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The Slates signatory to the present Convention,

Desiring 1o improve co-operalion among Stales for the international recovery of child support and

other forms of family maintenance,

Aware of the need for procedures which produce results and are accessible, prompl, efficient, cost-

aifective, responsive and fair,

Wishing lo build upon the best features of existing Hague Conventions and other internationat

instruments, in parlicular the United Nations Convention on the Recovery Abroad of Maintenance of

20 June 1956, '

Seeking to take advantage of advances in technologles and to create a flexible system which can

confinue to evolve as needs change and {urther advances in technology cresie new opportunilies,

Recalling that, in accordance with Articles 3 and 27 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of

the Child of 20 November 1989,

- in all actions concerning children the best interests of the child shali be a primary consideration,

- every child has a right to a standard of living adequale for the child’s physical, mental, spiritual,
moral and social development,

- the parent(s) or others responsible for the child have the primary respansibility o secure, within
their abilities and financial capacities, the conditions of fiving nacessary for the child's
development, and

- Stales Parlies should take all appropriale measures, Including the conclusion of international
agreements, lo secure the recovery of maintenance for the child from the parent{s) or other
responsible persons, in particular where such persons live in a State different from that of the
child, )

Have resolved to conclude this Conventlon and have agreed upon the following provisions -

CHAPTER 1 — OBJECT, SCOPE AND DEFINITIONS

Asticle 1
Object

The object of the present Convention is to ensure the effective international recovery of chitd support

and other forms of family maintenance, in particular by =

a}  establishing a comprehensive system of co-operalion belween the authorilies of the
Contracting States;

b making available applications for the establishment of maintenance decisions;

¢} providing for the recognition and enforcement of maintenance decisions: and

d}  requiring effecive measures for the prompl enforcement of mainienance dacisions,

! This Convention, including related materials, is accessible on (e website of the Hague Conference on Private
Inlernational Law {www hcoh nel), under “Conventions®. For lhe full history of the Convention, see Hague
Conference an Privale International Law, Proceedings of ihe Twenly-First Session [to be published].
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Arlicle 2
Scope

This Convention shall apply -

a)  lo mainlenance obligations arising from a parent-child relationship towards a person
under the age of 21 years;

B} to recognition and enforcement or enforcement of a dacision for spousatl support when
the application is made with a claim within the scope of sub-paragraph a}; and

¢} with the exception of Chaplers it and 11, to spousal suppon.

Any Contracling Slate may reserve, in accordance with Article 62, the right to limit the

application of the Convention under sub-paragraph 1 a), 1o persons who have not altained the

age of 18 years. A Conlracting Stale which makes this reservation shall not be entilled to claim

the application of the Convention to persons of the age excluded by Hs reservation,

Any Contracling Stale may declare In accordance with Article 63 that it wil extend the

application of the whole or any part of the Conventlion to any maintenance obligation arising

from a family relationship, parenlage, marrlage or affinity, including in particular obligations In

respect of vulnerable persans. Any such declaration shall give rise to obligations between two

Contracting States only in so far as their declarations covar the same maintenance obligations

and parts of the Convention,

The provisions of this Convention shall apply to children regardless of the marital status of the

parents.

Article 3
Definitions

For the purposes of this Convention ~

a)
b
)

d
o}

Q)
(2}

{3}

“ereditor” means an individual to whom maintenance is owed or is alleged to be owed;

“debtor" means an individual who owes or who is alleged lo owe maintenance;

‘legal assistance” means the assistance necessary to enable applicants to know and asserl

their righls and to ensure that applications are fully and effectively dealt with in the requesled

State. The means of providing such assislance may include as necessary legal advice,

assistance In bringing a case before an authority, legal representation and exemption from

costs of proceedings;

“agreement In writing” means an agreement recorded in any medium, the infarmation contained

in which is accessible s as o be usable for subsaequent reference;

“mainlenance arrangement” means an agreement in wiling relating to the payment of

mairdenance which —

i has been formally drawn up or registered as an authentic instrument by a competent
aulhorily; or

i} has been authenlicated by, or concluded, registered or filed wilh a compelent aulhority,
and may be the subject of review and modification by a competent autharity;

“vulnerable person” means a person who, by reason of an impairment or insufficiency of his or

her personal faculties, is not able to support him or herself.

CHAPTER Il -- ADMINISTRATIVE CO-0PERATION

Article 4
Designation of Central Authorilies

A Conlracling State shall designale a Central Autharily to discharge the duties that are imposed
by the Convention on such an authorily.

Federal Stales, Slales with more than one system of law or States having autonomous
territorial units shall be free to appoint more than one Central Authority and shall specify the
territorial or personal extent of their funclions. Where a State has appointed more than cne
Central Authosity, it shall designate the Central Authorily to which any communication may be
addressed for transmission to the appropriate Central Authorily withir that State.

The designation of the Central Authority or Centrat Authorities, their contact delails, and where
appropriate the extent of thelr functions as specified in paragraph 2, shalt be communicated by
a Contracting Stale o (he Permanent Bureau of the Hague Conference on Private Intemational
Law at the ime when the instrument of ratification or accession Is deposited or when a



declaration is submitted in accordance with Arlicle 61. Conlracting States shalt prompily inform
the Permanent Bureau of any changes,

Aricle 5
General functions of Central Authorities

Central Authorities shall -

a)
b)

M
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co-operale wilh each olher and promole co-operation amongst the compeltent authorities in
their States lo achieve the purposes of the Convention:
seek as far as possibie solutions o difficuities which arise in the application of the Convention.

Atticle 6
Specific functions of Central Aulhorities

Cenlral Authorities shall provide assistance in relation to applications under Chapter Ili, In

particutar fhey shalt -

al  transmit and receive such applications;

b} initiate or faciiitate the instilution of proceedings in respect of such applications.

In relation to such applications they shall take all appropriate measures -

a)  where the circumstances require, to provide or facilitate the provisian of legal assistanse;

B to help locate the deblor or the creditor;

¢} lo help oblain relevant information conceming the income and, if necessary, other
financial circumstancas of the deblor or creditor, inctuding the location of assets;

d}  lo encourage amicable solulions with a view to oblaining voluntary payment of
tmainlenance, where suitable by use of mediation, conciliation or similar processes:

e) o facilitate the ongoing enforcement of maintenance decisions, including any arrears;

f} to facilitate the coltection and expeditious transfer of maintenance payments;

g)  tofaciiitate the oblaining of documentary or other evidence;

h}  to provide assistance in eslablishing parentage where necessary for the recovery of
maintenance;

i lo initiate or facilitate the institution of proceedings to obtain any necessary provisional
measures that are {erritorial in nalure and the purpose of which is 1o secure the oulcome
of a pending maintenance application;

A {o facilitate service of documents.

The funclions of the Central Authority under this Arlicle may, 1o the extent permilted under the
law of its State, be performed by public bodles, or ether bodies subject to the supervision of the
competent authorities of that State. The designation of any such public badies or ather badies,
as well as their contact details and the extent of their functions, shall be communicated by a
Contracting Slate to the Permanent Bureau of the Hague Conference on Private Intemalional
Law. Contracting Stales shall promplly inform the Permanent Bureau of any changes.

Nothing In this Article or Articla 7 shall be interpreted as imposing an abligation on & Central
Authority to exercise powers that can be exercised only by judicial authorities under the taw of
the requesled State.

Arlicle 7
Requests for specific measures

A Central Authorily may make a request, supporled by reasons, to another Central Authority to
take appropriate specific measures under Arlicle 6(2) bj, ¢), g}, h), i) and §) when no application
under Article 10 is pending. The requested Central Authorily shall take such measures as are
appropriate if salisfied that they are necessary to assist a polential applicant in making an
application under Ariicle 10 or in determining whether such an application should be iniliated.

A Cenlral Authorily may also lake specific measures on the request of anather Central Authorliy
in relation to a case having an international element congerming the recovery of maintenance
pending int the requasting State,
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Arlicle 8
Central Authority costs

Each Central Authority shall bear its own costs in applying this Convention.

Central Authorities may not impose any charge on an applicamt for the provision of their
services under the Convention save for exceptional costs arising from a request for a speacliic
measurg under Arlicle 7,

The requested Central Authority may not recover the costs of the services referred to In
paragraph 2 without the prior cansent of the applicant 1o the provision of those services at stich
cost.

CHAPTER Il ~ APPLICATIONS THROUGH CENTRAL AUTHORITIES

Arlicle 9
Application through Central Authorilies

An application under this Chapter shall be made through the Central Authority of the Contracling
Stale in which the applicant resides o the Central Authority of the requested Stale. For the purpose of
this provision, residence excludes mere presence,

1)

@
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Article 10
Available applications

The following calegories of application shall be avaitable to a credilor in a requesting State

seaking lo recover maintenance under this Convention —

a) recognition or recognition and enforcement of a decision;

b)  enforcement of a decision made or recognised in the requesled Slate;

) establishment of a decision In the requested State where there is no existing decision,
including where necessary the establishment of parentage;

d)  establishmen! of a decision in the requested Stale where recognition and enforcement of
a decision Is not possible, or is refused, because of the lack of a basis for recognition
and enforcement under Arlicle 20, or on the grounds specified in Article 22 b) or e

e}  maodification of a decision made in the requested State:
modification of a decision made in a State other than the requested State.

The following categories of applicalion shalt be avaitable to a deblor In a requesting State

against whom there is an existing maintenance decision «

a)  recognition of a decision, or an equivalemt procedure leading to the suspension, or
timiting the enforcement, of a previous decision in the requested Stale;

b}  modification of a decision made in the requested State;

¢} modification of a dacision made in a State other than the requested Stale.

Save as otherwise provided in this Convention, the applications in paragraphs 1 and 2 shali be

determined under the law of the requested State, and applications in paragraphs 1 ¢} to §) and

2 b) and ¢) shall be subject lo the jurisdictional rules applicable in the requested State.

Articie 114
Applicalion contents

All appfications under Arlicle 10 shall as a minimum nclude —

a)  astatement of the nature of the applicalion or applications:

b)  the name and conlacl delails, including the address and date of birth of the applicant;

¢}  the name and, if known, address and date of birth of the respondent;

d}  the name and date of birth of any person for whom maintenance is sought;

e} the grounds upon which the applicalion is based;

’ in an application by a creditor, information concerning where the maintenance payment
should be sent or elecironically transmitled;

@  save in an application under Aricle 10(1} 8} and (2} a}, any information or document
spectfied by declaration in accordance with Article 63 by the requested Stale;

h)  the name and contact delails of the person or unit from the Central Authorily of the
requesling State responsible for processing the application,



(2)

3

)

(1)

2)

(3)

{4)
&)

(6)
7
(&

8)

As appropriate, and to the extent known, the application shall in addition in particutar include —~

a)  the financial cireumstances of the creditor;

b)  the financial circumstances of the deblor, including the name and address of the
employer of the debtor and the nalure and localion of the assets of the debior:

¢} eny other information that may assist with the location of ihe respondent,

The application shall be accompanied by any necessary supporting information or

documentatlon including documentation concerning the entillement of the applicant to free legal

assistance. In the case of applications under Article 10(1) a) and (2) a), the apptication shall be

ascompanied only by the documents listed in Asticle 25,

An application under Article 10 may be made in the form recommended and published by the

Hague Confarence on Private Inlemational Law.

Article 12
Transmission, receipt and processing of applications and
cases through Central Authorities

The Cenlral Authority of the requesting State shall assist the applicant In ensuring that the
application is accompanied by alf the information and documents known by it to be necessary
for consideration of {he application.

The Cenlral Authority of the requesting State shall, when satisfied that the application complies
with the requirementis of the Convention, transmit the application on behalf of and with the
consent of the applicant to the Central Authority of the requested Stale. The application shall be
accompanied by the transmittal form set out in Annex 1. The Cenlral Authority of the requesting
State shall, when requested by the Central Authority of the requested State, provide a complete
copy certified by the competent authority in the State of origin of any document specified under
Arlicles 16(3), 25(1) a), b} and d) and {3} b) and 30(3).

The requested Central Authorily shall, within six weeks from the date of receipt of the
application, acknowledge receipt in the form sel out in Annex 2, and inform the Cenltral
Authorily of the requesting State what initial sieps have been or will be taken to deal will the
applicalion, and may request any further necessary documents and information. Within the
same six-week period, the requasted Central Autherity shall provide to the requesting Ceniral
Autharity the name and contact details of the person or unit responsible for responding io
inquiries regarding the progress of the application. ‘

Within three months after the acknowledgement, the requested Cenltral Authorily shalt inform
the requesting Central Authorily of the stalus of the application.

Requesting and requested Central Authorities shall keep each other informed of —

a)  the peison or unil responsible for a particular case;

B the progress of the case,

and shall provide timely responses (o enquiries,

Central Authorlties shall process a case as quickly as a proper consideration of the issues will
allow.

Central Authorities shall employ the most rapid and efficient means of communicalion at their
dispasat.

A requested Central Authority may refuse to process an application only if it is manifest fhat the
requirements of the Convenlion are not fulfilied. In such case, that Central Authority shalt
promptly inform the requesting Cenlral Autharily of its reasons for refusal,

The requesled Central Authority may not reject an application solely on the basis that additional
documents or information are needed. However, the requested Ceniral Authorily may ask the
requesting Central Authorily 1o provide these addiional documents or information. H the
requesting Centrat Authorily does not do so within three months or 3 longer period specified by
the requested Central Authotily, the requested Central Authority may decide that it will no
longer process the application. In this case, it shall inform the requesting Cenfral Authority of
this dacision.

Article 13
Means of communication

Any application made through Central Authorlties of the Contracting Stales in accordance with this
Chapler, and any document or information appended thereto or provided by a Ceniral Authority, may
not be challenged by the respondent by reason only of the medium or means of communication
employed belween the Central Authorities concerned.
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Article 14
Effective access {0 procedures

The requested State shall provide applicants with effective access to procedures, including
enforcement and appeal procedures, arising from applications under this Chapter.

To provide such elfective access, the requested State shall provide free legai assislance in
accordance with Arlicles 14 10 17 unless paragraph 3 applies.

The requested Slate shall not be obliged 1o pravide such free Jegal assislance if and to the
extenl that the procedures of that State enable the applicant 1o make the case without the need
for such assistance, and the Central Authorily provides such services as are necessary free of
charge,

Entitlements to free legal assistance shall not be less than those available in equivalent
domeslic cases,

No securily, bond or deposit, however described, shall be required to guarantee the payment of
costs and expenses in proceedings under the Convenlion,

Articte 15
Free legal assistance for child support applications

The requested Stale shall provide free legal assistance in respect of all applications by a
creditar under this Chapter concerning maintenance obligations arising from a parent-child
refationship towards a person under the age of 21 years.

Notwithstanding paragraph 1, the requested Slate may, in relation to applications other than
those under Article 10(1) a) and b} and the cases covered by Article 20(4), refuse free lagal
assistance if it considers that, on the merits, the application or any appeal is manifestly
unfounded.

Article 16
Declaration to permit use of chiid-centred means lest

Notwithstanding Article 15(1), a Stale may declare, In accordance with Arficle 63, that it will
provide free legal assistance in respect of applications other than under Aslicle H¥1) a) and b}
and the cases covered by Article 20(4), subject o a test based on an assessmenl of the means
of the child,

A State shall, at the time of making such a declaration, provide information to the Permanent
Bureau of the Hague Conference on Private Inlernational Law concerning the manner in which
the assessment of the child's means will be carried out, including the finandial criteria which
would need 1o be met to satisly the test.

An application referred lo in paragraph 1, addressed to a Stale which has made the declaration
referred o in that paragraph, shall include a formal atlestation by the applicant stating that the
child’s means meel the criteria referred to In paragraph 2. The requested Slate may only
request further evidence of the child's means if it has reasonable grounds to believe that the
information provided by the applicant is inaccurale,

If the most favourable legal assistance provided for by the law of the requested State in respect
of applications under this Chapler concerning maintenance abligalions arising from a parent-
child relationship towards a child is more favourable than that provided for under paragraphs 1
to 3, the most favourable legal assistance shall be provided,

Atticte 17
Applications not qualifying under Adicle 15 or Adticle 16

In the case of all appiications under this Convention other than those under Article 15 or Article 16 —

a)
b

the provision of free legal assistance may be made subject to a means or a merits test:

an applicant, who in the Stale of origin has benefited from free fegal assistance, shall be
antitted, in any proceedings for recognition or enforcement, to benefil, al fgast fo the same
extent, from free legal assistance as provided for by the law of the State addressed under the
same circumstonces.
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CHAPYER IV ~ RESTRICTIONS ON BRINGING PROCEEDINGS

Article 18
Limit on proceedings

Where a decision is made in a Contracling Slate where the craditor is habitually resident,
proceedings to modify the decision or to make a new decision cannot be brought by the deblor
in any other Contracting State as long as the creditor remains habitually resident in the State
where the decision was made.

Paragraph 1 shall not apply ~

a)  where, except in dispules relaling to maintenance obilgations in respect of chiidren, there
is agreement in writing between the parties to the jurisdiction of that other Contracting
State;

b} where the creditor submits to the jurisdiclion of that other Contracting State either
expressly or by defending on the marits of the case withoul objecting to the jurisdiction at
the first available epportunity;

¢} where the compelent authorily in the State of origin cannol, or refuses to, exercise
jurisdiction to modify the decision or make a new decision: or

d)  where the decision made in the State of origin cannot be recognised or declared
enforceable in the Contracling State whare proceedings to modify the decision or make a
naw degision are contemplated,

CHAPTER V = RECOGNITION AND ENFORGEMENT

Ardicle 19
Scope of the Chapler

This Chapler shall apply to a decision rendered by a judicial or administrative authority in
respect of a maintenance obligation. The term “decision” also includes a seltlement or
agreement concluded before or approved by such an authorily. A decision may Include
automatic adjustment by indexation and a requirement to pay arrears, retroactive maintenance
or interast and a determination of cosls or expenses,

If a decision does not telale solely to a maintenance obligalion, the effect of this Chapter is
limited to the parts of the decision which concern maintenance cbligations.

For the purpose of paragraph 1, “adminisiralive authority” means a public body whose
gecisions, under the law of the State where it is established -

&} may be made the subject of an appeal to or review by a judicial authorily, and

b)  have a similar force and effect to a decision of a judiclal authority on lhe same matter.
This Chapter also applies to maintenance arrangements in accordance with Article 30,

The provisions of this Chapler shall apply to a request for recognition and enforcement made
direclly to a compalent authority of the Stale addressed in accordance with Article 37,

Agticle 20
Bases for recognition and enforcement

A decision made in one Conlracting Stale (“the Slate of origin"y shalf be recognised and

enforced in other Contracting States if -

a)  the respondent was habitually resident in the Stale of origin at the time proceedings were
inslituled;

b}  the respondent has submilled to the jurisdiction elther expressly or by defending on the
merits of the case without objecting (o the jurisdiction at the first available opportunity;

¢} the creditor was habitually resident in the Stale of origin at the lime proceadings. were
instituted;

d)  the child for whom mainlenance was ordered was habilually resident in the Stale of
origin al the lime proceedings were instituted, provided that the respondent has lived with
the child in that State or has resided in thal State and provided support for the child
ihere;
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e} excepl in disputes relaling to maintenance obligations in respect of children, there has
been agreement ta the jurisdiction in writing by the parlies; or

] the decision was made by an authorily exercising jurisdiction on a matter of personal
status or parental responsibility, unless that jurisdiction was based solely on the
nationality of one of the parties.

A Conlracting Stale may make a reservation, in accordance wilh Arlicle 62, in respecl of

paragraph 1 ¢}, e) or B.

A Contracting State making a reservation under paragraph 2 shall racognise and enforce a

decision if its taw would In simifar faclual circumstances confer or would have conferred

jurisdiction on its authorilies to make such a decision.

A Contracting State shall, if recognition of a decision is not possible as a resull of a reservation

under paragraph 2, and if the debtor is habitually resident in that State, take all appropriale

measures o establish a decision for the benefit of the creditor. The preceding sentence shall

nol apply to direct requests for recognilion and enforcement under Arlicle 19(5} or lo claims for

support referred to in Articke 2(1) b).

A decision in favour of a child under the age of 18 years which cannot be recagnised by virlue

only of a reservation in respect of paragraph 1 ¢), e) or § shall be accepled as establishing the

eligibitity of that chitd for maintenance in the Slate addressed.

A decision shall he recognised only if it has efect in the State of origin, and shail be enforced

only if it is enforceable in the State of origin.

Article 21
Severabilily and partial recognition and enforcement

if the State addressed is unable io recognise or enforce the whole of the decision, it shall
recognise of enforce any severable parl of the decision which can be so recognised or
enforced.

Parlial recognition or enforcement of a decision can always be applied for.

Article 22
Grounds for refusing recognilion and enforcement

Recognilion ant enforcemen! of a decision may be refused if -

8)

b
¢}

d}

e

(1)
)

recognition and enforcement of the decision is manifestly incompatible with the public policy

{"ordre public™} of the Slate addressed:;

the decision was oblained by fraud in connection with a matier of procedure;

proceedings belween the same parties and having lhe same purpose are pending before an

authority of the State addressed and those proceedings were the first to be instituted;

the decision is incempatible with a declsion rendered between the same parlies and having the

same purpose, either in the State addressed or in another Slale, provided that this latter

decision fulfils the conditions necessary for its recognition and enforcement in the State

addressed,

in a case where the respondent has neither appeared nor was represented in proceedings in

the State of origin ~

f when the law of the State of origin provides for notice of proceedings, the respondent did
not have proper nolice of the proceedings and an opportunity to be heard; or

i when the law of the State of origin does not provide for nolice of the proceadings, the
respondent did not have proper notice of the decision and an opportunily to challenge of
appeal it on fact and taw: or

ihe decision was made in viokation of Arlicle 18.

Arlicte 23
Procedure or an application for recognition and enforcement

Subject to the provisions of the Convention, the procedures for recagnition and enforcement
shall be governed by the law of the Stale attressed.

Where an application for recognilion and enforcement of a decision has been made through
Central Aulhorilies in accordance with Chapter lll, the requested Centrat Authosity shall
promptly either —
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a)  refer the application to the competent authority which shall withouwt delay declare the
decision enforceable or register the decision for enforcement; or

b)  ifilis the competent authority lake such sleps itself,

Where the request is made direclly to a compelent authority in the State addressed in

accordance with Aricle 19(5}, thal authority shall without delay declare lhe decision

enforceable or register the decision for enforcement,

A declaration or regislration may be refused only on the ground set out in Aricle 22 8}, At this

stage neither the applicant nor the respandent is entitled to make any submissions.

The applicant and the respondent shall be promplly notified of the declaration or regisiration,

made under paragraphs 2 and 3, or the refusal theraof in accordance with paragraph 4, and

may bring a challenge or appeal on fact and on a point of law, :

A challenge or an appeal is to be lodged within 30 days of notification under paragraph §. If the

contesting party is not resident in the Contracting State in which the declaration or sagistration

was made or refused, the challenge or appeat shall be lodged within 60 days of notification,

A challenge or appeal may be founded only on the following ~

a}  1he grounds for refusing recognition and enforcement set out in Article 22;

b)  the bases for recognition and enforcement under Asticle 20

t)  the authenlicity or integrity of any decument transmilted in accordance with Article 25(1)
al blord or{3) b).

A challenge or an appeal by a respondent may also be founded on the fulfilment of the debt to

ihe extenl that the recognilion and enforcement relates to payments that fell due in the past,

The applicant and the respondent shall be promplly notified of the decision foltawing the

challenge or the appeal.

A further appeal, if permilted by the law of the State addressed, shall not have the effect of

staying the enforcement of the decision unless there are exceptional circumstances.

In taking any decision on recognition and enforcement, including any appeal, the competent

authority shall act expeditiously.

Aricle 24
Alternalive procedure on an application for
recognition and enforcement

Nolwithstanding Article 23(2) to (11), & State may declare, in accordance with Article 83, that it

will apply the procedure for recognition and enforcement sel out in this Article.

Where an application for recognition and enforcement of a deciston has been made through

Central Authorilies in accordance with Chapler Itl, the requested Central Authority shall

promptly either —

a)  refer the application to the competent authority which shall decide on the application for
recognition and enforcement; or

b} ifitis the competent authority, take such a decision iself,

A decision on recognilion and enforcement shall be given by the compelent authorily after the

respondent has been duly and promplly nolified of the proceedings and both parties have been

given an adequate opportunity 1o be heard.

The competent authorily may review the grounds for tefusing recognition and enforcement sei

out in Article 22 a), ¢} and dj of its own motion. It may review any grounds listed in Arlicles 20,

22 and 23(7) ¢j if raised by the respondent or if concerns refating to those grounds arise from

the face of Ihe documents submilied in accordance with Article 25.

A refusal of recognilion and enforcement may also be founded on the fulfilment of the debt to

the extent that the recognition and enforcement relates to payments that felf due in the past,

Any appeal, if permilled by the law of the State addressed, shall not have the effect of staying

{he enforcement of the decision unless there are exceplional circumstances.

In taking any decision on recognilion and enforcement, including any appeal, the competent

autherity shall act expediliously.

Arlicle 25
- Bocumenis

An application for recogniion and enforcement under Arficle 23 or Arlicle 24 shalt ba
accompanied by the following -

a8}  acomplete lext of the dacision:

b} adocument stating that the decision is enforceable in the Stale of origin and, in the case



of a decision by an administrative authority, a document stating that the requirements of
Article 19(3) are met unless thal State has specified in accordance with Ardicle 57 that
decisions of its administrative authorities always meet those requirements:

) if the respondent did nol appear and was not represented in the proceedings in ihe State
of origin, a document or documents altesting, as appropriate, eilher that the respondent
had proper notice of the proceedings and an opporunity to be heard, or that the
respondent had proper notice of the decision and the opportunity to challenge or appeal
it on fact and law;

d)  where necessary, a document showing the amount of any arrears and lhe date such
amount was calculated,

@)  where necessary, In the case of a decision providing for automallc adjustment by
indexation, a document providing the information necessary to make the appropriate
calcudations;

n where necessary, documentation showing the extent lo which the applicant received free
iagal assistance in the State of origin.

(2)  Upon achallenge or appeal under Article 23(7) ¢) or upon request by the compatent authorily in
the State addressed, a complete copy of the document concerned, certified by the competent
aulherity in the State of orlgin, shall be provided promptly -

8) by the Central Authorily of the requesting State, where the application has been made in
accordance with Chapter Ili;

b} by ihe applicant, where the requesl has been made directly to a campetent autherity of
the Stale addressed.

(3) ACondracling Stale may specify in accordance with Article 57 -

a}  that a complete copy of the decision certified by the competent authority in the State of
origin must accompany the application;

b} circumslances in which it will accepl, in Heu of a complete text of the decision, an
abslract or extract of the decision drawn up by the competent authority of the Stale of
origin, which may be made in the form recommended and published by the Hague
Conlerence on Private laternational Law, or

¢} thatil dees not require a document stating that the requirements of Arlicle 19(3) are mel.

Article 26
Pracedure on an application for recognition

This Chapter shall apply mutalis mulandis o an application for recognition of a decision, save that the
requirement of enforceability Is replaced by the requirement tha! the decision has effect in the Stale of
origin,

Aricle 27
Findings of fact

Any competent authorily of the Siale addressed shall be bound by the findings of fact on which the
authorily of the State of origin based its jurisdiction.

Aglicle 28

Mo review of the marlts

There shalt be no review by any compelent authority of the Siale addressed of the merits of a
decision,

Aificle 29

Physical presence of the child or the applicant nol required

The physical presence of the child or the applicant shall not be required in any proceedings in the
Slale addressed under this Chapter.
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Article 30
Maintenance arrangemeants

A mainlenance arrangement made in a Contracting Slate shall be entilled 1o racognition and

enforcement as a decision under this Chapter provided that it is enforceable as a decision in

the State of origin,

For the purpose of Ardicie 10(1) a) and b) and (2)a), the term “decision” includes 2

maintenance arrangement.

An application for recognition and enforcement of a maintenance arrangement shall be

accompaniad by the following —

a)  acomplete text of the maintenance arrangement; and

b}  a document sialing that the padicular maintenance arrangement is enforceable as a
decision In the State of origin,

Recognilion and enforcement of a maintenance arrangement may be refused if —

a)  the recognition and enforcement is manifestly incompalible with the public poficy of the
State addressed;

b} the mainlenance arrangement was oblained by fraud or falsification:

¢} the mainlenance arrangement is incompalible with a decision rendered between the
same parties and having the same purpose, either in the Slate addressed or in anolher
State, provided that this tatter decision fulfils the conditions necessary for its recognition
and enforcament in the State addressed,

The provisions of this Chapter, wilh the exception of Articles 20, 22, 23(7) and 25(1) and (3),

shall apply mufalis mutandis to the recognition and enforcement of a maintenance arrangemenl

save that -

8 adeclaration or registration in accordance with Adicle 23{2) and (3) may be refused anly
on the ground set out in paragraph 4 a);

b} a challenge or appeal as referred to in Article 23(6) may be founded only on the
following -
i} the grounds for refusing recagnition and enforcement set out in paragraph 4;
if) the authenticily or integrilty of any document iransmitted in accordance with

paragraph 3;

¢)  asiegards the procedure under Adicle 24(4), the competent authority may review of ils
own motion the ground for refusing recognition and enforcement set out in paragraph
4 aj of this Artice. It may review all grounds listed in paragraph 4 of this Article and the
authenticily or integrily of any document transmitted in accordance with paragraph 3 if
raised by the respondent or if concems relating to those grounds grise from the face of
those documents,

Proceedings for recognition and enforcement of a maintenance arrangement shall he

suspended if a chailenge concerning the arrangement is pending before a compelenl authority

of a Conlracting State.

A State may declare, in accordance with Aricle 63, that applications for fecognition and

enforcement of a mainlenance arrangement shall only be made through Central Authorities.

A Conlracting Stale may, in accordance with Article 62, reserve the righl not to recognise and

enforce a maintenance arrangement.

Arlicte 31
Decisions produced by the combined effect
of provisional and confirmalion orders

Where a decision is produced by the combined effect of a provisional order made in one State and an
arder by an authority in another State ("the confirming State™) confirming the provisionat grder —

aj
by

o
d)

each of those Stales shall be deemed for the purgoses of this Chapter to be a State of arigin;
the requiroments of Aricle 22 ¢} shall be met if the respondent had proper nolice of the
proceedings in the confirming State and an opporiunily to oppose the confisralion of the
provisional order;

the requirement of Articte 20(6} that a decision be enforceable in the State of otigin shall be met
if the decision is enforceable in the confirming State; and

Asticle 18 shall not prevent proceedings for the modification of the decision being commenced
in either State.
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CHAPTER VI ~ ENFORCEMENT BY THE STATE ADDRESSED

Article 32
Enforcemant under internat law

Subject 1o he provisions of this Chapler, enforcemenl shall take place in accordance with the
law of the State addressed.

Enforcement shall be prompl.

in the case of applications through Central Authorities, where a decision has been declared
enforceable or registerad for enforcemeant under Chapter V, enforcement shall proceed withautl
the need for further action by the applicant.

Effect shall be given to any rules applicable in the State of origin of the decision relfating to the
duration of the maintenance obligation,

Any fimitation on the period for which arrears may be enforced shall be determined eilher by
the law of the Slale of origin of the decision or by the taw of the Stale addressed, whichever
provides for the longer fimitation pariod,

Article 33
Non-discrimination

The Stale addressed shall provide at least the same range of enforcement methods for cases under
the Convention as are available in domeslic cases.
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Aricle 34
Enforcemeni measures

Contracting Stales shall make available in intemal law effective measures to enforce decisions

under this Convention.

Such measures may include ~

a}  wage withholding;

b} garnishment from bank accounts and other sources;

¢} deductions from social securily payments;

d}  lien on or forced sale of property;

g} tax relund withholding;

f wilhhalding or allachment of pension banefils:

gl credit bureau reporting;

f}  denial, suspension or revocation of varlous licenses {for example, driving licenses);

i} the use of medialion, conciliation or similar processes to bring about voluntary
compliance.

Articie 35
Transfer of funds

Contracling Slates are encouraged to promola, including by means of international
agreements, the use of the mos! cost-effective and efficient methods avaitable to transfer funds
payable as maintenance.

A Conlracting State, under whose law the transfer of funds is resiricled, shall accord the
highest priority to the transfer of funds payable under this Conventian.

CHAPTER Vil = PUBLIC BODIES
Arlicle 36
Public bodies as applicants
For the puiposes of applications for recognition and enforcement under Adicle 10(1) a} and b}

and cases covered by Article 20{4), “creditor” includes a public bady acting in place of an
Individual to whom mainlenance is owed or one to which reimbursement is owed for benefits



provided iIn place of maintenance,

{2)  The right of a pubtic body to act in place of an individual to whom maintenance is owed orlo
seek reimbursement of benefils provided to the creditor in place of mainlenance shall be
governed by the law to which the body is subject.

(3} A public body may seek recognilion or claim enforcement of —

a)  a declsion rendered against a debtor on the application of & pubiic body which claims
payment of benefits provided in place of maintenance;

b} a decision rendered between a creditor and deblor to lhe extent of the benefits provided
to the creditor in place of maintenance.

(4)  The public body seeking recognition or claiming enforcement of a decision shall upon request
furnish any document necessary to establish its fight under paragraph 2 and that benefits have
been provided to the creditor,

CHAPTER Vill ~ GENERAL PROVISIONS

Aclicle 37
Lirect requests to competent authorities

(1} The Convention shall not exclude the possibility of recourse lo such procedures as may be
available under the internal law of a Contracling State allowing a person (an applicant) 1o selse
directly a competent authority of thal State in a matter governed by the Convention including,
subject to Article 18, for the purpose of having a mainlenance decision eslablished or madified.

(2)  Adictes 14(5) and 17 b) and the provisions of Chapters V, Vi, Vil and this Chapter, with the
exception of Articles 40(2}, 42, 43(3), 44(3), 45 and 55, shall apply in relation o a raquest for
recognition and enforcement made directly to & compelent authority in a Conlracting State.

{3)  For the purpose of paragraph 2, Aticle 2{1) a} shall apply to a decision granting mainlenance
to a vulnerable person over the age specified in that sub-paragraph where such decision was
rendered befare the person reached that age and provided for maintenance beyond that age by
reason of the impairment.

Articte 38
Protection of personal dala

Personal data gathered or transmitted under the Convention shall be used only for the purposes for
which they were gathered or transmitted.

Article 39
Confidentiality

Any authorily processing information shall ensure its confidentialily in accordance with the faw of its
State.

Adticle 40
Non-disclosure of information

(1} An authority shall not disclose or confirm infornation gathered or transmitted in application of
this Gonvention if it determines that to do so could jecpardise lhe health, safely or liberly of
person.

(2} A delermination to this effect made by ene Ceniral Authority shall be taken into account by
another Central Autharity, in parlicuar in cases of family violence.

(3) Noihing in this Article shall impede the gathering and ransmitting of information by and
between authorilies in so far as necessary to carry oul the obligations under the Convention.

Ailicle 41
No legalisation

No legalisation or similar formaiily may be raquired in the conlext of this Convention,



Article 42
Power of attorney

The Central Authority of the requesled State may require a power of atiorney from the applicant only if
it acts on his or her behalf in judicial proceedings or before other authorities, or in order Lo designate a
rapresentalive so to act.
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Aricle 43
Recovery of costs

Recovery of any costs incurred in the application of this Convention shall not take precedence
over the recovery of maintenance.

A State may recover costs from an unsuccessful party.

For the purposes of an application under Article 10(1) b} to recover costs from an unsuccessful
parly in accordance with paragraph 2, the term “creditor” in Aricle 10{1) shaltinclude a State.
This Article shall be withoul prejudice to Article 8,

Article 44
Language requirements

Any application and relaled documenis shall be in the wriginal language, and shall be
accompanied by a translation into an official fanguage of the requested State or ancther
language which the requested State has indicated, by way of declaration In accordance with
Articte 63, i will accept, unless the competent authority of that State dispenses with transtation,
A Conlracting State which has more than one official language and cannot, for reasons of
internal faw, accept for the whole of its tetritory documents in one of those tanguages shall, by
declaration in accordance with Article 63, specify the language in which such documents or
translations thereof shall be drawn up for submission in the specified parts of its terrilory,
Unless otherwise agreed by the Central Authorities, any other communications between such
Authorities shall be in an official fanguage of the requested Slale or in either English or French.
However, a Conlracting State may, by making a reservalion in accordance with Article 62,
object to the use of either English ¢r French,

Arlicle 45
Means and costs of translation

In the case of applications under Chapter Il], the Central Authorities may agres in an individual
case or generally that the translation into an official language of the requested State may be
made in the requested State from the original language or from any other agreed language. if
there Is no agreement and it is not possible for the requesling Cenlral Authority to comply with
the requirements of Article 44(1) and (2), then the application and related documents may be
transmitted with translation into English or French for furlher transtation into an official {anguage
of the requesled State.

The cost of iranslation arising from the application of paragraph 1 shall be borne by the
requesting State unless otherwise agreed by Central Authorities of the States concerned,
Notwithslanding Article 8, the requesting Centrat Authority may charge arn applicant for the
cosls of {ranslation of an appiication and related documents, except in so far as those cosls
may be covered by lis system of legal assistance,

Article 46
Non-unified legal systems ~ inlerpretation

In refalion to a Slale in which two or more syslems of law or sets of rules of law wilh regard to

any matler dealt with in this Convention apply in different territorial units —

8}  any reference lo the taw or procedure of a Slate shall be construed as referting, where
appropriate, to the law or procedure in force in the relevant territorial unit;

b)  any reference to a decision established, recognised, recognised and enforced, enforced
or modified in that State shalt be consirued as referring, where appropriate, to a decision



established, recognised, recognised and enforced, enforced or madified in the relevant
territoriat unit;

¢)  any reference to a judicial or administralive authority in that State shall be construed as
referiing, where appropriate, (o a judicial or administrative authority in the relevant
territorlal unit;

d)  any reference to compelent authotities, public bodies, and other bodies of that Siale,
other than Cenlral Authorities, shall be conslrued as referring, where appropriate, o
those authorised to acl in the relevant territorial unit;

€)  any reference to residence or habitual residence in that Slate shall be construed as
referring, where appropriate, 1o residence or habitual residence in the relevant tefritorial
unit;

f)  any referance to location of assets In that Siate shall be construed as referring, where
appropriate, lo the location of assels in the relevant terrilorial unit:

g)  any reference {0 a reciprocity arrangemant in force In a Slale shall be construed as
referring, where appropriate, lo a reciprocily arrangement in force in the relevant
territorial unit;

h)  anyreference to free legal assistance In that Stale shall be construed as referring, where
appropriate, to free legal assistance in the relevant territorial unit;

i any reference to a maintenance arrangement made in a State shall be construed as
referring, where appropriate, to a maintenance arrangement made in the relevant
{erritotial unit;

Ji) any reference to recovery of costs by a Slate shall be construed as referring, where
appropriate, la the recovery of costs by the relevan! territoriat unit,

{2)  This Article shall not apply to a Regionat Economic Integration Organisation,

Article 47
Non-unified legal systems — substantive rules

() A Contracling State with two or more territoslal units in which different systems of law apply
shall not be bound to apply this Convention to situations which involve sofely such different
territorial units.

{2) A competent authority in a lerritorial unit of & Contracting Slate with two or more territorial units
in which different systems of law apply shall not be bound to recognise or enforce a dacision
from another Contracting Stale solely because the decision has been recognised or enforced in
another territarial unit of the same Contragting State under this Convention,

(3)  This Articte shall not apply to a Regional Economic Integration Organisation,

Article 48
Co-ordination with prior Hague Maintenance Conventions

In relations between the Contracting States, this Convention replaces, subject o Article 56(2), the
Hague Convention of 2 Qgtober 1973 on the Recognition and Enforcement of Decisions Rslating to
Mainlenance Qbligations and the Hague Convention of 15 April 1958 concerning the recognition and
enforcement of decisions relaling to maintenance obligations towards children in so far as their scope
of application as between such States coincides with the scope of application of this Convention,

Article 49
Co-ordination with the 1956 New York Coenvention

In relalions belween the Contracling States, this Convention replaces the United Nalions Convention
on the Recovery Abroad of Maintenance of 20 June 1958, in so far as its scope of application as
belween such Stales colncides with the scope of application of this Convention.

Article 50
Relationship with prior Hague Convenlions on service of documents
and taking of evidence

This Convention does not affect the Hague Convention of 1 March 1954 o civil procedure, the Hague
Convention of 15 November 1965 on the Service Abroad of Judicial and Exirajudicial Documents in



Civil or Commercial Malfers and the Mague Convention of 18 March 1970 on the Taking of Evidence
Abroad in Civil or Commercial Maltlers.
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Article 51
Co-ordination of instruments and supplementary agreements

This Convention does nol affect any international instrument concluded before this Convention
to which Contracting States are Parlies and which contains provisions on matters governed by
this Canvenlion.

Any Coniracling Stale may conclude with one or more Contracting Slates agreements, which
contain provisions on matlers governed by the Convention, with a view lo improving the
application of the Convention between or among themsalves, provided thal such agreements
are consisten! with the objects and purpose of the Convention and do nol affect, in the
relationship of such States with other Conlracting Stales, the application of the provisions of the
Convention, The States which have concluded such an agreement shall transmit a copy to the
depositary of the Convention.

Paragraphs 1 and 2 shall alsc apply to reciprocity arrangements and o uniform laws based on
special ties between the States concerned.

This Convention shall not affect the applicalion of instruments of a Regional Economic
Integration Organisation that is a Party to this Convention, adopted afler the conclusion of the
Convention, on matlers governed by the Convention provided that such insiruments do nol
affect, In the relationship of Member Stales of the Regional Economic inlegration Organisation
with other Contracting States, the applicalion of the provisions of the Convention. As concemns
ihe recognition or enforcement of decisions as belween Member States of the Regional
Economtic Integration Organisation, the Coavention shall not affect the tules of the Regional
Economic Inlegration Organisation, whether adopled before or afler the conclusion of the
Convention.

Aricle 52
Most effeclive rule

This Convention shall not prevent the application of an agreement, arrangement or inlernational

instrument in force between the requesting State and the requesled Stale, or a reciprogity

arrangement in force in the requested State that provides for

a)  broader bases for recognition of maintenance decisions, without prejudice to Article 22 )
of the Conventlon;

b)  simplified, more expedilious procedures on an application for recognition or recognition
and enforcement of maintenance decisions;

¢} more beneficial legal assistance than that provided for under Arlicles 14 to 17: or

d}  procedures permilting an applicant from a requesting State to make a request directly to
the Central Authority of the requested State.

This Convention shall not prevent the application of a law in forge in the requested State that

provides for more effective rules as referred to in paragraph 1 a) to ¢). However, as regards

simplified, more expeditious procedures referred to In paragraph 1 b}, they must be compatible

with the protection offered to the parlies under Articles 23 and 24, in particular as regards the

rights of the parties to be duly nofified of the proceedings and be given adequate opportunity 1o

be heard and as regards the effects of any challenge or appeal.

Article 53
Uniform Inferpretation

in the interpretation of this Convention, regard shall be had 1o its international character and lo the
need to promote uniformity in its application.

{1

Arlicle 54
Review of practical operation of the Convention

The Secrelary General of the Mague Conference on Private International Law shall al regular
intervals convene a Special Commission in order to review the practical operation of the
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Convention and to encourage the development of good practices under the Convention.

For the purpose of such review, Contracting Stales shall co-operate with the Permanent
Bureau of the Hague Conference on Private International Law In the gathering of information,
including slatistics and case law, concerning the practical operalion of the Convention.

Arlicle 55
Amendment of forms

. The forms annexed to this Convenlion may be amended by a decision of a Special

Commission convened by the Secretary General of the Hague Conference on Private
internalional Law to which all Contracting States and all Members shall be invited, Nolice of the
proposal to amend the forms shall be in¢luded In the agenda for the meeling.

Amendments adopled by the Contracting Stales present al the Special Cormmission shall cama
into force for all Contracting Stales on the first day of the seventh calendar month after the date
of their communication by the deposilary to all Contracting States.

During the period provided for in paragraph 2 any Contracting State may by nolification in
writing to the depositary make a reservalion, in accordance with Arlicle 62, with respect lo the
amendment. The State making such reservation shall, until the reservation Is withdrawn, be
treated as a Slate not Party to the prasent Convention with respect to that amendment.

Arlicte 56
Transitional provisions

The Convention shalt apply in every case where -

8} a request pursuant 10 Acticle 7 or an application pursuant 1o Chapter il has been
received by the Central Authorily of the requested Slate after the Convention has
entered into force between the requesting Slate and the requested State:

b} a direct reques( for recognition and enforcement has been received by the competent
authorily of the Slate addressed after the Convention has entered inlo force between the
State of origin and the Stale addressed,

With regard to the recognition and enforcement of decisions between Conlracling States {o this

Convention that are also Parties to either of the Hague Maintenance Conventions mentioned in

Arlicle 48, If the conditions for the recognition and enforcement under this Convention prevent

the recagnition and enforcement of a decision given in the State of origin before the eniry into

force of this Convention for that State, that would otherwise have been recognised and
enforced under the terms of the Convention that was in effect at the time the decision was
rendered, the conditions of that Convention shall apply.

The Stale addressed shall not be bound under this Convention to enforce a decision of a

maintenance arrangement, in respect of payments faliing due prior 1o the entry into force of the

Convention between the State of origin and the State addressed, axcept for mainlenance

obligations arising from a parent-child relationship towards a person under the age of 21 years.

Article 57
Provision of information concerning laws, procedures and services

A Contracting Slate, by the time its inslrument of ralification or accession is deposited or a

declaration is submitled in accordance with Article 81 of the Convention, shall provide the

Permanent Bureau of the Hague Conference on Private International Law with —

a}  adescription of its laws and procedures concerning maintenance obligations;

b} adescription of the measures it wili take to meet the obligations under Aricle 6;

¢} a description of how it will provide applicants with effective access 1o procedures, as
required under Article 14;

d)  a description of ils enforcement rules and procedures, Including any limitalions on
enforcement, in particular debler protection rules and limilation periods;

e} any specification referred lo in Arlicle 25(1} b) and (3.

Contracting Stales may, in fulfilling their obligations under paragraph 1, ulilise a country profile

form recommended and published by the Hague Conference on Privale International Law.

Information shall be kept up to date by the Coniracling States.
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CHAPTER IX = FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 58
Signature, ratification and accession

The Conveniion shall be open for signalure by the States which were Members of the Hague
Conference on Private International Law at the time of its Twenty-First Session and by the other
Hates which participated in thal Session,

It shalt be ratified, accepted or approved and the instruments of ralificalion, acceptance or
approval shall be deposiled with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands, deposilary of the Convention.

Any other State or Regional Economic Integration Organisation may accede to the Convention
afler it has entered into force In accordance with Article 60(1).

The instrument of accession shall be deposlited with the depositary.

Such accession shall have effect only as regards the relations between the acceding State and
those Conlracting States which have not raised an objection {0 its accession in the 12 months
after the date of the notificalion referred o In Article 65, Such an objeclion may also be raised
by Slales at Ihe time when they ratify, accept or approve the Convention after an accession,
Any such objection shall be notified to the depositary,

Asticle 59
Regtonal Economie Inlegration Qrganisations

A Regional Economic Integration Organisation which Is constituled solely by sovereign States
and has compelence over some or alf of the matters governed by this Convention may similarly
sign, accept, approve or accede to this Convention. The Regional Economic Integration
Qrganisation shall in that case have the rights and obligations of a Conlracting Stale, to the
extent that the Organisation has competence over matiers gaverned by the Convention,

The Regional Economic Integration Organisation shafl, at the time of signature, acceptance,
approval or accession, notify the deposilary in wriling of the malters governed by this
Convention In respect of which compelence has been transferred to that Organisation by ils
Member Siales. The Qrganisation shall promptly notify the depositary in writing of any changes
la its competence as specified in the most recent notice given under this paragraph,

At the time of signalure, acceptance, approval or accession, a Regional Economic Integration
Organisalion may declare in accordance with Arlicle 63 that it exercises competence over all
the malters governed by this Convention and that the Member States which have transferred
competence lo the Regional Economic Integration Organisation in respect of the matter in
queslion shall be bound by this Convention by virlue of the signature, acceptance, approvat or
accession of the Organisalion,

For the purposes of the entry into force of this Convention, any instrument deposited by a
Regional Economic Integration Organisation shall nol be counted unless the Regional
Economic Integration Organisation makes a declaration in accordance with paragraph 3.

Any reference o a “Contracling Stale” or "State” in this Convention shall apply equally to a
Regional Economic Integration Organisation that is a Party to it, where apprepriate, In the event
{hal a declaration is made by a Regional Economic Integration Organisation in accordance with
paragraph 3, any reference to a “Conlracting State” or "State” in this Convention shall apply
equally to the relevant Member States of the Organisation, where appropriale.

Article 60
Entry into force

The Convention shall enter into force on the first day of the month following the expiration of

three months after the deposit of the second instrument of ratification, acceplance or approval

referred fo in Aricie 58.

Thereafter the Convention shall enter into force ~

a}  for each State or Regional Economic Integration Organisation referred lo in Article 59(1)
subsequently ratifying, accepting or approving it, on the first day of the month following
the expiralion of ihree months after the deposit of #s inslrument of ralification,
acceptance or approval;
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b)  for each State or Regional Economic Integration Organisalion referred to in Article 58(3)
on ihe day after the end of the perlod during which objections may be raised in
accordance with Article 58(5), _

¢ for a terrilorlal unit to which the Convention has been exiended in accordance wilh
Article 81, on the first day of the month fallowing ihe expiration of three months after the
notification referred lo in that Arlicle.

Article 61
Declarations with respect to non-unified legat systems

if a State has two or more territorial unils In which different systems of law are applicable in
relation to matlers dealt with in the Convention, it may at the time of signalure, ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession declare in accordance with Ardicle 63 that this Convention
shall extend to all is terrilorial units or only fo ane or more of them and may modify this
declaration by submilling another declaration at any lime,

Any such declaration shall be notified 10 the depositary and shall state axpressly the lerritosial
units to which the Convention applies,

if a Slate makes no declaralion under this Article, the Convention shall extend fo alt territorial
units of that Slate,

This Article shall not apply to a Regionai Economic Inlegration Organisation,

Anlicle 62
Reservations

Any Contracting State may, not later than the lime of ratification, acceptance, approval or
accession, or at the time of making a declaration in terms of Aricle 61, make one or more of lhe
reservalions provided for in Articles 2(2), 20(2), 30(8), 44({3) and 55(3). No other reservation
shali be permitted.

Any Stale may at any lime withdraw a reservalion it has made. The withdrawal shall be notified
{o the depositary.

The reservation shall cease to have effect on the first day of the Ihird calendar month after the
naotification refarred lo in paragraph 2.

Reservations under this Adticle shall have no reciprocal effect with the exception of the
reservation provided for in Article 2(2).

Article 63
Declarations

Declarations referred to in Articles 2(3), 11(1) gJ, 16(1), 24(1), 30(7), 44(1) and (2), 59(3) and
61(1). may be made upon signature, ratification, acceplance, approval or accession or at any
time thereafier, and may be modified or withdrawn at any time.

Decilarations, modifications and withdrawals shall be nolified 1o the depositary.

A declaration made at the time of signalure, ralification, acceplance, approval or accession
shall take effect simultanecusly with the enlry into force of this Convenlion for the State
concerned.

A declaration made at a subsequent time, and any modification or withdrawal of a declaration,
shall take effect on the first day of the month following the expiration of three monlhs after the
date on which the nolification is received by the depositary.

Article 64
Denunciation

A Conteacling Siate to the Convention may denounce it by a rolification in wriling addressed to
the depositary. The denunciation may be limited to cerlain territorial units of a multi-unil State to
which the Convenlion applies.

The denunciation shall take efiect on the first day of the month following the expiration of 12
months after the date on which the nolification is received by the depositary, Where a longer
period for the denunciation to take effect is specified in the notification, the denunciation shall



take effect upon the expiration of such longer pariod after the date on which the notification s
received by the depositary,

Article 65
Notification

The depositary shall nolify the Members of the Hague Conference on Privale Inlernational Law, and

other States and Regional Economic Integration Organisations which have signed, ratified, accepled,

approved or acceded in accordance with Articles 58 and 59 of the following -

a)  the signatures, ratifications, acceptances and approvals referred o in Articles 58 and 59;

b)  1he accessions and objections raised to accessions referred to in Articles 58(3) and (5) and 59;

¢} the date on which the Convention eniers into force in accordance with Arlicle 80,

d)  the declarations referred to in Aricles 2(3), 11(1) g), 16(%), 24(1), 30(7), 44(1) and {2), 59(3)
and 61{t),

a)  the agreements referred to in Articte 51(2);

d the reservations referrad to in Arlicles 2(2), 20(2), 30(8), 44(3) and 55(3), and the withdrawals
referred to In Article 6§2(2);

& the denunciations referred to in Article 84,

in witness whereof the undersigned, being duly authorised thereto, have signed this Convention,

Dane at The Hague, on the 23rd day of November 2007, in the English and French tanguages, both
lexts being equally authentic, in a singie copy which shall be deposited in the archives of the
Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, and of which a certified copy shali be sent, through
diplomatic channels, to each of the Members of the Hague Conference on Private International Law at
the date of its Twenty-First Session and to each of the other States which have patticipated in that
Session,



