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Taneeka Hansen

From: Ang <taccdna@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, March 25, 2016 8:14 AM
To: House Health and Social Services
Subject: HB328 testimony 2/24/16

 
Good afternoon Chair Seaton. and members of the Health and Social Services committee. My name is Angela 
Carroll and I live in Wasilla. I am representing the Smoke Free Alternative Trade Association. 
 
More and more states are looking at Electronic Nicotine Delivery systems as a solution to a tobacco 
problem.  They are looking at the science behind this new technology that is saving lives and could ultimately 
save billions in health care cost and lost work time, per a scientific study released by State Budget Solutions in 
March of 2015.  
 
 These states are seeing that the opinions of interest groups that rely on the master settlement agreement for 
funding maybe be skewed in a deadly way. Those states are West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Iowa, Rhode Island 
among others. Science is showing us that there are no carcinogens, no chemicals, no heavy metals over and 
above what you would find in a non smoking home or business. And no danger to bystanders, there is no such 
thing as second hand vapor, contrary to what our opponents say. That statement is based on scientific fact per 
the 2009 study by Clear Stream Air Project.  
 
We have submitted several peer reviewed studies that prove this. Many governments around the world are 
embracing electronic nicotine delivery systems as a safer alternative to combustible cigarettes. For instance, 
Public Health England released a study that shows vaping is 95% safer when compared to combustible 
cigarettes. 
 
As Representatives of Alaska, YOU have a chance to show your people, those that you represent, that you care 
about their health. That you are in favor of Alaskans utilizing a safer alternative to combustible cigarettes by 
supporting vape shops.  
 
Those that work in vape shops, or those that enters a vape shop are there for a reason. They are there because 
the either want to break the addiction to combustible cigarettes or they want to continue their path to a safer 
alternative that does not include tobacco. These people make that choice to enter a vape shop to test flavors, to 
find devices that helps them maintain that safer alternative. Testing devices and eliquid is crucial to maintaining 
this lifestyle.            
                                                        
  This bill would force current vape shop owners to relocate to meet the Stand Alone requirements for tasting 
the vape products.  This one provision will force most vape shop owners out of business in Alaska eliminating 
the opportunity for adult Alaskans who currently smoke from discovering this alternative to combustable 
cigarettes.   
For these reasons, the members of SFATA are asking for vape language to be removed from this bill.  In the 
alternative SFATA is asking the the stand alone requirement be removed from this version of the bill so they 
can continue to operate these tasting rooms in their current locations.  No shop currently meets this requirement 
and it would be cost prohibitive from these Mom and Pop establishments to rent stand alone structures.  If it 
passes as is SFATA members would close up existing shops and this alternative to combustable cigarettes 
would be lost.  
 



2

I hope you can fix this legislation prior to moving this on to its next committee of referral. 
 
Thank you for your time today. 
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Taneeka Hansen

From: kaden smith <kaden.smith37@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2016 4:18 PM
To: House Health and Social Services
Subject: Opposing HB328

Every year thousands of kids are exposed to cigarettes, alcohol, and many diffrent things. Walking a child down 
the side of the street is more dangerous than a person vaping. There is no proven fact that vaping is harming the 
human body. Yes there are rumors, but there are rumors about everything. Getting rid of vape shops and vaping 
in public areas is ridiculous. This new thing comes out and helps people quit smoking and chewing. Then the 
state has to tackle it head first. People have been smoking cigarettes in public places, in their cars, and in their 
homes for year and years giving others second hand smoke cancer and flaring people's asthma up and causing 
them to have a hard time breathing. If a child grabbing a vape is a worry. How is it looked at if a child grabs a 
cigarette and tears it up or puts it in his/her mouth looking as if the child is smoking it. One might take a picture 
of that thinking it's funny or another might see it the way it is suppose be seen. It's still not as bad because we're 
use to it. So tell me why getting rid of the places us fellow vapers love is going to help anything.  That same 
little kid is going to be grabbing daddy's chew or mommy's cigarettes, he'll maybe even grandpas booze. We 
have hundreds of thousands of deaths do to drunk driving every year why doesn't a bill on shutting down bars 
and no drinking in a person home if kids are residents as well. Probably because many people like yourselves 
drink a beer everyonce and awhile or go out to a bar and have a little fun. Why be selfish and take away things 
from others when you get to keep the things you like.   
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Taneeka Hansen

From: Jayce Robertson <jaycerobertson@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2016 11:27 AM
To: House Health and Social Services
Subject: Opposition to HB 328

Members of the House Health & Social Services Committee, 
 
I am writing in opposition of the proposed HB 328, pertaining to the e‐cigarette language within the bill as it is written. I 
was a smoker for over 10 years, and through the use of e‐cigarettes I have been tobacco free for over 6 months. There is 
overwhelming evidence that vaping is substantially less harmful than tobacco. Additionally, I have seen countless people 
get off tobacco products through the use of e‐cigarettes.  
 
I respectfully ask that you amend this bill to remove all the language pertaining to the use, sales, location, consumption, 
and so forth related to e‐cigarettes.  Thank you for your time and attention regarding this important matter.  
 
Regards, 
 
Jayce Robertson  
Kenai, AK 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Taneeka Hansen

From: stormstorescore <stormstorescore@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2016 10:42 AM
To: House Health and Social Services
Subject: Opposing HB328

Hello my name is Ryder Storm, Im a resident of the kenai penisula and have been my entire life, and i am 
inquiring about the HB328 bill and how it will negativly impact not only me as an ex smoker but my comunity 
and local business as well. I am in agreement that vaping is by no means 'healthy' but the facts dont lie that it is 
less caustic and money saving then smoking tobacco. I am a first hand account as well as many others i can list 
who have completely quit smoking with the aid of the local vape industry and the idea of having a stand alone 
shop is completly preposterous. Examples of stores such as lucky raven, mavric saloon, and many other local 
establishments are tobacco friendly and customers are taking the liability and risk entering these places 
willingly exposing themselfs to secondhand smoke, witch is a choice.  the same can be said with the vape 
industry. The doors are not proped open to blast bystanders with clouds of vapor or lure them in. People come 
into vape shops for one thing. Vapes and vape accessories they are taking said acountability for their own 
health. There does not need to a bill needing stand alone buildings or air scrubbers since there are more harmful 
chemicals being produced out of the exhaust of a vehicle in autoshops, or the airsole darivatives in hair salon 
products, polutents in grocery stores, chemicals on fruit, the perfume isle in the local pharmacy. If anything 
vaping should be encouraged as an alternative to smoking overrall long term reducing medical and healthcare 
budget cost of the state opening it to other avenues of distribution of the commonwealth of the people and 
infrastructure of this state. Personal agenda and private funding over these types of bills are what cause a bigger 
problem then what needs to be drawn attention too. What about the crime rate or mental healtcare status of our 
residents? Transportation, comunication, economic development. That seems a little more important then 
peoples want to inhale their nicotine.  
Ryder storm  
 
 
 
Sent via the Samsung GALAXY S®4, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone 
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Taneeka Hansen

From: Steven Mapes <mapesvapes@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2016 10:05 AM
To: House Health and Social Services
Subject: opposition to HB328

Good morning. My name is Steven Mapes. I reside in Kenai. I am speaking in opposition of HB328 and on 
behalf of the hundreds of adults on the Kenai Peninsula who have made the choice to vape instead of smoke. 

I see adults writing testimonies for their children to read at these teleconferences and I feel that these actions 
subverts this process. I watch this happening at the kenai LIO every time I go down there.. 

  

An independent research document “Peering through the Mist” by Dr. Burstyn found the TLV’s were 
magnitudes below OSHA limits. 

The abstract on page 1 of “Peering through the Mist” states the results and conclusions of Dr. Burstyn’s 
research. 

  

An independent study, commissioned by Public Health England, found that e-cigarette use is around 95% less 
harmful than smoking and found none of the chemicals associated with serious diseases like lung 
cancer, emphysema and COPD. 
 

Adults choosing to vape instead of smoke look to unbiased/independent studies like these and hundreds of 
others to help them make informed decisions. 

  

Vaping has saved Alaskans who used to smoke, thousands of dollars and, because they are not painting their 
lungs with tar and filling their bloodstream with carbon monoxide, has had a tremendous positive impact on 
their lives.  

This bill as written would close down this job producing industry in Alaska. It would effectively regulate this 
healthier alternative out of existence. As written it will harm the health and well-being of the citizens of Alaska. 
The standalone language for vape shops and second hand vape goes against all of the science and research that 
is available to us today.  

Both of my parents died of lung cancer and it is ugly.. I made the choice to quit smoking and finally found 
vaping. 

I have been vaping for 4 years now and breath, exercise, and feel about a thousand times better 

Please remove the vape language  from this bill. 
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Thank you your time,, 
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Taneeka Hansen

From: Mark Slichter <evilsnipe@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2016 10:32 AM
To: House Health and Social Services
Subject: Opposing HB328

 
Good morning. My name is Mark Slichter. I reside in Soldotna. I am speaking in opposition of HB328 and on behalf of the 
hundreds of adults on the Kenai Peninsula who have made the choice to vape instead of smoke. 
An independent research document “Peering through the Mist” by Dr. Burstyn found the TLV’s were magnitudes below 
OSHA limits. 
The abstract on page 1 of “Peering through the Mist” states the results and conclusions of Dr. Burstyn’s research. 
 
 And an independent study, commissioned by Public Health England, found that e‐cigarette use is around 95% less 
harmful to health than smoking none of the chemicals in cigarettes associated with serious diseases like lung cancer, 
emphysema and COPD. 
 
Adults choosing to vape instead of smoke look to unbiased/independent studies like these and hundreds of others to 
help them make informed decisions. 
 
Vaping has saved Alaskans who used to smoke, thousands of dollars and, because they are not painting their lungs with 
tar and filling their bloodstream with carbon monoxide, has had a tremendous positive impact on their lives.  
This bill as written would close down this job producing industry in Alaska. It would effectively regulate this healthier 
alternative out of existence. As written it will harm the health and well‐being of the citizens of Alaska. The standalone 
language for vape shops and second hand vape goes against all of the science and research that is available to us today. 
 
I have been vaping for over 3 years now. It has helped my get off of cigarettes and chewing tobacco My mouth has 
healed, my tobacco cravings are gone, and I feel so much better. I can breath with ease now. I feel wonderful due to this 
change in life.  
 
"You may hear our opposition say otherwise but the truth, as provided by independent studies and real world evidence, 
is that vaping works to save lives.. 
Please don’t sentence folks that vape to a slow death by tobacco.. 
Please remove the vape language  from this bill. 
 
Mark Slichter 
Soldotna Alaska 
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Taneeka Hansen

From: Tamera Mapes <snowblond@msn.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2016 1:48 PM
To: House Health and Social Services
Subject: Opposition  HB328

Good morning. My name is Tamera Mapes. I reside in Kenai. I am speaking in opposition of HB328 and on behalf of the 
hundreds of adults on the Kenai Peninsula who have made the choice to vape instead of smoke. 
An independent research document “Peering through the Mist” by Dr. Burstyn found the TLV’s were magnitudes below 
OSHA limits. 
The abstract on page 1 of “Peering through the Mist” states the results and conclusions of Dr. Burstyn’s research. 
 
 And an independent study, commissioned by Public Health England, found that e‐cigarette use is around 95% less 
harmful to health than smoking none of the chemicals in cigarettes associated with serious diseases like lung cancer, 
emphysema and COPD. 
 
Adults choosing to vape instead of smoke look to unbiased/independent studies like these and hundreds of others to 
help them make informed decisions. 
 
Vaping has saved Alaskans who used to smoke, including myself ,thousands of dollars and, because they are not painting 
their lungs with tar and filling their bloodstream with carbon monoxide, has had a tremendous positive impact on their 
lives.  
This bill as written would close down this job producing industry in Alaska. It would effectively regulate this healthier 
alternative out of existence. As written it will harm the health and well‐being of the citizens of Alaska. The standalone 
language for vape shops and second hand vape goes against all of the science and research that is available to us today. 
My grandmother and mother I law Both died of lung cancer and it is ugly.. I made the choice to quit smoking and finally 
found vaping. 
I have been vaping for 2 years now and breath, exercise, and feel about a thousand times better "You may hear our 
opposition say otherwise but the truth, as provided by independent studies and real world evidence, is that vaping 
works to save lives.. 
Please remove the vape language  from this bill. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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