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Supporters of Medicaid Reform & Expansion 

1. AARP Alaska 

2. Abused Women’s Aid in Crisis, Inc. (AWAIC) 

3. Ahtna, Incorporated 

4. AK Child & Family 

5. AKEELA 

6. Alaska AFL‐CIO 

7. Alaska AIDS Assistance Association 

8. Alaska Association on Developmental Disabilities 

9. Alaska Baptist Family Services 

10. Alaska Brain Injury Network

11. Alaska Chamber

12. Alaska Coalition on Housing and Homelessness

13. Alaska Early Childhood Advocacy Group

14. Alaska Family Services

15. Alaska Federation of Natives

16. Alaska Geriatric Exchange Network

17. Alaska Injury Prevention Center

18. Alaska Island Community Services

19. Alaska Legal Services Corp.

20. Alaska Literacy Program

21. Alaska Mental Health Board and Advisory Board on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse
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22. Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority 

23. Alaska Municipal League 

24. Alaska Native Brotherhood and Alaska Native Sisterhood Camp 70 

25. Alaska Native Health Board 

26. Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium 

27. Alaska Network on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault 

28. Alaska Nurses Association 

29. Alaska Pharmacists Association 

30. Alaska Physical Therapy Association  

31. Alaska Physicians & Surgeons 

32. Alaska Primary Care Association 

33. Alaska State Hospital & Nursing Home Association 

34. Alaska State Medical Association 

35. Alaska Women’s Lobby 

36. Alaska Youth & Family Network 

37. Aleutian Housing Authority 

38. Aleutian Pribilof Islands Association, Inc. 

39. American Cancer Society 

40. American Diabetes Association 

41. American Heart Association/American Stroke Association  

42. American Lung Association in Alaska 
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43. Anchorage Chamber of Commerce 

44. Anchorage Coalition to End Homelessness 

45. Anchorage Community Mental Health Services 

46. Anchorage Faith & Action Congregations Together 

47. Anchorage Human and Social Services Executive Directors 

48. Anchorage Municipal Assembly 

49. Anchorage Neighborhood Health Center 

50. Anchorage Youth Development Coalition (AYDC) 

51. ANCSA Regional Association 

52. The Arc of Anchorage 

53. Assets, Inc. 

54. Bartlett Regional Hospital 

55. Bering Straits Native Corporation 

56. Bethel Chamber of Commerce 

57. Bristol Bay Area Health Corporation 

58. Bristol Bay Native Association 

59. Bristol Bay Native Corporation 

60. Camp Fire USA Alaska Council 

61. Cancer Action Network 

62. Catholic Community Services 

63. Catholic Social Services 
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64. CCS Early Learning 

65. Central Peninsula Hospital 

66. CHOICES 

67. City of Barrow 

68. City of Pelican 

69. City of Valdez 

70. Community Connections  

71. Congregation Sukkat Shalom 

72. Cook Inlet Council on Alcohol & Drug Abuse 

73. Cook Inlet Region Inc. 

74. Cook Inlet Tribal Council 

75. Co‐Occurring Disorders Institute  

76. Cordova Community Medical Center 

77. Covenant House Alaska 

78. Curyung Tribal Council 

79. Denali Family Services  

80. Doyon Limited 

81. Effective Health Design 

82. Enroll Alaska 

83. Fairbanks Community Mental Health Services 

84. Fairbanks Economic Development Corporation 
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85. Fairbanks Native Association 

86. Family Centered Services of Alaska  

87. Food Bank of Alaska 

88. Foraker Group 

89. Frontier Community Services 

90. Gastineau Human Services Corporation  

91. Governor’s Council on Disabilities & Special Education 

92. Greater Fairbanks Community Hospital Foundation 

93. Hope Community Resources, Inc. 

94. Identity Inc. 

95. Iliuliuk Family and Health Services 

96. Interior Aids Association 

97. Juneau Alliance for Mental Health, Inc. 

98. Juneau Central Council AFL/ CIO 

99. Juneau City & Borough Assembly 

100. Juneau Economic Development Council  

101. Juneau Tlingit & Haida Community Council 

102. Juneau Youth Services 

103. Kenai Peninsula Borough Assembly 

104. Kenaitze Indian Tribe 

105. Kodiak Area Native Association 
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106. League of Women Voters of Alaska  

107. March of Dimes Foundation Alaska Chapter 

108. Matanuska‐Susitna Borough Assembly 

109. Mat‐Su Health Foundation 

110. Mat‐Su Health Services, Inc. 

111. Mountain‐Pacific Quality Health Foundation 

112. Municipality of Skagway 

113. NAACP 

114. NAMI 

115. NANA Regional Corporation  

116. Narcotic Drug Treatment Center, Inc. 

117. National Association of Social Workers – Alaska Chapter 

118. National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence Juneau, Alaska 

119. Native Village of White Mountain 

120. NEA Alaska  

121. New Koliganek Village Council 

122. Nine Star Education and Employment Services 

123. Nondalton Tribal Council 

124. North Slope Borough 

125. North Star Behavioral Health  

126. Norton Sound Health Corporation  
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127. Peninsula Community Health Services of Alaska 

128. Petersburg Mental Health Services, Inc. 

129. Planned Parenthood of the Great Northwest  

130. Professional Nursing Consultants 

131. Railbelt Mental Health & Addictions 

132. Rainforest Recovery Center 

133. Residential Youth Care, Inc. 

134. RurAL CAP 

135. SeaView Community Services 

136. Sitka Borough Assembly 

137. Sitka Counseling & Prevention Services 

138. Sitka Tribe of Alaska 

139. Southcentral Foundation 

140. Southeast Alaska Independent Living, Inc. 

141. Southeast Alaska Regional Health Consortium 

142. South Peninsula Behavioral Health Services, Inc. 

143. Statewide Independent Living Council of Alaska 

144. Tanana Chiefs Conference  

145. Tanana Valley Clinic 

146. Tangirnaq Native Village/ Woody Island Tribal Council 

147. thread 
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148. United Way of Anchorage 

149. Valdez Health Advisory Council 

150. Valley Medical Care 

151. Volunteers of America Alaska 

152. Yukon‐Kuskokwim Health Corporation 

153. YWCA Alaska

 









The Alaska Behavioral Health Association (ABHA), a member-driven organization of mental health and substance 

abuse treatment centers across the state of Alaska, STRONGLY SUPPORTS THE EXPANSION OF MEDICAID.  

It is the right thing to do for our clients and community members, their families, and the State. 





Sitka Counseling & Prevention Services 



March 31, 2015 

Representative Paul Seaton
Chairman, HSS Committee
State Capitol Room 102
Juneau, AK 99801

Re: HB 148; MEDICAL ASSISTANCE COVERAGE; REFORM

Dear Representative Seaton,

Please include this correspondence in the bill packet for the referenced bill. Following is an 
opinion piece that was published in the Alaska Dispatch News on March 23, 2015. I would like 
to submit this on behalf of the Alaska AFL-CIO and to encourage passage of House Bill 148.

Medicaid expansion: A low-risk boost to Alaska’s prosperity 

Finally, we are on the precipice of one of the biggest projects since the trans-Alaska pipeline that will 
create thousands of jobs and give the biggest fiscal boost to our state in a generation. 

I’m happy to announce this project will create at least 4,000 permanent jobs all around the state. And by 
2020, each $1 million we spend will generate $28 million more in the economy. The rate of return on 
investment is better than anything we could hope to earn on the stock market. This project is responsible 
and will not damage the environment. No permitting will be required. This project will diversify Alaska’s 
economy and reduce our dependence on oil and gas to fuel our economy. And we can get started right 
now. 

Interested?  We certainly are. Today Alaska faces an uncertain future. Foreign governments are 
manipulating oil prices causing our revenue to fall by more than 50 percent in mere months. When will 
this madness end? No one really knows. But if it continues, we are going to need every job we can get to 
keep Alaskans working as we either wait out the storm, or adjust to a new reality. 

Every job we have is a mortgage that isn’t foreclosed upon or a coffee shop that stays open. This allows 
people paying property taxes to keep delivering the services we all want and expect. 

If I were to tell you there was a pipeline project that would generate 4,000 permanent jobs and have a 28 
to 1 return on investment, and that certain elected officials were stopping it, Alaskans might teeter on the 
verge of riot. 



Well, this project isn’t a pipeline with all its inherent obstacles to fruition; it is much simpler than that. 
This project can be done with a simple vote of 21 members of the Alaska State House and 11 members of 
the Alaska State Senate. 

So what is this can’t miss project? Medicaid expansion. In addition to all the benefits listed above, this 
bill would allow about 40,000 Alaskans to access badly needed health care. 

Gov. Bill Walker is already on board. So are we. And so are lots of groups around the state. Just a few 
listed in an article from November 2013 are the Anchorage Chamber of Commerce, the State Chamber of 
Commerce, Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium and Anchorage Faith in Action Together. The Alaska 
Federation of Natives also resolved to support Medicaid expansion at its 2013 convention. We’ve also 
seen many small business owners take it upon themselves to come out in support of the expansion. 

The only other somewhat comparable potential project on the horizon is a gas pipeline project. And of 
course, I support that project wholeheartedly, but let’s compare the projects, shall we? 

The gas pipeline is a $65 billion project, maybe more. If it gets the green light, and that’s a big if, it won’t 
start for at least three or four years. It’s economics are uncertain and the state could be on the hook for 
billions of dollars. And despite the high risks and high costs associated with this project there are very few 
Alaskans, and probably no state legislators, who don’t support it. 

Medicaid expansion, by comparison, is low-risk, and has already been paid for by the collective federal 
income taxes we all pay. Failure to accept Medicaid expansion in Alaska means other states will gladly 
take our federal tax dollars for their own expansion. 

The federal government will pay all of the cost in the first year, and then will pay the lion’s share through 
2021. Over a five-year period, the cost to the state would be $61 million while the federal government 
would put up the additional $1.12 billion. This is a smoking deal that will generate an estimated 
additional $457 million dollars in economic activity in 2020 alone. 

Oh, and about 40,000 Alaskans will also have health care and create the added benefit of driving down 
premiums for everyone else’s health care plans, because folks with insurance won’t be getting hit by the 
impact the uninsured have on those already paying insurance premiums. 

At the Alaska AFL-CIO we are all about putting Alaskans to work. This expansion will create 4,000 jobs 
when we really need them to get through the tough times ahead. 

If this were a pipeline, it would be a no-brainer. It still is. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Vince Beltrami 
President
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 AADD 
ALASKA ASSOCIATION ON  

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 
P.O. Box 241742 

Anchorage, Alaska 99524 

A RESOLUTION URGING THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE TO EXPAND MEDICAID COVERAGE TO 
IMPROVE THE HEALTH OF ALASKANS AND TO IMPROVE THE ALASKAN ECONOMY.  

WHEREAS, nearly 42,000 of our family members, friends and neighbors have the opportunity to gain 
health care coverage under expansion; and  

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will improve health outcomes by reducing the number of uninsured 
Alaskans by half, improving preventive and primary care access, providing substance abuse treatment 
and mental health counseling, and reducing the mortality rate; and  

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion brings over $1 billion in new federal revenue into Alaska over the first 
five years; and  

WHEREAS, studies project expansion will likely yield 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion more in wages and 
salaries paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased economic activity throughout the state; and  

WHEREAS, with expansion the State would save $6.1 million in FY2016 by using federal funds to pay 
for health services currently paid for with state general funds; and,  

WHEREAS, federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population through 
2016 and will transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond; and  

WHEREAS, the State’s continued participation is contingent upon maintaining the 90% match; and 

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will significantly reduce the burden of uncompensated care, which was 
over $90 million at non-tribal Alaska hospitals in 2013; and  

WHEREAS, leveraging the federal resources that come with expansion is the State’s biggest opportunity 
to finance reform efforts; and 

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid reform; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  AADD (Alaska Association on Developmental Disabilities) 
endorses Medicaid expansion, recognizing we all have an interest in ensuring that Alaskans are as 
productive as possible so they can contribute to our communities and economy; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that AADD (Alaska Association on Developmental Disabilities) strongly 
urges the Alaska Legislature to expand Medicaid for the benefit of Alaskans and the Alaska economy to 
take effect in July 2015 and, though reform efforts should be of utmost importance, this work should not 
delay health care coverage for those Alaskans who would be eligible for Medicaid under expansion. 

To facilitate a united provider voice for best practices, advocacy, partnerships and networking. 
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Medicaid Expansion – It’s Your Business 

The issue of Medicaid expansion in Alaska is finally garnering the attention of 
Alaska businesses. After all, the new federal health care law makes health care 
everyone’s business. This issue is not alone in affecting the business environment in 
Alaska. 

Alaska Chamber members recently met and adopted 40 policy positions. When 
asked to prioritize these policies, members selected opposition to the referendum 
to repeal oil tax reform, support for comprehensive workers’ compensation reform, 
and support for Medicaid expansion as priorities. 

The Alaska Chamber Board ratified these priorities and decided to also keep the 
high cost of energy, permitting efficiencies and access to resources as priorities. 
While each of these top priorities is distinct, the fundamental underlying issue is 
the same – the cost of doing business in Alaska.   

The Alaska Chamber’s core mission is to make Alaska the best place to do 
business. It’s about making Alaska competitive and there are many factors 
businesses consider when deciding how much and where to invest.  

The decision of the Alaska Chamber to support Medicaid expansion is a pragmatic 
one. Like it, love it, or hate it, the Affordable Care Act is the law of the land and 
businesses have no choice but to deal with it. Most importantly, Alaska businesses 
are looking for ways to stay in Alaska and grow our economy. To stay in the 
competitive game, Alaska businesses are looking to reduce and contain costs.   

Given the federal fiscal situation, and the track record the feds have with keeping 
commitments, Alaska Chamber members support Medicaid expansion with 
caveats. Those caveats include support for a fail-safe provision and/or supporting 
an alternative to Medicaid expansion. A fail-safe provision means that if the feds 
renege on their funding commitment, Alaska will opt out of the expansion. Alaska 
Chamber members are also open to finding a private sector alternative to address 
Alaska’s uninsured under the new federal law. 

As taxpayers, all Alaskans are subject to the increased federal taxes established to 
fund the Affordable Care Act. If Alaska does not expand Medicaid, Alaskan’s taxes 
will pay for the uninsured in other states. Alaska businesses and all insured 
Alaskans will bear even higher insurance premiums and health care costs to cover 
those uninsured.  
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Currently, the cost of care for uninsured Alaskans who are unable to pay for their 
care are covered by those who are insured. In the health care industry it is called 
uncompensated care. Employers providing insurance to their employees and 
individuals buying health insurance pay for this uncompensated care in the form of 
increased premiums costs.  

If Alaska does not expand Medicaid, we will continue to pay these increased 
premiums as well as pay the new federal taxes. If Alaska expands Medicaid, a 
portion of the federal taxes Alaskans pay will return to the state and 
uncompensated care losses will decrease. Alaska Chamber members believe this 
will result in lower or slower growth of health care premiums.  

It’s worth noting that the Alaska Chamber also supports a reduction in the State of 
Alaska’s spending levels to a more sustainable level of $5.5 billion in total general 
fund spending. Current state spending levels are unsustainably high and are 
damaging to Alaska’s competitiveness and our economic future.  

Make no mistake, even with expected cost offsets, expanding Medicaid increases 
costs for the State of Alaska. How then can the Alaska Chamber support Medicaid 
expansion? It’s simple. Alaska businesses, which fund the state’s coffers, simply can 
not afford to pay once, much less twice, to provide health care for Alaska’s 
uninsured.  

To compete, to grow, and to secure a future for our state, Alaska businesses know 
that costs must be controlled. This means the Alaska Chamber promotes policies 
that create a good business environment.  We support reasonable tax structures, 
sustainable state budgets, efficient permitting systems, increased access to 
resources, meaningful changes to workers’ comp and taking a pragmatic approach 
in response to the Affordable Care Act. That’s our business, and it’s your business 
too.  

Rachael Petro 
President & CEO 
Alaska Chamber of Commerce 



TITLE: A RESOLUTION URGING THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE TO 
EXPAND MEDICAID COVERAGE TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH OF 
ALASKANS AND TO IMPROVE THE ALASKAN ECONOMY. 

WHEREAS, nearly 42,000 of our family members, friends and neighbors have the opportunity to 
gain health care coverage under expansion; and 

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will improve health outcomes by reducing the number of 
uninsured Alaskans by half, improving preventive and primary care access, providing substance 
abuse treatment and mental health counseling, and reducing the mortality rate; and 

WHEREAS, access to medical insurance has a direct impact on maintaining housing for the 
working poor in Alaska; and  

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion brings over $1 billion in new federal revenue into Alaska over 
the first five years; and  

WHEREAS, studies project expansion will likely yield 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion more in 
wages and salaries paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased economic activity throughout 
the state; and 

WHEREAS, with expansion the State would save $6.1 million in FY2016 by using federal funds 
to pay for health services currently paid for with state general funds; and, 

WHEREAS, federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population 
through 2016 and will transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond; and 

WHEREAS, the State’s continued participation is contingent upon maintaining the 90% match; 
and  

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will significantly reduce the burden of uncompensated care, 
which was over $90 million at non-tribal Alaska hospitals in 2013; and  

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid reform; and 

WHEREAS, leveraging the federal resources that come with expansion is the State’s biggest 
opportunity to finance reform efforts; and 

WHEREAS, the State has the option of various Medicaid expansion demonstration projects it 
may also consider as part of reform; and 



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that The Alaska Coalition on Housing and 
Homelessness endorses Medicaid expansion, recognizing we all have an interest in ensuring that 
Alaskans are as productive as possible so they can contribute to our communities and economy; 
and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Alaska Coalition on Housing and Homelessness strongly 
urges the Alaska Legislature to expand Medicaid for the benefit of Alaskans and the Alaska 
economy to take effect in July 2015 and, though reform efforts should be of utmost importance, 
this work should not delay health care coverage for those Alaskans who would be eligible for 
Medicaid under expansion.   

Scott Ciambor, Board Chair 
April 8, 2015 



April 10, 2015 

The Honorable Governor Walker 
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska  99801-1182 

Dear Governor Walker 
The Alaska Early Childhood Advocacy Group recognizes and supports Medicaid Reform and 
Expansion.  Our group represents Alaska AEYC, Alaska Head Start Association, Alaska Infant 
Learning Program Association, Best Beginnings, Parents as Teachers State Office and thread.  
AECAG strongly urges the Alaska Legislature to expand Medicaid in July 2015 for the benefit 
of Alaskans and the Alaska economy. As Early Childhood Advocates, we understand that “This 
is the Right Thing To Do!” 

Nearly 42,000 of our fellow Alaskans will be eligible for health coverage under Medicaid 
expansion. Expansion improves health outcomes by reducing the number of uninsured Alaskans 
by half, improving preventative and primary care access, and providing substance abuse 
treatment and mental health counseling. 

Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid reform. We are pleased to 
hear that the Department of Health & Human Services has issued an RFP for technical assistance 
related to reform efforts. Though reform of the current Medicaid program should be of utmost 
importance, reform efforts should not delay health care coverage for those Alaskans who would 
be eligible for Medicaid under expansion. 

Alaska Early Childhood Advocacy Group endorses Medicaid expansion, recognizing we all have 
an interest in ensuring that Alaskans are as productive as possible so they can contribute to our 
communities and economy. 

Sincerely, 

Margaret Bauer 
Chair, AECAG 
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ALASKA FEDERATION OF NATIVES, INC. 
2013 ANNUAL CONVENTION 

RESOLUTION 13-18 

TITLE: A RESOLUTION URGING THE GOVERNOR AND THE ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 
TO ENSURE THAT THE FULL IMPACT OF POTENTIAL MEDICAID EXPANSION IS 
CONSIDERED AND TO TAKE COMPLETE ADVANTAGE OF FEDERAL RESOURCES TO 
EXPAND MEDICAID COVERAGE TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH OF ALASKANS AND TO 
IMPROVE THE ALASKAN ECONOMY 

WHEREAS: The Alaska Federation of Natives (AFN) is the largest statewide Native 
organization in Alaska and its membership includes 118 federally-recognized 
tribes, 133 village corporations, 13 regional corporations, and 11 regional 
nonprofit and tribal consortiums that contract and run federal and state 
programs; and 

WHEREAS:  The mission of AFN is to enhance and promote the cultural, economic, and 
political voice of the entire Alaska Native community; and 

WHEREAS: Alaska has the option to expand Medicaid benefits by increasing the income 
eligibility level to 138% of the federal poverty level; and 

WHEREAS: Independent analyses indicate significant benefits to individual Alaskans and to 
the Alaskan economy; and 

WHEREAS: Approximately 40,000 more Alaskans (including 16,000 Alaska Natives and 
American Indians) would be covered by Medicaid; and 

WHEREAS: The increase in eligible beneficiaries would provide increased access to care, 
patient travel and services that individuals are not able to afford, such as glasses, 
certain dental and other procedures; and 

WHEREAS: Increasing access to care leads to healthier Alaskans; and 

WHEREAS: The State would receive $1.1 billion in federal revenues for the first seven years 
of implementation (2014-2020) for a net state contribution of $23.4 million 
($90.7 million minus $67.3 in offsets); and 

WHEREAS: 4,000 new jobs would be created with $1.2 billion in Alaskan wages and salaries 
throughout Alaska (2014-2020); and 
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WHEREAS: The multiplier effect of additional resources will benefit the State economy and 
all Alaskans by an estimated $2.49 billion in increased economic activity 
throughout Alaska (2014-2020); and 

WHEREAS: Medicaid expansion would benefit health care providers and payers, who are 
effectively required to subsidize care for uninsured and underinsured patients as 
well as businesses and other patients who support those subsidies through 
higher premiums, deductibles and copays. The uninsured and underinsured 
patients now seek care in the most expensive settings, often after their condition 
has become more serious and complicated than it would have been if they had 
access to primary care; and  

WHEREAS: The federal match to the State of Alaska would be 100% for 2014-2016, then 
gradually transition to 90% by 2020 and beyond; and 

WHEREAS: This federal match is consistent with the federal match for other programs 
(roads at 9%; runways at 5%); and 

WHEREAS: The State has the option of Medicaid Expansion authorization contingent upon 
receiving a federal match rate of at least 90%; and 

WHEREAS: The State has the option of various Medicaid Expansion demonstration projects 
it may also consider 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the delegates to the 2013 Annual Convention of the 
Alaska Federation of Natives Inc., that  that the Alaska Federation of Natives 
urges the Governor and the Alaska Legislature to continue their efforts to 
conduct responsible, thorough analyses of potential models for implementing 
Medicaid expansion to determine their full potential impact on Alaska, including 
potential improvement to the health status of Alaskans who currently lack 
sufficient health coverage, enhanced support to businesses involved in the 
health care industry, the multiplier effect on Alaska’s economy, the potential 
ability to reduce or eliminate cross-subsidies for health care now provided to the 
uninsured and underinsured and financing models for Alaska 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska Federation of Natives urges the Governor and the 
Alaska State Legislature to adopt Medicaid expansion effective January 1, 2014 
so that so that Alaska residents can benefit from the services at the earliest 
opportunity. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall be the policy of AFN until it is withdrawn or 
modified by subsequent resolution. 

SUBMITTED BY:  COUNCIL FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF ALASKA NATIVES 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:     DO PASS 
CONVENTION ACTION: 



















































Alaska Nurses Association 
3701 E. Tudor Road, Suite 208 

Anchorage, Alaska 99507 
(907) 274-0827 

www.aknurse.org 

March 16, 2015 

Governor Bill Walker 
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Dear Governor Walker, 

The Alaska Nurses Association strongly urges the Alaska Legislature to expand Medicaid in July 2015 for the benefit of 
Alaskans and the Alaska economy.  

Nearly 42,000 of our fellow Alaskans will be eligible for health coverage under Medicaid expansion. Expansion improves 
health outcomes by reducing the number of uninsured Alaskans by half, improving preventative and primary care access, and 
providing substance abuse treatment and mental health counseling. 

There are significant economic benefits associated with Medicaid expansion, bringing more than $1 billion in new federal 
revenue to our state, 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion more in wages and salaries paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased 
economic activity over the first five years. We should view Medicaid expansion as an economic driver that will positively 
impact our state’s economy as we are faced with declining oil prices and the resulting budget challenges. 

In addition to new federal revenue, savings to the state budget have also been identified in the Department of Corrections, the 
Chronic & Acute Medical Assistance (CAMA) Program and behavioral health grants. In FY2016, the state would realize $6.1 
million in savings. Medicaid expansion is healthy for Alaskans and healthy for the state’s budget. We encourage the continued 
internal evaluation to identify other potential savings and offsets attributable to expansion and reform. 

Federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population through 2016 and will transition to 90% in 
2020 and beyond. We support your position that Alaska’s participation is contingent on the federal match remaining at 90%. 

Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid reform. We are pleased to hear that the Department of 
Health & Human Services has issued an RFP for technical assistance related to reform efforts. Though reform of the current 
Medicaid program should be of utmost importance, reform efforts should not delay health care coverage for those Alaskans 
who would be eligible for Medicaid under expansion. 

The Alaska Nurses Association endorses Medicaid expansion, recognizing we all have an interest in ensuring that Alaskans are 
as productive as possible so they can contribute to our communities and economy. 

Sincerely, 

Donna Phillips, BSN, RN  Jane Erickson, RN, CCRN 
Labor Council Chair Vice President, Board of Directors 
Alaska Nurses Association Alaska Nurses Association 

Arlene Briscoe, RN-BC 
Legislative Chair 
Alaska Nurses Association 



Alaska Nurses Association 
3701 E. Tudor Road, Suite 208 

Anchorage, Alaska 99507 
(907) 274-0827 

www.aknurse.org 

Alaska Nurses Association 
Resolutions Supporting Medicaid Expansion 

Resolution 2014-1: Be it resolved that the following are priorities for the Alaska Nurses Association’s education 
and advocacy activities for October 2014 to October 2015: 

Working to ensure that all Alaskans have access to affordable health insurance, including expanding 
Medicaid and Denali KidCare financial eligibility criteria.  

Resolution 2014-3: Whereas 53% of pregnancies in Alaska are unintended, and over 64% of the births resulting 
from those pregnancies are paid by Denali Kid Care. This resulted in state costs of $29 million in 2006. 
Furthermore, 26% of these unintended pregnancies result in abortions. 
Whereas, supporting low-income Alaskans’ access to birth control, a Medicaid family planning program could 
prevent unintended pregnancies, saving the state of Alaska millions of dollars. 
Whereas, Medicaid family planning program provides family planning services – including pap smears, some STD 
screening, and birth control – to every woman whose pregnancy or abortion care would otherwise be paid by the 
state through Denali Kid Care if they were to get pregnant.  
Whereas a Medicaid family planning program could be funded 90% federally with a 10% state match, and the 
federal-state partnership prohibits providing any abortion coverage. 
Whereas, in states as diverse as Alabama, Arkansas, California, Oregon and South Carolina, successful programs 
have each saved over $15 million in a single year by implementing a Medicaid family planning program.  
Whereas, on average, for every $1 spent on birth control services, $5.68 is saved in pregnancy care costs. 
Whereas, the program would cost about $1 million in state funds the first year, it could potentially save over $9.9 
million in state Denali Kid Care unintended pregnancy care costs during the same year, resulting in a net savings to 
the state budget of $8.9 million per year. 

Therefore be it resolved that the Alaska Nurses Association advocates for the Governor or Legislature to 
apply for a State Plan Amendment (SPA) to bring needed access to family planning services.  
Therefore be it further resolved that the Alaska Nurses Association advocates for legislation and funding to 
increase this program to families at 200% of poverty income level. 

The Alaska Nurses Association strongly endorses Medicaid 
expansion and a Medicaid State Plan Amendment for 
family planning services, for the benefit of Alaskans and 
the Alaskan economy, recognizing we all have an interest 
in ensuring that Alaskans are as productive as possible so 
they can contribute to our communities and economy.   

The Alaska Nurses Association serves to advance and support the profession of nursing. The Alaska Nurses Association’s core 
purpose includes working for improvement of health standards and promoting access to health care services for all Alaskans. 



E-mail: akphrmcy@alaska.net 

203 W. 15th Ave., Suite 100  Anchorage, Alaska  99501   (907) 563-8880  (907) 563-7880 

Alaska Pharmacists Association 

April 8, 2015 

Alaska State Senate and House of Representatives     
State Capitol Room  
Juneau, AK  99801 

On behalf of the Alaska Pharmacists Association (AKPhA), I would like to weigh in on the 
subject of Medicaid expansion in Alaska.  

There have been several large financial analyses of this issue. A majority of these analyses have 
shown a significant POSITIVE FINANCIAL IMPACT for both the private sector and for the 
State of Alaska. For example, if Medicaid expansion were enacted in Alaska it, has been 
projected that we will see an increase of approximately 4,000 new jobs, $2.5 billion in economic 
activity, $1.2 billion in salaries and wages, and an increase in medical care for over 40,000 lower 
income residents. Despite these staggeringly positive economic and social impacts, the actual 
increase in Medicaid expenditures by the State of Alaska have been projected at only a 1.4% 
increase of total Medicaid costs. 

Besides the positive financial impact of Medicaid expansion for the State of Alaska, there is a 
strong argument that can be made from a social welfare perspective. Many religious, social 
advocacy, medical and other groups, both liberal and conservative, have advocated for Medicaid 
expansion from this perspective alone. The AKPhA joins in the argument that Medicaid 
expansion is the right thing to do socially. 

The 200 members of the AKPhA have discussed the issue of Medicaid expansion at length at our 
recent annual AKPhA Convention in February, 2015. An overwhelming majority of the members 
of the AKPhA voiced strong support in favor of Medicaid expansion in Alaska.  

The Pharmacists of the Alaska Pharmacists Association are dedicated to providing safe and 
appropriate medication treatment for the residents of our great state. Medicaid expansion 
provides a venue to increase medication access to those in needs while also improving our 
economy in a way that won’t negatively impact the state government’s budget. Please consider 
the many positive aspects of Medicaid expansion during your deliberations and votes on this 
critical matter to the future of the State of Alaska.  

Thank you for your time, 

Dan Nelson, PharmD. 
President 
Alaska Pharmacists Association   

AKPhA 





































































April 8,2015

The Honorable Senator Lyman Hoffman
State Senate
Alaska State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Hoffman,

The Bethel Chamber of Commerce strongly urges the Alaska Legislature to expand
Medicaid in July 2015 for the benefit of Alaskans and the Alaska economy.

Nearly 42,000 of our fellow Alaskans will be eligible for health coverage under Medicaid
expansion. Expansion improves health outcomes by reducing the number of uninsured
Alaskans by half, improving preventative and primary care access, and providing
substance abuse treatment and mental health counseling.

There are significant economic benefits associated with Medicaid expansion, which will
bring more than $1 billion in new federal revenue to our state, 4,000 new jobs, $1.2
billion more in wages and salaries paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased
economic activity over the first five years. We should view Medicaid expansion as an
economic driver that will positively impact our state's economy as we are faced with
declining oil prices and the resulting budget challenges.

In addition to new federal revenue, savings to the state budget have also been identified
in the Department of Corrections, the Chronic & Acute Medical Assistance (CAMA)
Program and behavioral health grants. In FY2016, the state would realize $6.1 million in
savings. Medicaid expansion is healthy for Alaskans and healthy for the state's budget.
We encourage the continued internal evaluation to identify other potential savings and
offsets attributable to expansion and reform.

Federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population
through 2016 and will transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond. We support Governor
Walker's position that Alaska's participation is contingent on the federal match
remaining at 90%.



~:::edicaidexnansion will serve as a catalvst for meanin!Zful Medicaid reform. We are
-~~aseQto hear that the Denartment of Health & Human Services has issued an RFP for
::!Jll1cai assistance reiated to reform efforts. Thou~h reform of the current Medicaid

~~iogramshouid be of utmost importance, reform efforts should not delay health care
coverage for those Alaskans who would be eligible for Medicaid under expansion.

The Bethel Chamber of Commerce endorses Medicaid expansion, recognizing we all
have an interest in ensuring that Alaskans are as productive as possible so they can
~8'1tribute to our communities and economy.

Sincerely,
llu !l 'j'! t'..J?j l' k{llrAU{t\ ....JLP{uv

Milanna Shear
President
Bethel Chamber of Commerce



April 8, 2015

The Honorable Rep. Bob Herron
House of Representatives
Alaska State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Herron,

The Bethel Chamber of Commerce strongly urges the Alaska Legislature to expand
Medicaid in July 2015 for the benefit of Alaskans and the Alaska economy.

Nearly 42,000 of our fellow Alaskans will be eligible for health coverage under Medicaid
expansion. Expansion improves health outcomes by reducing the number of uninsured
Alaskans by half, improving preventative and primary care access, and providing
substance abuse treatment and mental health counseling.

There are significant economic benefits associated with Medicaid expansion, which will
bring more than $1 billion in new federal revenue to our state, 4,000 new jobs, $1.2
billion more in wages and salaries paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased
economic activity over the first five years. We should view Medicaid expansion as an
economic driver that will positively impact our state's economy as we are faced with
declining oil prices and the resulting budget challenges.

In addition to new federal revenue, savings to the state budget have also been identified
in the Department of Corrections, the Chronic & Acute Medical Assistance (CAMA)
Program and behavioral health grants. In FY2016, the state would realize $6.1 million in
savings. Medicaid expansion is healthy for Alaskans and healthy for the state's budget.
We encourage the continued internal evaluation to identify other potential savings and
offsets attributable to expansion and reform.

Federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion population
through 2016 and will transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond. We support Governor
Walker's position that Alaska's participation is contingent on the federal match
remaining at 90%.



Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid reform. Weare
pleased to hear that the Department of Health & Human Services has issued an RFP for
technical assistance related to reform efforts. Though reform of the current Medicaid
program should be of utmost importance, reform efforts should not delay health care
coverage for those Alaskans who would be eligible for Medicaid under expansion.

The Bethel Chamber of Commerce endorses Medicaid expansion, recognizing we all
have an interest in ensuring that Alaskans are as productive as possible so they can
contribute to our communities and economy.

Sincerely,

Ir~1, Ii 0l':'1tJ.~(-0tVlllfJUte~(.,.
Milanna Shear
President
Bethel Chamber of Commerce
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Resolution # 2015-4

TITLE: A RESOLUTION URGING THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE TO
EXP AND MEDICAID COVERAGE TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH OF
ALASKANS AND TO IMPROVE THE ALASKAN ECONOMY.

WHEREAS, nearly 42,000 of our family members, friends and neighbors have the
opportunity to gain health care coverage under expansion; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will improve health outcomes by reducing the number
of uninsured Alaskans by half, improving preventive and primary care access, providing
substance abuse treatment and mental health counseling, and reducing the mortality rate;
and

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion brings over $1 billion in new federal revenue into
Alaska over the first five years; and

WHEREAS, studies project expansion will likely yield 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion more
in wages and salaries paid to Alaskans, and $2.49 billion in increased economic activity
throughout the state; and

WHEREAS, with expansion the State would save $6.1 million in FY20 16 by using
federal funds to pay for health services currently paid for with state general funds; and,

WHEREAS, federal funds will pay for 100% of services provided to the expansion
popUlation through 2016 and will transition to 90% in 2020 and beyond; and

WHEREAS, the State's continued participation is contingent upon maintaining the 90%
match; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will significantly reduce the burden of uncompensated
care, which was over $90 million at non-tribal Alaska hospitals in 2013; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion will serve as a catalyst for meaningful Medicaid
reform; and

WHEREAS, leveraging the federal resources that come with expansion is the State's
biggest opportunity to finance reform efforts; and



WHEREAS, the State has the option of various Medicaid expansion demonstration
projects it may also consider as part of reform; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Bethel Chamber of Commerce endorses
Medicaid expansion, recognizing we all have an interest in ensuring that Alaskans are as
productive as possible so they can contribute to our communities and economy; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Bethel Chamber of Commerce strongly urges
the Alaska Legislature to expand Medicaid for the benefit of Alaskans and the Alaska
economy to take effect in July 2015 and, though reform efforts should be of utmost
importance, this work should not delay health care coverage for those Alaskans who
would be eligible for Medicaid under expansion.
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