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Date:  March 5, 2015

Re: S8 41

Fam a Licetsed Clircal Psyehoiog st | have heen practcing v Aaskz o 2« vears | am pas
Presinent of the tlzska Fsychologieat Assce atior . | currerty serve as t- 2 Ylaska Legisiz ve
Ligisen | hava bee involved n the governance of the professional guin ‘or e 283! 5 veas
Fam writing today ragard ny S8 41

As a practicing health care professional i cara ceeply about the el ke rg and safety of tha
patients | serve. | care about my profession and preserving the abiliy 10 orzctize according
my traming and education.
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| also care about my own rigits to privacy and safety. | want to thank the ccmmittee “or ta <ing
| time 10 seriously lock at the issues related tc SB41.

A very careful balance needs to exist between the “vunerable public” anc thoss of us who are

" willing to work with emotionally disturbed & unstable people. Forgoiter ir sore of this rhetoric
is the fact that WE are the safety net for the public. This balance has w3 «ed quaie a2l under

. the current licensing process for the last 52 vears.

| Given the fact that *here are no cases of harm arising from the lack of bs skaraurd checks on
psychologists, | would encourage the committee to ca "efully weigh the pctential for unintendes
consequences of a rushed piece of legisiation. | would ask that the braces bz applied sc that
all parties can reach a consensus regarding what is best to protect the /1. ne-shle puolic.

Further, itis my hope that any reguiations drafted as a result of S8 41 dEo0ming law
appropriately balance the grotection of the publ ¢ with the rights of pracsit or 27 2n0 your
thoughtful celiberations will help inform that process | am aware there has beer testimon /by
tne licensing board indicating there are no plans to require backgrounc ct ecits bayonad irit al
licensure. Accordingly, | strengly support amending tre bill by requiring fingerprinting for ir itiz
licensure only.
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