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recognized professional and technical standards. as required by ESEA. and provides coherent and timely
information about student attainment of the State’s challenging academic standards. Alignment with State-
determined academic standards remains a central aspect of demonstrating the technical quality and content
validity of your State’s assessment system. A State must demonstrate that its assessments are aligned with
the full extent of its academic content standards. including higher-order thinking skills. This includes a
demonstration that a State’s assessment system includes items that focus on eritical and analytical thinking.

Once the ESSA takes effect in the 2017-2018 school year, section 11T1(h)2)(H) will permit LEASs to
administer “a nationally recognized high school academic assessment™ in licu of a State’s high school
assessment, but there are several statutory steps that must oceur prior to LEAs using such nationally
recognized assessments in high schools to ensure these assessments are high-quality and comparable to
existing Statewide assessments for high schooi students.

First, under the statute, States must establish technical criteria to evaluate the quality of nationally-
recognized high school assessments (Section 1T11(b)(2)(H)(ii)). States must then review any nationally-
recognized high school assessments selected by an LEA against these criteria, including evidence that they
are aligned to the State’s academic content standards, address the full depth and breadth of those standards.
and are equivalent (or more rigorous) in terms of content coverage, difficulty, and quality to the Statewide
high school academic assessments (Section 111 1(b)(2)(H)(v)(1)). Evidence must also be presented that any
nationally-recognized high school assessment produces valid, reliable, and comparable data on student
achievement compared to the Statewide assessments, consistent with the State’s achievement standards. and
that shows the nationally-recognized assessment meets other critical Title  requirements (Section
PHHBX2)HYv)D(LV)). Under the ESSA. LEAs will not be able to use nationally-recognized high school
assessments until (1) the State educational agency (SEA) reviews such assessments and approves their use,
as per Section 1 11 1(b)2)(H)(iii) of the ESSA, and (2) the State submits such assessments to ED for peer
review, as required by Section T Hb)2)(HuiinIb.

Finally, the ESSA does not offer [LEAs the option of using nationally recognized assessments in lieu of the
State assessments in grades 3-8. The ESSA requires States to administer the same statewide mathematics and
reading/language arts assessments to all students in grades 3-8.

Please let us know if you have any questions about any of the above or about any additional assessment
requirements in either the current version of the ESEA or the ESSA. We appreciate the work you are doing
to improve Alaska’s schools and provide a high-quality education for Alaska’s students. If you have any
questions, please contact Robyn Pettiford or Robert Salley of my staff at: OS5, Maskawod oo,

Sincerely, M ,
v c ,

Ann Whalen

Senior Advisor to the Secretary Delegated the Duties of
Assistant Secretary for Elementary and Secondary
Education









ESEA flexibility does not remove these requirements,

2. Do States have to administer the same general assessment to all students?

ESEA section [111(B)(3)(C)(1) requires State assessments to “be the same academic assessments
used to measure the achicvement of all children (emphasis added).” So, with certain limited
exceptions described below, the assessments an SEA develops must be the same for all students
in the State. An SEA may not assess only a sample of students, even if that sample is
representative of students in each LEA or the State as a whole. One reason for this is to help
ensure that all students in a State are held to the same high expectations, regardless of a student’s
race, ethnicity, sociocconomic status, or neighborhood.

One exception to the general requirement that a State’s assessment must be the same for all
students is the authority in the Title | regulations for an SEA to adopt alternate academic
achievement standards and alternate assessments aligned with those standards for students with
the most significant cognitive disabilities. See 34 C.F.R. §§ 200.1(d), 200.6(a)}(2)(ii}(B). These
standards and asscssments apply to a very smalf number of students with disabilities who, even
with the very best instruction, are not likely to meet the grade-level academic achievement
standards that apply to all students.

ESEA scction 1111(b)5) (20 U.S.C. § 6311(b)(5)) is another exception. It applies enlyina
State that provides evidence, satisfactory to the Secretary, that neither the SEA nor any other
State government entity has sufficient authority under State law to adopt standards and
assessments that would be applicable to all students enrolled in public schools in the State. In
this case, the SEA may meet the requirements of ESEA section 1111(b)(3) by adopting academic
standards and assessments on a statewide basis, and limiting their applicability to students served
under Title 1, or adopting and implementing policies that ensure the each Title ILEA in the State
adopts academic content and achievement standards and aligned asscssments that meet all of the

requirements in scction 1111(h)(3) and corresponding regulations and apply to all students in the
LEA. Currently, this exemption does not apply to any States.

ESEA section 1 111(b)(5) has no counterpart under ESEA flexibility; no SEA that has received
ESEA flexibility is prohibited under State taw from adopting a single statewide assessment
system that applies to all students in the State. In other words, each SEA that has received ESEA
flexibility has indicated it has authority under State law to adopt a single statewide assessment
system that applics to all students in the State.

3. What are the consequences if a State or district fails to adhere to the Ffdegul assessment
requirements? _— . ' A
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If an SEA Mwuh the assessment requirements in either ESE& or baEAﬂm{lbmty,
ED has a range of enforcement actions i(ﬁ\)i\ﬁ)lﬂke. These include sending a written-réquest to the

SEA that, it come into compliance, increasing monitoring, placing a condition on the SEA’s Title  _
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