From: RACHAEL GERARD

To: Senate Finance Committee

Subject: letters in support of enanuag preschool program
Date: Monday, March 30, 2015 9:31:49 AM
Attachments: paxsonletter.docx

recommendation letters.docx

To whom it may concern,

I am a preschool teacher for the Enanuaq preschool program in Wasilla Alaska. MSBSD
Enanuaq Preschool Program is an academic center-based program that is for three and four
years olds. This program allows Alaska Native and American Indian children to transition
into the public school culture and prepares them for kindergarten reediness. It is very
important that this program be funded another year because it engraves the culture and
curriculum in Alaska Natives and American Indian students. There is no other program that
brings in family, culture and community. Please add funding to the preschool program
specifically the Enanuaq preschool program.

Ms. Gerard

Rachael Gerard
Enanuaqg Preschool Teacher

(907) 352-8357
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To Whom It May Concern:

Our family has been involved with the Enanuaq preschool program for the past three years.  This program implements the same school based curriculum that children will continue as they enter kindergarten.  Our oldest child attended Enanuaq preschool for two years, as she entered kindergarten she was prepared for the academic and social requirements.   We currently have a child attending Enanuaq preschool for the younger 3-4 year old children.  We all have been excited about his most current accomplishment of beginning to write his own name.  This program instills a sense of community and pride with frequent family night gatherings and participation from high school students.  I am hopeful that this program will continue, providing numerous benefits to future students.

Thank you for your consideration,

The Wright Family






Dear Ms. Gerard and Ms. Thiele, 



Thank you so much for all your hard work with Zayden's preschool class. Zayden has absolutely enjoyed this year so far and looks forward to going to school everyday.  The Enanuaq program has far exceeded my expectation and has helped not only Zayden prepare for kindergarten but also myself.  There's is no way that we would have made it in a full time kindergarten class without this opportunity. I am so excited that he's been able to learn about his culture and expand his knowledge.  He has been able to learn so much from you both in just a short period of time.  I truly hope that this program is available when Alyeska is ready for school and I will recommended it to all my family and friends. 



Thank you again!!



Sherenna Hansen

































Dear grant committee,

I'm writing to say thank you for providing this grant for Enanuaq Preschool.  Not only has this experience infused our culture but also my daughter's enthusiasm for learning.  It has prepared both of us for her next step, kindergarten.  We would not be as confident and prepared if it wasn't for this wonderful program you provide funding.  I know that her experience at Enanuaq Preschool has and will prove to be the apart of her educational foundation.  Again I thank you so much for everything you have done.  Your investment in the Alaskan Native community through education will produce success.
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Mrs. Buster




