PROPOSAL 105 - 5 AAC 95.505. Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge. Expand the Palmer
Hay Flats State Game Refuge as follows:

AS 16.05.255(a)(1) states that the Board of Game may "set apart” game reserves and refuges
subject to legislative approval. the Board of Fisheries has a similar authority under AS
16.05.251(a)(1). I propose the following action:

The Board(s) of Game (and Fisheries) hereby sets aside lands described below, acquired and
transferred to the State for addition to Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge, for enhancement
of fish and wildlife habitat and related public uses of the refuge.

Additions to include the fofmerly named M'Karzel, Williams, Fritzler, Cassity, and Cope
parcels, and any other similarly situated acquisitions in state ownership.
/ !

In addition, the board(s) requests the Alaska Legislature to approve this action by amending
AS 16.20.032 to include the additions.

What is the issue you would like the board to address and why? Since 1990, ADF&G has
collaborated with public and private partners to acquire inholdings and parcels adjacent to
Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge from willing sellers to consolidate and add land to the
refuge for fish and wildlife habitat, hunting and fishing, secure public access and facilitate
outdoor education and other compatible uses. Five primary parcels, comprising over 1,360 acres
have been purchased for over $310,000 of public and private funds and transferred to the Alaska
Department of Natural Resources with conservation easements for incorporation into Palmer
Hay Flats State Game Refuge. Over the past 20 years, no legislative action has affirmatively
added these parcels to the refuge, either because ADF&G and past administrations have not been
successful in moving a bill or because no sponsors have acted.

It is important, if only for completing valuable good faith conservation actions, to request
addition of these parcels to the refuge so ADF&G can manage these lands consistent with refuge
goals and management plans and address current issues.

PROPOSED BY: Thomas Rothe (EG-C14-301)
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Ancharage Fish and Game Advisory Committee 5' ¢ m
lanuary 9, 2015
William Hernandez Hatchery JAN 27 25

941 Reeve Bivd, Anchorage

BOARDg

» Call to Order. By Chalrman Joel Donner, At 6:30PM

* Roll Call: Joel Doner, Chalr, George Jacoby, Vice-Chair, Sam Albanese, Secretary, Neil
Dewitt, Jim Bolgiano, Robert Caywood, Michael Klehr, Frank Neumann, Kevin Taylor,
Dwight Johnson, Steve Flory, Phil Calhoun, Ehren Strahn,

Robert Peck Jr. notified the chair he would be late. (arrived 1920),

Members Absent: Brian Nelson Alt, Mark Campbell were excused.
Number Needed for Quorum on AC: 8
List of User Groups Present; None

* Approval of Agenda: Yes
*  Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: From meeting date.... No.
v Fish and Game Staff Present: Sherry Wright

* Guests Present, Tom Rothe, Lynette Moreno Hinz, Yolanda Delacruz

+ Old Business

+ Public Testimony. Yolanda Delacruz, addressed the AAC about our meetings not being posted

in the media. (Yolanda speaks poor and broken English and much of what she said was uninterruptable
to me.) Public does not come because they are afrald of the AAC and ADF&G, She befleves we need
adversity in the AAC. We only represent professional hunters. We need balance on the ACs, Alaska is
beautiful for its nature. We should respect the land. Indigenous Alaskans respect the land. We are only
pleasing ourseives. If the animals were hunted for subsistence OK. We are killing wolves and bears so
we can have more. itis time to control the sport hunters, Hunters have the support of the politicians. She
said the natural resources are for all Alaskans. What about us. Try to stop the killing for special Interest.
Alaska is beautiful and she would like to keep it that way.

George commented it was a full house last Tuesday. She responded she sees the same thing, killing
killing and killing.

Jim asked if she had internet access for notification. Sha said it needs to be in the media
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. | Kevin explalqu this would remove the requirement for a trapping
llcense and allow hunting beaver.

| Neil asked if we were not having problems with a village that livesin
Tthe unit,

| Proposat 10;f passed. 13 Support, 1 Opposed.

. Supported for reasons stated In proposal
-1 Opposed, like the current seasons and dates

Frank moveé yeconsider proposal 104 Beaver season Seconded
Sub~commitﬁqe voted 4 Support, 3 Opposed.

Michael does trap up there and does see lots of beavers, and would
support this.

Robert Peck - fuily endorses Michael and 188 is pretty inaccessible.

Joel-asa Cook Inlet commercial fishermen will support this since the
beavers will reduce salmon return.

Nell expressed concern about potentially wipping out all of them to
which Robert ‘Peck reiterated it is extremely inaccessible, Michael
sald he does not think It is possible to decimate them in this area.
Frank asked: 5f you can currently shoot beaver.

Steve said he supports this.

ﬁxrand%’e }ﬁi‘r%:é?;-lﬁg-Flats ';;étei
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provlded a paper with notes; -

£
He proposeq this'to push the systﬁ a fittle. Since 1990 the
Dapartment has acquired inholdings in the hay flats but has not gotten
!eglslatlva actlon to buy the lands. ff\e purpose was {o buy the land to
Increase public acoess and hunﬁngg :The land is sitting there and it will
oniy take legistation to expand thie oundary to include this land.

‘
There is misconception in the Mat-Si, the Department 100%

.supported these purchases. The 5& came from duck stamps, grants
and pnvate contrlbutlons

o presematnve of the area. Stolz,
f 'a our legislative affairs sub

7| R rt’Peck.,asked what ls happ .q' '9 fo:this land now since it is not
Apa : refuge Rnght now. ftis jan: aged by DNR. Tom said it
yanage.it

| _.mg_és,yr'e, Wil this bring more

' restﬁctions"

; ,Iom sa;d refuges are for publl;: Lise’
'Support the principal ofmanqgem
18tc pne glowmg ‘example is the’
puhllc abcess to'the refuge. -

SteVQ voted agalnst this in suboo

nrestncted to restricted access.:
aren.. The road to hell was paved
outline for us the dlfterences in hi
bein the future

Qzlttge Qur concarn s going from
ple is the Knik Public Use

fi:good intentions. Gan you

,lfs managed now and how it will

Tha consewation covenants dedl et is to management consistent
with consarvation and garme management Habltat cqnservatlon is
important It I8 currently managed’ hy DNR. Leave it in limbo or if it Is
inclided it will bé managed like the Tefuge.

Robert Caywood asked if motorizesd_‘access Is allowed now. Tom
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believes it ngust be managed by DNR in accordance with habltat
conservatlon. ,

Neil askedj{we vole no can he go the political route.
Robert Ca ood will access be more or less rastrictive? NO.

Frank, itis NR tand that’ is currently being managed by DNR, fike It
is State Re ge Lands, 8o nothing really changes,

Proposal 105 Passed
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Attention: Board of Game Comments

Alaska Department of Fish and Game,

Boards Support Section

PO Box 115526

Juneau, Alaska 99811-5526

Submitted via email on time to: dfg.bog.comments @alaska.gov

Subject: Support for BOG Proposal 105-AAC 95.505. Paimer Hay Flats State
Game Refuge

2015 January 19
Dear Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Boards Support Section:

| strongly support Board of Game Proposal 105 submitted by Tom Rothe
regarding Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge additions. Since the parcels
formerly named M'Karzel, Williams, Fritzler, Cassity, and Cope (and any other
similarly situated acquisitions in state ownership) were made available for
addition to the refuge for fish and wildlife habitat, hunting and fishing, secure
public access, outdoor education, and other compatible uses, it is important that
the Legislature formally accept said lands so that they may be properly managed
for the people of Alaska by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game. These
lands have already been purposefully purchased with private funds and
transferred to the Department of Natural Resources, with conservation
easements for incorporation into Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge.

~ | urge the Board of Game fo write the Legislature now and help complete this
process which will enable the Alaska Department of Fish and Game to manage
the lands in a way that is that is consistent with refuge goals and management
plans to address current issues as they arise. This will benefit the people of
Alaska, not only now, but for future generations.

Again | strongly support BOG Proposal 105 and urge you to write the Legislature
and engage them in the necessary process to incorporate these lands, as
intended, into the Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge.

Thank you for your attention to these important details.

Sincerely,
Barbara Svarny Carlson

Barbara Svarny Carlson
PO Box 220196
Anchorage, Alaska 99522-0196
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THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY
ALASKA CHAPTER

&800 Kalgin Drive
Anchorage, AK 89616

The Alaska Chapter of The Wildlife Society is a professlonal soclety founded in 1971, With aver 200 members, the
Alaska Chapter Is one of the largest chapters of The Wildlifs Society, an International organizatlon representing
wildlife blologists and managers employed by state, federal, and borough resvurce agenciss, academic institutions,
non-governmantal conservation organizations, and private Industry, Our mission iy to enhance the ability of wildlife
professionals 1o conserve biological diveryity, sustain productlviry, and ensure responsible use of wildlife resources
in Alaska for the benefit of soclety.

Alaska Board of Game
Alaska Department of Fish and Game
Boards Support Section

P.0. Box 115526
Juneau, AK 99811-5526

Dear Chairman Spraker and Board Members,

I em writing 1n support of BOG proposal 105, a proposal to expand the Palmer Hay Flats State
Game Refuge. This proposal would “set astde” lands that have already heen acquired and
transferred to the state for addition to the Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge. It does not
increase land ownership by the state, does not impose Jand use restrictions beyond normal refuge

management, nor does it impose an additional financial burden on the state. . .

These lands were conveyed to or acquired by the state with the intent that they be included
within the refuge boundaries. Although the state now owns these lands under ADNR oversight,
the Alaska Department of Fish and Game has no management authority over them without
legislative action. Thus, ADF&G cannot undertake habitat improvements or manage public
access, and enforcement of violations is unclear. ‘

Passage of this proposal would be a valuable step in ensuring ADF&G can manage these lands
eonsistent with refuge goals and management plans and address current issues.

I hope that the board will support this proposal to help facilitate expansion of the refuge and to
ensure the quality of the land remains undiminished.

Sincerely,

7

Grant Hilderbrand
President, Alaska Chapter of The Wildlife Society



January 23, 2015

Alaska Board of Game

Alaska Department of Fish and Game
Boards Support Section

P.O. Box 115526

Juneau, AK 99811-5526

Dear Alaska Board of Game:

| am writing to strongly urge your support of Proposal 105, scheduled for consideration at the
Central/Southwest Region meeting on February 13. | am the author of Proposal 105 and | have
had discussions with ADFG staff, numerous refuge users {mostly hunters and fishers), and the
Anchorage and Mat-Su Fish and Game Advisory Committees. | would like to clarify my
intentions in submitting this proposal and address a couple of concerns that have been raised.

l'am aware that only the Alaska Legislature can modify the boundary of Palmer Hay Flats State
Game Refuge In AS 16.20.032 to include the parcels that | have described. My goal in asking
the Board of Game to act under AS 16.05.255(a)(1) Is simply to have the Board endorse these
lands for inclusion in the refuge through letters to Southcentral Alaska Legislators, the Governor
and the Commissioner of ADFG,

During discussions of Proposal 105, some individuals have been unduly concerned that
including these parcels in the refuge would increase restrictions on public access—primarily
motorized access. First, these parcels were originally private land that we not open to the

. public; now._they are owned by the state.and open_to publicaccess.. Second, the public and
private collaborators that purchased these parcels for fish and wildiife and related public uses
attached conservation covenants on the titles to ensure that the lands would be managed
consistent with the purposes of the state refuge. Thus, these additions would have no more
and no fewer restrictions than any other part of the refuge, as guided by the refuge
management plan and regulations.

Given that the state owns these parcels and they are bound to be managed consistent with
refuge policies, some view statutory changes to the refuge boundary as a minor housekeeping
issue that is not important. We refuge users and others, however, believe that officially
consolidating these lands into the refuge: (1) fulfills the promises made to conservation
partners that acquired these parcels for public benefit; (2) designates ADFG as the primary
manager of the entire refuge vs. the current ADNR responsibilities on these parcels; (3)
facilitates ADFG investment in improvements to fish and wildlife habitat and public access; and
(4) clarifies land status and applicable regulations for enforcement purposes.

Finally, my original proposal specifically named five parcels that were purchased explicitly for
the refuge and “other similarly situated parcels” that | may not have been aware of. Since |
submitted the proposal, | have learned that ADNR has acquired two parcels adjacent to the



refuge in trades with Mat-Su Borough. Also, the Turner property was acquired for the refuge
and transferred to ADNR with conservation covenants similar to the other parcels. These eight
parcels (map attached) were clearly acquired for the refuge and should be included In a Board
endorsement.

| appreciate the Board’s consideration of this proposal to demonstrate support for the
acquisition and conservation of fish and wildlife habitats in our state game refuges. Your active
support wlll enhance the public’s access to well-managed hunting, fishing and outdoor
recreation experiences.

Sincerely,

A

Thomas C. Rothe

11828 Broadwater Drive
Eagle River, AK, 99577
{(907) 694-9068

Tom.halcyon@gmail.com
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Submltted By

Barbara Johnson
Submited On

1/30/2015 2:31:42 PM
Affiliation

Phone
907-229-6891
Email
sbejohn1@mac.com
Address
P.0O.Box 670874
Chuglak, Alaska 99567

To: Alaska Boards of Fisheries and Game
Re: Proposal 105-5 AAC 95,505, Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge

I'am writing you to ask that Proposal 105, which would expand the Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge, be approved. | urge that both
boards also send a recommendation to the State Leglslature for action this year to ensure that the Alaska Department of Fish & Game
can manage these additional lands consistent with refuge goals. Thess lands, purchased over the past 20 years for incorporation Into the
Palmer Hay Flats State Game Refuge, need to be given the legal protection under the law. | think itis very Important to amend the legal
descriptions In AS 16.20.032 so that the refuge boundaries are expanded and include these additional lands.

As | understand it, these parcels have all been transferred to the state and they have conservation covenants on them. It seems logical and
necessary to officlally Include them In the boundaries of the refuge to enable managers to communicate consistent management goals to
the public more clearly, |think it would be very helpful to have new maps that make It easler for the publlc to also know the new boundarles
and to allow the Alaska Department of Fish and Game to put up signs and manage these lands appropriately with the other lands already
designated as part of the refuge

| appreciate your consideration of this proposal, and I hope that youwill take positive action this year to make these lands officlally part of
the refuge, as intended when they were purchased and glven fo the state through a variety of methods.
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Dear Boord  Members of  The Alasha Deparfmem of
r‘»sb and Game ,
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Dear State Legislator,

I'am a student at Machetanz Elementary school named Anthony Jones. | think that you should
pay the bill to expand the refuge in the hay flats because the land has already been bought but
can not be protected by laws. Please pay the bill this will save who knows how many innocent
animal lives which are just as valuable as human lives.

Sincerely,

Anthony Jones
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