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ABOUT NCSL

 Provides non-partisan research & analysis

 Offers professional development for legislators 

and staff

 Links legislators with each other and experts

 Speaks on behalf of legislatures in D.C.
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State Legislatures and Civics Education

“For representative democracy to function, citizens 
must understand and endorse the roles performed by 
governmental institutions. The task force recommends 
that legislatures work to improve the public 
understanding of state legislatures and the role they 
play in our governmental system.”

-- Strengthening State Legislatures: A Report of NCSL’s Legislative 
Institution Task Force (NCSL, 1994)



State Legislatures and Civics Education

“Legislatures must take a proactive role in 
civic education. They must provide 
leadership to ensure a broad public 
understanding of the role and benefits of 
representative democracy.”
--Legislatures of the Future: Implications of Change (Task Force on Legislatures 
of the Future of the Legislative Staff Coordinating Committee, NCSL, 2000)



State Legislatures and Civics Education

Civic education is a central value of our country, our state, and 

our Legislature. Civics is important for students of every age as 

they learn to understand and appreciate their role in our 

government. By supporting legislators visiting schools and by 

creating lesson plans, resources, and professional 

development opportunities for teachers, we're always working 

to bring the democratic process to life in the classroom.

--- Washington State Legislature Civics Education Program

http://leg.wa.gov/CivicEd/Pages/LessonPlans.aspx
http://leg.wa.gov/CivicEd/Pages/backtoschool.aspx#activities
http://leg.wa.gov/ScholarProgram


State Legislatures and Civics Education

The Senate Clerk’s Office is proud to offer engaging and 

dynamic education programs such as the Senate Page Leadership 

Program,…and Virginia Capital Semester, …Virginia’s Model 

General Assembly, …and serves as a resource for the American 

Legion Boys and Girls State programs. These programs promote 

good citizenship and further the awareness of the role we all 

share in representative democracy.

-- Virginia Senate Clerk’s Office Overview



Examples of State Legislative Activity

 Mock sessions

 Page & Internship Programs

 Youth Legislatures

 Student Government Days

 Printed and Digital Resources

 Citizen Seminars & Forums

 Partnering with other programs (We The People, YMCA 
Youth in Government, Boys & Girls’ State, etc…)



Examples of State Legislative Activity: 

Nebraska’s Unicameral Youth Legislature

 Annual program for high school students

 Four-day simulation where students step into the 

role of lawmaker – conduct hearings, sponsor bills, 

debate legislation



Examples of State Legislative Activity: 

Nevada Youth Legislature (NRS 385.515)

 Membership: 21 high school students in 2 yr terms

 Duties: evaluate issues of importance to youth, hold 2 
public hearings, public awareness towards youth, each 
youth legislator hold one meeting, report activities to 
legislature

 Powers: meet as often as necessary, form committees, 
periodic seminars on gov’t/leadership, draft 1 measure 
related to youth 



Examples of State Legislative Activity: 

Massachusetts Student Government Day



Examples of State Legislative Activity: 

Massachusetts Student Government Day

 Established in 1947, first Friday in April (M.G.L. Chapter 6, Section 
12M)

 Dept. of Secondary & Elementary Education with major assistance 
from the legislature, approx. 400 students participate

 Students are assigned the roles of senators, representatives, 
constitutional officers and Justices of the Supreme Court.

“This is an informative program about state government, that includes 
students participating in the role of elected or appointed officials to 
observe the processes of government.”

-- Massachusetts Department of Secondary & Elementary Education



Examples of State Legislative Activity: 

Virginia’s Capitol Classroom



Examples of State Legislative Activity: 

Virginia’s Capitol Classroom



Examples of State Legislative Activity: 

Virginia’s Capitol Classroom



Examples of State Legislative Activity:

Washington State’s Legislative Scholar Program

 5-day interactive workshop at State Capitol for 
social studies, history, government and civics 
teachers

 A professional development opportunity to learn 
first-hand about the state’s legislative process 

 Equips teachers with valuable resources and ideas 
to integrate civics and citizenship into the classroom 



Examples of State Legislative Activity:

Washington State’s Legislative Scholar Program



America’s Legislator Back to School Program



America’s Legislator Back to School Program

 America’s Legislators Back to School Program kicks off the third week 
of September and runs throughout the school year. 

 NCSL makes available, free of charge, publication and video resource 
materials for high school, middle/junior high school and elementary 
school students to be used by state legislators visiting classrooms in 
conjunction with the program.

“When legislators visit classrooms, students learn to appreciate the pressures, 
debate, negotiation and compromise that are part of representative 

democracy.”

-- Overview of America’s Legislator Back to School Program

http://www.ncsl.org/legislators-staff/legislators/legislators-back-to-school/program-materials.aspx#Program
http://www.ncsl.org/legislators-staff/legislators/legislators-back-to-school/program-materials.aspx#Videos


Questions and Follow-Up

Angela Andrews

National Conference of State Legislatures

angela.andrews@ncsl.org

(303) 856-1349

mailto:angela.andrews@ncsl.org

