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House Bill 142 Sponsor Statement

House Bill 142, an act establishing Elders’ Day, would recognize and honor Alaska elders on the winter
solstice of each year. Elders have lived through tragedies and triumphs, times of conflict and peace, and
are living testaments that people survive, and often thrive, in a variety of circumstances. Their valuable
insights and experiences are treasured gifts to celebrate and honor. Winter solstice signifies a change of
the seasons and also a time to celebrate the knowledge and wisdom elders have passed on to younger
generations. Elders’ Day can be celebrated in many ways, by honoring elders in public ceremonies and
through quiet appreciation. | hope you will also support the Elders’ Day bill.

District 39: Alatna, Alcan Border, Allakaket City, Arctic Village, Beaver, Bettles City, Birch Creek, Brevig Mission City, Central,
Chalkyitsik, Chicken, Chisana, Chistochina, Chitina, Circle, Coldfoot, Copper Center, Diomede City, Dot Lake, Dot Lake Villages,
Dry Creek, Eagle City, Eagle Village, Elim City, Evansville, Fort Yukon City, Gakona, Galena City, Gambell City, Golovin City,
Gulkana, Healy Lake, Hughes City, Huslia City, Kaltag City, Kenny Lake, Koyuk City, Koyukuk City, Livengood, McCarthy, Mentasta
Lake, Nabesna, New Allakaket, Nome City, Northway, Northway Junction, Northway Village, Nulato City, Paxson, Port Clarence,
Rampart, Savoonga City, Shaktoolik City, Shishmaref City, Silver Springs, Slana, St. Michael City, Stebbins City, Stevens Village,
Tanacross, Tazlina, Teller City, Tetlin, Tok, Unalakleet City, Venetie, Wales City, White Mountain City and Wiseman.



