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#1 
Tim Kane 
Anchorage 
Issue: PFD 
 

I just wanted to let you know I am very upset with the Alaska State Legislature passing a bill that would 

allow the spending of the PFD and money earmarked for the PFD fund.  LΩƳ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘΣ ƴƻΣ LΩƳ ǇƛǎǎŜŘ-

off, that our representatives simply choose the easy way out instead of doing their job!  As head of 

ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ ŦƛǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻǿƴŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ нп ȅŜŀǊǎΣ LΩǾŜ Ƙŀd to make difficult 

decisions on spending in order to survive through good times and bad,  just as everyone else has to do in 

life.  .ǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ ƻǳǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΗ  

I want my Representatives to quit pandering to special interest groups, make the necessary cuts, AND 

DO YOU JOB!   

Thank You! 

 

Tim Kane 
Anchorage Alaska 99516 
  



#2 
Deanna L. Chesser 
Chesser Assisted Living Home 
Anchor Point 
Issue: Day Habilitation Services 
 
I am hearing that there is a cut being proposed to Developmental Disabled folks waiver services in regards to Day 

Habilitation services.   

I am a licensed assisted living home which provides adult foster care for 2 developmental disabled women. Out-of-

home Day Habilitation services are specifically for the purpose of furthering the independence of this population of 

people.  These women, as well as many others like them, are not like the elderly who reside in assisted living 

homes, who may, or may not, need out-of-home services and who are content being more home-

bound.  These developmentally disabled folks are quite often highly mobile, have youth on their side, work as 

volunteers or employees in the community, and would not receive the necessary assistance to continue their 

progress in living as independently as possible.  An assisted living home is not equipped or frankly paid enough to 

provide one-on-one services for each individual or resident in their home.  It is not the role of an assisted living 

home to provide these services.   

"Day Habilitation services can assist individuals to acquire, retain or improve their self-help, socialization and 

adaptive skills, including communication, travel and other areas in adult education.  Activities and environments 

are designed to foster the development of skills and appropriate behavior, greater independence, community 

inclusion, relationship building, self-advocacy and informed choice. Additionally, individuals accessing day 

habilitation often contribute to their communities through volunteer worƪΦέ - Office of People with Developmental 

Disabilities. 

An assisted living home has neither the funding, the time, or the ability to spend hours outside of the home 

performing these types of activities, which are necessary for the developmentally disabled person to progress.  An 

ŀǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƛƴ-home care, meals, a home environment, emotional support, medical 

support & assistance as needed, and to support the health & safety of the resident. An assisted living home does 

not have the ability to provide one-on-one services.  It is a home in which more than one person generally resides, 

and the needs of each individual differ greatly between residents.  It is not possible to provide individualized 

services in a group with differing abilities and disabilities.  It is also not fair to the resident or to the assisted living 

home to reduce Day Habilitation services to such a minimal amount per week, leaving the developmentally 

disabled person unable to access activities within the community that would benefit them and lead to further 

independence.  This reduction in services would lead to increased depression, isolation, a lack of motivation and 

other negative results, which are things we already deal with.   

A cut to services resulting in a maximum of 8 hours per week is not only disastrous, but it goes against the very 

purpose of Day Habilitation services.   Please, do not cut their Day Habilitation services.  I understand cuts are 

needed, but cutting the services of some of the most vulnerable people in the country is not, in my opinion, the 

cuts that anyone should be entertaining.   

Sincerely, 

Deanna L. Chesser 
Chesser Assisted Living Home 
PO Box 515 
Anchor Point, AK  99556 
  



#3 
Peter Schaub 
Anchorage, AK 
Issue: PFD, control spending 

I'm probably not the first person to bring this up to you all, but I just learned about how you 

intend to cap our PFD's this year and impose many more taxes on us in the ensuing years.  All of 

course without decreasing your budgets to any appreciable degree.  You may not realize this but 

the vast majority of Alaskans actually paying into the system (i.e. paying taxes and not receiving 

subsidies) are squeezed about as tight as we can be.  I am now in the unfortunate position of 

having to consider whether or not it is possible for me to continue living in Alaska.  I never 

thought I would say that and always intended to live here for the rest of my life.  I am raising two 

children and I wanted THEM to grow up here.  But it's just too expensive!  Everything costs 

more here than it does practically anywhere else in the country.  I have to make decisions every 

single month as to what I will or will not pay for.  My budget is being tightened up all the time 

and at this point I simply do not have any more wiggle room. 

This is the reality that YOU have created by mismanaging the government, a task that we have 

specifically set out for you to accomplish.  The budget has grown exponentially over the years 

while the state population has remained roughly the same.  My wages have not increased for 

years.  My company is struggling to keep the doors open.  I shop at discount and second hand 

stores, work full time, and don't really have any luxuries in my life.  I'm not the only 

one.  Everyone I work with and know lives the same way that I do.  There is another segment of 

society - state and municipal employees - who live an entirely different existence.  You get paid 

so much more than we do and you live so much better.  You refuse to cut your budgets in any 

way and yet constantly look for ways to squeeze more money out of OUR pockets. 

I will no longer vote for any incumbents.  I don't care how long my representative has been in 

office or what he's accomplished.  I don't care WHO runs against him in the next election, that 

person will get my vote.  Same goes for the governor, all municipal politicians, etc.  I want you 

all voted out.  The only way you could possibly make things worse would be to impose a sales 

tax and I'm sure that's next on your absurd agenda.  I hope you all get voted out in the next 

election. 

Good luck in the real world, 

Peter Schaub 
Anchorage Resident 
  



#4 
Kerry Crabb 
Issue: Spending cuts and process 

I would like to take the time out of my busy work day to congratulate the legislature on using the Nancy 

Pelsoi approach of pushing through legislation "We Have to Pass the Bill So That You 

Can Find Out What Is In It" method. 

¢ƘŜƴ ȅΩŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǊǾŜ ǘƻ ƭƛƳƛǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ мǇƳ-3pm, when the Alaskan workers are too busy 

working to pay your salary. 

I want every sorry S.O.B. that made the choice to send this bill through to look around and soak up 

WǳƴŜŀǳ ǿƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ 

Make spending cuts and stop looking to tax your way out of the crises, or start sending out your 

resumes!!! 

With love, 
Kerry Crabb  
  



#5 
Paul Bennetts 
East Anchorage 
LǎǎǳŜΥ tC5 ǘƻ άōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘέ 
 
Dear AK House Finance, 
 
I hear you are patting yourself on the backs for raiding the PFD and "balancing the budget." I just want 
to let you know that my neighborhood gets together and we talk. We are against this raid and taxation 
without the absolute needed cuts that you refuse to make. Our representative will be easy to beat next 
election, because us poor working stiffs have already started talking about raising money to run a local 
member against your tax and spend liberal in East Anchorage. I say enjoy our money now because you'll 
be crying later. We sent you up there to cut the budget and protect the PFD. I keep hearing, "We have 
cut so much already and the budget just can't be cut more." That's poppy cock and makes my beard curl. 
Poll after poll show Alaskans believe you are not cutting the budget enough and that you should be 
working harder to do so. Your responsibilities are to the constitutional requirements, public safety and 
Infrastructure. Start cutting and stop raiding my wallet. Your action WILL cause an exodus from the state 
and you will ultimately have less money to spend. Every state with high taxation eventually have huge 
deficits. I am highly agitated and can't wait to vote against your lazy, ridiculous policies. This will be the 
first year our neighborhood will be raising money to remove the Democrats from this body. We urge you 
to rescind this bill and do the hard work for which we sent you up there to do. 
 
V/r, 
 
Paul Bennetts, 
East Anchorage 
  



#6 
Kathrine Hardy 
Anchorage, AK 
Issue: PFD and taxes, cut the size of government 

Good Morning, 

I understand we only have about 72 hours to respond to your current bill recommendations. 

As a Nurse Practitioner in our Anchorage community, as well as a small business owner, I 

understand that balancing our budget is necessary.  Taking money from one account to another is 

just robbing Peter to pay Paul. 

Cuts are necessary...we can't continue to pay our bills with less.  Taxes may be an option down 

the road, but first there are numerous cuts that need to be made prior to pulling more money from 

the citizens. 

The PFD is also not appropriate, for the same reason stated above. 

Cut the size of government, decrease the number of employees, take our budget back to where it 

was 10 years ago, prior to the boom...this is bust time, and that includes tightening all our 

belts.  If the money isn't there, you don't get to spend it. 

I appreciate your time, but it is also time to get to work, not find an easy work around.  No, not 

everyone will be happy with you, but take your responsibility seriously, and do the job that 1) 

needs to be done, and 2) that you were elected to do. 

Thank you for your time, 

Sincerely, 

Kathrine Hardy, ANP 
Anchorage, AK 99515 
  



#7 
Bradee Luhr, PT, DPT 
Issue: Day Habilitation 

Representative, 

I know that our state currently in a fiscal crisis and that talks of financial cuts are taking place. I 

have recently heard about a proposed cut to Day Habilitation for medicaid waivers to 8 hours per 

week of community based activities. As a physical therapist in this State AND a family member 

of a person who will be affected by this cut, I urge you to vote against this.  

Our society has been working very hard to take away the negative stigma having a disability 

comes with, taking people out of their house and integrating them into the community is essential 

to this forward progression. I work daily to help my patients gain more independence to allow 

them, and encourage them, to go out into the community and participate in social activities. This 

cut would be sending Alaska back into the past where individuals with disabilities are not able to 

lead normal, social lives.  

My mother worked hard to ensure that my sister, Sabrina, whom is in a wheelchair lives 

everyday to her fullest potential. Sabrina has been able to move away from our home in 

Petersburg to live in Juneau with staff. She participates in special olympics, college classes, art 

classes, she teaches Sunday school and volunteers in kindergarten in addition to going to lunch 

with friends or the movies. She lives a NORMAL life, and why should she not, why should her 

disability stop her from that type of life. With this cut to 8 hours, she would be able to leave her 

house only TWO HOURS a day. Tell me, WOULD YOU BE ABLE TO BE SOCIAL AND 

LIVE A NORMAL LIFE ONLY LEAVING YOUR HOUSE FOR TWO HOURS A DAY. The 

answer is NO.  

This cut is inhumane and a direct statement saying the people with disabilities are less than us 

"able bodied" individuals.  

Don't allow or participate in making people with disabilities second class citizens.  

Don't allow Alaska to go backwards. 

Thank you for reading this letter,  

Bradee Luhr, PT, DPT 

  



#8 
Barb Luhr 
Petersburg 
Issue: Cuts to Day Habilitation 

As you are aware, the 2017 legislative session in Juneau has a significant focus on addressing 

the fiscal crisis within the State of Alaska. The proposed cuts to Day Habilitation beginning July 

1, 2017 reducing all waivers to 8 hours per week of community based support.  

That would mean that my daughter's full life would be jeopardized. She would not be able to be 

in the Community as she is now. Here are a few of the things she does now: volunteers for a 

kindergarten class Tuesday & Thursday, she teaches a Sunday school class, Monday nights 

she teaches a youth bible class, she goes out to lunch on Saturdays with friends, she goes to 

an art facility twice a week and she goes shopping twice a week.  

If her plan of care is cut back to 8 hours a week instead of 4 hours per day she will not be able 

to keep the full life she has now. She has lived her entire life in Alaska. She was part of the 

Petersburg community for 19 years and now part of the Juneau community for 17 years. She is 

independent as much as her physical disability allows, she has an awesome smile, she is a 

friend to all people & animals, she has an infectious laugh and she loves life. 

Alaska will be going backwards and hiding people with disabilities, like they use to. Treating 

them like second class citizens.  

I want my voice heard for not only my daughter but all the individuals with a disability living in 

Alaska.  

Please stop this harmful cut.  

Thank you for your help in this matter, 

Barb Luhr 

 

"Life is not easy for any of us. But what of that? We must have perseverance and above all confidence in 

ourselves. We must believe that we are gifted for something and that this thing must be attained." 

ς Marie Curie 

  



#9 
Meg Mitchell 
Homer, AK 
Issue: Cuts to Day Habilitation 
 

Please do NOT allow this cut in funding for Day Habilitation services to happen for people who 

experience disabilities.  This is not only a huge cut  to DD services but it will be a huge cut in 

employment for the people employed to serve the IDD population in Alaska.  Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜnse and 

this bad idea proposal is a NO WIN for anyone situation!  -Meg Mitchell Homer, AK 

  



#10 
Doug Maynes 
Issue: Funding for UA 
 

As a Rep for the University why would you not put forward a bill to support it? Rep Wool put one 

ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦƻǊǿŀrd it on to the committee. What are you thinking? My Dept was cut by 66% 

ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ŏǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘŀŦŦΚ Iƻǿ ǎǘǳǇƛŘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ¦Η 

  

Doug Maynes 

  



#11 
Deena M. Bishop, Ed.D. 
Superintendent, Anchorage School District 
Issue: 50% reduction in school bond debt 

 
  



 
  



 
  


