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#1

Tim Kane
Anchorage
Issue: PFD

| just wanted to let you know | am very upset with the Alaska State Legislature passing a bill that would
allow the spending of the PRIhd money earmarked for the PFD fuld.QY ¥ NHzA G NI} (-SRI y 22
off, that our representatives simply choose the easy way out instead of doing theid®bead of
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decisions on spending in order to survive through good times and jogtias everyone else has to do in

life. . dzi F2NJ a2YS NBlFaz2ys 2dz2NJ 320SNYYSyd NBLNBaSydal

| want my Representatives to quit pdering to special interest groups, make the necessary cuts, AND
DO YOU JOB!

Thank You!

Tim Kane
Anchorage Alaska 99516



#2

Deanna L. Chesser

Chesser Assisted Living Home
Anchor Point

Issue: Day Habilitation Services

| am hearing that there is a cut ing proposed to Developmental Disabled folks waiver services in regards to Day
Habilitation services.

| am a licensed assisted living home which provides adult foster care for 2 developmental disabled wonrtdn. Out
home Day Habilitation services are sifieally for the purpose of furthering the independence of this population of
people. These women, as well as many others like them, are not like the elderly who reside in assisted living
homes, who may, or may not, need eof-home services and who aremtent being more home

bound. Thesedevelopmentally disabled folks are quite often highly mobile, have youth on their side, work as
volunteers or employees in the community, and would not receive the necessary assistance to continue their
progress in livig as independently as possibla&n assisted living home is not equipped or frankly paid enough to
provide oneon-one services for each individual or resident in their horftés not the role of an assisted living

home to provide these services.

"DayHabilitation services can assist individuals to acquire, retain or improve thehedplfsocialization and
adaptive skills, including communication, travel and other areas in adult educaictivities and environments
are designed to foster the devagment of skills and appropriate behavior, greater independence, community
inclusion, relationship building, sedflvocacy and informed choice. Additionally, individuals accessing day
habilitation often contribute to their communities through volunteer Wyorb ©ffice of People with Developmental
Disabilities.

An assisted living home has neither the funding, the time, or the ability to spend hours outside of the home
performing these types of activities, which are necessary for the developmentally digsdysah to progressAn
FaaAadSR fAQGAy3a K:hofre Cadie, MBS, ShorheZenvitodmehiNeBr@lidnR Supgory; medical
support & assistance as needed, and to support the health & safety of the resident. An assisted living home does
not havethe ability to provide oneon-one serviceslt is a home in which more than one person generally resides,
and the needs of each individual diffgreatly between residentslt is not possible to provide individualized
services in a group with differindpéities and disabilitieslt is also not fair to the resident or to the assisted living
home to reduce Day Habilitation services to such a minimal amount per week, leaving the developmentally
disabled person unable to access activities within the comiguhat would benefit them and lead to further
independence.This reduction in services would lead to increased depression, isolation, a lack of motivation and
other negative results, which are things we already deal with.

A cut to services resulting mmaximum of 8 hours per week is not odigastrous, but it goes against the very
purpose of Day Habilitation service®lease, do not cut their Day Habilitation serviceanderstand cuts are
needed, but cutting the services of some of the most eudtble people in the country is not, in my opinion, the
cuts that anyone should be entertaining.

Sincerely,

Deanna L. Chesser

Chesser Assisted Living Home
PO Box 515

Anchor Point, AKO9556



#3

Peter Schaub

Anchorage, AK

Issue: PFD, control spending

I'm probably not the first person to bring this up to you all, but I just learned about how you
intend to cap our PFD's this year and impose many more taxes on us in the ensuingliyefars.
course without decreasing your budgets to any appreciable défeenay not realize thisut
the vast majority of Alaskans actually paying into the system (i.e. paying taxes and not receiving
subsidies) are squeezed about as tight as we cdrabenow in the unfortunate position of
having to consider whether or nbts possible for me to continue living in Alaskbnever
thought | would say that and always intended to live here for the rest of my dife.raising two
children and | wanted THEM to grow up hergut it's just too expensiveEverything costs
more here than it does practically anywhere else in the countigve to make decisions every
single month as to what | will or will not pay fomMy budget is being tightened up all the time
and at this point | simply do not have any more wiggle room.

This is the reality that YOU have created by mismanaging the government, a task that we have
specifically set out for you to accomplisfihe budget has grown exponentially over the years
while the state population has remained roughly the séyavages lave not increased for

years. My company is struggling to keep the doors opkshop at discount and second hand
stores, work full time, and don't really have any luxuries in my lifa.not the only

one. Everyone | work with and knovlives the same ay that | do. There is another segment of
society- state and municipal employeesho live an entirely different existenc&.ou get paid

so much more than we do and you live so much betteu refuse to cut your budgets in any

way and yet constantlpok for ways to squeeze more money out of OUR pockets.

I will no longer vote for any incumbent$.don't care how long my representative has been in
office or what he's accomplishetldon't care WHO runs against him in the next election, that
person wi get my vote. Same goes for the governor, all municipal politicians, eteant you

all voted out. The only way you could possibly make things worse would be to impose a sales
tax and I'm sure that's next on your absurd agehbape you all get vied out in the next

election.

Good luck in the real world,

Peter Schaub
Anchorage Resident



#4
Kerry Crabb
Issue: Spending cuts and process

I would like to take the time out of my busy work dayctngratulate the legislature on using the Nancy
Pelsoi appach of pushing through legislatiolve Have tdPasghe Bill So That You
CanFindOutWhatls In It method.

CKSYy @2QlFff KIFI@S GKS ySNIBpm,wen thelAlagkdn wadias aird tab b@sg YY Sy
working to pay your salary.

| want every soir S.O.B. that made the choice to send this bill through to look around and soak up
Wdzy Sl dz 6 KAfS @2dz Oy 06SOldzAS &2dz 62y Qi 06S G§KSNB

Make spending cuts and stop looking to tax your way out of the crises, or start sending out your
resumes!!!

With love,
Kerry Crabb



#5

Paul Bennetts

East Anchorage

L&adsSYy tc5 (2 aoltlyOS (KS 06dzR3ISGE

Dear AK House Finance,

| hear you are patting yourself on the backs for raiding the PFD and "balancing the budget." | just want
to let you know that my neighborhabgets together and we talk. We are against this raid and taxation
without the absolute needed cuts that you refuse to make. Our representative will be easy to beat next
election, because us poor working stiffs have already started talking about raisimgyrtmrun a local
member against your tax and spend liberal in East Anchorage. | say enjoy our money now because you'll
be crying later. We sent you up there to cut the budget and protect the PFD. | keep hearing, "We have
cut so much already and the budgast can't be cut more." That's poppy cock and makes my beard curl.
Poll after poll show Alaskans believe you are not cutting the budget enough and that you should be
working harder to do so. Your responsibilities are to the constitutional requirempuldic safety and
Infrastructure. Start cutting and stop raiding my wallet. Your action WILL cause an exodus from the state
and you will ultimately have less money to spend. Every state with high taxation eventually have huge
deficits. | am highly agitateahd can't wait to vote against your lazy, ridiculous policies. This will be the
first year our neighborhood will be raising money to remove the Democrats from this body. We urge you
to rescind this bill and do the hard work for which we sent you up thewo.

Vi,

Paul Bennetts,
East Anchorage



#6

Kathrine Hardy

Anchorage, AK

Issue: PFD and taxes, cut the size of government

Good Morning,

I understand we only have about 72 hours to respond to your current bill recommendations.
As a Nurse Practitioneniour Anchorage community, as well as a small business owner, |
understand that balancing our budget is neces3aking money from one account to another is
just robbing Peter to pay Paul.

Cuts are necessary...we can't continue to pay our bills wghTeses may be an option down
the road, but first there are numerous cuts that need to be made prior to pulling more money from
the citizens.

The PFD is also not appropriate, for the same reason stated above.

Cut the size of government, decrease the msrabemployees, take our budget back to where it
was 10 years ago, prior to the boom...this is bust time, and that includes tightening all our
belts. If the money isn't there, you don't get to spend it.

| appreciate your time, but it is also time to ework, not find an easy work arounblo, not
everyone will be happy with you, but take your responsibility seriously, and do the job that 1)
needs to be done, and 2) that you were elected to do.

Thank you for your time,

Sincerely,

Kathrine Hardy, ANP
Anchorage, AK 99515



#7
Bradee Luhr, PT, DPT
Issue: Day Habilitation

Representative,

| know that our state currently in a fiscal crisis and that talks of financial cuts are taking place. |
have recently heard about a proposed cut to Day Habilitation facangavaivers to 8 hours per
week of community based activities. As a physical therapist in this State AND a family member
of a person who will be affected by this cut, | urge you to vote against this.

Our society has been working very hard to take alWwayegative stigma having a disability

comes with, taking people out of their house and integrating them into the community is essential
to this forward progression. | work daily to help my patients gain more independence to allow
them, and encourage theta,go out into the community and participate in social activities. This

cut would be sending Alaska back into the past where individuals with disabilities are not able to
lead normal, social lives.

My mother worked hard to ensure that my sister, Sabnham is in a wheelchair lives

everyday to her fullest potential. Sabrina has been able to move away from our home in
Petersburg to live in Juneau with staff. She participates in special olympics, college classes, art
classes, she teaches Sunday schoolahmteers in kindergarten in addition to going to lunch

with friends or the movies. She lives a NORMAL life, and why should she not, why should her
disability stop her from that type of life. With this cut to 8 hours, she would be able to leave her
houseonly TWO HOURS a day. Tell me, WOULD YOU BE ABLE TO BE SOCIAL AND

LIVE A NORMAL LIFE ONLY LEAVING YOUR HOUSE FOR TWO HOURS A DAY. The
answer is NO.

This cut is inhumane and a direct statement saying the people with disabilities are less than us
"able boded" individuals.

Don't allow or participate in making people with disabilities second class citizens.
Don't allow Alaska to go backwards.
Thank you for reading this letter,

Bradee Luhr, PT, DPT
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Barb Luhr

Petersburg

Issue: Cuts to Day Habilitation

As you are aware, the 2017 legislative session in Juneau has a significant focus on addressing
the fiscal crisis within the State of Alaska. The proposed cuts to Day Habilitation beginning July
1, 2017 reducing all waivers to 8 hours per week of community based support.

That would mean that my daughter's full life would be jeopardized. She would not be able to be
in the Community as she is now. Here are a few of the things she does now: volunteers for a
kindergarten class Tuesday & Thursday, she teaches a Sunday school class, Monday nights
she teaches a youth bible class, she goes out to lunch on Saturdays with friends, she goes to
an art facility twice a week and she goes shopping twice a week.

If her plan of care is cut back to 8 hours a week instead of 4 hours per day she will not be able
to keep the full life she has now. She has lived her entire life in Alaska. She was part of the
Petersburg community for 19 years and now part of the Juneau community for 17 years. She is
independent as much as her physical disability allows, she has an awesome smile, she is a
friend to all people & animals, she has an infectious laugh and she loves life.

Alaska will be going backwards and hiding people with disabilities, like they use to. Treating
them like second class citizens.

| want my voice heard for not only my daughter but all the individuals with a disability living in
Alaska.

Please stop this harmful cut.
Thank you for your help in this matter,

Barb Luhr

"Life is not easy for any of us. But what of that? Wast have perseverance and above all confidence in
ourselves. We must believe that we are gifted for something and that this thing must be attained.”
¢ Marie Curie



#9

Meg Mitchell

Homer, AK

Issue: Cuts to Day Habilitation

Please do NOT allow this cutfimding for Day Habilitation services to happen for people who

experience disabilitiesThis is not only a huge ctiv DD services but it will be a huge cut in

employment for the people employed to serve the IDD population in Aldska. R 2 S & yhéelandY' I 1 S ¢
this bad idea proposal is a NO WIN for anyone situatideg Mitchell Homer, AK



#10
Doug Maynes
Issue: Funding for UA

As a Rep for the University why would you not put forward a bill to support it? Rep Wool put one
F2N¥ I NR | YR & # oatoRhe Boyh@itiee. TRl dre you thinking? My Dept was cut by 66%
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Doug Maynes



#11

Deena M. Bishop, Ed.D.
Superintendent, Anchorage School District
Issue: 50% reductn in school bond debt

VRN
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February 28, 2017

The Honorable Paul Seaton
Co-Chair House Finance Committee
Alaska Legisiature

Alaska State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Representative Seaton,

| wanted to share Anchorage School District’s deepest concern for the amendment proposed
by you in Section 19(l) of HB 57, Version J. This particular amendment revises a general fund
appropriation for municipal school bond debt statewide and decreases it by the amount of
$67,278,294, or a 50% reduction.

This is very detrimental to our school district and city. It inequitably targets municipalities and
boroughs whom have contracted with the state via school bonds to invest in capital. As you are
aware, the State finances upwards of 100% in capital projects in unincorporated areas.

As a new member of the Anchorage School District and a new resident of the city of Anchorage,
I have experienced both through my position as superintendent and as a citizen that Anchorage
tax payers have fully supported their share of education. Our Assembly supports 100% of the
allowable contribution in the school funding formula, as well as supports school bonds (most at
a 60/40 share, rather than 70/30). This support demonstrates strong responsibility to public
education. Moreover, after Governor Walker’s veto of 25% percent of the bond debt last year,
it was the Anchorage School Board who partnered with our city to pay the outstanding debt via
our fund balance reserve (savings account). As you know, this is an unsustainable manner to do
business, so we would need to go back to our taxpayers and break the contract you have made
with our city and its residents.

As proposed, the present amendment will cost Anchorage tax payers 21.7 million dollars of
unexpected taxes in FY 18 for previously passed bonds - bonds for which the State entered into
a contract with the city of Anchorage. | do understand that the support for bonds is provided
by the appropriation during each session. Nevertheless, this is a disappointing and unacceptable
move that our state would transfer the debt to local taxpayers, thereby breaking its contract
and its word on support for its schools and iocal communities.

| highly encourage you to not support this proposed amendment. It unfairly targets larger,
incorporated areas in our state. It also questions the veracity of the state Legislature and its
statutory contracts. It continues the trend of shifting state responsibility to the local tax payers.
Anchorage has continuously provided 100% of the local tax authorization but this will likely
impact local voter support for future capital improvement bonds. ASD and its School Board
understood and acknowledged the bond debt hiatus on new bonding due to the revenue

Educating All Students for Success in Life

Anchorage School Board  Tam Agosti-Gisler, President

Elisa Snelling, Vice President
Starr Marsett, Clerk

Kathleen Plunkett, Treasurer Pat Higgins
Bettye Davis Kameron Perez-Verdia

Superintendent Dr. Deena Bishop



February 28, 2017

The Honorable Paul Seaton

Vice Chair House Finance Committee
Page Two

shortfall we are experiencing in Alaska. However, ASD does not support the present action to
default on its contacts for previous community-approved bond debt.

Again, please reconsider your proposed amendment that would present such hardship for
schools across the state, but particularly those larger districts in urban areas. | am available to
address any questions you may have. | can be reached on my cell phone at 907-631-2679.

Respectfully,

-

Deena M. Bishop, Ed.D.
Superintendent

cc:  Anchorage School Board
Anchorage Assembly
Mayor Ethan Berkowitz
Representative Bryce Edgmon, Speaker of the House
Representative Chris Tuck, Majority Leader
Representative Charisse Millett, Minority Leader
Representative Chris Birch
Representative Matt Claman
Representative Harriet Drummond
Representative Les Gara
Representative Jason Grenn
Representative Jennifer Johnston
Representative Andy Josephson
Representative Chuck Kopp
Representative Gabrielle LeDoux
Representative Lance Pruitt
Representative Lora Reinbold
Representative Dan Saddler
Representative Ivy Sponholz
Representative Geran Tarr
Senator Pete Kelley, Senate President
Senator Peter Micciche, Majority Leader
Senator Berta Gardner, Minority Leader
Senator Tom Begich
Senator Mia Costello
Senator Cathy Giessel
Senator Anna McKinnon
Senator Kevin Meyer
Senator Natasha Von Imhof
Senator Bill Wielechowski







