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SPONSOR STATEMENT
HOUSE BILL 141
“An Act relating to allocations of funding for the Alaska Workforce Investment Board (AWIB).”

AS 23.15.820 authorizes the Alaska Workforce Investment Board to administer the Alaska Technical
and Vocational Education Program (TVEP). This legislation reauthorizes the allocation of the TVEP
funding for five years.

TVEP was established by Legislature in 2000 with the purpose of enhancing the quality and
accessibility of job training across the state, and aligning training with regional workforce demands.
TVEP funds are obtained from a portion of employee contributions to the unemployment insurance
trust fund.

The TVEP funds are allocated to technical and vocational education entities across Alaska designated
by AS 23.15.835. Each entity receives a set percentage of the TVEP funds available each fiscal year.
The current allocation sunsets June 30, 2017. Unless the allocation is reauthorized this funding will sit
unused in the TVEP account instead of being used by these entities to train Alaskans.

TVEP recipients are required by statute to track and report program outcomes to the Alaska Workforce
Investment Board. Each year the Board compiles and provides to the legislature a TVEP performance
report containing this information. In Fiscal Year 2016, the ten TVEP recipients were allocated
$12,510,900 and served 10,295 youth and adults. A statewide network of training providers is critical
to developing an Alaskan workforce.

This legislation is necessary to help educate and train Alaskans for Alaska’s jobs.
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