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Cuts to the Senior grants could be detrimental to our senior population which is only
increasing in Alaska. In rural areas such as Ketchikan, we struggle providing services to
seniors due to limited resources. The SDS department is cutting back on the amount of hours
and eligibility is becoming more hard to attain, creating hardships. Families are going without
services to help them with their loved ones. | believe that we are doing a disservice to our
senior population. We are all going to be in that boat one day and | would hope there are
services available for us. | believe that if there are other funding sources we can allocate those
resources to serve more seniors.

Thank you so much,

Britt Pope
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Proposed Senate Finance Committee Reductions to Senior Programs, FY2017

« Senior Benefits, Division of Public Assistance: Reduction of $5,137,900. Funding for the
top income level of Senior Benefit recipients who receive the lowest amount of assistance was eliminated in
the amount of $5,137,900 by the House and Senate Finance Committees. This reduction will affect 5,348
seniors who make $25,000 annually or less (175% FPL). The Senate proposed language to ensure that the two
lowest income levels of Senior Benefits recipients receive full benefits.

e Senior Grants, Senior Community Based Grants, Division of Senior and Disabilities

Services: Reduction of $225,000. The Senate Finance Committee restored $225,000 of the $450,000
reduction to Senior Community Based grants proposed by the House Finance Committee recognizing that the
decrement in Senior Benefits will increase demand for senior grant-funded services. Senior Community
Grant-Funded services include Nutrition, Transportation, and Support Services (home-delivered meals,
congregate meals, transportation, homemaker services); Adult Day; Family Caregiver Supports (training and
respite); Senior In-Home Services; Aging and Disabilities Resource Centers; and programs that serve people
with brain injury. The senior population is growing at an annual rate of 4 to 6%. Even with no reductions, the
amount of funding available per senior for services is already diminishing. Seniors who receive these services
are often food insecure, low-income, homebound, and need assistance with 2 or more activities of daily
living. Family caregivers depend on these grant-funded services for respite and support. Many seniors with
dementia do not qualify for levels of care for the waiver program. Senior grants are the lowest cost service
that enable seniors to stay in their homes and save the State money from higher cost health and institutional
care. (5600 average per senior grant compared to $20,100 for Personal Care Assistance, 31,300 for the
waiver, and $270,845 for nursing home care).

e Alaska Medicaid Adult Dental Program, Division of Public Health: Reduction of

$3,161,700. Medicaid Adult Dental is a Medicaid State Option program that is used by seniors who
income-qualify. Medicare does not cover the cost of most dental care for beneficiaries. Good nutrition is vital
for health and wellness across the life span and depends on oral health. Dental pain and missing/decaying
teeth can affect dietary choices for seniors that may impact overall health. Vulnerable seniors are at risk for
developing dental infections that have been associated with periodontal disease, diabetes, pneumonia, and
other chronic vascular disease. In SFY2015, 4,026 seniors age 60+ used Medicaid Adult Dental.

Other Proposed Reductions Affecting Vulnerable Alaskans

Personal Care Assistance: $9 million reduction. Personal care assistance (PCA) services provide services
for seniors and individuals with disabilities who need assistance with activities of daily living (such as eating, bathing,
dressing, transferring, and toileting) as well as instrumental activities of daily living (including shopping, cooking,
laundry, and light housework) to live in their own homes and communities. Vulnerable Alaskans who receive these
services are also low-income. Personal Care Assistance services are provided through two different models that
include “agency-based PCA” and “consumer-directed PCA.” In FY2015, PCA services served more than 4,000
vulnerable Alaskans in their communities. This proposed $9 million reduction could impact about 440 individuals
receiving PCA services based on the current costs of providing care.
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Alaska Affordable Heating Program, Division of Public Assistance: $9,174,300 reduction.
This reduction (proposed by the Governor and by the Legislature) eliminates the Alaska Affordable Heating Program
that provides heating assistance for households from 152% federal poverty level (FPL) to 221% FPL. The federal Low
Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP), which provides heating assistance for households up to 151%
FPL, will remain in place. In SFY2016, 815 households receiving heating assistance through the State’s program had
an elderly member, which is the majority of households served by this program.

Pioneer Homes, Division of Pioneer Homes: $741,100 reduction for the Pioneer Homes which
could result in the elimination of at least 11 positions ($721,000) in addition to a reduction in supplies and removal of
cable TV for the Juneau Pioneer Home ($21,100). A reduction in the number of staff could reduce the number of
residents who can be served.

General Relief, Division of Senior and Disabilities Services: $365,000 reduction for General
Relief services that provide a temporary funding source for assisted living home placement.

Compiled by the Alaska Commission on Aging
Senate Finance Health and Social Services, FY17 Operating Budget Closeout
March 4, 2016






