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Resolution in Support of Medicaid Expansion 
by Anchorage Human and Social Services Executive Directors  

February, 2015 
 
Whereas, the health and wellness of Alaskans is a Constitutional priority and is vital to each individual, 
family, community and our entire State; 
 
Whereas, Alaskans have identified 25 Leading Health Priorities providing a science-based framework to 
guide efforts toward improving health and ensuring health equity for all Alaskans which includes access 
to health care; 
 
Whereas, an estimated 40,000 of the most vulnerable Alaskans are uninsured and potentially eligible for 
Medicaid (Source:  Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium. Healthier Alaskans Create a Healthier State 
Economy. Anchorage, AK, 2013.); 
 
Whereas, the State of Alaska budget deficit, due to significantly lower oil prices and declining oil 
production, calls for all Alaskans to work together to achieve consensus on priorities, long term financial 
sustainability,  program performance  and leveraging revenue sources; 
 
Whereas, routine preventive care contributes to life time good health; early treatment of illness and 

injury make it more likely for an individual to regain their health; and, treatment in an Emergency Room 

is most expensive; 

Whereas, access to primary care and medication is particularly significant for individuals with chronic 
disease such as cancer, diabetes and cardiovascular disease; and Medicaid patients are 15% more likely 
to be tested than uninsured.  Medicaid beneficiaries with heart disease are twice as likely to take their 
medication appropriately, compared to those who are uninsured, and are also more likely to have their 
blood pressure controlled and to have been checked for high cholesterol compared to the uninsured.  
[Cancer Action Network, American Diabetes Association, American Heart Association, American Stroke 
Association, Medicaid: An Important Source of Health Care Coverage for Patients with Chronic Disease.]; 
 

Whereas, lack of health insurance contributes to family stress and financial instability including 154,900 

Alaskans served annually by the Food Bank of Alaska network of over 300 partners: 

 56% making choices between medications/meals 

 26% of households report at least one member with diabetes 

 47% of households report at least one member with high blood pressure 

 34% have no health insurance of any kind, including Medicaid 

 56% of households report having unpaid medical bills 

 53% of clients served have incomes that are at or below the federal poverty level ($15,510 or less 
for household of two)  

 27% have incomes between $1-$10,000 annually; 29% have incomes of $10,001-$20,000 annually 
 



Whereas,  good health and wellness are supporting factors in children staying and succeeding in school; 

adults getting and keeping a job; and, in healthy, competitive communities;  

Whereas, the State of Alaska has an opportunity now to develop an Alaska Medicaid Expansion Program 

which meets the needs of vulnerable Alaskans, communities and Alaska as well as being an effective 

component of the Alaska health care system and is funded by the Federal government at least at 90% 

and has the potential to provide additional offsets to program expansion administration; 

Whereas, Medicaid Expansion would provide a revenue stream covering a portion of the health care 

costs of vulnerable Alaskans and in doing so support  financial stability and organization sustainability of 

the Alaska health safety net: community health centers, community mental health centers, tribal clinics, 

rural hospitals, urban hospitals; 

Whereas, in FY2014, as partners in caring for vulnerable Alaskans, coalition members  contributed 

directly to customer health or provided supports to increase the likelihood of short term and lifelong 

health and wellness.  We 

 provided 18,805 customers health care services 26,529 customers health screenings; 68,841 

customers health education; $17,690,505 donated logistical or financial assistance; 14,848 with 

a patient centered medical home; and, 31,793 or 84% of customers surveyed 

demonstrated/reported healthy behaviors and 8,073 or 84% met the terms of their health 

treatment plan; and, 

 Served  994,312 meals/snacks/ box lunches;  sheltered 17,103 homeless individuals/families; 

provided 24,695 households prevention services and/or income boosts;  distributed 540,037 

pounds of food; and 1,484 or 64% of participating customers demonstrating improved coping 

skills, better ability to return to daily life, ability to return to work and/or home after completing 

crime or violence prevention and/or stabilization programs and 1,532  or 70% of participating 

customers had  increased self-sufficiency levels after exiting a program operating in the 

community; and, 

 1,037  children 0-5 screenings;  1,684 children provided with quality care and education services;  

109,165 free books distributed to children 0-5;   and, 2,167 or 89% of participating 

parents/families had  increased knowledge of parenting and child development  

 20,948 of youth participating in activities that promote youth development; 196  or 67% 

participating youth decreasing substance use;  6,000 or 69% youth more engaged with 

education, learning and school; and, 10,860 or 74% youth with conflict resolution skills 

(Note: the information above is a sample based on data provided is based on annual reporting by 

partner agencies to United Way of Anchorage.); and, 

 We, our partners, business people, teachers, students and parents have been working together 

to increase the Anchorage School District graduation to 90% by the year 2020, and have 

together increased graduation rates from  59% in 2005 to 74% in 2014 which contributes as a 

positive determinant in lifelong health. 

 



Therefore, we the undersigned non-profits support the following Medicaid Expansion strategies: 

 Approve Medicaid Expansion 

 Fix and clear backlogs for  

o the State of Alaska Medicaid eligibility determination system, Alaska's Resource for 

Integrated Eligibility Services (ARIES), and; 

o  the payment system, Medicaid Management Information System (MMIS) prior to 

Medicaid Expansion 

 Accept federal money for Medicaid Expansion 

 Approve supplemental funding for Medicaid Expansion administration 

And; 

 Commit to being partners in this effort by continuing to care for vulnerable Alaskans and by working 

with the Governor, State of Alaska Legislature, the State of Alaska Department of Health and Social 

Services, the business community and other stakeholders to develop a sustainable Alaska Medicaid 

Expansion Program. 

  

 

 

Hilary A. Morgan, Co-Chair 

CEO, YWCA Alaska          
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Abused Women’s Aid in Crisis, Inc. (AWAIC) 
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Alaska Injury Prevention Center 
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American Diabetes Association 

Anchorage Neighborhood Health Center 

Anchorage Youth Development Coalition (AYDC) 
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Food Bank of Alaska 

Jerry A. Jenkins, Chief Executive Officer, Anchorage Community Mental Health Services (and Fairbanks 
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  March 6, 2015 Office of the Governor P.O. Box 110001 Juneau, AK 99811-0001  Dear Governor Walker,  This letter is written on behalf of Doyon, Limited as a statement of support for your efforts to expand Medicaid for the benefit of Alaskans and the Alaska economy.  Doyon’s mission is to continually enhance its position as a financially strong Native corporation in order to promote the economic and social well-being of its shareholders and future shareholders, to strengthen its Native way of life, and to protect and enhance its land and resources.   Through Medicaid Expansion, over 40,000 of our fellow Alaskans will be eligible for health coverage.  This improves health outcomes by reducing the number of uninsured, improves preventative and primary care access, and provides substance abuse treatment and mental health counseling.  Medicaid expansion also provides significant associated economic benefits, including but not limited to more than $1 billion in new federal revenue to our state, 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion more in wages and salaries paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased economic activity over the first five years.  Doyon, Limited endorses Medicaid expansion, recognizing we all have an interest in ensuring that Alaskans are as productive as possible so they can contribute to our communities and economy. Again, thank you for the work you are doing on behalf of all Alaskans.  If you have any questions regarding this letter, please do not hesitate to contact me at (907) 459-2000.    Sincerely,  
  Aaron M. Schutt President and CEO 







 

 

 

A RESOLUTION URGING THE ALASKA LEGISATURE TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH AND WELL BEING 
OF ALASKANS, ALLOWING THEM BENEFITS SHARED BY OUR MEMBERSHIP AND THE 
MEMBERSHIP OF THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE BY EXPANDING MEDICAID 
 
WHEREAS the Jewish virtue of “tikkun olam”, repairing our world, calls upon us to fix the 
injustice of inequality and suffering; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Jewish tradition of “tzedakah”, giving to others less fortunate, is not considered 
charity but “the right thing to do”; and 
 
WHEREAS, the majority of the membership of our congregation and the entire membership of 
our State Legislature are blessed with the benefit of insurance coverage so that we have access 
to preventive and healing health care for our families and our children; and 
 
WHEREAS, we have knowledge that tens of thousands of Alaskans do not share our same 
access to health care; and 
 
WHEREAS, nearly 42,000 other Alaskans would have the opportunity to gain health care 
coverage under Medicaid expansion; and  
 
WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will improve health outcomes by reducing the numbers of 
uninsured Alaskans by half, improving preventive and primary care access, providing substance 
abuse treatment and mental health counseling, and reducing the mortality rate; and 
 
WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion would help Alaska economically by bringing in over $1 billion in 
new federal revenue over the first five years; and 
 
WHEREAS, the State would save $6.1 million in 2016 by using federal funds to pay for health 
services currently paid for with state general funds; and  
 
WHEREAS, federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population 
through 2016 and will transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond;   
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, as an act of “tikkun olam”, healing the world, Congregation Sukkat 
Shalom urges Medicaid expansion in Alaska and deems it imperative that the Alaska Legislature 
expands Medicaid to take effect in July, 2015. 
           3/16/15 

























The Association of Village Council Presidents P.O. Box 767J Regional Housing Authority 405 Ptarmigan Road
Bethel, AK 99559

Main (907)-543-3121 Toll Free (800)-478-4687
-. ‘. Fax (907) 543-3933—

The Honorabe Pau SeatDn
House of Representatves
Alaska State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

March 9,2015Dear Representative Seaton,

AVCP Regional Housing Authority strongly urges the Alaska Legislature to expand Medicaid in July 2015for the benefit of Alaskans and the Alaska economy.

Nearly 42,000 of our fellow Alaskans will be eligible for health coverage under Medicaid expansion.Expansion improves health outcomes by reducing the number of uninsured Alaskans by half, improvingpreventative and primary care access, and providing substance abuse treatment and mental healthcounseling.

There are significant economic benefits associated with Medicaid expansion, which will bring more than$1 billion in new federal revenue to our state, 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion more in wages and salariespaid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased economic activity over the first five years. We should viewMedicaid expansion as an economic driver that will positively impact our state’s economy as we are facedwith declining oil prices and the resulting budget challenges.

In addition to new federal revenue, savings to the state budget have also been identified in theDepartment of Corrections, the Chronic & Acute Medical Assistance (CAMA) Program and behavioralhealth grants. In FY2016, the state would realize $6.1 million in savings. Medicaid expansion is healthyfor Alaskans and healthy for the state’s budget. We encourage the continued internal evaluation toidentify other potential savings and offsets attributable to expansion and reform.

Federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population through 2016 and willtransition to 90% in 2020 and beyond. We support Governor Walker’s position that Alaska’s participationis contingent on the federal match remaining at 90%.

Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid reform. We are pleased to hear thatthe Department of Health & Human Services has issued an RFP for technical assistance related to reformefforts, Though reform of the current Medicaid program should be of utmost importance, reform effortsshould not delay health care coverage for those Alaskans who would be eligible for Medicaid underexpansion.

AVCP Regional Housing Authority endorses Medicaid expansion, recognizing we all have an interest inensuring that Alaskans are as productive as possible so they can contribute to our communities andeconomy.

Sincerely,

1- —z _—

Fon Hoffman
President/Chief Executive Officer









 
 
March 6, 2015 
 
 
 
Office of the Governor 
P.O. Box 110001 
Juneau, AK 99811-0001 
 
Dear Governor Walker, 
 
Bering Straits Native Corporation supports your efforts to expand Medicaid in July 2015 for the 
benefit of Alaskans and the Alaska economy.  
 
Nearly 42,000 of our fellow Alaskans will be eligible for health coverage under Medicaid 
expansion. Expansion improves health outcomes by reducing the number of uninsured Alaskans 
by half, improving preventative and primary care access, and providing substance abuse 
treatment and mental health counseling. 
 
There are significant economic benefits associated with Medicaid expansion, which will bring 
more than $1 billion in new federal revenue to our state, 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion more in 
wages and salaries paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased economic activity over the 
first five years. We should view Medicaid expansion as an economic driver that will positively 
impact our state’s economy as we are faced with declining oil prices and the resulting budget 
challenges. 
 
In addition to new federal revenue, savings to the state budget have also been identified in the 
Department of Corrections, the Chronic & Acute Medical Assistance (CAMA) Program and 
behavioral health grants.  In FY2016, the state would realize $6.1 million in savings. Medicaid 
expansion is healthy for Alaskans and healthy for the state’s budget. We encourage the 
continued internal evaluation to identify other potential savings and offsets attributable to 
expansion and reform. 
 
Federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population through 2016 
and will transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond. We support Governor Walker’s position that 
Alaska’s participation is contingent on the federal match remaining at 90%.   
 
Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid reform. We are pleased to 
hear that the Department of Health & Human Services has issued an RFP for technical 
assistance related to reform efforts. Though reform of the current Medicaid program should be 



of utmost importance, reform efforts should not delay health care coverage for those Alaskans 
who would be eligible for Medicaid under expansion. 
 
Bering Straits Native Corporation endorses Medicaid expansion, recognizing we all have an 
interest in ensuring that Alaskans are as productive as possible so they can contribute to our 
communities and economy. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Gail R. Schubert, 
President & CEO 



 
 
March 6, 2015 
 
 
 
Office of the Governor 
P.O. Box 110001 
Juneau, AK 99811-0001 
 
Dear Governor Walker, 
 
Bering Straits Native Corporation supports your efforts to expand Medicaid in July 2015 for the 
benefit of Alaskans and the Alaska economy.  
 
Nearly 42,000 of our fellow Alaskans will be eligible for health coverage under Medicaid 
expansion. Expansion improves health outcomes by reducing the number of uninsured Alaskans 
by half, improving preventative and primary care access, and providing substance abuse 
treatment and mental health counseling. 
 
There are significant economic benefits associated with Medicaid expansion, which will bring 
more than $1 billion in new federal revenue to our state, 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion more in 
wages and salaries paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased economic activity over the 
first five years. We should view Medicaid expansion as an economic driver that will positively 
impact our state’s economy as we are faced with declining oil prices and the resulting budget 
challenges. 
 
In addition to new federal revenue, savings to the state budget have also been identified in the 
Department of Corrections, the Chronic & Acute Medical Assistance (CAMA) Program and 
behavioral health grants.  In FY2016, the state would realize $6.1 million in savings. Medicaid 
expansion is healthy for Alaskans and healthy for the state’s budget. We encourage the 
continued internal evaluation to identify other potential savings and offsets attributable to 
expansion and reform. 
 
Federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population through 2016 
and will transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond. We support Governor Walker’s position that 
Alaska’s participation is contingent on the federal match remaining at 90%.   
 
Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid reform. We are pleased to 
hear that the Department of Health & Human Services has issued an RFP for technical 
assistance related to reform efforts. Though reform of the current Medicaid program should be 



of utmost importance, reform efforts should not delay health care coverage for those Alaskans 
who would be eligible for Medicaid under expansion. 
 
Bering Straits Native Corporation endorses Medicaid expansion, recognizing we all have an 
interest in ensuring that Alaskans are as productive as possible so they can contribute to our 
communities and economy. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Gail R. Schubert, 
President & CEO 
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RESOLUTION OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF JUNEAU, ALASKA 

Serial No. 2724 

A Resolution Urging the Alaska Legislature to Expand Medicaid 

Coverage to Improve the Health of Alaskans and Alaska’s Economy. 

 

 WHEREAS, nearly 42,000 of our family members, friends and neighbors statewide 

have the opportunity to gain health care coverage under Medicaid expansion; and 

 

WHEREAS, approximately 2,400 Juneau residents are eligible for coverage under 

Medicaid expansion, and 1,140 of those are expected to enroll; and 

 

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will improve health outcomes by reducing the number 

of uninsured Alaskans by half, improving preventive and primary care access, providing 

substance abuse treatment and mental health counseling, and reducing the mortality rate; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion brings over $1 billion in new federal revenue into 

Alaska over the first five years; and 

 

WHEREAS, Juneau enrollees alone bring in $8.3 million in just the first year; and 

 

WHEREAS, studies project expansion will likely yield 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion more 

in wages and salaries paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased economic activity 

throughout the State; and 

 

WHEREAS, Medicaid currently accounts for 23% of Bartlett Regional Hospital’s 

patient mix; and 

 

WHEREAS, with expansion the State would save $6.1 million in FY2016 by using 

federal funds to pay for health services currently paid for with state general funds, reducing 

the need to cut public services; and 

 

WHEREAS, federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion 

population through 2016 and will transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond; and 

 

WHEREAS, the State’s continued participation is contingent upon maintaining the 

90% match; and 

 

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will significantly reduce the burden of uncompensated 

care, which was over $90 million at non-tribal Alaska hospitals in 2013; and  
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WHEREAS, Bartlett Regional Hospital suffers charity care and bad debt expenses of 

$10 - $13 million per year; and 

 

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid 

reform; and 

 

WHEREAS, leveraging the federal resources that come with expansion is the State’s 

biggest opportunity to finance reform efforts; and 

 

WHEREAS, the State has the option of various Medicaid expansion demonstration 

projects it may also consider as part of reform. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF 

JUNEAU, ALASKA: 

 

 Section 1. The City and Borough of Juneau endorses Medicaid expansion, 

recognizing we all have an interest in ensuring that Alaskans are as productive as possible 

so they can contribute to our communities and economy. 

 

 Section 2. The City and Borough of Juneau strongly urges the Alaska Legislature 

to expand Medicaid for the benefit of Alaskans and the Alaska economy to take effect in July 

2015 and, while reform efforts are of tremendous importance, this work should not delay 

health care coverage for those Alaskans who would be eligible for Medicaid under expansion. 

   

 Section 3. Effective Date.  This resolution shall be effective immediately after 

its adoption. 

  

 Adopted this 16th day of March, 2015.  

 

       
Merrill Sanford, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 
Elizabeth J. McEwen, Acting Clerk 
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March 11, 2015

The Honorable Paul Seaton
House of Representatives
Alaska State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 9980 1-1182

Dear Representative Seaton:

The Aleutian Housing Authority (AHA) is the Tribally Designated Housing Entity for the

Aleutian Pribilof Islands Region of Alaska. Our mission is, in part, to contribute to the

building of healthy, stable and sustainable communities throughout our region. AHA

strongly urges the Alaska Legislature to expand Medicaid in July 2015, or as soon as

possible for the benefit of Alaskans and the Alaska economy.

Nearly 42,000 of our fellow Alaskans will be eligible for health coverage under Medicaid

expansion. Expansion improves health outcomes by reducing the number of uninsured

Alaskans by half, improving preventative and primary care access, and providing

substance abuse treatment and mental health counseling.

There are significant economic benefits associated with Medicaid expansion, which will

bring more than $1 billion in new federal revenue to our state, 4,000 new jobs, $1.2

billion more in wages and salaries paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased

economic activity over the first five years. We should view Medicaid expansion as an

economic driver that will positively impact our state’s economy as we are faced with

declining oil prices and the resulting budget challenges.

In addition to new federal revenue, savings to the state budget have also been identified

in the Department of Corrections, the Chronic and Acute Medical Assistance (CAMA)

Program and behavioral health grants. In FY2016, the state would realize $6.1 million in

savings. Medicaid expansion is healthy for Alaskans and healthy for the state’s budget.

We encourage the continued internal evaluation to identif’ other potential savings and

offsets attributable to expansion and reform.

Federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population

through 2016 and will transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond. We support Governor

Walker’s position that Alaska’s participation is contingent on the federal match

remaining at 90%.
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Medicaid expansion may serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid reform and we

support these discussions. We are pleased to hear that the Department of Health and

Human Services has issued an RFP for technical assistance related to reform efforts,

Though reform of the current Medicaid program should be of utmost importance, reform

efforts should not delay health care coverage for those Alaskans who would be eligible

for Medicaid under expansion.

The Aleutian Housing Authority endorses Medicaid expansion, recognizing that we all

have an interest in ensuring that Alaskans are as productive as possible so they can

contribute to our communities and economy.

Sincerely,

Dan Duame
Executive Director


