.

PATIENT SAFETY
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Because they have the same A biosimilar is highly similar to its originator

chemical formulas, generics and biologic and has been found to not result in

brand name medications often clinically meaningful differences from the
originator biologic. Because the two products
have different manufacturers and are not
identical, however, some patients may experience
certain differences in response with one
versus the other.

share similar side effects.

26 states plus Puerto Rico have
passed biologic substitution legislation.





