From: Sen. Anna MacKinnon

To: Senate Finance Committee

Subject: FW: Protect our Students; Save the Alaska Performance Scholarship
Date: Wednesday, March 30, 2016 9:43:19 AM

Attachments: SB-208 AK Performance Scholarship.pdf

From: Michael Bekeris [mailto:mishab13@gmail.com]

Sent: Tuesday, March 29, 2016 7:05 PM

To: Sen. Click Bishop <Sen.Click.Bishop@akleg.gov>; Sen. John Coghill
<Sen.John.Coghill@akleg.gov>; Sen. Mia Costello <Sen.Mia.Costello@akleg.gov>; Sen. Mike
Dunleavy <Sen.Mike.Dunleavy @akleg.gov>; Sen. Dennis Egan <Sen.Dennis.Egan@akleg.gov>; Sen.
Johnny Ellis <Sen.Johnny.Ellis@akleg.gov>; Sen. Berta Gardner <Sen.Berta.Gardner@akleg.gov>;
Sen. Cathy Giessel <Sen.Cathy.Giessel@akleg.gov>; Sen. Lyman Hoffman
<Sen.Lyman.Hoffman@akleg.gov>; Sen. Charlie Huggins <Sen.Charlie.Huggins@akleg.gov>; Sen.
Pete Kelly <Sen.Pete.Kelly@akleg.gov>; Sen. Anna MacKinnon <Sen.Anna.MacKinnon@akleg.gov>;
Sen. Lesil McGuire <Sen.Lesil. McGuire@akleg.gov>; Sen. Kevin Meyer
<Sen.Kevin.Meyer@akleg.gov>; Sen. Peter Micciche <Sen.Peter.Micciche@akleg.gov>; Sen. Donny
Olson <Sen.Donny.Olson@akleg.gov>; Sen. Bert Stedman <Sen.Bert.Stedman@akleg.gov>; Sen.
Gary Stevens <Sen.Gary.Stevens@akleg.gov>; Sen. Bill Stoltze <Sen.Bill.Stoltze@akleg.gov>; Sen. Bill
Wielechowski <Sen.Bill.Wielechowski@akleg.gov>

Subject: Fwd: Protect our Students; Save the Alaska Performance Scholarship

Dear Alaska State Senators,

My name is Michael Bekeris and | am the Student-Body President of the Sitka High School
Student Council. As a representative of the students of Sitka High School, | am contacting
you today with urgent concern of Senate Bill 208, which is specifically titled "An Act
eliminating the Alaska education grant program and the Alaska performance scholarship
program.” For your own convenience, | have attached a copy of the bill in this email. Also, I
tend to assume that everyone understands what this scholarship entails, but if you need more
information you can visit the link here: APS.

Although I recognize that not every student that graduates from an Alaskan high school
attends an Alaskan college, a vast majority of students do move on to further their education
and careers in Alaska. However, with less funding from both federal and state sources,
colleges across the nation have become much more reliant on student tuition. For example,
see the graph I included below:

Public College Revenue from State Sources and Tuition, Fiscal Years
2003 through 2012


mailto:/O=LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=SEN. ANNA FAIRCLOUGHDDE
mailto:Finance.Committee@akleg.gov
http://acpe.alaska.gov/FINANCIAL_AID/Grants_Scholarships/Alaska_Performance_Scholarship
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SENATE BILL NO. 208
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
BY THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Introduced: 3/28/16
Referred: Finance

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
"An Act eliminating the Alaska education grant program and the Alaska performance

scholar ship program; and providing for an effective date.”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 14.42.030(e) is amended to read:
(e) The commission may
(1) adopt regulations under AS 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act)
to
(A) carry out the purposes of
(1) AS14.43.091 - 14.43.325, 14.43.510 - 14.43.750
[AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.849], 14.43.990, AS 14.44, and AS 14.48; and
(i) AS14.43.910 and 14.43.920 as they relate to the
purposes of AS14.43.091 - 14.43.325, 14.43.510 - 14.43.750
[AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.849], 14.43.990, AS 14.44, and AS 14.48;
(B) ensure compliance with the requirements imposed by state
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and federal statutes and regulations governing the guaranty, insurance,
purchase, or other dealings in eligible loans by federal agencies,
instrumentalities, or corporations; and
(C) establish standards for the
(1) administration of hearings conducted under
AS 14.43.153; and
(i) administrative enforcement of collection orders

under AS 14.43.151 - 14.43.155;

(2) delegate to the executive director of the commission or a
subcommittee of the commission any duty imposed on or power granted to the
commission by this chapter, AS 14.43, AS 14.44, or AS 14.48, except its power to
adopt regulations and its duty to consider appeals under AS 14.43.100(b) and
AS 14.48.120;

(3) establish task forces, committees, or subcommittees, not
necessarily consisting of commission members, to advise and assist the commission in
carrying out its functions;

(4) contract with or use existing ingtitutions of postsecondary
education or other individuals or organizations to make studies, conduct surveys,
submit recommendations, or otherwise contribute to the work of the commission;

(5) establish feesfor the review of an out-of-state institution that

(A) requests approval for participation in the programs under
AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.325, 14.43.510 - 14.43.750 [AS 14.43.091 - 14.43.750],
14.43.990, and AS 14.44; and

(B) is not accredited by a national or regional accreditation

association recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation;

(6) collect all fees and costs incurred in collection of the amount owed
on a loan or repayment obligation if the loan or repayment obligation becomes
delinquent or in default; in this paragraph, fees and costs include attorney fees, court
costs, and collection fees charged by a collection agency; and

(7) if approved by the department, receive and analyze performance
data for students in grades kindergarten through 12 and enter into contracts for the
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purpose of assessing education outcomes.
* Sec. 2. AS 14.43.810(a) is amended to read:

(@ The Alaska performance scholarship program is established to provide
scholarships for students who graduate from high school on_or before July 15,
2016, [GRADUATES] who are Alaska residents to attend a qualified postsecondary
institution in the state.

* Sec. 3. AS 14.43.820(a) is amended to read:
(@ Subject to appropriation, the commission shall award an Alaska

performance scholarship to an applicant who

(1) isaresident of the state as defined in AS 01.10.055;

(2) graduated or will graduate within six months from a high school in
the state;

(3) except as provided in (c) of this section, has completed a core
academic curriculum of high school level coursework that includes

(A) four years of mathematics, four years of language arts, four
years of science, and four years of socia studies, one year of which may
include a foreign language, an Alaska Native language, fine arts, or cultural
heritage; or

(B) three years of mathematics, four years of language arts,
three years of science, four years of social studies, and two years of a foreign
language or an Alaska Native language;

(4) has aminimum grade-point average in high school of 2.5 or higher;
the department shall set by regulation minimum regquirements based on a substantially
similar standard for districts that do not assign grades;

(5) has achieved a minimum score on a

(A) college entrance examination; or

(B) standardized examination designed to measure a student's
level of preparedness to make the transition to work, as selected by the
department; [AND]

(6) is enrolled in good standing in a course of study at a qualified
postsecondary institution in this state that is intended to result in the award of a
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certificate or degree,_and
(7) appliesto the commission on or before July 15, 2016.
* Sec. 4. AS 14.43.825(b) is amended to read:
(b) A student's eligibility for a scholarship terminates six years after the date

the student graduates from high school unless the student qualifies for an extension of
time allowed by the department by regulation. The department may not extend a
student's eligibility for a scholarship past July 15, 2022.
* Sec. 5. AS 14.45.130(a) is amended to read:
(@) A religious or other private school that elects to comply with AS 14.45.100

- 14.45.130 shall maintain permanent student records reflecting immunizations,
physical examinations, standardized testing, academic achievement, and courses taken
a the school [, AND LEVEL OF ELIGIBILITY FOR AN ALASKA
PERFORMANCE SCHOLARSHIP UNDER AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.849].
* Sec. 6. AS 37.14.750(a) is amended to read:
(& The Alaska higher education investment fund is established in the general
fund [FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAKING GRANTS AWARDED UNDER
AS 1443400 - 1443420 BY APPROPRIATION TO THE ACCOUNT
ESTABLISHED UNDER AS14.43.915(@ AND OF MAKING SCHOLARSHIP
PAYMENTS TO QUALIFIED POSTSECONDARY INSTITUTIONS FOR
STUDENTS UNDER AS14.43.810 - 14.43.849 BY APPROPRIATION TO THE
ACCOUNT ESTABLISHED UNDER AS 14.43.915(b)]. Money in the fund does not
lapse. The fund consists of
(1) money appropriated to the fund;
(2) income earned on investment of fund assets; and
(3) donationsto the fund [; AND
(4) MONEY REDEPOSITED UNDER AS 14.43.915(c)].
* Sec. 7. AS 14.03.113 isrepealed July 16, 2016.
* Sec. 8. AS14.43.400, 14.43.405, 14.43,406, 14.43.415, 14.43.420, 14.43.810, 14.43.820,

14.43.825, 14.43.830, 14.43.840, 14.43.849, 14.43.915; and AS37.14.750(c) are repealed
July 16, 2022.

* Sec. 9. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to
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read:

APPLICABILITY. The Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education may not
award an Alaska performance scholarship under AS 14.43.810 - 14.43.849 to a new applicant
who first applies for a scholarship after July 15, 2016.

* Sec. 10. The uncodified law of the State of Alaskais amended by adding a new section to
read:

TRANSITION: REGULATIONS. The Department of Education and Early
Development, the Department of Labor and Workforce Development, and the Alaska
Commission on Postsecondary Education may adopt regulations necessary to implement
changes made to their respective authorities by this Act. The regulations take effect under
AS44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act), but not before the effective date of the law being
implemented.

* Sec. 11. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to
read:

RETROACTIVITY. Sections 2 - 4 of this Act are retroactive to July 15, 2016.

* Sec. 12. Sections 1, 5, and 6 of this Act take effect July 16, 2022.
* Sec. 13. Except as provided in sec. 12 of this Act, this Act takes effect immediately under
AS 01.10.070(c).
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In fact, just a few months ago, the University of Alaska Board of Regents approved a 5%
tuition increase for all UA schools (see this link for more information: Alaska Dispatch News
- UA Tuition Hike). Because of the increasing costs of college, scholarships have become
mandatory for students that wish to graduate from college with minimal student debt. This
scholarship was initially created as an incentive for students to pursue an education and career
in Alaska, and removing this scholarship would be counterproductive to our economy as less
students would be incentivized to remain in Alaska, causing Alaska to have less taxpayers,
employees, and less State revenue.

While you may view the Alaska Performance Scholarship as $460 million dollars that may
temporarily relieve a portion of our current deficit, | see a bridge that allows Alaskan students
to pursue a higher education. Like many other students at Sitka High School, | remember
visiting the counseling office numerous times throughout my Junior and Senior year just so |
could ensure that | was taking all of the courses required to receive the Alaska Performance
Scholarship. Just like me, a vast majority of the students at Sitka High School base their entire
school curriculum around obtaining the Alaska Performance Scholarship, and to remove this
opportunity - this bridge - would be cruel.

Please do not let our current budget crisis put student achievement at risk; using this
scholarship is a non-renewable solution to a renewable problem. So, I please ask of you, keep
the Alaska Performance Scholarship so that future students - my friends and my peers - will
have the support needed to further their education and be successful in Alaska.

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me via the phone
number and email provided below! I understand that this is a lengthy email, but | appreciate
the time you have taken to read this.

With Genuine Hope,
Michael Bekeris

mishabl3@gmail.com


http://www.adn.com/article/20150220/university-alaska-board-regents-approves-tuition-hike
http://www.adn.com/article/20150220/university-alaska-board-regents-approves-tuition-hike
mailto:mishab13@gmail.com

(208)215-8204



