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Resolution in Support of Medicaid Expansion

by Anchorage Human and Social Services Executive Directors
February, 2015

Whereas, the health and wellness of Alaskans is a Constitutional priority and is vital to each individual,
family, community and our entire State;

Whereas, Alaskans have identified 25 Leading Health Priorities providing a science-based framework to
guide efforts toward improving health and ensuring health equity for all Alaskans which includes access
to health care;

Whereas, an estimated 40,000 of the most vulnerable Alaskans are uninsured and potentially eligible for
Medicaid (Source: Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium. Healthier Alaskans Create a Healthier State
Economy. Anchorage, AK, 2013.);

Whereas, the State of Alaska budget deficit, due to significantly lower oil prices and declining oil
production, calls for all Alaskans to work together to achieve consensus on priorities, long term financial
sustainability, program performance and leveraging revenue sources;

Whereas, routine preventive care contributes to life time good health; early treatment of iliness and
injury make it more likely for an individual to regain their health; and, treatment in an Emergency Room
is most expensive;

Whereas, access to primary care and medication is particularly significant for individuals with chronic
disease such as cancer, diabetes and cardiovascular disease; and Medicaid patients are 15% more likely
to be tested than uninsured. Medicaid beneficiaries with heart disease are twice as likely to take their
medication appropriately, compared to those who are uninsured, and are also more likely to have their
blood pressure controlled and to have been checked for high cholesterol compared to the uninsured.
[Cancer Action Network, American Diabetes Association, American Heart Association, American Stroke
Association, Medicaid: An Important Source of Health Care Coverage for Patients with Chronic Disease.];

Whereas, lack of health insurance contributes to family stress and financial instability including 154,900
Alaskans served annually by the Food Bank of Alaska network of over 300 partners:

e 56% making choices between medications/meals

e 26% of households report at least one member with diabetes

o 47% of households report at least one member with high blood pressure

e 34% have no health insurance of any kind, including Medicaid

e 56% of households report having unpaid medical bills

e 53% of clients served have incomes that are at or below the federal poverty level (515,510 or less
for household of two)

e 27% have incomes between $1-510,000 annually; 29% have incomes of $10,001-$20,000 annually



Whereas, good health and wellness are supporting factors in children staying and succeeding in school;
adults getting and keeping a job; and, in healthy, competitive communities;

Whereas, the State of Alaska has an opportunity now to develop an Alaska Medicaid Expansion Program
which meets the needs of vulnerable Alaskans, communities and Alaska as well as being an effective
component of the Alaska health care system and is funded by the Federal government at least at 90%
and has the potential to provide additional offsets to program expansion administration;

Whereas, Medicaid Expansion would provide a revenue stream covering a portion of the health care
costs of vulnerable Alaskans and in doing so support financial stability and organization sustainability of
the Alaska health safety net: community health centers, community mental health centers, tribal clinics,
rural hospitals, urban hospitals;

Whereas, in FY2014, as partners in caring for vulnerable Alaskans, coalition members contributed
directly to customer health or provided supports to increase the likelihood of short term and lifelong
health and wellness. We

e provided 18,805 customers health care services 26,529 customers health screenings; 68,841
customers health education; $17,690,505 donated logistical or financial assistance; 14,848 with
a patient centered medical home; and, 31,793 or 84% of customers surveyed
demonstrated/reported healthy behaviors and 8,073 or 84% met the terms of their health
treatment plan; and,

e Served 994,312 meals/snacks/ box lunches; sheltered 17,103 homeless individuals/families;
provided 24,695 households prevention services and/or income boosts; distributed 540,037
pounds of food; and 1,484 or 64% of participating customers demonstrating improved coping
skills, better ability to return to daily life, ability to return to work and/or home after completing
crime or violence prevention and/or stabilization programs and 1,532 or 70% of participating
customers had increased self-sufficiency levels after exiting a program operating in the
community; and,

e 1,037 children 0-5 screenings; 1,684 children provided with quality care and education services;
109,165 free books distributed to children 0-5; and, 2,167 or 89% of participating
parents/families had increased knowledge of parenting and child development

e 20,948 of youth participating in activities that promote youth development; 196 or 67%
participating youth decreasing substance use; 6,000 or 69% youth more engaged with
education, learning and school; and, 10,860 or 74% youth with conflict resolution skills
(Note: the information above is a sample based on data provided is based on annual reporting by
partner agencies to United Way of Anchorage.); and,

e We, our partners, business people, teachers, students and parents have been working together
to increase the Anchorage School District graduation to 90% by the year 2020, and have
together increased graduation rates from 59% in 2005 to 74% in 2014 which contributes as a
positive determinant in lifelong health.



Therefore, we the undersigned non-profits support the following Medicaid Expansion strategies:

e Approve Medicaid Expansion
e Fix and clear backlogs for
o the State of Alaska Medicaid eligibility determination system, Alaska's Resource for
Integrated Eligibility Services (ARIES), and;
o the payment system, Medicaid Management Information System (MMIS) prior to
Medicaid Expansion

o Accept federal money for Medicaid Expansion
o Approve supplemental funding for Medicaid Expansion administration

And;

Commit to being partners in this effort by continuing to care for vulnerable Alaskans and by working
with the Governor, State of Alaska Legislature, the State of Alaska Department of Health and Social
Services, the business community and other stakeholders to develop a sustainable Alaska Medicaid
Expansion Program.

Hilary A. Morgan, Co-Chair

CEO, YWCA Alaska




Signatories

Abused Women’s Aid in Crisis, Inc. (AWAIC)

AK Child & Family

Alaska Injury Prevention Center

Alison Kear, Chief Executive Officer, Covenant House Alaska

American Diabetes Association

Anchorage Neighborhood Health Center

Anchorage Youth Development Coalition (AYDC)

Barbara Dubovich, Chief Executive Officer, Camp Fire USA Alaska Council
CCS Early Learning

Food Bank of Alaska

Jerry A. Jenkins, Chief Executive Officer, Anchorage Community Mental Health Services (and Fairbanks
Community Mental Health Services)

Lisa Aquino, Executive Director, Catholic Social Services
Francine Harbor, NAMI

Nine Star Education and Employment Services

Pauline P. Smith, Executive Director, Alaska Literacy Program
RurAL CAP

Stephanie Berglund, CEO, thread

Volunteers of America Alaska

YWCA Alaska
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February 24, 2015

Governor Bill Walker

Alaska State Capitol Building
P.O. Box 110001

Juneau, AK 99811-0001

Dear Governor Walker:

Bristol Bay Native Corporation (BBNC) supports Medicaid expansion. Medicaid
expansion is critical to improving access to health care for thousands of Alaskans.
Expansion will also bring the state close to a billion dollars in new federal spending
over the short-term and will support programmatic reforms that will save the state
additional Medicaid dollars over the long-term. Accordingly, BBNC encourages you to
expand the Medicaid program.

Studies suggest that expanding Medicaid will greatly reduce the number of uninsured
Alaskans and will save lives - by some estimates 30 lives a year. Without insurance
many individuals are forced to ignore health issues until they become unbearable and
they are forced to seek care in an emergency room. Medicaid expansion will allow
these individuals to seek medical attention much earlier and in a primary care setting.

Expansion will also increase the level of substance abuse treatment and care available
to many Alaskans. A disproportionate number of Alaska Natives are incarcerated for
offenses that are more often than not either directly or indirectly related to alcohol and
substance abuse. While incarcerated individuals can often receive substance abuse
treatment while they are in state custody, there is no continuing treatment available
once these individuals are released. Medicaid expansion will increase the amount of
drug and alcohol counseling available outside of incarceration and should reduce
recidivism rates. This is of critical importance to rural Alaska.

Medicaid expansion also makes sense from a finance perspective. In 2011, Alaska
hospitals provided 90 million dollars in uncompensated emergency room care. These
are costs that the state’s health care system had to absorb and spread to other patients
(and their insurers) through higher health care rates. Other states that have expanded
Medicaid have seen their uncompensated hospital costs fall by as much as 30%.
Should Alaska hospitals see a similar reduction in uninsured costs, more than 10 million
dollars per year in uninsured costs could be avoided.

111 West 16th Avenue, Suite 400 Anchorage, AK 99501 T 907.278.3602 F 907.276.3924



Alaska currently faces numerous social and fiscal challenges. Medicaid expansion offers
a rare opportunity to address one of the social challenges while also bringing new
federal funding to the state. From this perspective, the decision to expand the state’s
Medicaid program should be any easy one. We encourage your administration to work
with the legislature to get this important task completed. Alaska and Alaskans stand to
benefit greatly.

Regards,

Jaspn Metrokin
Président & CEO

BBNC Letter re Medicaid Expansion 2
February 24, 2015
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3-9-15

Office of the Governor
P.O. Box 110001
Juneau, AK 99811-0001

Dear Governor Walker,

Catholic Social Services supports efforts to expand Medicaid in July 2015 for the
benefit of Alaskans, in particular for the vulnerable Alaskans who we serve.

Nearly 42,000 of our fellow Alaskans will be eligible for health coverage under
Medicaid expansion. Expansion improves health outcomes by reducing the
number of uninsured Alaskans by half, improving preventative and primary care
access, and providing substance abuse treatment and mental health counseling.

There are significant economic benefits associated with Medicaid expansion,
which is expected to bring more than 51 billion in new federal revenue to our
state, 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion more in wages and salaries paid to Alaskans,
and $2.49 billion in increased economic activity over the first five years.

Federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population

- through 2016 and will transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond. Medicaid expansion

will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid reform.
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration on this issue. The mission of
Catholic Social Services is to compassionately serve the poor and those in need;

strengthen individuals and families; and advocate for social justice. We believe
our support of Medicaid expansion speaks to every element of our mission.

Since rely,

“::2;», /}J@M "’x{}f S

Lisa D.H. Aguino, MHS
Executive Director




LEADER in All We Do

March 6, 2015

Office of the Governor
P.0.Box 110001
Juneau, AK99811-0001

Dear Governor Walker,

This letter is written on behalf of Doyon, Limited as a statement of support for your
efforts to expand Medicaid for the benefit of Alaskans and the Alaska economy.

Doyon’s mission is to continually enhance its position as a financially strong Native
corporation in order to promote the economic and social well-being of its shareholders and
future shareholders, to strengthen its Native way of life, and to protect and enhance its land
and resources.

Through Medicaid Expansion, over 40,000 of our fellow Alaskans will be eligible for
health coverage. This improves health outcomes by reducing the number of uninsured,
improves preventative and primary care access, and provides substance abuse treatment
and mental health counseling.

Medicaid expansion also provides significant associated economic benefits,
including but not limited to more than $1 billion in new federal revenue to our state, 4,000
new jobs, $1.2 billion more in wages and salaries paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in
increased economic activity over the first five years.

Doyon, Limited endorses Medicaid expansion, recognizing we all have an interest in
ensuring that Alaskans are as productive as possible so they can contribute to our
communities and economy. Again, thank you for the work you are doing on behalf of all
Alaskans. If you have any questions regarding this letter, please do not hesitate to contact
me at (907) 459-2000.

Sincerely,

PSSR

Aaron M. Schutt
President and CEO

I Doyon Place, Suite 300 | Fairbanks, Aleske 99701-2941 | (907) 459-2000 WWW.DOYON.COM



Juneau Tlingit & Haida Community Council

P.O. Box 020770, Juneau, Alaska 99802
Physically located at: 3235 Hospital Drive, Juneau, AK 99801

A T & H Community of the Central Council of Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska

Resolution 02-2015

A RESOLUTION URGING THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE TO EXPAND MEDICAID
COVERAGE TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH OF ALASKANS AND TO IMPROVE THE
ALASKAN ECONOMY

WHEREAS, Central Council Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (Central
Council) is a federally recognized tribe of more than 28,000 tribal citizens; and

WHEREAS, the Juneau Tlingit & Haida Community Council (JTHCC) is a
federally recognized tribal political subdivision and subordinate entity of Central
Council Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska. The JTHCC tribal member
enrollment as of January 2015 is 6,746;

WHEREAS, nearly 42,000 of our family members, friends and neighbors have
the opportunity to gain health care coverage under expansion; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will improve health outcomes by reducing the
number of uninsured Alaskans by half, improving preventive and primary care
access, providing substance abuse treatment and mental health counseling, and
reducing the mortality rate; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion brings over $1 billion in new federal revenue
into Alaska over the first five years; and

WHEREAS, studies project expansion will likely yield 4,000 new jobs, $1.2
billion more in wages and salaries paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased
economic activity throughout the state; and

WHEREAS, with expansion the State would save $6.1 million in FY2016 by
using federal funds to pay for health services currently paid for with state general
funds; and,

WHEREAS, federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the

expansion population through 2016 and will transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond;
and

WHEREAS, the State’s continued participation is contingent upon maintaining
the 90% match; and

JTHCC Resolution 02-2015 Page1l



WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will significantly reduce the burden of
uncompensated care, which was over $90 million at non-tribal Alaska hospitals in
2013; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful
Medicaid reform; and

WHEREAS, leveraging the federal resources that come with expansion is the
State’s biggest opportunity to finance reform efforts; and

WHEREAS, the State has the option of various Medicaid expansion
demonstration projects it may also consider as part of reform; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid reform and expansion will provide for underserved tribal
members: children in need of aid, pregnancies and birthing, people in prisons,
mentally ill persons and veterans; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Juneau Tlingit & Haida Community
Council endorses Medicaid expansion, recognizing we all have an interest in ensuring
that Alaskans are as productive as possible so they can contribute to our
communities and economy; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Juneau Tlingit & Haida Community Council
strongly urges the Alaska Legislature to expand Medicaid for the benefit of Alaskans
and the Alaska economy to take effect in July 2015 and, though reform efforts should
be of utmost importance, this work should not delay health care coverage for those
Alaskans who would be eligible for Medicaid under expansion.

Passed and approved this __12th___ day of March 2015, at Juneau, Alaska.
__X_ _APPROVED DISAPPROVED TABLED

_26___AYES NAYS _ 19_ ABSENT
CERTIFY

Qudi E[a{l =

ﬁ ATT;%T JTHCC President Janice L Hotch
F
ra ‘/Q i

JTHCC Secretary Loesy(adinger

JTHCC Resolution 02-2015 Page 2
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Congregation Sukkat Shalom “Shelter (f Peace”

A RESOLUTION URGING THE ALASKA LEGISATURE TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH AND WELL BEING
OF ALASKANS, ALLOWING THEM BENEFITS SHARED BY OUR MEMBERSHIP AND THE
MEMBERSHIP OF THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE BY EXPANDING MEDICAID

WHEREAS the Jewish virtue of “tikkun olam”, repairing our world, calls upon us to fix the
injustice of inequality and suffering; and

WHEREAS, the Jewish tradition of “tzedakah”, giving to others less fortunate, is not considered
charity but “the right thing to do”; and

WHEREAS, the majority of the membership of our congregation and the entire membership of
our State Legislature are blessed with the benefit of insurance coverage so that we have access
to preventive and healing health care for our families and our children; and

WHEREAS, we have knowledge that tens of thousands of Alaskans do not share our same
access to health care; and

WHEREAS, nearly 42,000 other Alaskans would have the opportunity to gain health care
coverage under Medicaid expansion; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will improve health outcomes by reducing the numbers of
uninsured Alaskans by half, improving preventive and primary care access, providing substance
abuse treatment and mental health counseling, and reducing the mortality rate; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion would help Alaska economically by bringing in over $1 billion in
new federal revenue over the first five years; and

WHEREAS, the State would save $6.1 million in 2016 by using federal funds to pay for health
services currently paid for with state general funds; and

WHEREAS, federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population
through 2016 and will transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, as an act of “tikkun olam”, healing the world, Congregation Sukkat
Shalom urges Medicaid expansion in Alaska and deems it imperative that the Alaska Legislature
expands Medicaid to take effect in July, 2015.

3/16/15

21 Cordova St. XX PO Box 22071 XX Juneau, SIX 99802



Introduced by: Smith, Mayor

Date: 02/05/13
Action: Adopted
Vote: 8 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent

KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH
RESOLUTION 2013-014

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE STATE OF ALASKA ADMINISTRATION AND
ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE FULLY CONSIDER THE BENEFITS TO THE
RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES OF THE KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH WHEN
CONSIDERING THE EXPANSION OF MEDICAID UNDER THE AFFORDABLE

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

CARE ACT

the Affordable Care Act provides for expansion of Medicaid benefits by
increasing the eligibility income level; and

significant numbers of Kenai Peninsula Borough residents would become newly
eligible for benefits if the State opted to agree to the Medicaid expansion; and

the increase in eligible beneficiaries would provide increased care and improved
health for many borough residents; and

borough hospitals would see an increase in reimbursed care and a decrease in
charity care; and

other health care providers would see a similar benefit; and

the increase in Medicaid funding would provide better heath for our residents and
an economic boost to the borough; and

a preliminary evaluation by Northern Economics predicts for each $1 in State
funding related to Medicaid expansion, $15.5 in new federal funds will be
generated; and

the evaluation also finds a net reduction of State costs because increased Medicaid
eligibility will displace other costs borne by the State;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KENAI
PENINSULA BOROUGH:

SECTION 1.

That the Kenai Peninsula Borough Assembly requests the State of Alaska
Administration and the State Legislature to weigh heavily the great benefits that
would accrue to the residents of the borough and to the borough economy while
deciding whether to expand our Medicaid program.

Kenai Peninsula Borough, Alaska Resolution 2013-014

Page 1 of 2



SECTION 2. That copies of this Resolution be provided to Governor Sean Parnell and all
members of the Legislature representing the Kenai Peninsula Borough.

SECTION 3. That this resolution takes effect immediately upon its adoption.
ADOPTED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH THIS 5TH

DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2013.
S M &

Linda Murphy, AssemBly Preé|dent

ATTEST: . Qi W,
A e
‘ .{§T \:? to"E:‘E:\o, 5¢ e J’:‘;’.
7 T S8 ¥ %
g4y Y92
Johyt Blankenship, MMC, Borough Clerk ¢ S i ioE
= 5, s O =
= '., ,,4’ o &
- ‘\.
o ‘? °¢au.w‘
'%; f&g ?@_\Q‘
g
Yes: Haggerty, Johnson, McClure, Pierce, Smith, Tauriainen, Wolf, Murphy
No: None
Absent: Smalley
Resolution 2013-014 Kenai Peninsula Borough, Alaska
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NEA-A1LASKA

Affiliated with the National Education Associntion

March 16, 2015

Honorable Bill Walker
Governor, State of Alaska
PO Box 110001

Juneau, AK 99511-0001

Dear Governor Walker,

On behalf of Alaska’s 13,000 education support professionals and teachers, in order to improve the
health, safety, and well-being of our 130,000 public school students, [ am writing to affirm NEA-Alaska’s
support of Medicaid expansion in Alaska.

Some may not see Medicaid expansion as an education issue. As someone who taught in our schools for
over 30 years with some of Anchorage’s most at-risk students, including at Clark Middle School and the
McLaughlin Youth Center, I can tell you that the lack of access to quality, affordable healthcare in our
communities directly impacts too many Alaskan children. When 1 taught at Clark and McLaughlin, I went
to work every day to help as many of my students as possible to succeed and turn their lives around. [
wish [ could tell you that all of them did, but that is not the world we live in.

In 2014, NEA-Alaska partnered with the Anchorage Chamber of Commerce, Alaska PTA, United Way of
Anchorage, Citizens for the Educational Advancement of Alaska’s Children, and a number of other
partners to commission a statewide study by Northern Economics on the social and environmental issues
that are impacting student learning and achievement in Alaska. The results were clear: parents and
teachers alike found that student learning was severely impacted by a number of issues outside the
classroom, such as poverty, drug and alcohol abuse, and domestic violence. These issues leave children
without safe and supportive home environments, which can lead to chronic absence, a lack of academic
preparation, and low levels of student achievement.

Too many of my students had the deck stacked against them by these social and economic factors. Would
Medicaid expansion solve all these issues? No, but it would surely help some of our most disadvantaged
students. Medicaid expansion is no silver bullet, but it would reduce the number of uninsured Alaskans by
half — extending health coverage to more than 40,000 low-income Alaskans. Many of these new enrollees
will not have dependent children (some will, but many low-income children are already covered by
Medicaid and Denali KidCare), but expanding health coverage in low-income communities and
neighborhoods will improve the quality of life for all the children who live in them.

By most estimates, Medicaid expansion will bring $1.1 billion in new federal revenue into Alaska. It will
create 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion more in wages and salaries, and $2.49 billion in increased economic
activity across Alaska. In addition, Medicaid expansion will create millions in cost savings for the state of
Alaska at a time when we are searching for ways to close a projected $3.5 billion budget deficit.

ANCHORAGE OFFICE » 4100 Spenard Road ¢ Anchorage, Alaska 99517 » {907 2740536 « FAX: (907) 274.0551
JUNEAU OFFICE = 201 Main Streer, Suite 300 = Juncau, Alaska 99801 » (907 586-3090 » FAX: (907 586-2744
FAIRBANKS OFFICE » 2118 S. Cushman Strect ¢ Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 » (907 4564435 ¢ FAX: (907 456-2159
R B



Honorable Bill Walker
March 16, 2015
Page 2

As educators, we are deeply committed to the success of every one of our students. Medicaid expansion
will be good for the state, it will be good for the economy, but for us this issue comes down to one simple
statement: Medicaid expansion will be good for our students.

Thank you for taking action on one of the most important public policy issues that will affect Alaska’s
students this legislative session.

Sincerely,
i y
@v\' / ,{,&LU\—/ '

Ron Fuhrer
President

cc: Alaska Legislature



Nondalton Tribal Council
P.O. Box 49
Nondalton, A.K. 99640
Ph. (907) 294-2257
Fax (907) 294-2271
nondaltontribe@yahoo.com

Resolution N2 -OS-\ < - l

TITLE: A RESOLUTION URGING THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE TO
EXPAND MEDICAID COVERAGE TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH OF
ALASKANS AND TO IMPROVE THE ALASKAN ECONOMY.

WHEREAS, nearly 42,000 of our family members, friends and neighbors have the
opportunity to gain health care coverage under expansion; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will improve health outcomes by reducing the
number of uninsured Alaskans by half, improving preventive and primary
care access, providing substance abuse treatment and mental health
counseling, and reducing the mortality rate; and

WHERFEAS, Medicaid expansion brings over $1 billion in new federal revenue into
Alaska over the first five years; and

WHEREAS, studies project expansion will likely yield 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion
more in wages and salaries paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in
increased economic activity throughout the state; and

WHEREAS, with expansion the State would save $6.1 million in FY2016 by using
federal funds to pay for health services currently paid for with state
general funds; and,

WHEREAS, federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion
population through 2016 and will transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond;
and

WHEREAS, the State’s continued participation is contingent upon maintaining the 90%
match; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will significantly reduce the burden of
uncompensated care, which was over $90 million at non-tribal Alaska
hospitals in 2013; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid
reform; and




WHEREAS, leveraging the federal resources that come with expansion is the State’s
biggest opportunity to finance reform efforts; and

WHEREAS, the State has the option of various Medicaid expansion demonstration
projects it may also consider as part of reform; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, Nondalton Tribal Council endorses
Medicaid expansion, recognizing we all have an interest in ensuring that Alaskans are as
productive as possible so they can contribute to our communities and economy; and

BE, IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Nondalton Tribal Council strongly urges the
Alaska Legislature to expand Medicaid for the benefit of Alaskans and the Alaska
economy to take effect in July 2015 and, though reform efforts should be of utmost
importance, this work should not delay health care coverage for those Alaskans who
would be eligible for Medicaid under expansion.

CERTIFICATION
This is to certify that the foregoing resolution was adopted by the Nondalton Tribal
Council at a duly called regular meeting of the Nondalton Tribal Council and was

adopted by a vote of ] for,and __ O againstwith (O abstention (D
absent, this | SY day of _(\au s , 2015.

) s £ h 'Wm“jrqé‘waﬁm
William Evanoﬁs. Kristy Jeffries, 7

President Secretary




Nondalton Tribal Council
P.O. Box 49
Nondalton, A.K. 99640
Ph. (907) 294-2257
Fax (907) 294-2271
nondaltontribe@yahoo.com

March 3, 2015

The Honorable Lisa Murkowski
State Senate

Alaska State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Murkowski,

Nondalton Tribal Council strongly urges the Alaska Legislature to expand Medicaid in
July 2015 for the benefit of Alaskans and the Alaska economy.

Nearly 42,000 of our fellow Alaskans will be eligible for health coverage under Medicaid
expansion. Expansion improves health outcomes by reducing the number of uninsured
Alaskans by half, improving preventative and primary care access, and providing
substance abuse treatment and mental health counseling.

There are significant economic benefits associated with Medicaid expansion, which will
bring more than $1 billion in new federal revenue to our state, 4,000 new jobs, $1.2
billion more in wages and salaries paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased
economic activity over the first five years. We should view Medicaid expansion as an
economic driver that will positively impact our state’s economy as we are faced with
declining oil prices and the resulting budget challenges.

In addition to new federal revenue, savings to the state budget have also been identified
in the Department of Corrections, the Chronic & Acute Medical Assistance (CAMA)
Program and behavioral health grants. In FY2016, the state would realize $6.1 million in
savings. Medicaid expansion is healthy for Alaskans and healthy for the state’s budget.
We encourage the continued internal evaluation to identify other potential savings and
offsets attributable to expansion and reform.

Federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population
through 2016 and will transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond. We support Governor
Walker’s position that Alaska’s participation is contingent on the federal match
remaining at 90%.

Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid reform. We are
pleased to hear that the Department of Health & Human Services has issued an RFP for
technical assistance related to reform efforts. Though reform of the current Medicaid




program should be of utmost importance, reform efforts should not delay health care
coverage for those Alaskans who would be eligible for Medicaid under expansion.

Nondalton Tribal Council endorses Medicaid expansion, recognizing we all have an

interest in ensuring that Alaskans are as productive as possible so they can contribute to
our communities and economy.

Sincerely,
William Evanoff,
President
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RESOLUTION 2015-10

A RESOLUTION OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF SITKA
URGING THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE TO EXPAND MEDICAID COVERAGE TO
IMPROVE THE HEALTH OF ALASKANS AND TO IMPROVE
THE ALASKAN ECONOMY,

WHEREAS, nearly 42,000 of our family members, friends and neighbors have the opportunity to
gain health care coverage under expansion; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will improve health outcomes by reducing the number of
uninsured Alaskans by half, improving preventive and primary care access, providing substance
abuse treatment and mental health counseling, and reducing the mortality rate; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion brings over $1 billion in new federal revenue into Alaska over
the first five years; and

WHEREAS, studies project expansion will likely yield 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion more in
wages and salaries paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased economic activity throughout
the state; and

WHEREAS, with expansion the State would save $6.1 million in FY2016 by using federal funds
to pay for health services currently paid for with state general funds; and,

. WHEREAS, federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population
through 2016 and will transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond; and

WHEREAS, the State’s continued participation is contingent upon maintaining the 90% match;
and

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will significantly reduce the burden of uncompensated care,
which was over $90 million at non-tribal Alaska hospitals in 2013; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid reform; and

WHEREAS, leveraging the federal resources that come with expansion is the State’s biggest
opportunity to finance reform efforts; and

WHEREAS, the State has the option of various Medicaid expansion demonstration projects it
may also consider as part of reform; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Assembly of the City and Borough of Sitka
endorses Medicaid expansion, recognizing we all have an interest in ensuring that Alaskans are
as productive as possible so they can contribute to our communities and economy; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Assembly of the City and Borough of Sitka strongly
urges the Alaska Legislature to expand Medicaid for the benefit of Alaskans and the Alaska
economy to take effect in July 2015 and, though reform efforts should be of utmost importance,
this work should not delay health care coverage for those Alaskans who would be eligible for
Medicaid under expansion.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the assembly of the City and Borough of
Sitka, Alaska on this 10" day of March 2015.

Matt Hunter, Deputy Mayor

ATTEST:

. ..CollgenIngman MM
—-—Municipal Clerk *



STATEWIDE INDEPENDENT LIVING
COUNCIL of ALASKA

Resolution

WHEREAS, with Medicaid expansion, over 40,000 Alaskans between the ages of 19 and 64 will have access to
healthcare, and

WHEREAS, the Medicaid expansion would cut in half the number of uninsured Alaskan, and, at least 4,000
jobs will be generated, and more than a billion new federal dollars will be infused into the Alaska economy
over the next five years, and

WHEREAS, the Medicaid expansion program will improve the numbers of Alaskans who have access to
preventative and primary care; and

WHEREAS, the revamped system will ensure these individuals have access to appropriate levels of healthcare
services in the most cost effective settings, to not only improve the quality of life for their families, but also
reduce costs to the system, and

WHEREAS, studies show Medicaid expansion would result in a $2.5 billion increase in economic activity
throughout the state, and

WHEREAS, the same studies show there will be fewer lost work days and less employee turnover, and
WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid reform; and

WHEREAS, leveraging the federal resources that come with expansion is the State’s biggest opportunity to
finance reform efforts; and

WHEREAS, the State has the option of various Medicaid expansion demonstration projects it may also
consider as part of reform; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, Statewide Independent Living Council of Alaska (SILC) endorses Medicaid
expansion, recognizing we all have an interest in ensuring that Alaskans are as productive as possible so they
can contribute to our communities and economy; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that SILC strongly urges the Alaska Legislature to expand Medicaid for the benefit
of Alaskans and the Alaska economy to take effect in July 2015 and, though reform efforts should be of
utmost importance, this work should not delay health care coverage for those Alaskans who would be eligible
for Medicaid under expansion.

%}&‘w 03-13-15

Joan O’Keefe, Chair Date
Statewide Independent Living Council of Alaska

1057 West Fireweed Lane, Suite 206 Anchorage, Alaska 99503
1-888-294-7452 ~ Fax 907-263-2012
www.alaskasilc.org




22, The Association of Village Council Presidents P.O. Box 767
\ Regional Housing Authority 405 Ptarmigan Road

Bethel, AK 99559
Main (907)-543-3121  Toll Free (800)-478-4687
Fax: (507) 543-3933

The Honorable Paul Seaton
House of Representatives
Alaska State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

March 9, 2015
Dear Representative Seaton,

AVCP Regional Housing Authority strongly urges the Alaska Legislature to expand Medicaid in July 2015
for the benefit of Alaskans and the Alaska economy.

Nearly 42,000 of our fellow Alaskans will be eligible for health coverage under Medicaid expansion.
Expansion improves health outcomes by reducing the number of uninsured Alaskans by half, improving
preventative and primary care access, and providing substance abuse treatment and mental heaith
counseling.

There are significant economic benefits associated with Medicaid expansion, which will bring more than
$1 billion in new federal revenue to our state, 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion more in wages and salaries
paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased economic activity over the first five years. We should view
Medicaid expansion as an economic driver that will positively impact our state’s economy as we are faced
with declining oil prices and the resulting budget challenges.

In addition to new federal revenue, savings to the state budget have also been identified in the
Department of Corrections, the Chronic & Acute Medical Assistance (CAMA) Program and behavioral
health grants. In FY2016, the state would realize $6.1 million in savings. Medicaid expansion is healthy
for Alaskans and healthy for the state's budget. We encourage the continued internal evaluation to
identify other potential savings and offsets attributable to expansion and reform.

Federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population through 2016 and will
transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond. We support Governor Walker’s position that Alaska’s participation
is contingent on the federal match remaining at 90%.

Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid reform. We are pleased to hear that
the Department of Health & Human Services has issued an RFP for technical assistance related to reform
efforts. Though reform of the current Medicaid program should be of utmost importance, reform efforts
should not delay health care coverage for those Alaskans who would be eligible for Medicaid under
expansion.

AVCP Regional Housing Authority endorses Medicaid expansion, recognizing we all have an interest in
ensuring that Alaskans are as productive as possible so they can contribute to our communities and
economy.

Sincerely,

Z- —— DS W
on Hoffman

President/Chief Executive Officer
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RESOLUTION 2015-07

TITLE: TANGIRNAQ NATIVE VILLAGE aka WOODY ISLAND TRIBAL COUNCIL
RESOLUTION URGING THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE TO EXPAND MEDICAID
COVERAGE TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH OF ALASKANS AND TO IMPROVE THE
ALASKAN ECONOMY.

WHEREAS, nearly 42,000 of our family members, friends and neighbors have the opportunity to
gain health care coverage under expansion; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will improve health outcomes by reducing the number of
uninsured Alaskans by half, improving preventive and primary care access, providing substance
abuse treatment and mental health counseling, and reducing the mortality rate; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion brings over $1 billion in new federal revenue into Alaska over
the first five years; and

WHEREAS, studies project expansion will likely yield 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion more in
wages and salaries paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased economic activity throughout
the state; and

WHEREAS, with expansion the State would save $6.1 million in FY2016 by using federal funds
to pay for health services currently paid for with state general funds; and,

WHEREAS, federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population
through 2016 and will transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond; and

WHEREAS, the State’s continued participation is contingent upon maintaining the 90% match;
and

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will significantly reduce the burden of uncompensated care,
which was over $90 million at non-tribal Alaska hospitals in 2013; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid reform; and

WHEREAS, leveraging the federal resources that come with expansion is the State’s biggest
opportunity to finance reform efforts; and

WHEREAS, the State has the option of various Medicaid expansion demonstration projects it
may also censider as part of reform; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, TANGIRNAQ NATIVE VILLAGE endorses
Medicaid expansion, recognizing we all have an interest in ensuring that Alaskans are as
productive as possible so they can contribute to our communities and economy; and



CERTIFICATION
This resolution was duly adopted at a meeting of the Tangirnaq Native Village, aka Woody Island Tribal

Council at which time a quorum of Council members were in attendance. This resolution was adopted by
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701 West 8th Avenue, Sulte 230
Anchorage, Alaska gggo1

el go7.263.3800

fax go7.263.3801
www.unitedwayofanchorage.org

United Way of Anchorage

February 17, 2015

Governor Bill Walker
Office of the Governor
P.O. Box 110001
Juneau, AK 99811-0001

Dear Governor Walker,
Thank you for your efforts to expand Medicaid in Alaska under the Affordable Care Act.

United Way of Anchorage has consistently supported Medicaid expansion. Access to health care
is a core goal for us, and access to insurance coverage is a critical aspect of all Alaskans planning
for and taking care of their health needs. To that end, UWA has served for two years as a
navigator under the Affordable Care Act, and Alaska 2-1-1 has been a focal point for getting
Alaskans connected with information and assistance for ACA and other enrollment
opportunities.

Going forward, we appreciate that Medicaid expansion is not just a yes/no policy decision. It
begins with that, certainly, but it will take a cross-sector, systematic approach to make it happen
as smoothly as possible. We stand ready to assist you and the State.

Similarly, we offer you our partnership in helping improve other health and quality of life
outcomes for Alaskans. In these tough financial times, we must break down the siloes among the
sectors to join forces and resources around a shared vision for Alaskans to lead stable, healthy,
and safe lives. Alaska 2-1-1 serves clients statewide, with over 3000 resources in the database,
and robust provider partnerships throughout the state. That, coupled with United Way of
Anchorage’s focus on multi sector, data driven, results-focused collaboration, is a platform for
the public private partnerships we all need to measurably improve the lives of Alaskans.

Best regards,

HAO(A\/(& %‘/-

K

Michele Brown
President

cc Commissioner Valerie Davidson




BERING

Native Corporation

March 6, 2015

Office of the Governor
P.O. Box 110001
Juneau, AK 99811-0001

Dear Governor Walker,

Bering Straits Native Corporation supports your efforts to expand Medicaid in July 2015 for the
benefit of Alaskans and the Alaska economy.

Nearly 42,000 of our fellow Alaskans will be eligible for health coverage under Medicaid
expansion. Expansion improves health outcomes by reducing the number of uninsured Alaskans
by half, improving preventative and primary care access, and providing substance abuse
treatment and mental health counseling.

There are significant economic benefits associated with Medicaid expansion, which will bring
more than $1 billion in new federal revenue to our state, 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion more in
wages and salaries paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased economic activity over the
first five years. We should view Medicaid expansion as an economic driver that will positively
impact our state’s economy as we are faced with declining oil prices and the resulting budget
challenges.

In addition to new federal revenue, savings to the state budget have also been identified in the
Department of Corrections, the Chronic & Acute Medical Assistance (CAMA) Program and
behavioral health grants. In FY2016, the state would realize $6.1 million in savings. Medicaid
expansion is healthy for Alaskans and healthy for the state’s budget. We encourage the
continued internal evaluation to identify other potential savings and offsets attributable to
expansion and reform.

Federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population through 2016
and will transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond. We support Governor Walker’s position that
Alaska’s participation is contingent on the federal match remaining at 90%.

Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid reform. We are pleased to
hear that the Department of Health & Human Services has issued an RFP for technical
assistance related to reform efforts. Though reform of the current Medicaid program should be

4600 DeBarr Road, Suite 200 « Anchorage, Alaska 99508-3126 » 907.563.3788 « Fax 907.563.2742 « www . beringstraits.cor



of utmost importance, reform efforts should not delay health care coverage for those Alaskans
who would be eligible for Medicaid under expansion.

Bering Straits Native Corporation endorses Medicaid expansion, recognizing we all have an
interest in ensuring that Alaskans are as productive as possible so they can contribute to our

communities and economy.

Sincerely,

Gail R. Schubert,
President & CEO



BERING

Native Corporation

March 6, 2015

Office of the Governor
P.O. Box 110001
Juneau, AK 99811-0001

Dear Governor Walker,

Bering Straits Native Corporation supports your efforts to expand Medicaid in July 2015 for the
benefit of Alaskans and the Alaska economy.

Nearly 42,000 of our fellow Alaskans will be eligible for health coverage under Medicaid
expansion. Expansion improves health outcomes by reducing the number of uninsured Alaskans
by half, improving preventative and primary care access, and providing substance abuse
treatment and mental health counseling.

There are significant economic benefits associated with Medicaid expansion, which will bring
more than $1 billion in new federal revenue to our state, 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion more in
wages and salaries paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased economic activity over the
first five years. We should view Medicaid expansion as an economic driver that will positively
impact our state’s economy as we are faced with declining oil prices and the resulting budget
challenges.

In addition to new federal revenue, savings to the state budget have also been identified in the
Department of Corrections, the Chronic & Acute Medical Assistance (CAMA) Program and
behavioral health grants. In FY2016, the state would realize $6.1 million in savings. Medicaid
expansion is healthy for Alaskans and healthy for the state’s budget. We encourage the
continued internal evaluation to identify other potential savings and offsets attributable to
expansion and reform.

Federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population through 2016
and will transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond. We support Governor Walker’s position that
Alaska’s participation is contingent on the federal match remaining at 90%.

Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid reform. We are pleased to
hear that the Department of Health & Human Services has issued an RFP for technical
assistance related to reform efforts. Though reform of the current Medicaid program should be

4600 DeBarr Road, Suite 200 « Anchorage, Alaska 99508-3126 » 907.563.3788 « Fax 907.563.2742 « www . beringstraits.cor



of utmost importance, reform efforts should not delay health care coverage for those Alaskans
who would be eligible for Medicaid under expansion.

Bering Straits Native Corporation endorses Medicaid expansion, recognizing we all have an
interest in ensuring that Alaskans are as productive as possible so they can contribute to our

communities and economy.

Sincerely,

Gail R. Schubert,
President & CEO



Presented by: The Manager
Introduced:  03/16/2015
Drafted by:  A. G. Mead

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF JUNEAU, ALASKA
Serial No. 2724

A Resolution Urging the Alaska Legislature to Expand Medicaid
Coverage to Improve the Health of Alaskans and Alaska’s Economy.

WHEREAS, nearly 42,000 of our family members, friends and neighbors statewide
have the opportunity to gain health care coverage under Medicaid expansion; and

WHEREAS, approximately 2,400 Juneau residents are eligible for coverage under
Medicaid expansion, and 1,140 of those are expected to enroll; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will improve health outcomes by reducing the number
of uninsured Alaskans by half, improving preventive and primary care access, providing
substance abuse treatment and mental health counseling, and reducing the mortality rate;
and

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion brings over $1 billion in new federal revenue into
Alaska over the first five years; and

WHEREAS, Juneau enrollees alone bring in $8.3 million in just the first year; and

WHEREAS, studies project expansion will likely yield 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion more
in wages and salaries paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased economic activity
throughout the State; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid currently accounts for 23% of Bartlett Regional Hospital’s
patient mix; and

WHEREAS, with expansion the State would save $6.1 million in FY2016 by using
federal funds to pay for health services currently paid for with state general funds, reducing
the need to cut public services; and

WHEREAS, federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion
population through 2016 and will transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond; and

WHEREAS, the State’s continued participation is contingent upon maintaining the
90% match; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will significantly reduce the burden of uncompensated
care, which was over $90 million at non-tribal Alaska hospitals in 2013; and



WHEREAS, Bartlett Regional Hospital suffers charity care and bad debt expenses of
$10 - $13 million per year; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid
reform; and

WHEREAS, leveraging the federal resources that come with expansion is the State’s
biggest opportunity to finance reform efforts; and

WHEREAS, the State has the option of various Medicaid expansion demonstration
projects it may also consider as part of reform.

NoOw, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF
JUNEAU, ALASKA:

Section 1. The City and Borough of Juneau endorses Medicaid expansion,
recognizing we all have an interest in ensuring that Alaskans are as productive as possible
so they can contribute to our communities and economy.

Section 2. The City and Borough of Juneau strongly urges the Alaska Legislature
to expand Medicaid for the benefit of Alaskans and the Alaska economy to take effect in July
2015 and, while reform efforts are of tremendous importance, this work should not delay

health care coverage for those Alaskans who would be eligible for Medicaid under expansion.

Section 3. Effective Date. This resolution shall be effective immediately after
its adoption.

Adopted this 16th day of March, 2015.

A it

Merrill Sanford, Mayor
Attest:

Elizabeth J. McEwen, Acting Clerk

-2 - Res. 2724
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ALEUTIAN

HOUSING AUTHORITY

March 11, 2015

The Honorable Paul Seaton
House of Representatives
Alaska State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Seaton:

The Aleutian Housing Authority (AHA) is the Tribally Designated Housing Entity for the
Aleutian Pribilof Islands Region of Alaska. Our mission is, in part, to contribute to the
building of healthy, stable and sustainable communities throughout our region. AHA
strongly urges the Alaska Legislature to expand Medicaid in July 2015, or as soon as
possible for the benefit of Alaskans and the Alaska economy.

Nearly 42,000 of our fellow Alaskans will be eligible for health coverage under Medicaid
expansion. Expansion improves health outcomes by reducing the number of uninsured
Alaskans by half, improving preventative and primary care access, and providing
substance abuse treatment and mental health counseling.

There are significant economic benefits associated with Medicaid expansion, which will
bring more than $1 billion in new federal revenue to our state, 4,000 new jobs, $1.2
billion more in wages and salaries paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased
economic activity over the first five years. We should view Medicaid expansion as an
economic driver that will positively impact our state’s economy as we are faced with
declining oil prices and the resulting budget challenges.

In addition to new federal revenue, savings to the state budget have also been identified
in the Department of Corrections, the Chronic and Acute Medical Assistance (CAMA)
Program and behavioral health grants. In FY2016, the state would realize $6.1 million in
savings. Medicaid expansion is healthy for Alaskans and healthy for the state’s budget.
We encourage the continued internal evaluation to identify other potential savings and
offsets attributable to expansion and reform.

Federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population
through 2016 and will transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond. We support Governor
Walker’s position that Alaska’s participation is contingent on the federal match
remaining at 90%.



Medicaid expansion may serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid reform and we
support these discussions. We are pleased to hear that the Department of Health and
Human Services has issued an RFP for technical assistance related to reform efforts.
Though reform of the current Medicaid program should be of utmost importance, reform
efforts should not delay health care coverage for those Alaskans who would be eligible
for Medicaid under expansion.

The Aleutian Housing Authority endorses Medicaid expansion, recognizing that we all
have an interest in ensuring that Alaskans are as productive as possible so they can
contribute to our communities and economy.

Sincerely,

Dan Duame
Executive Director



