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Supporters of Medicaid Reform & Expansion 

AARP Alaska 

Abused Women’s Aid in Crisis, Inc. (AWAIC) 

Ahtna, Incorporated 

AK Child & Family 

Alaska AIDS Assistance Association 

Alaska Association on Developmental Disabilities 

Alaska Brain Injury Network 

Alaska Chamber of Commerce 

Alaska Federation of Natives 

Alaska Geriatric Exchange Network 

Alaska Injury Prevention Center 

Alaska Legal Services Corp. 

Alaska Literacy Program 

Alaska Mental Health Board and Advisory Board on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse 

Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority 

Alaska Municipal League 

Alaska Native Brotherhood and Alaska Native Sisterhood Camp 70 

Alaska Native Health Board 

Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium 

Alaska Physicians & Surgeons 

Alaska Primary Care Association 

Alaska State Hospital & Nursing Home Association 

Alaska Women’s Lobby 
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Aleutian Housing Authority 

Aleutian Probilof Island Association   

American Cancer Society 

American Diabetes Association 

American Heart Association   

American Lung Association in Alaska 

Anchorage Coalition to End Homelessness   

Anchorage Community Mental Health Services 

Anchorage Human and Social Services Executive Directors 

Anchorage Municipal Assembly 

Anchorage Neighborhood Health Center 

Anchorage Youth Development Coalition (AYDC) 

ANCSA Regional Association 

Bartlett Regional Hospital 

Bering Straits Native Corporation 

Bristol Bay Area Health Corporation 

Bristol Bay Native Association 

Bristol Bay Native Corporation 

Camp Fire USA Alaska Council 

Cancer Action Network 

Catholic Social Services 

CCS Early Learning 

City of Barrow 
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Congregation Sukkat Shalom 

Cook Inlet Region Inc. 

Covenant House Alaska 

Curyung Tribal Council 

Doyon Limited 

Effective Health Design 

Enroll Alaska 

Fairbanks Community Mental Health Services 

Fairbanks Economic Development Corporation 

Food Bank of Alaska 

Foraker Group 

Governor’s Council on Disabilities & Special Education 

Greater Fairbanks Community Hospital Foundation 

Identity Inc. 

Iliuliuk Family and Health Services 

Juneau City & Borough Assembly 

Juneau Economic Development Council  

Juneau Tlingit & Haida Community Council 

Kenai Peninsula Borough Assembly 

Kenaitze Indian Tribe 

Kodiak Area Native Association 

League of Women Voters of Alaska  

March of Dimes Foundation Alaska Chapter 
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Mat‐Su Health Foundation 

Mountain‐Pacific Quality Health Foundation 

Municipality of Skagway 

NAMI 

NANA Regional Corporation  

NEA Alaska  

New Koliganek Village Council 

Nine Star Education and Employment Services 

Nondalton Tribal Council 

Planned Parenthood of the Great Northwest  

Professional Nursing Consultants 

RurAL CAP 

Sitka Borough Assembly 

Southeast Alaska Independent Living, Inc. 

Statewide Independent Living Council of Alaska 

Tanana Chiefs Conference  

Tangirnaq Native Village/ Woody Island Tribal Council 

thread 

United Way of Anchorage 

Valley Medical Care 

Volunteers of America Alaska 

YWCA Alaska 
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 AADD 
ALASKA ASSOCIATION ON  

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 
P.O. Box 241742 

Anchorage, Alaska 99524 

A RESOLUTION URGING THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE TO EXPAND MEDICAID COVERAGE TO 
IMPROVE THE HEALTH OF ALASKANS AND TO IMPROVE THE ALASKAN ECONOMY.  

WHEREAS, nearly 42,000 of our family members, friends and neighbors have the opportunity to gain 
health care coverage under expansion; and  

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will improve health outcomes by reducing the number of uninsured 
Alaskans by half, improving preventive and primary care access, providing substance abuse treatment 
and mental health counseling, and reducing the mortality rate; and  

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion brings over $1 billion in new federal revenue into Alaska over the first 
five years; and  

WHEREAS, studies project expansion will likely yield 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion more in wages and 
salaries paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased economic activity throughout the state; and  

WHEREAS, with expansion the State would save $6.1 million in FY2016 by using federal funds to pay 
for health services currently paid for with state general funds; and,  

WHEREAS, federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population through 
2016 and will transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond; and  

WHEREAS, the State’s continued participation is contingent upon maintaining the 90% match; and 

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will significantly reduce the burden of uncompensated care, which was 
over $90 million at non-tribal Alaska hospitals in 2013; and  

WHEREAS, leveraging the federal resources that come with expansion is the State’s biggest opportunity 
to finance reform efforts; and 

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid reform; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  AADD (Alaska Association on Developmental Disabilities) 
endorses Medicaid expansion, recognizing we all have an interest in ensuring that Alaskans are as 
productive as possible so they can contribute to our communities and economy; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that AADD (Alaska Association on Developmental Disabilities) strongly 
urges the Alaska Legislature to expand Medicaid for the benefit of Alaskans and the Alaska economy to 
take effect in July 2015 and, though reform efforts should be of utmost importance, this work should not 
delay health care coverage for those Alaskans who would be eligible for Medicaid under expansion. 

To facilitate a united provider voice for best practices, advocacy, partnerships and networking. 
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Medicaid Expansion – It’s Your Business 

The issue of Medicaid expansion in Alaska is finally garnering the attention of 
Alaska businesses. After all, the new federal health care law makes health care 
everyone’s business. This issue is not alone in affecting the business environment in 
Alaska. 

Alaska Chamber members recently met and adopted 40 policy positions. When 
asked to prioritize these policies, members selected opposition to the referendum 
to repeal oil tax reform, support for comprehensive workers’ compensation reform, 
and support for Medicaid expansion as priorities. 

The Alaska Chamber Board ratified these priorities and decided to also keep the 
high cost of energy, permitting efficiencies and access to resources as priorities. 
While each of these top priorities is distinct, the fundamental underlying issue is 
the same – the cost of doing business in Alaska.   

The Alaska Chamber’s core mission is to make Alaska the best place to do 
business. It’s about making Alaska competitive and there are many factors 
businesses consider when deciding how much and where to invest.  

The decision of the Alaska Chamber to support Medicaid expansion is a pragmatic 
one. Like it, love it, or hate it, the Affordable Care Act is the law of the land and 
businesses have no choice but to deal with it. Most importantly, Alaska businesses 
are looking for ways to stay in Alaska and grow our economy. To stay in the 
competitive game, Alaska businesses are looking to reduce and contain costs.   

Given the federal fiscal situation, and the track record the feds have with keeping 
commitments, Alaska Chamber members support Medicaid expansion with 
caveats. Those caveats include support for a fail-safe provision and/or supporting 
an alternative to Medicaid expansion. A fail-safe provision means that if the feds 
renege on their funding commitment, Alaska will opt out of the expansion. Alaska 
Chamber members are also open to finding a private sector alternative to address 
Alaska’s uninsured under the new federal law. 

As taxpayers, all Alaskans are subject to the increased federal taxes established to 
fund the Affordable Care Act. If Alaska does not expand Medicaid, Alaskan’s taxes 
will pay for the uninsured in other states. Alaska businesses and all insured 
Alaskans will bear even higher insurance premiums and health care costs to cover 
those uninsured.  
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Currently, the cost of care for uninsured Alaskans who are unable to pay for their 
care are covered by those who are insured. In the health care industry it is called 
uncompensated care. Employers providing insurance to their employees and 
individuals buying health insurance pay for this uncompensated care in the form of 
increased premiums costs.  

If Alaska does not expand Medicaid, we will continue to pay these increased 
premiums as well as pay the new federal taxes. If Alaska expands Medicaid, a 
portion of the federal taxes Alaskans pay will return to the state and 
uncompensated care losses will decrease. Alaska Chamber members believe this 
will result in lower or slower growth of health care premiums.  

It’s worth noting that the Alaska Chamber also supports a reduction in the State of 
Alaska’s spending levels to a more sustainable level of $5.5 billion in total general 
fund spending. Current state spending levels are unsustainably high and are 
damaging to Alaska’s competitiveness and our economic future.  

Make no mistake, even with expected cost offsets, expanding Medicaid increases 
costs for the State of Alaska. How then can the Alaska Chamber support Medicaid 
expansion? It’s simple. Alaska businesses, which fund the state’s coffers, simply can 
not afford to pay once, much less twice, to provide health care for Alaska’s 
uninsured.  

To compete, to grow, and to secure a future for our state, Alaska businesses know 
that costs must be controlled. This means the Alaska Chamber promotes policies 
that create a good business environment.  We support reasonable tax structures, 
sustainable state budgets, efficient permitting systems, increased access to 
resources, meaningful changes to workers’ comp and taking a pragmatic approach 
in response to the Affordable Care Act. That’s our business, and it’s your business 
too.  

Rachael Petro 
President & CEO 
Alaska Chamber of Commerce 
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ALASKA FEDERATION OF NATIVES, INC. 
2013 ANNUAL CONVENTION 

RESOLUTION 13-18 

TITLE: A RESOLUTION URGING THE GOVERNOR AND THE ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 
TO ENSURE THAT THE FULL IMPACT OF POTENTIAL MEDICAID EXPANSION IS 
CONSIDERED AND TO TAKE COMPLETE ADVANTAGE OF FEDERAL RESOURCES TO 
EXPAND MEDICAID COVERAGE TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH OF ALASKANS AND TO 
IMPROVE THE ALASKAN ECONOMY 

WHEREAS: The Alaska Federation of Natives (AFN) is the largest statewide Native 
organization in Alaska and its membership includes 118 federally-recognized 
tribes, 133 village corporations, 13 regional corporations, and 11 regional 
nonprofit and tribal consortiums that contract and run federal and state 
programs; and 

WHEREAS:  The mission of AFN is to enhance and promote the cultural, economic, and 
political voice of the entire Alaska Native community; and 

WHEREAS: Alaska has the option to expand Medicaid benefits by increasing the income 
eligibility level to 138% of the federal poverty level; and 

WHEREAS: Independent analyses indicate significant benefits to individual Alaskans and to 
the Alaskan economy; and 

WHEREAS: Approximately 40,000 more Alaskans (including 16,000 Alaska Natives and 
American Indians) would be covered by Medicaid; and 

WHEREAS: The increase in eligible beneficiaries would provide increased access to care, 
patient travel and services that individuals are not able to afford, such as glasses, 
certain dental and other procedures; and 

WHEREAS: Increasing access to care leads to healthier Alaskans; and 

WHEREAS: The State would receive $1.1 billion in federal revenues for the first seven years 
of implementation (2014-2020) for a net state contribution of $23.4 million 
($90.7 million minus $67.3 in offsets); and 

WHEREAS: 4,000 new jobs would be created with $1.2 billion in Alaskan wages and salaries 
throughout Alaska (2014-2020); and 
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WHEREAS: The multiplier effect of additional resources will benefit the State economy and 
all Alaskans by an estimated $2.49 billion in increased economic activity 
throughout Alaska (2014-2020); and 

WHEREAS: Medicaid expansion would benefit health care providers and payers, who are 
effectively required to subsidize care for uninsured and underinsured patients as 
well as businesses and other patients who support those subsidies through 
higher premiums, deductibles and copays. The uninsured and underinsured 
patients now seek care in the most expensive settings, often after their condition 
has become more serious and complicated than it would have been if they had 
access to primary care; and  

WHEREAS: The federal match to the State of Alaska would be 100% for 2014-2016, then 
gradually transition to 90% by 2020 and beyond; and 

WHEREAS: This federal match is consistent with the federal match for other programs 
(roads at 9%; runways at 5%); and 

WHEREAS: The State has the option of Medicaid Expansion authorization contingent upon 
receiving a federal match rate of at least 90%; and 

WHEREAS: The State has the option of various Medicaid Expansion demonstration projects 
it may also consider 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the delegates to the 2013 Annual Convention of the 
Alaska Federation of Natives Inc., that  that the Alaska Federation of Natives 
urges the Governor and the Alaska Legislature to continue their efforts to 
conduct responsible, thorough analyses of potential models for implementing 
Medicaid expansion to determine their full potential impact on Alaska, including 
potential improvement to the health status of Alaskans who currently lack 
sufficient health coverage, enhanced support to businesses involved in the 
health care industry, the multiplier effect on Alaska’s economy, the potential 
ability to reduce or eliminate cross-subsidies for health care now provided to the 
uninsured and underinsured and financing models for Alaska 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska Federation of Natives urges the Governor and the 
Alaska State Legislature to adopt Medicaid expansion effective January 1, 2014 
so that so that Alaska residents can benefit from the services at the earliest 
opportunity. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall be the policy of AFN until it is withdrawn or 
modified by subsequent resolution. 

SUBMITTED BY:  COUNCIL FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF ALASKA NATIVES 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:     DO PASS 
CONVENTION ACTION: 









































































































________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: (907) 452-2185   www.investfairbanks.com                  Fax (907) 451-9534 
1-888-476-FEDC 

   330 Wendell Avenue, Suite E, Fairbanks, AK 99701 

April 3, 2015 

Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau AK 99801 

Dear Legislators, 

As the President/CEO of Fairbanks Economic Development Corporation (FEDC) I am writing you in 
support of HB 148 and SB 78.  Alaska, and particularly Alaskans, is in troubling economic times and all 
reasonable measures should and must be taken to assure our citizens’ continued economic and 
personal well-being.  Expansion of Medicaid can immediately extend access to health insurance for an 
estimated 42,000 low-income Alaskans.  Support of Medicaid Expansion not only provides a safety net 
to our most economically vulnerable Alaskans, it also provides Alaska with an estimated additional 
$1.1 billion in Federal Revenue. 

That additional Federal Revenue will create approximately 4,000 jobs and help reduce the State 
budget by $6 million.  Support of this legislation is a win for Alaskans and a win for Alaska.  On behalf 
of the FEDC staff and our Board of Directors, I am asking for your support for HB 148 and SB 78. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Jim Dodson 
President & CEO 
Fairbanks Economic  Development Corporation 











JEDC.org 

612 West Willoughby Ave. Suite A 

Juneau, AK 99801 

Phone 907‐523‐2300 

Fax 907‐463‐3929 

April 6, 2015 

The Honorable Governor Bill Walker 
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska  99801-1182 

Dear Governor Walker: 

The Juneau Economic Development Council Board of Directors strongly urges support 
for legislation to expand Medicaid in July 2015 for the benefit of Alaskans and the 
Alaska economy.  

Nearly 42,000 of our fellow Alaskans will be eligible for health coverage under Medicaid 
expansion. Expansion improves health outcomes by reducing the number of uninsured 
Alaskans by half, improving preventative and primary care access, and providing 
substance abuse treatment and mental health counseling. There are significant economic 
benefits associated with Medicaid expansion, which will bring more than $1 billion in 
new federal revenue to our state, 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion more in wages and salaries 
paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased economic activity over the first five 
years.  

We should view Medicaid expansion as an economic driver that will positively impact 
our state’s economy as we are faced with declining oil prices and the resulting budget 
challenges. According to data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, healthcare and social 
assistance jobs grew over 30% faster between December 2013 and December 2014 for 24 
states that implemented Affordable Care Act expansion on Jan. 1, 2014 than those that 
did not. Fitch Ratings says “…it could support a broader economic and tax base for state 
budgets and improve nonprofit hospital finances in those states.”  

In addition to new federal revenue, savings to the state budget have also been identified 
in the Department of Corrections, the Chronic & Acute Medical Assistance (CAMA) 
Program and behavioral health grants.  In FY2016, the state would realize $6.1 million in 
savings. Medicaid expansion is healthy for Alaskans and healthy for the state’s budget. 
We encourage the continued internal evaluation to identify other potential savings and 
offsets attributable to expansion and reform. 

Federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population 
through 2016 and will transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond. We support Governor 
Walker’s position that Alaska’s participation is contingent on the federal match 
remaining at 90%.   



                      JEDC.org 

612 West Willoughby Ave. Suite A 

Juneau, AK 99801 

Phone 907‐523‐2300 

Fax 907‐463‐3929 

 

Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid reform. We are 
pleased to hear that the Department of Health & Human Services has issued an RFP for 
technical assistance related to reform efforts. Though reform of the current Medicaid 
program should be of utmost importance, reform efforts should not delay health care 
coverage for those Alaskans who would be eligible for Medicaid under expansion. 
 
Juneau Economic Development Council Board of Directors recognizes the economic 
benefits associated with the Medicaid expansion in Alaska and thanks you for your 
efforts on behalf of Alaskans and our economy. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Brian Holst 
Executive Director 
Juneau Economic Development Council 
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Medicaid Expansion and Reform:  Impact on the Mat-Su 

The Mat-Su Health Foundation Board supports: 
 Using Medicaid expansion dollars as a catalyst to reform Medicaid to control costs and make the

program more sustainable.
 Designing Alaska’s Medicaid expansion as a path to self-sufficiency for individuals to ensure they enter

or remain in the workforce.
 Building an “opt out” provision into State statute if the federal government reneges on its obligations.
 Expanding Medicaid to cover more Mat-Su residents so they can access care in more cost-effective

ways to lead more productive lives.

The Mat-Su economy will benefit greatly from Medicaid expansion: 
 Medicaid expansion will bring $20 million in new federal revenue annually to Mat-Su.
 Medicaid expansion will lead to 72 new jobs and $1.3 million more in wages and salaries.

The health insurance coverage gap affects Mat-Su disproportionately: 
 20% Mat-Su residents do not have health insurance, as compared to 15% of Anchorage residents and

17% of people statewide.

Mat-Su residents are more likely to be uninsured if they: 
 Are white;
 Under the age of 45;
 Have a low income;
 Have not gone to college; and,
 Live in a rural part of the Borough.

Of Mat-Su residents eligible under expanded Medicaid: 
 About 2000 Mat-Su residents are employed
 About 1000 Mat-Su residents are “not in the workforce,” meaning they may be in school, raising a

family, or retired
 Approximately 250 Mat-Su residents are unable to work
 Around 1,400 Mat-Su residents are in the labor force looking for work or seasonally employed

As many as 4,800 Mat-Su residents will be eligible for basic health care coverage if Medicaid is expanded: 
 About 1,400 are between the ages of 55 and 64.
 About 1,100 age 45-54.
 About 500 age 35-44.
 About 1,500 age 19-34.

Both men and women fall in the coverage gap: 
 54% are men.
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 46% are women. 
 
Faces of the Uninsured in Mat-Su: 
 
John Doe:  He is one of our neighbors who works several part-time jobs, none of which offer health insurance. 
His wages are less than 138% of the Federal Poverty Level, so he does not qualify for a subsidy to purchase 
insurance at healthcare.gov but is still legally required to have it or pay the penalty. 
 
Jane Smith:  She is a senior citizen who is not yet old enough to qualify for Medicare and Social Security 
benefits.  She works at Mat-Su Senior Services, which does not provide health insurance.  Like John, her wages 
are too low to get help buying an affordable plan in the insurance marketplace.  
 
Jill Jones:  She is a Mat-Su College student who has a part time job who is eligible to be on her parents’ health 
insurance until age 26 – except that her parents have a small family construction business and they don’t have 
insurance either. 
 
Dave Green:  He has worked in construction for 20 years, mostly for small firms.  Last year, he fell off a roof 
and became critically injured.  He didn’t qualify for charity care at Mat-Su Regional because his income was 
too high the previous year.  Now, he’s try to get strong again so that he can work to pay back his hospital bill.  
With no current income, he does not qualify for a subsidy and cannot purchase insurance on the exchange. 
 
All of these individuals will face a penalty for not having health insurance, yet none can afford to buy it. When 
they have a health crisis, they will either leave it untreated, or, when it gets bad enough, visit an emergency 
room. There, the cost of treatment will be much higher than it would have been if problems could have been 
addressed before they reached the crisis stage. 
 
These stories can change with Medicaid expansion and reform. 

 4,800 Mat-Su residents will be eligible for basic health care coverage if Medicaid is expanded (40,000 
statewide). 

 

 

 

 

 

Sources: Mat-Su estimates for employment, age, and gender of potential new Medicaid enrollees were created using statewide data 
from the Evergreen Economic and the Department of Health and Social Services Healthy Alaska Plan and House Finance Budget 
Subcommittee FY2016 Division Overview report applied to the Mat-Su population.  Data about how many Mat-Su residents have 
insurance and the characteristics of the uninsured if from the Behavioral Health Surveillance System State of Alaska, Division of 
Public Health.  







A RESOLUTION URGING THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE TO EXPAND MEDICAID COVERAGE TO IMPROVE 
THE HEALTH OF ALASKANS AND TO IMPROVE THE ALASKAN ECONOMY 

WHEREAS, nearly 42,000 of our family members, friends and neighbors have the opportunity to gain health care 
coverage under expansion; and 

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will improve health outcomes by reducing the number of uninsured Alaskans by half, 
improving preventive and primary care access, providing substance abuse treatment and mental health counseling, and 
reducing the mortality rate; and 

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion brings over $1 billion in new federal revenue into Alaska over the first five years; and 

WHEREAS, studies project expansion will likely yield 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion more in wages and salaries paid to 
Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased economic activity throughout the state; and 

WHEREAS, with expansion the State would save $6.1 million in FY2016 by using federal funds to pay for health services 
currently paid for with state general funds; and, 

WHEREAS, federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population through 2016 and will 
transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond; and 

WHEREAS, the State’s continued participation is contingent upon maintaining the 90% match; and 

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will significantly reduce the burden of uncompensated care, which was over $90 million 
at non-tribal Alaska hospitals in 2013; and  

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid reform; and 

WHEREAS, leveraging the federal resources that come with expansion is the State’s biggest opportunity to finance 
reform efforts; and 

WHEREAS, the State has the option of various Medicaid expansion demonstration projects it may also consider as part of 
reform; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  NAMI JUNEAU, the local affiliate of the National Alliance on Mental Illness, 
endorses Medicaid expansion, recognizing we all have an interest in ensuring that Alaskans are as productive as possible 
so they can contribute to our communities and economy; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NAMI JUNEAU strongly urges the Alaska Legislature to expand Medicaid for the 
benefit of Alaskans and the Alaska economy to take effect in July 2015 and, though reform efforts should be of utmost 
importance, this work should not delay health care coverage for those Alaskans who would be eligible for Medicaid under 
expansion.   

Crystal Bourland, Executive Director 

Telephone: (907) 463-4251 Fax: (907) 500-9914 Email: namijuneau@gmail.com 

Address: 9000 Glacier Highway, Suite 201, Juneau, AK 99801-8032 

mailto:namijuneau@gmail.com





















































