
Sponsored by:  Council Member Pruhs 
Introduced: February 9, 2015 

ORDINANCE NO. 5964 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING FAIRBANKS GENERAL CODE CHAPTER 
46 OFFENSES BY ADDING A NEW SECTION TO PROHIBIT THE 

CONSUMPTION OF MARIJUANA IN A PUBLIC PLACE

 WHEREAS, Ballot Measure 2 – An Act to Tax and Regulate the Production, Sale and Use of 
Marijuana, codified as Alaska Statute 17.38, providing for the legalization of marijuana, was passed by 
the voters in the recent state election and certified on November 28, 2014, by the State of Alaska, 
Division of Elections; and 

WHEREAS, newly enacted AS 17.38.040 states as follows:

Public consumption banned, penalty.

It is unlawful to consume marijuana in public.  A person who violates this section is guilty 
of a violation punishable by a fine of up to $100.

; and 

WHEREAS, the state statute does not define “public”; and 

WHEREAS, the state statute does not discuss or mandate any enforcement mechanism; and 

WHEREAS, the proponents of the effort to legalize marijuana referred to themselves as the 
“campaign to Regulate Marijuana Like Alcohol; and  

WHEREAS, the Fairbanks General Code, FGC Sec. 46-80, bans the consumption of alcohol in a 
certain public places; and

WHEREAS, the effective date of the legislation enacted by Ballot Measure 2 is February 24, 
2015; and

WHEREAS, within the City of Fairbanks, the enforcement of the state’s smoking in public 
statute would be the responsibility of the Fairbanks Police Department; and 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA, as follows:   

SECTION 1.  Fairbanks General Code Chapter 46 Offenses is amended by adding the following section 
to Article II:

Sec. 46-44.  Consuming marijuana in public place.

  (a) It is unlawful for any person to knowingly consume marijuana when the person is: 
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  (1) On, in, or upon any public place, except as permitted by ordinance, regulation,  
   statute or permit; or  
  (2) Outdoors on property adjacent to a public place, and without consent of the owner 
   or person in control thereof. 

  (b) For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply: 

  (1) Consume has the meaning, in all conjugate forms, of “consumption” set forth in
   AS 17.38.900. 
  (2) Marijuana has the meaning set forth in AS 17.38.900. 
  (3) Public place means a place to which the public or a substantial group of persons
   has access and includes, but is not limited to, streets, highways, sidewalks, alleys,  
   transportation facilities, parking areas, convention centers, sports arena, schools,
   places of business or amusement, shopping centers, malls, parks, playgrounds,  
   prisons, and hallways, lobbies, doorways and other portions of apartment houses  
   and hotels not constituting rooms or apartments designed for actual residence.

  (c) Violation of this section is a minor offense punishable by a fine of $100.00.  Disposition of this 
offense may be without court appearance pursuant to AS 29.25.070 and the Alaska Minor Offense 
Rules upon payment of the $100 fine and payment of the state surcharge required by AS 12.55.039 
and AS 29.25.074.  This fine may not be judicially reduced.

SECTION 2. That the effective date of this Ordinance shall be the ____ day of February 2015. 

John Eberhart, City Mayor 

AYES:   
NAYS:
ABSENT:  
ADOPTED:  

ATTEST:       APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

        ___________________________________ 
Janey Hovenden, MMC, City Clerk    Paul J. Ewers, City Attorney 
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2nd Reading: February 23, 2015 

 
Presented By: 

City Manager 
 

Action Taken: 
Yes____ 
No____ 

Abstain____ 
 

CITY OF NOME, ALASKA 
 

ORDINANCE NO.  O-15-02-07  
 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING CHAPTER 3.07 OF THE NOME CODE OF ORDINANCES 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Nome has the power to regulate the conduct of persons within 
City limits pursuant to a number of provisions of the Nome Code of Ordinances; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the passage of Ballot Measure #2 in the 2014 State of Alaska Election has 
provided for the legalization of various marijuana-related activities on a specific timeline; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the City wishes to be proactive in regulating the marijuana-related 
behaviors that can be regulated by individual municipalities; and, 
 

WHEREAS, in order for the City to regulate such behaviors, an applicable ordinance 
must be in place; and, 
 

WHEREAS, on January 26, 2015, the City Council requested that such an ordinance be 
drafted by the City Attorney and the Police Chief.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE NOME COMMON COUNCIL 
THAT CHAPTER 3.07 OF THE NOME CODE OF ORDINANCES BE ENACTED AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1.   Classification.  This is a Code ordinance. 
 
Section 2. 

 
Chapter 3.07 

MARIJUANA REGULATION 
 
Sections: 

3.07.010    Advisory board—Established—Membership. 
3.07.020    Advisory board—Powers and authority. 
3.07.030    State laws and regulations adopted. 
3.07.040    Marijuana consumption in public prohibited. 
3.07.050   Marijuana consumption in vehicles prohibited. 
3.07.060    Marijuana smoke as nuisance. 
3.07.070    Production or sale of edible marijuana products. 
3.07.080    Possession, sale, or production of marijuana concentrates. 
3.07.090    Allowing unlawful marijuana use prohibited. 
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3.07.100    Marijuana use without consent of property owner prohibited. 
3.07.110    Violation—Enforcement 
3.07.120    Definitions. 

 
3.07.010 Advisory board—Established—Membership. 
(a) There is established a Nome marijuana advisory board consisting of five members. The 
mayor shall appoint the members of the board, subject to confirmation by the city council. 
Terms shall expire upon resignation or reappointment. All board members serve at the 
pleasure of the Mayor. 
(b) All members of the board shall be residents of the city during the term of their 
appointment. Members of the board may hold municipal, state or federal office, either elective 
or appointive. 
(c) Two members of the board constitute a quorum for the conduct of business. The board 
shall meet at least once each year, and at such other times as directed by the city council. (Ord. 
O-93-6-6 § 1 (part), 1994) 
 
3.07.020 Advisory board—Powers and authority. 
(a) The board shall conduct studies and investigations to insure the proper administration of 
marijuana regulations in a manner that will protect the public health, safety and welfare, and 
shall report to the city council at least one time each year. 
(b) The board shall be advisory by nature, and shall possess none of the legal powers or 
authorities of the city unless specifically delegated by ordinance hereafter. (Ord. O-93-6-6 § 1 
(part), 1994) 
 
3.07.030 State laws and regulations adopted. 
All laws and regulations of the state of Alaska regarding licensed marijuana sales, service, 
distribution, and consumption apply within the city of Nome unless otherwise stated in this 
chapter. 
 
3.07.040 Marijuana consumption in public prohibited. 
No person shall consume marijuana, in any form, in any public place. 
 
3.07.050 Marijuana consumption in vehicles prohibited. 
Marijuana consumption in or on motor vehicles, on the deck or in the wheelhouse of a 
watercraft, or in an aircraft is prohibited. 
 
3.07.060 Marijuana smoke as nuisance. 
No person shall disturb the peace and privacy of another by marijuana odors, smoke, or vapors 
that drift onto the property of another, including into any residential or commercial unit 
rented, leased, or owned by another. 
 
3.07.070 Production and sale of edible marijuana products. 
(a) No person shall solicit or engage in the production, sale, barter or exchange of any edible 
marijuana product. 
 (b) No person shall possess, sell, barter, or exchange any edible marijuana product unless the 
product contains a label accurately identifying all information required by 21 CFR 101 as well as 
the amount of THC in a serving. 
(c) All edible marijuana products must be contained in child-resistant packaging except for 
when being actively consumed. 
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3.07.080 Production of marijuana concentrates. 
No personal shall manufacture marijuana concentrates through use of a solvent-based 
extraction method using a substance other than vegetable glycerin. 
  
3.07.090 Permitting unlawful marijuana use prohibited. 
No owner, operator, manager or other person in control of any area where marijuana use is 
prohibited by this chapter to shall allow or permit unlawful use of marijuana on said premises. 
 
3.07.100 Marijuana use without consent of property owner prohibited. 
(a) No person shall consume marijuana on private property without the affirmative consent of 
the property owner is prohibited. 
(b) If a person has a possessory interest in private property but is not the owner and the owner 
prohibits the use or consumption of marijuana, use or consumption of marijuana on or in that 
property is prohibited. 
  
3.07.110 Enforcement. 
(a) A person who violates any provision of this chapter is guilty of an infraction, and upon 
conviction shall be fined as set forth in NCO Section 1.20.040 or if no fine is there established, 
not more than five hundred dollars plus any surcharge required to be imposed by AS 12.55.039. 
Each violation is a separate offense. 
(b) Notwithstanding the availability of any other remedy provided by the provisions of this 
chapter, the city or any person aggrieved by a violation of this chapter may apply for injunctive 
relief to enforce these provisions in any court of competent jurisdiction. 
 
3.07.120 Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 
 
"Child-resistant" means packaging specially constructed to be significantly difficult for 
children under ten years of age to open and not difficult for normal adults to use properly as 
defined by 16 C.F.R. 1700.20 as well as opaque so that the packaging does not allow the product 
to be seen without opening the packaging material. 
 
"Edible Marijuana Product" means any marijuana product which is intended to be chewed or 
swallowed, including but not limited to, any type of food, drink, pill or product intended for 
human consumption that contains any form of marijuana. Edible marijuana product does not 
include marijuana flowers. 
 
"Marijuana" means all the parts of the plant of the genus cannabis whether growing or not, the 
seeds thereof, the resin extracted from any part of the plant, and every compound, 
manufacture, derivative, mixture, or preparation of the plant, its seeds, or its resin, including 
marijuana concentrate; "marijuana" does not include fiber produced from the stalks, oil, cake 
made from the seed of the plant, sterilized seeds of the plant which is incapable of 
germination, or the weight of any other ingredient combined with marijuana to prepare topical 
or oral administrations, food, drink, or other products. 
 
"Marijuana accessories“ means any equipment, products, or materials of any kind which are 
used, intended for use, or designed for or for the ingesting, inhaling, or otherwise introducing 
marijuana into the human body. 
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"Marijuana concentrates” means any oil, liquid, or other substance created by extracting 
cannabinoids from marijuana through the use of a solvent other than water for the purpose of 
increasing the strength or proportion of the cannabinoids. 
 
“Minor” means any person under twenty-one years of age. 
 
"Public place" means any place to which the public or a substantial group of persons has 
access, including  but not limited to streets, highways, alleys, sidewalks, transportation 
facilities, schools, places of amusement or business, food and beverage service facilities, offices, 
retail stores, parks, playgrounds, hallways, lobbies, vehicles available for commercial hire, and 
other portions of apartment houses and hotels not constituting rooms or apartments designed 
for actual residence and waterways. All property owned or leased by the city shall be 
considered a public place regardless of the public’s access. 
 
Section 3.   Effective date.  This ordinance is effective upon passage. 
 

APPROVED and SIGNED the 23rd day of February, 2015. 
 
 
 

      _________________________ 
      DENISE MICHELS 

Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_________________________ 
TOM MORAN 
City Clerk 
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CITY OF PALMER, ALASKA 
 

Ordinance No. 15-013 
 

An Ordinance of the Palmer City Council Enacting Palmer Municipal Code Chapter 
8.11 Prohibiting Consumption of Marijuana in a Public Place  

 
 Whereas, Ballot Measure 2 – An Act to Tax and Regulate the Production, Sale and Use 
of Marijuana, and codified as Alaska Statutes 17.38, provides for the legalization of marijuana, 
was passed by the voters in the recent state election and certified on November 28, 2014, by 
the State of Alaska, Division of Elections; and 
 
 Whereas, newly enacted AS 17.28.040 states:  
 
AS 17.28.040 Public consumption banned. 
It is unlawful to consume marijuana in public. A person who violates this section is guilty of a 
violation punishable by a fine of up to $100.  
 
 Whereas, the state statute does not define “public”; and 
 
 Whereas, the state statute does not discuss or mandate any enforcement mechanism; 
and 
 
 Whereas, the effective date of the state marijuana statute is February 24, 2015. 
 
 Now, therefore: 
 
THE CITY OF PALMER, ALASKA ORDAINS:  
 
 Section 1. Classification. This ordinance shall be permanent in nature and shall be 
incorporated into the Palmer Municipal Code. 
 
 Section 2. Severability. If any provision of this ordinance or any application thereof to 
any person or circumstances is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and the application 
to other persons or circumstances shall not be affected thereby. 

Introduced by: City Manager Hannan 
Date: February 24, 2015 

Public Hearing: March 10, 2015 
Action:  

Vote:  
Yes: No: 
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 Section 3. Chapter 8.11 is hereby enacted to read as follows: 
 

Chapter 8.11 
PROHIBITING CONSUMPTION OF MARIJUANA IN A PUBLIC PLACE 

 
8.11.010 Definitions.  
For purposes of this chapter, the definitions of the words and phrases below shall apply: 
A. Consume shall have the meaning, in all conjugate forms, of “consumption” set forth in AS 

17.38.900. 
B. Marijuana shall have the meaning set forth in AS 17.38.900. 
C. Public place means a place to which the public or a substantial group of persons has access 

and includes, but is not limited to, streets, highways, sidewalks, alleys, bike or pedestrian 
trails, transportation facilities, parking areas, sports arenas, schools, places of business or 
amusement, shopping centers, malls, parks, park trails, playgrounds, prisons, hallways, 
lobbies, doorways and other portions of apartment houses and hotels not constituting 
rooms or apartments designed for actual residence, or while occupying any type of motor 
vehicle unless the vehicle is on the private property of the registered owner of said vehicle. 

 
8.11.020 Consuming marijuana in a public place. 
A. It is unlawful for any person to knowingly consume marijuana in a public place or when the 

person is outdoors on private property adjacent to a public place or private place of another 
without consent of the owner or person in control thereof. 

B. Violation of this section is an offense punishable by the fine established in the current, 
adopted budget.  

 
8.11.030 Marijuana oil extraction-prohibited.  
A. Any method to process oil or any substance from marijuana using an extraction method is 

hereby prohibited. 
B. Extraction is defined as using a chemical, series of chemicals or fluid or any other method to 

extract oil or another substance from a marijuana plant. 
C. Any person or business that processes marijuana oil using an extraction method is in 

violation of this section and subject to the fine established in the current, adopted budget.   
 

Section 4. Effective Date. Ordinance No. 15-011 shall take effect upon adoption by the 
City of Palmer City Council.  
 
Passed and approved this __________ day of _____, 2015.  
 

        
       
_______________________________ 

       DeLena Goodwin Johnson, Mayor 
 
_____________________________ 
Janette M. Bower, MMC, City Clerk 
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CITY OF UNALASKA 
UNALASKA, ALASKA 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2015-04 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE UNALASKA CITY COUNCIL AMENDING THE UNALASKA 
CODE OF ORDINANCES TO CREATE A NEW CHAPTER 11.28 FOR THE REGULATION 
OF MARIJUANA USE. 
 
 BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of Unalaska: 
 
Section 1: Form.  This is a Code ordinance. 
 
Section 2: Amendment of Title 11. Title 11 Health and Safety of the Unalaska Code of 
Ordinances is amended by the addition of a new Chapter 11.28 Marijuana Regulation to read as 
follows: 
 

                                                      Chapter 11.28 
MARIJUANA REGULATION 

11.28.010 Definitions. 

11.28.020 Local regulatory authority. 
11.28.030 Remedies. 
11.28.040 Marijuana use in public places prohibited. 
11.28.050 Allowing unlawful marijuana use prohibited. 
11.28.060 Marijuana possession and use under the age of 21 prohibited. 
11.28.070 Unregistered commercial cultivation of marijuana prohibited. 

11.28.010 Definitions. 

“Business” means any natural person or legal entity such as, without limitation, a 
business-for-profit corporation, nonprofit corporation, partnership, limited liability 
company or trust that undertakes to provide goods or services to the public or to persons 
who are members of a private group that is eligible to obtain the goods or services, 
regardless of whether the business exists or is conducted for the purpose of making a 
profit.  

“Marijuana” means all parts of the plant of the genus cannabis whether grown or not, the 
seeds thereof, the resin extracted from any part of the plant, and every compound, 
manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture or preparation of the plant, its seeds, or its resin, 
including marijuana concentrate. 

“Public place” means any area to which the public is invited or into which the public is 
permitted, including, but not limited to, educational facilities, entertainment, food and 
beverage services, offices, retail stores, common areas in multi-unit buildings such as 

MARIJUANA ORDINANCE  
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lobbies, stairwells and hallways, transportation facilities and vehicles accessible to the 
general public, parks, public rights-of-way, shorelines, waterways, tidelands, as well as 
all city-owned property. 

“Commercial cultivation” means the cultivation of more than six marijuana plants, or 
more than three mature, flowering marijuana plants: 

(a) in any non-dwelling structure; 

(b) in a dwelling unit or in any non-dwelling unit area within a dwelling; 

(c) if cultivated outside of a structure, upon the smallest recorded subdivision of the 
land; or 

(d) by a business. 

This chapter also adopts the definitions contained in UCO Chapter 8.06 

11.28.020 Local Regulatory Authority. 
The city council is designated as the “local regulatory authority” as that term is used in 
Alaska Statutes Chapter 17.38 and any implementing legislation or rule-making. 

11.28.030 Remedies. 

 A. The city may cite any violation of this chapter as a minor offense. The fine for a 
minor offense citation may not be reduced below the fine amount established by 
ordinance.  

 B. Any person aggrieved by a violation of this chapter may bring a civil action 
against a person who violates this chapter and may recover, for each violation, a civil 
penalty not to exceed the fine amount established by ordinance. 

 C. The city or any person aggrieved by a violation of this chapter may bring an action 
to enjoin a violation notwithstanding the availability of any other remedy. 

11.30.040 Marijuana use in public places prohibited. 
Use or consumption of marijuana in a public place is prohibited. This section is not 
intended to restrict a property owner from further restricting use of marijuana. A fine of 
$100 shall be assessed for violation of this section. 

11.30.050 Allowing unlawful marijuana use prohibited. 
No person who manages, oversees, controls, or has an ownership interest in any business 
shall allow marijuana use in violation of this chapter in or on the premises of the business 
or on property owned, leased, or rented by the business. A fine of $100 shall be assessed 
for a first violation of this section. Subsequent violations on the same property or 
premises in a twelve-month period shall be assessed a fine of $500. 
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11.30.060 Marijuana possession and use under the age of 21 prohibited. 
No person under 21 years of age shall possess or use marijuana. A fine of $100 shall be 
assessed for a first violation of this section. Subsequent offenses in a twelve-month 
period shall be assessed a fine of $300. 

11.30.070 Unregistered commercial cultivation of marijuana prohibited. 
No person shall commercially cultivate marijuana unless the facility and cultivator are 
validly registered under AS 17.38.100. Each unlawfully cultivated plant shall be 
considered a separate violation. Each violation of this section shall incur a fine of $500. 

Section 3. Amendment to Minor Offense Table. The city clerk is instructed to 
update the city’s minor offense table in accordance with this ordinance and provide notice 
thereof to the Alaska Court System. 

 Section 4. Effective Date.  This ordinance is effective upon passage.  
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED BY A DULY CONSTITUTED QUORUM OF THE UNALASKA 
CITY COUNCIL THIS _________ DAY OF _______________, 2015. 
 
 
 
     ____________________________________ 
     HON. SHIRLEY MARQUARDT 
     MAYOR 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
CATHERINE HAZEN, CITY CLERK 
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CITY OF CRAIG 
ORDINANCE NO. 663 

 
An Ordinance Establishing a Limited Moratorium on the Receipt or Processing of 
Applications, Permits, or Pending Approvals Pertaining to Marijuana Establishments. 
 
Section 1. Classification.  This is a non-code ordinance. 
 
Section 2.  Severability If any provision of this ordinance or its application to any person or 
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and the application to other persons 
or circumstances shall not be affected thereby.   
 
Section 3. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective immediately upon adoption. 
 
Section 4.  Action.  The Craig City Council finds the following. 

WHEREAS, on November 4, 2014, the Alaskan voters approved a ballot measure 
legalizing the use of marijuana, and, with a State license, the operation of marijuana 
establishments, defined as cultivation, manufacturing, testing and retail facilities; and 
 

WHEREAS, the initiative, which goes into effect on February 24, 2015, requires the 
State to begin accepting and processing applications for the registration of marijuana 
establishments within one year of the effective date of the act; and 
 

WHEREAS, the initiative authorizes local governments to enact legislation concerning 
the time, place, and manner related to the operation of registered marijuana establishments, or 
the prohibition of marijuana establishments; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is in the public’s best interest that the Craig City Council thoughtfully 
consider and adopt legislation regulating marijuana establishments within the City of Craig; and 
 

WHEREAS, the purpose of this moratorium is to allow the City of Craig a reasonable 
period of time to consider and enact legislation concerning the operation of commercial 
marijuana establishments in the Craig city limits. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE CRAIG CITY COUNCIL: 
Moratorium.  The City of Craig shall accept no development permit application, proposal, or 
other documentation for a similar purpose, nor act on pending applications, proposals, or 
documentation for a similar purpose, pertaining to marijuana establishments, including marijuana 
cultivation, testing, and product manufacturing facilities and marijuana retail stores.  The 
prohibition imposed by this section shall remain in effect until March 31, 2016. 
 
Adopted this __________ day of _______________________, 2015. 
 
 
______________________________ ATTEST _________________________________ 
Mayor Dennis Watson        Kassi Bateman, City Clerk  



CITY OF CRAIG 
MEMORANDUM 

 
To: Craig City Council 
From: Jon Bolling, City Administrator 
Date: January 30, 2015  
RE: Ordinance No. 663  
 
Attached you will find Ordinance No. 663.  The ordinance sets in place a moratorium on the 
establishment of marijuana cultivation, testing facilities, manufacturing, and retail sales stores 
until March 31, 2016.  The purpose of the proposed moratorium is to allow the city council time 
to review and assess laws and regulations adopted by the State of Alaska between now and 
November 24, 2015 regarding marijuana use.   
 
As the council is aware, Alaska voters approved Ballot Measure 2 last November.  That ballot 
measure legalized the production, transport, and sale of marijuana in Alaska.  In response to 
voter approval of the measure, the state’s executive branch is facing a deadline of November 24, 
2015 to put into place regulations governing the activities approved in Ballot Measure 2.  In 
addition, between now and then, the Alaska Legislature may choose to pass legislation relating to 
marijuana that impacts the regulations written by the executive branch.  All this means that if the 
State of Alaska uses its full allotted time to write and implement any new laws and rules on this 
matter, the City of Craig, and other municipalities around Alaska, will at that point decide on 
what, if anything, they wish to do locally in response to statewide law and regulations.  As I have 
told the council in the past, Ballot Measure 2 gives local government wide latitude to regulate or 
prohibit marijuana activity, so long as those regulations are not, using the words of the ballot 
measure, “in conflict” with state statute and regulation.   
 
Should Craig decide to implement rules of its own regulating or prohibiting some of the 
activities permitted by Ballot Measure 2, and if that decision includes modification of the city’s 
zoning code, then a months-long process will need to occur to put that effort in place.  Adoption 
of Ordinance No. 663 provides the city council and city staff time to respond to the State of 
Alaska’s actions without being subject to statutory deadlines to process applications for 
commercial production and/or sale of marijuana within the city limits that would likely occur 
without the moratorium. 
 
Recommendation 
Approve Ordinance No. 663 at first reading. 
 



CITY OF CRAIG 
ORDINANCE NO. 664 

 
AMENDING SECTION 09.90 OF THE CRAIG MUNICIPAL CODE TO PROHIBIT 

THE CONSUMPTION OF MARIJUANA IN A PUBLIC PLACE, AND ESTABLISHING 
A PENALTY FOR VIOLATION 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CRAIG, ALASKA: 
 
Section 1. Classification. This ordinance is of a general and permanent nature and the code 
sections adopted hereby shall become a part of the code of the City of Craig, Alaska. 
 
Section 2.  Severability. If any provision of this ordinance or its application to any person 
or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and the application to other 
persons or circumstances shall not be affected thereby.   
 
Section 3. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective immediately upon adoption. 
 
Section 4.  Action.  The Craig City Council finds the following: 

WHEREAS, Ballot Measure 2 – An Act to Tax and Regulate the Production, Sale and 
Use of Marijuana, and codified as Alaska Statutes 17.38, provides for the legalization of 
marijuana, was passed by the voters in the recent state election and certified on November 28, 
2014 by the State of Alaska, Division of Elections; and 
 

WHEREAS, newly enacted AS 17.38.040 states “Public consumption banned, penalty.  
It is unlawful to consume marijuana in public. A person who violates this section is guilty of a 
violation punishable by a fine of up to $100”; and 
 

WHEREAS, the statute does not define “public”; and 
 

WHEREAS, the statute does not discuss or mandate any enforcement mechanism; and 
 

WHEREAS, proponents of the effort to legalize marijuana referred to itself as the 
“Campaign to Regulate Marijuana Like Alcohol”; and 
 

WHEREAS, Craig Municipal Code section 5.05 bans the consumption of alcohol in a 
public, unlicensed place; and 
 

WHEREAS, the effective date of the state marijuana statute is February 24, 2015; 
This ordinance adds a new section to the Craig Municipal Code, Section 09.90.040, as follows: 
  



 
09.90.040 Consuming marijuana in a public place. 
A. It is unlawful for any person to knowingly consume marijuana when 

the person is: 
1.  On, in or upon any public place, except as permitted by ordinance, 

regulation, statute or permit; or 
2. Outdoors on property adjacent to a public place, and without 

consent of the owner or person in control thereof. 
 
B.  For purposes of this section, the definitions of the words and phrases 

below shall apply: 
1. Consume shall have the meaning, in all conjugate forms, of   

“consumption” set forth in AS 17.38.900. 
2.  Marijuana shall have the meaning set forth in AS 17.38.900. 
3. Public place means a place to which the public or a substantial 

group of persons has access and includes, but is not limited to, 
streets, highways, sidewalks, alleys, transportation facilities, 
parking areas, convention centers, sports arenas, schools, places of 
business or amusement, shopping centers, malls, parks, 
playgrounds, jails, and hallways, lobbies, doorways and other 
portions of apartment houses and hotels not constituting rooms or 
apartments designed for actual residence. 

 
C. Violation of this section is a minor offense punishable by a civil fine of $100. 

 
APPROVED this ____ day of ________________, 2015. 
 
 
 
______________________________ ATTEST _________________________________ 
Mayor Dennis Watson        Kassi Bateman, City Clerk 
 
  



CITY OF CRAIG 
MEMORANDUM 

 
To: Craig City Council 
From: Jon Bolling, City Administrator 
Date: January 30, 2015  
RE: Ordinance No. 664 
 
Attached you will find Ordinance No. 664.  The ordinance defines a public place for the 
purposes of the personal consumption of marijuana in Craig.   
 
As the council is aware, Alaska voters approved Ballot Measure 2 last November.  That ballot 
measure legalized the possession, commercial production, transport, and sale of marijuana in 
Alaska.  In addition, the measure also prohibits consumption of marijuana in public places, but 
does not define the term public place.   
 
The attached ordinance, drawing largely from text used in an ordinance adopted recently by the 
Municipality of Anchorage, defines public place.  Establishing a definition will allow Craig 
Police Department officers the practical definition needed to enforce a ban on public 
consumption of marijuana, and inform marijuana users of places to avoid when consuming the 
substance. 
 
The effective date of Ballot Measure 2 is February 24, 2015.  As with proposed Ordinance No. 
663, the council should consider putting in place measures to predictably implement the ballot 
measure at the local level. 
 
Recommendation 
Approve Ordinance No. 664 at first reading. 
 



CODE ORDINANCE   Requested by: City Manager 
 Introduced:
         Public Hearing Scheduled for:
                                                                                                                                    Adopted:  
 

CITY OF DILLINGHAM, ALASKA 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2015-XXX 
  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING DILLINGHAM MUNICIPAL CODE TITLE 8 – HEALTH AND 
WELFARE BY THE ADDITION OF A NEW CHAPTER PROVIDING REGULATION OF 
MARIJUANA IN THE CITY OF DILLINGHAM, ALASKA  
 
WHEREAS, on February 24, 2015 use and possession of less than an ounce of marijuana by 
persons over the age of 21 will be permitted by state law; 
 
WHEREAS, use of marijuana in public places threatens the health, welfare, and peace of the 
City of Dillingham and its residents; 
 
WHEREAS, marijuana possession and use by persons under the age of 21 remains a crime; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the City has a compelling interest in regulating intoxicating substances and their 
use; 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE DILLINGHAM CITY COUNCIL:  
 

Section 1. Classification.   This is a code ordinance.  

Section 2. Amendment to Title 8. That Dillingham Municipal Code Title 8 –  Health 
and Safety is hereby amended by the addition of a new Chapter 8.30 – Marijuana Regulation 
to read as follows: 

 
Chapter 8.30. 

MARIJUANA REGULATION 
Sections:  

8.30.010 Definitions. 
8.30.020 Local regulatory authority. 
8.30.030 Violations and remedies. 
8.30.040 Marijuana use in public prohibited. 
8.30.050 Marijuana use in vehicles prohibited. 
8.30.060 Marijuana possession and use under the age of 21 prohibited. 

 
8.30.010.  Definitions. 
 “Marijuana” means all parts of the plant of the genus cannabis whether grown or not, the 
seeds thereof, the resin extracted from any part of the plant, and every compound, 
manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture or preparation of the plant, its seeds, or its resin, 
including marijuana concentrate. 
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“Public place” means in or upon any city-owned property, as well as any area to which the 
public is invited or in which the public is permitted, including, but not limited to, banks, 
educational facilities, health care facilities, laundromats, public transportation facilities, 
reception areas, restaurants, bars, clubs, retail food production and marketing 
establishments, retail service establishments, theaters, waiting rooms, hallways, lobbies and 
common areas of hotels and multi-unit buildings, shorelines, waterways, and tidelands. 

8.30.020.  Local Regulatory Authority. 
The city council is designated as the “local regulatory authority” as that term is used in Alaska 
Statutes Chapter 17.38 and any implementing legislation or rule-making. 

8.30.030  Violations and remedies. 
A. It is unlawful for any person who operates any restaurant, eatery, bar, hotel or 

other lodging, or retail establishment to permit marijuana use in violation of this chapter. 
B. It is unlawful for any person to consume or use marijuana in violation of this 

chapter. 
C. Any person aggrieved by a violation of this chapter or the city may bring a civil 

action against a person who violates this chapter and may recover a civil penalty not to 
exceed three hundred dollars per violation. An action to enjoin a violation may be brought 
notwithstanding the availability of any other remedy. 

8.30.040.  Marijuana use in public places prohibited. 
Use or consumption of marijuana in a public place is prohibited. This section is not 

intended to restrict a property owner from further restricting use of marijuana. 

8.30.050.  Marijuana use in or on motor vehicles prohibited. 
Marijuana use in or on motor vehicles, on the deck or in the wheelhouse of a watercraft, 

or in an aircraft is prohibited. 

8.30.060.  Marijuana possession and use under the age of 21 prohibited. 
Possession and consumption of marijuana by persons less than 21 years of age are 

prohibited. 

Section 3. Amendment to Title 1, Chapter 1.20, Section 1.20.040. That 
Dillingham Municipal Code 1.20.040 – Minor Offense Fine Schedule is hereby amended by 
the addition of new language to read as follows: 

Code Section Offense Penalty/Fine 
8.30.030(A) Permitting unlawful marijuana use  100 first offense 

500 second offense 
Must appear – 3rd offense 

8.30.030(B) Unlawful marijuana use 100 first offense 
100 second offense 

Must appear – 3rd offense 
8.30.060 Under-age Marijuana use or 

possession 
100 first offense 

200 second offense 
Must appear – 3rd offense 
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 Section 4. Effective Date.  This ordinance is effective upon passage.  
 
 PASSED and ADOPTED by a duly constituted quorum of the Dillingham City Council 
on ______________________. 
 
 
        
        ______________________________
                           Alice Ruby, Mayor 
 
ATTEST:       [SEAL] 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Janice Williams, City Clerk 
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CODE ORDINANCE   Requested by: City Manager 
 Introduced: 
         Public Hearing Scheduled for:
                                                                                                                                    Adopted:  
 

CITY OF DILLINGHAM, ALASKA 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2015-XXX 
  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING DILLINGHAM MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 8.10, PROHIBITION 
OF SMOKING IN PUBLIC PLACES, SECTION 8.10.010 DEFINITIONS 
 
WHEREAS, on February 24, 2015 use and possession of less than an ounce of marijuana by persons 
over the age of 21 will be permitted under state law; 
 
WHEREAS, use of electronic cigarettes and vaporizers for the consumption of tobacco and marijuana 
is increasing; 
 
WHEREAS, these devices give off fumes and vapors containing chemicals omitted when tobacco and 
marijuana are smoked; and 
 
WHEREAS, the public health risk posed by second-hand inhalation of these fumes and vapors is 
unknown; 
 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE DILLINGHAM CITY COUNCIL:  
 
 Section 1.  Classification.   This is a code ordinance.  

 Section 2. Amendment to Section 8.10.010. That Dillingham Municipal Code Section 
8.10.010 –  Definitions is hereby amended to read as follows (Additions are underlined and 
emboldened and deletions are shown as strikethrough.): 

8.10.010 Definitions. 
The following words and phrases, whenever used in this chapter, shall be construed as defined in this 
section: 

“Bar” means an establishment that is devoted to the serving of alcoholic beverages for consumption 
by guests on the premises and in which the serving of food is only incidental to the consumption of 
those beverages, including but not limited to, taverns, nightclubs, cocktail lounges and cabarets. 

“Business” means a person (as defined in Sections 4.20.020 and 1.16.010) providing goods or 
services within the city for profit. 

“Employee” means any person who is employed by any employer in the consideration for direct or 
indirect monetary wages or profit, and any person who volunteers his or her services for a non-profit 
entity. 

“Employer” means any person, partnership, corporation, including a municipal corporation, non-profit 
entity, business, association and trust, which employs the services of one or more individual persons. 
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“Enclosed area” means all space between a floor and ceiling which is enclosed on all sides by solid 
walls or windows (exclusive of doors or passage ways) which extend from the floor to the ceiling, 
including all space therein screened by partitions which do not extend to the ceiling or are not solid, 
office landscaping or similar structures. 

“Health care facility” means an office or institution providing care or treatment of diseases whether 
physical, mental, or emotional, or other medical physiological, or psychological conditions, including 
but not limited to hospitals, or other clinics, including weight control clinics, nursing homes, homes for 
the aging or chronically ill, laboratories and offices of surgeons, chiropractors, physical therapists, 
physicians, dentists, and all specialists within these professions. This definition shall include all 
waiting rooms, hallways, private rooms, semiprivate rooms, and wards within health care facilities. 

“Places of employment” means any enclosed area under the control of a public or private employer 
which employees normally frequent during the course of employment, including but not limited to work 
areas, employee lounges and restrooms, conference and class rooms, employee cafeterias, hallways 
and vehicles. A private residence is not a place of employment unless it is used as a childcare, adult 
day care or health care facility. 

“Public place” means any enclosed area to which the public is invited or in which the public is 
permitted, including but not limited to banks, educational facilities, health care facilities, laundromats, 
public transportation facilities, reception areas, restaurants, retail food production and marketing 
establishments, retail service establishments, retail stores, theaters and waiting rooms. A private 
residence is not a public place unless it is used as a childcare, adult day care or health care facility. 

“Restaurant” means any coffee shop, cafeteria, sandwich stand, private and public school cafeteria, 
and any other eating establishment which gives or offers for sale food to the public, guests, or 
employees, as well as kitchens in which food is prepared on the premises for serving elsewhere, 
including catering facilities. The term restaurant shall include a bar area within a restaurant. Smoking 
would still be permissible in stand-alone bars. 

“Retail tobacco store” means a retail store utilized primarily for the sale of tobacco products and 
accessories and in which the sale of other products is merely incidental. 

“Service line” means any indoor line at which one or more persons are waiting for or receiving service 
of any kind, whether or not service involves the exchange of money. 

“Smoking” means inhaling, exhaling, burning or carrying any lighted tobacco, product and lighted 
cigar, cigarette, or pipe.  nicotine, marijuana, or herbal product as well as the use of any 
vaporizer, electronic cigarette, or other device used to produce inhalable fumes or vapors from 
tobacco, nicotine, marijuana, or herbal product, or oils produced from these products. 

“Sports arena” means sports pavilions, gymnasiums, health spas, boxing arenas, swimming pools, 
roller and ice rinks, bowling alleys and other similar places where members of the general public 
assemble either to engage in physical exercise, participate in athletic competition, or witness sports 
events. 

City of Dillingham             Ordinance No. 2015-XXX 
Page 2 of 3 



 
 Section 3. Effective Date.  This ordinance is effective upon passage.  
 
 PASSED and ADOPTED by a duly constituted quorum of the Dillingham City Council on 
______________________. 
 
       
 
        ______________________________
                           Alice Ruby, Mayor 
 
ATTEST:       [SEAL] 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Janice Williams, City Clerk 
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From: Laurie Sica
To: "Cathy Bremner"; "Kacie Paxton"; "Katy Suiter"; "Johanna Kinney"; "Ann Cornell"
Cc: clfreas@acsalaska.net; dsharrah@adak-ak.gov; tanderson@aeboro.org; eaglecty@aptalaska.net;

 kasaancityclerk@aptalaska.net; sptcity@arctic.net; tschoneman@bbbak.us; kring@borough.kenai.ak.us;
 clerk@ccalaska.com; pwhite@ci.delta-junction.ak.us; ddsnider@ci.fairbanks.ak.us; jjhovenden@ci.fairbanks.ak.us;
 "Tanya C. Clooten"; shuntington@ci.galena.ak.us; jjohnson@ci.homer.ak.us; mjacobsen@ci.homer.ak.us;
 rkrause@ci.homer.ak.us; Beth McEwen; ctriana@ci.soldotna.ak.us; "Shellie Saner"; cityclerk@ci.unalaska.ak.us;
 kpilande@ci.unalaska.ak.us; ahendrickson@ci.valdez.ak.us; smcmillen@ci.valdez.ak.us; spierce@ci.valdez.ak.us;
 ksmithers@ci.wasilla.ak.us; swhiteley@ci.wasilla.ak.us; "Kim Stanker"; cperkins@city.kodiak.ak.us;
 dmarlar@city.kodiak.ak.us; mshuravloff-nelson@city.kodiak.ak.us; klwagner@cityofakp.org;
 Lele.samuelu@cityofbarrow.org; "Lori Strickler"; cityclerk@cityofcordova.net; cityclerk3@cityofcordova.net;
 awilliams@cityofhoonah.org; office@cityofkaktovik.org; cityclerk@cityofkiana.org; sybilg@cityofklawock.com;
 cityclerk@cityofseldovia.com; "Collen Ingman"; "MelissaHenshaw"; sara@cityofsitka.com; cityclerk@craigak.com;
 gail_pieknik@denaliborough.com; cityclerk@dillinghamak.us; abenn@fnsb.us; atrickey@fnsb.us; nashford-
bingham@fnsb.us; rvalenti@fnsb.us; akutan@gci.net; bcjamieson@gci.net; cityofshhclerk@gci.net;
 ksmaccounting@gci.net; beckyregula@gmail.com; "Jeri Alakayak"; "City of Nuiqsut"; emkcity@gmail.com; "Fannie
 Moore"; "Stacia Miller"; "Jennie Peter"; lena.gravelle@gmail.com; ms.michellewebb@gmail.com;
 nulatoclerk@gmail.com; Shagelukcity2010@gmail.com; tfahning@gmail.com; wainwrightcity@gmail.com;
 lori.ewing@gustavus-ak.gov; jcozzi@haines.ak.us; kkielsmeier@haines.ak.us; City.of.togiak-alaska@hotmail.com;
 cityofnewstuyahok@hotmail.com; jessicahuntercityclerscm@hotmail.com; kathryn_kristi1@hotmail.com;
 cmixson@houston-ak.gov; rrein@houston-ak.gov; sdukes@houston-ak.gov; amcglasson@kenai.city;
 smodigh@kenai.city; alishag@kgbak.us; deannag@kgbak.us; cityclerk@kingcoveak.org; Angela MacKenzie;
 Jessica Kilborn; Nova Javier; Sheila Smith; bhavrilla@kpb.us; jblankenship@kpb.us; "Michele Turner";
 cityclerksaxman@kpunet.net; kateconley@lakeandpen.com; cityofnapaskiak@live.com; "Amy Bohmbach"; "Brenda
 Henry"; "Debra Wetherhorn"; "Elaine Flagg"; "Hilary Schwaderer"; "Jamie Newman"; "Joell Church"; "Lonnie
 McKechnie"; coaclerk@mtaonline.net; jonesBAR@muni.org; moserak@muni.org; schleusnerDF@muni.org;
 JNederhood@nomealaska.org; tmoran@nomealaska.org; elaineb.solomon@north-slope.org;
 jeannie.brower@north-slope.org; michelle.leavitt@north-slope.org; tonya.fereti@north-slope.org;
 "Tricia@northpolealaska.com"; "Kathy Weber"; mhenry@nwabor.org; satoruk@nwabor.org;
 cityofouzinkie@ouzinkie.org; "Janette Bower"; srife@palmerak.org; dthompson@petersburgak.gov;
 korear@petersburgak.gov; "E.Deach@Skagway.org"; "Michelle Gihl"; cityclerk@thornebay-ak.gov;
 cclerk@whittieralaska.gov; "Jennifer Rogers"; "Kim Flores"; cclerk56@yahoo.com; citychefornak@yahoo.com;
 cityofnewhalen@yahoo.com; cityofnunap@yahoo.com; copp_clerk@yahoo.com; mayor_kts@yahoo.com;
 russianmissioncityof@yahoo.com

Subject: RE: Marijuana Resolutions
Date: Monday, February 09, 2015 8:48:20 AM
Attachments: Ord2014-50-Final_Marijauna_Establishment_Moratorium.pdf

Ord2014-51c-Final_Second_Hand_Smoke_Control_Code_re_Marijuana.pdf

Here are two, a third is coming at our next meeting…the first was a moratorium on accepting
 applications for marijuana related retail establishments until October 19 – to allow time for the state
 to do their thing and our marijuana committee ( 4 Assembly 3 planning commissioners) to work out
 the details of how those retail establishments will be permitted in code (zoning, etc.)
 
The second one adds marijuana to our second hand smoke control code (no smoking in public
 places…)
 
The third to come is a fine schedule for above and including marijuana in the open container laws for
 vehicles…
 
More later!  Laurie
 

From: Cathy Bremner [mailto:yakclerk@yakutatak.us] 
Sent: Friday, February 06, 2015 4:04 PM
To: 'Kacie Paxton'; 'Katy Suiter'; 'Johanna Kinney'; 'Ann Cornell'
Cc: clfreas@acsalaska.net; dsharrah@adak-ak.gov; tanderson@aeboro.org; eaglecty@aptalaska.net;
 kasaancityclerk@aptalaska.net; sptcity@arctic.net; tschoneman@bbbak.us; kring@borough.kenai.ak.us;
 clerk@ccalaska.com; pwhite@ci.delta-junction.ak.us; ddsnider@ci.fairbanks.ak.us;
 jjhovenden@ci.fairbanks.ak.us; 'Tanya C. Clooten'; shuntington@ci.galena.ak.us;
 jjohnson@ci.homer.ak.us; mjacobsen@ci.homer.ak.us; rkrause@ci.homer.ak.us; Beth McEwen; Laurie
 Sica; ctriana@ci.soldotna.ak.us; 'Shellie Saner'; cityclerk@ci.unalaska.ak.us; kpilande@ci.unalaska.ak.us;
 ahendrickson@ci.valdez.ak.us; smcmillen@ci.valdez.ak.us; spierce@ci.valdez.ak.us;
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Section 3. Moratorium Period. The prohibition imposed by Section 2 shall be in
effect through October 19, 2015.


Section 2. Moratorium. Notwithstanding CBJ 49.25.$00 or any other section of
the Land Use Code, no development permit application shall be accepted, or pending
applications approved, pertaining to marijuana establishments, including marijuana
cultivation, testing, and product manufacturing facilities and marijuana retail stores.


Section 1. Classification. This is a non-code ordinance.


NOW,THEREFORE,BE IT ENACTEDBYTHEASSEMBLYOFTHECITYANDBOROUGHOF
JUNEAU,ALASKA:


WHEREAS,the purpose of this moratorium is to allow the CBJ a reasonable period of
time to consider and enact legislation concerning the operation of marijuana establishments
in the CBJ.


WHEREAS,it is in the public's best interest that the CBJ thoughtfully consider and
adopt land use regulations that ensure the orderly development and regulation of marijuana
establishments within the CBJ; and


WHEREAS,the initiative authorizes local governments to enact legislation concerning
the time, place and manner related to the operation of registered marijuana establishments;
and


WHEREAS,the initiative, which goes into effect on February 24, 2015, requires the
State to begin accepting and processing applications for the registration of marijuana
establishments within one year of the effective date of the act; and


WHEREAS,on November 4, 2014, the Alaskan voters approved a ballot measure
legalizing the use of marijuana, and, with a State license, the operation of marijuana
establishments, defined as cultivation, manufacturing, testing and retail facilities; and


An Ordinance Imposing a Limited Moratorium on. the Receipt or
Processing of Applications, Permits, or Pending Approvals Pertaining
to Marijuana Establishments.


Serial No. 2014-50


ORDINANCE OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF JUNEAU, ALASKA


Presented by: The Manager
Introduced: 12/22/2015
Drafted by: A. G. Mead
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Laurie Sica, Mu icipal Clerk
/


Attest:


Adopted this 12thday of January, 2015.


Section 4. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective 30 days after its
adoption.








Smoking means inhaling or exhaling tobacco or marijuana smoke, or burning or
carrying any lighted tobacco product or marijuana, or the use of any noncombustible product
that provides a vapor of liquid nicotine or marijuana to the user, or relies on vaporization of
any liquid or solid nicotine or marijuana. This term shall include such devices whether they
are manufactured as e-cigarettes, e-cigars, e-pipes or under any other product name, but
shall not include a tobacco substitute prescribed by a licensed physician, or a tobacco


Marijuana has the same meaning as in Alaska Statute 17.38.900.


(16)Bars, private clubs, and any other enclosed place where marijuana or alcoholic
beverages are sold, or food is offered for sale.


Enclosed public place means an enclosed area or portion thereof to which the public or a
substantial group of persons has access, including:


In this chapter:


36.60.005Definitions.


read:
Section 2. Amendment of Section. CBJ 36.60.005Definitions, is amended to


Section 1. Classification. This ordinance is of a general and permanent nature
and shall become a part of the City and Borough of Juneau Municipal Code.


BE ITENACTEDBYTHEASSEMBLYOFTHECITYANDBOROUGHOFJUNEAU,ALASKA:


An Ordinance Amending the Second-hand Smoke Control Code to
Regulate the Use of Marijuana.


Serial No. 2014-51(c)


ORDINANCEOF THE CITYANDBOROUGHOF JUNEAU,ALASKA


Presented by: The Manager
Introduced: 12/22/2014
Drafted by: A G.Mead
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Adopted this 2nd day of February, 2015.


Section 5. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective 30 days after its
adoption.


(a) Unless otherwise prohibited by State or Federal law, smoking is not prohibited in the
following places:


36.60~030Exceptions; areas where smoking is not prohibited.


Section 4. Amendment of Section. CBJ 36.60.030 Exceptions; areas where
smoking is not prohibited, is amended to read:


(6) Private clubs that are licensed by the State of Alaska to sell marijuana or alcoholic
beverages, or that offer food for sale, regardless of the number of employees; and


(a) Smoking is prohibited in:


36.60.010 Smoking prohibited.


Section 3. Amendment of Section. CBJ 36.60.010 Smoking prohibited, is
amended to read:


product that has been approved by the United States Food and Drug Administration for sale
as a tobacco use cessation or harm reduction product or for other medical purposes, and
which is being marketed and sold solely for that approved purpose.
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Subject: Marijuana Resolutions
 
Hello Fellow Clerks!
 
Hope this email finds you well and warm.  We are snowless and the winds have picked up today.  As it
 is on everyone’s agenda or upcoming agenda the topic of Marijuana regulations for our local
 municipalities.  If you have a draft resolution you would care to share with me I would appreciate it.
 Our Police Chief did get me the City of North Pole but it was requested to see more .  In advance
 thank you so much for your time.
 
Stay warm and safe.
 
 
Cathy Bremner, CMC Borough Clerk
City & Borough Of Yakutat
PO Box 160
Yakutat, AK  99689
907 784 3323 ext 104
www.yakutatak.us
 
 

http://www.yakutatak.us/


Smoking means inhaling or exhaling tobacco or marijuana smoke, or burning or
carrying any lighted tobacco product or marijuana, or the use of any noncombustible product
that provides a vapor of liquid nicotine or marijuana to the user, or relies on vaporization of
any liquid or solid nicotine or marijuana. This term shall include such devices whether they
are manufactured as e-cigarettes, e-cigars, e-pipes or under any other product name, but
shall not include a tobacco substitute prescribed by a licensed physician, or a tobacco

Marijuana has the same meaning as in Alaska Statute 17.38.900.

(16)Bars, private clubs, and any other enclosed place where marijuana or alcoholic
beverages are sold, or food is offered for sale.

Enclosed public place means an enclosed area or portion thereof to which the public or a
substantial group of persons has access, including:

In this chapter:

36.60.005Definitions.

read:
Section 2. Amendment of Section. CBJ 36.60.005Definitions, is amended to

Section 1. Classification. This ordinance is of a general and permanent nature
and shall become a part of the City and Borough of Juneau Municipal Code.

BE ITENACTEDBYTHEASSEMBLYOFTHECITYANDBOROUGHOFJUNEAU,ALASKA:

An Ordinance Amending the Second-hand Smoke Control Code to
Regulate the Use of Marijuana.

Serial No. 2014-51(c)

ORDINANCEOF THE CITYANDBOROUGHOF JUNEAU,ALASKA

Presented by: The Manager
Introduced: 12/22/2014
Drafted by: A G.Mead
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Adopted this 2nd day of February, 2015.

Section 5. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective 30 days after its
adoption.

(a) Unless otherwise prohibited by State or Federal law, smoking is not prohibited in the
following places:

36.60~030Exceptions; areas where smoking is not prohibited.

Section 4. Amendment of Section. CBJ 36.60.030 Exceptions; areas where
smoking is not prohibited, is amended to read:

(6) Private clubs that are licensed by the State of Alaska to sell marijuana or alcoholic
beverages, or that offer food for sale, regardless of the number of employees; and

(a) Smoking is prohibited in:

36.60.010 Smoking prohibited.

Section 3. Amendment of Section. CBJ 36.60.010 Smoking prohibited, is
amended to read:

product that has been approved by the United States Food and Drug Administration for sale
as a tobacco use cessation or harm reduction product or for other medical purposes, and
which is being marketed and sold solely for that approved purpose.



-,

Section 3. Moratorium Period. The prohibition imposed by Section 2 shall be in
effect through October 19, 2015.

Section 2. Moratorium. Notwithstanding CBJ 49.25.$00 or any other section of
the Land Use Code, no development permit application shall be accepted, or pending
applications approved, pertaining to marijuana establishments, including marijuana
cultivation, testing, and product manufacturing facilities and marijuana retail stores.

Section 1. Classification. This is a non-code ordinance.

NOW,THEREFORE,BE IT ENACTEDBYTHEASSEMBLYOFTHECITYANDBOROUGHOF
JUNEAU,ALASKA:

WHEREAS,the purpose of this moratorium is to allow the CBJ a reasonable period of
time to consider and enact legislation concerning the operation of marijuana establishments
in the CBJ.

WHEREAS,it is in the public's best interest that the CBJ thoughtfully consider and
adopt land use regulations that ensure the orderly development and regulation of marijuana
establishments within the CBJ; and

WHEREAS,the initiative authorizes local governments to enact legislation concerning
the time, place and manner related to the operation of registered marijuana establishments;
and

WHEREAS,the initiative, which goes into effect on February 24, 2015, requires the
State to begin accepting and processing applications for the registration of marijuana
establishments within one year of the effective date of the act; and

WHEREAS,on November 4, 2014, the Alaskan voters approved a ballot measure
legalizing the use of marijuana, and, with a State license, the operation of marijuana
establishments, defined as cultivation, manufacturing, testing and retail facilities; and

An Ordinance Imposing a Limited Moratorium on. the Receipt or
Processing of Applications, Permits, or Pending Approvals Pertaining
to Marijuana Establishments.

Serial No. 2014-50

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF JUNEAU, ALASKA

Presented by: The Manager
Introduced: 12/22/2015
Drafted by: A. G. Mead
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Laurie Sica, Mu icipal Clerk
/

Attest:

Adopted this 12thday of January, 2015.

Section 4. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective 30 days after its
adoption.







Introduced by: 

Date: 

Hearing: 

Action: 

Date: 

Action: 

Vote: 

KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH 
ORDINANCE 2015-02 

Wolf 

01/20/15 

02/24/15 
Introduced and Set for 

Public Hearing on 02/24/15 

AN ORDINANCE ENACTING KPB CHAPTER 10.14 PROHIBITING THE 
OPERATION OF MARIJUANA CULTIVATION FACILITIES IN THE AREA OF THE 
KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH OUTSIDE OF THE CITIES, SUBJECT TO VOTER 

APPROVAL 

WHEREAS, during the November 4, 2014, general election the voters approved the initiative 
in ballot measure no. 2 (initiative) which was an act to tax and regulate the 
production, sale and use of marijuana; and 

WHEREAS, the initiative at AS 17.3 8.11 0( A) authorizes local governments to prohibit the 
operation of marijuana cultivation facilities, marijuana product manufacturing 
facilities, marijuana testing facilities, or retail marijuana stores within their 
boundaries through the enactment of an ordinance or by a voter initiative; and 

WHEREAS, residents of the borough should have the opportunity to vote on whether to have 
marijuana cultivation facilities for the intent of resale within the borough 
boundaries; and 

WHEREAS, as the initiative grants all local governments including cities and boroughs the 
authority to regulate or prohibit the operation of marijuana cultivation facilities it 
is appropriate for the cities to decide for themselves whether to exercise this 
authority within their own boundaries; and 

WHEREAS, as this would not apply within the incorporated cities only borough residents 
outside of the cities may vote on this question; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KENAI 
PENINSULA BOROUGH: 

SECTION 1. That the Kenai Peninsula Borough Code of Ordinances is hereby amended by 
adding a new chapter to be numbered KPB 10.14 which shall read as follows: 

Ordinance 2015-02 
Page 1 of2 

New Text Underlined; [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED] Kenai Peninsula Borough, Alaska 



CHAPTER 10.14 MARIJUANA CONTROL 

10.14.010. Prohibition. The operation of marijuana cultivation facilities 1s 
prohibited in the area of the borough outside the cities. 

10.14.020. Definitions. The terms used in this chapter have the saine meaning as 
defined in AS 17.3.8.900 as now enacted or may be amended. 

SECTION 2. That a proposition shall be placed before the voters of the Kenai Peninsula 
Borough for the regular election to be held on October 6, 2015, which reads as 
follows: 

PROPOSITION No. 

Shall Ordinance 2015- , which establishes a new chapter in the Kenai 
Peninsula Borough ·code of Ordinances entitled Chapter 10.14 - Marijuana 

·Control prohibiting the operation of commercial marijuana cultivation ·facilities in 
the area of the Kenai Peninsula Borough outside of the cities be enacted? 

Yes 

No 

A "yes" vote means. marijuana cultivation facilities will be 
prohibited in the area of the borough outside of the cities. 

A "no" vote means marijuana c~ltivation facilities will not 
be prohibited in the area of the, borough outside of the 
cities. 

SECTION 3. That Section 2 of this ordinance takes effect immediately upon its enactment. 
Section 1 of this ordinance shall take effect upon . certification of the election · 
approving the proposition. 

· ENACTED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH TIDS * 
DAY OF * 2015. 

Dale Bagley, Assembly President 

ATTEST: 

Johni Blankenship, MMC, Borough Clerk 

Yes: 

No: 

Absent: 

Kenai Peninsula Borough, Alaska New Text Underlined; [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED] Ordinance 2015-02 
· Page 2 of2 























 
     Submitted by: Chair of the Assembly at the  

  Request of the Mayor 
      Prepared by: Dept. of Law 
      For reading: January 13, 2015 
 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 
AO No. 2015-7 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY AMENDING ANCHORAGE 1 
MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 8.35 WITH A NEW SECTION TO PROHIBIT THE 2 
CONSUMPTION OF MARIJUANA IN A PUBLIC PLACE; AND AMENDING THE 3 
MINOR OFFENSE FINE SCHEDULE AT AMC SECTION 8.05.025A. 4 
ACCORDINGLY. 5 
 6 

 7 
WHEREAS, Ballot Measure 2 – An Act to Tax and Regulate the Production, Sale and 8 
Use of Marijuana, and codified as Alaska Statutes 17.38, provides for the legalization 9 
of marijuana, was passed by the voters in the recent state election and certified on 10 
November 28, 2014 by the State of Alaska, Division of Elections; and 11 
 12 
WHEREAS, newly enacted AS 17.38.040 states:  13 
 14 

Public consumption banned, penalty. 15 
 16 
It is unlawful to consume marijuana in public. A person who violates this 17 
section is guilty of a violation punishable by a fine of up to $100. 18 

 19 
; and  20 
 21 
WHEREAS, the state statute does not define “public”; and  22 
 23 
WHEREAS, the state statute does not discuss or mandate any enforcement 24 
mechanism; and 25 
 26 
WHEREAS, proponents of the effort to legalize marijuana referred to itself as the 27 
“Campaign to Regulate Marijuana Like Alcohol”; and 28 
 29 
WHEREAS, Anchorage Municipal Code section 8.35.400 bans the consumption of 30 
alcohol in a public place; and 31 
 32 
WHEREAS, the effective date of the state marijuana statute is February 24, 2015; 33 
now, therefore,   34 
 35 
THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY ORDAINS: 36 
 37 
Section 1. Anchorage Municipal Code chapter 8.35, Alcohol and Drug Offenses, is 38 
hereby amended by adding a new section to read as follows:   39 
 40 

8.35.300  Consuming marijuana in a public place.  41 
 42 
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A. It is unlawful for any person to knowingly consume marijuana when 1 
the person is:  2 

 3 
1. On, in or upon any public place, except as permitted by 4 

ordinance, regulation, statute or permit; or  5 
 6 
2. Outdoors on property adjacent to a public place, and without 7 

consent of the owner or person in control thereof.  8 
 9 

B. For purposes of this section, the definitions of the words and phrases 10 
below shall apply:  11 

 12 
1.  Consume shall have the meaning, in all conjugate forms, of 13 

“consumption” set forth in AS 17.38.900.  14 
 15 
2. Marijuana shall have the meaning set forth in AS 17.38.900. 16 
 17 
3. Public place means a place to which the public or a 18 

substantial group of persons has access and includes, but is 19 
not limited to, streets, highways, sidewalks, alleys, 20 
transportation facilities, parking areas, convention centers, 21 
sports arenas, schools, places of business or amusement, 22 
shopping centers, malls, parks, playgrounds, prisons, and 23 
hallways, lobbies, doorways and other portions of apartment 24 
houses and hotels not constituting rooms or apartments 25 
designed for actual residence.  26 

 27 
C. Violation of this section is a minor offense punishable as set forth in 28 

the minor offenses fine schedule.  29 
 30 
 31 
Section 2.   Anchorage Municipal Code section 8.05.025 is hereby amended to read 32 
as follows (the remainder of the section omitted is not affected and therefore not set 33 
out):   34 

 35 
8.05.025  Minor Offense Fine Schedule; Misdemeanor penalty 36 

reference table; and state surcharge. 37 
 38 
A.  Minor Offense Fine Schedule. In accordance with AS 29.25.070(a), 39 

citations for the following offenses may be disposed of as provided in 40 
AS 12.25.195-.230, without a court appearance, upon payment of the 41 
fine amounts listed below plus the state surcharge required by AS 42 
12.55.039 and AS 29.25.074, if applicable. The Rules of Minor Offense 43 
Procedure in the Alaska Rules of Court apply to all offenses listed 44 
below.   Citations charging these offenses must meet the requirements 45 
of Minor Offense Rule 3. If a person charged with one of these 46 
offenses appears in court and is found guilty, the penalty imposed for 47 
the offense may not exceed the fine amount for that offense listed 48 
below. Reduction of the scheduled fine amount is prohibited pursuant 49 
to Alaska Rules of Minor Offense Procedure 10(a).  If an offense is not 50 
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listed on this fine schedule or another fine schedule, the defendant 1 
must appear in court to answer to the charges. A person must respond 2 
to the citation within 30 days. Reduction of the scheduled fine amount 3 
is prohibited pursuant to Alaska Rules of Minor Offense Procedure 4 
10(a). 5 

 6 
Title Section Fine amount 

Impersonating 
paramedic or 
emergency medical 
technician 

8.30.075 300.00 

Consuming marijuana 
in public place 

8.35.300 100.00 

Consuming alcoholic 
beverage in public 
place. 

8.35.400 [300] 100.00 

Intoxicated persons on 
roadway 

8.35.410 [310] 500.00 

*** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 
 7 
 B.  Misdemeanor offenses reference table.  8 

 9 
* * *    * * *    * * * 10 
(AO No. 2014-42, § 1, 6-21-14) 11 

 12 
Section 3. This ordinance shall be effective on February 24, 2015.   13 
 14 
PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Assembly this _______ day of 15 
_______________, 2015. 16 
 17 
 18 
 19 

       20 
       Chair of the Assembly 21 
 22 
 23 
ATTEST: 24 
 25 
 26 
 27 
      28 
Municipal Clerk 29 
 30 



AO Number: Title:

Sponsor: MAYOR
Preparing Agency: Department of Law
Others Impacted:  APD

FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19

Operating Expenditures
1000 Personal Services
2000 Non-Labor
3900 Contributions
4000 Debt Service

TOTAL DIRECT COSTS: -$               -$               -$               -$               -$               

Add:  6000 Charges from Others
Less:  7000 Charges to Others

FUNCTION COST: -$               -$               -$               -$               -$               

REVENUES:

CAPITAL:

POSITIONS: FT/PT and Temp

PUBLIC SECTOR ECONOMIC EFFECTS:

MUNICIPALITY OF ANCHORAGE
Summary of Economic Effects -- General Government

CHANGES IN EXPENDITURES AND REVENUES: (In Thousands of Dollars)

2015-7 AN ORDINANCE OF THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY AMENDING ANCHORAGE 
MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 8.35 WITH A NEW SECTION TO PROHIBIT THE 
CONSUMPTION OF MARIJUANA IN A PUBLIC PLACE; AND AMENDING THE 
MINOR OFFENSE FINE SCHEDULE AT AMC SECTION 8.05.025A. 
ACCORDINGLY.

PUBLIC SECTOR ECONOMIC EFFECTS:

PRIVATE SECTOR ECONOMIC EFFECTS:

Prepared by: Telephone:  343-4545Department of Law

The economic effects are speculative and cannot be reasonably estimated because of the changing status of 
marijuana laws and its use. There is no basis on which to realistically estimate the revenue from this new minor 
offense fine. 

None. 
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Home > Ordinance to ban public marijuana consumption in Anchorage passes unanimously

Suzanna Caldwell [1]

January 27, 2015

With legal possession of recreational marijuana only four weeks away, the Anchorage Assembly 
unanimously approved an ordinance making it illegal to consume it in a public place.

The ordinance Tuesday established rules on consuming the substance [2]in a public place, a 
provision outlined in Ballot Measure 2 which made such an act strictly illegal and subject to fines.

The ordinance -- a blend of the city’s alcohol and tobacco prohibitions -- made clear the definition 
of a public place and stipulated the fines associated with violating the law. Those caught 
consuming marijuana in public will face a fine of $100 under the ordinance, the same fee outlined 
in Ballot Measure 2. Anchorage Police Chief Mark Mew noted that the fee was a civil, not criminal 
citation, similar to a traffic ticket.

Personal use provisions of the initiative go into effect Feb. 24. On that day it will be legal to 
possess up to one ounce of marijuana and six plants [3], three of which can be mature. Sales will 
still be prohibited until the state sets up a permitting system through the regulation, a nine-month 
process that begins when the initiative goes in to effect.

Mew testified to the Assembly that it was important to get the law on the books before the ballot 
measure goes in to effect and before the state completes its own rules.

“Trying to cure it down the road will be much worse unless we set the standard from the 
beginning,” he said. “We don’t want to educate (the) public that we can’t enforce it by our inaction 
and try to get it back six months from now.”

Despite the clear provisions in the initiative, the measure drew testimony mostly in opposition. 
Many had concerns over what constituted a public place and whether that would effect 
consumption in “cannabis cafes” or other businesses hoping to sell marijuana.

Joanne Henning, representing the Alaska Cannabis Association, had concerns over where people 
would go to use the substance, specifically tourists. If there cannot be cannabis cafes, similar to 
bars, she wondered where people would go to use it?

“We voted to control it like alcohol; we want a safe place to consume it like alcohol,” she testified.

But under the proposed ordinance, permitted facilities could allow patrons to consume marijuana.

Confusion stemmed from groups who voiced concerns that the issue of “public” was too broad. 
Bruce Schulte, spokesman for the Coalition for Responsible Cannabis Legislation, noted concerns 
over a specific section of the city’s alcohol laws allowing permitted facilities to be exempt from the 
public consumption prohibition.
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When asked during Assembly debate why that portion was left out, Municipal Attorney Dennis 
Wheeler said it was intentionally left out because his office felt the issue was covered in another 
section of the ordinance. He said his office did not think having it reiterated was “good drafting.”

Assemblyman Patrick Flynn suggested adding the section back in to parallel the alcohol laws in an 
effort to not add any additional confusion. He said not having it could lead to inconsistencies from 
the courts.

The Assembly approved the amendment, though Wheeler maintained his position.

“It’s redundant and unnecessary, but legally speaking it does no good or no harm,” Wheeler said.

After its passage, Schulte admitted the issue of public consumption was a tough one, but that he 
was pleased with the Assembly’s outcome and pleased they had lined up the marijuana provisions 
with alcohol.

“It’s an excess of caution,” he said. “But let’s have parity.”

The ordinance is the second to come through the Anchorage Assembly since Ballot Measure 2 
passed in November. Just weeks after the measure passed, Assemblywoman Amy 
Demboski introduced an ordinance that would have banned commercial marijuana sales in 
Anchorage, another provision allowed under the initiative. After four hours of testimony largely 
against the measure [4], the ordinance was voted down 9-2.

Source URL: http://www.adn.com/article/20150127/ordinance-ban-public-marijuana-consumption-anchorage-passes-
unanimously

Links:
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[2] http://www.adn.com/article/20150113/anchorage-assembly-ordinance-defining-public-consumption-faces-backlash
[3] http://www.adn.com/article/20141108/weed-really-legal-and-other-things-you-need-know-about-marijuana-alaska
[4] http://www.adn.com/article/20141216/residents-brings-concerns-anchorage-assembly-over-possibly-limiting-
commercial
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North Pole mayor proposes 
restrictions on marijuana use

Posted: Monday, February 2, 2015 1:38 pm | Updated: 5:40 pm, Thu Feb 5, 2015. 

Amanda Bohman, abohman@newsminer.com

FAIRBANKS — North Pole Mayor Bryce Ward introduced legislation on Monday effectively 
restricting marijuana use outside of the home.

The ordinance is part of a package of measures dealing with the regulation of marijuana in 
North Pole. The ordinances were advanced for a vote on Feb. 17.

The new voter-approved state law, which 
goes into effect on Feb. 24, decriminalizes 
cannabis but prohibits using it in public. 
What is a public place was left undefined.

Here is how Ward proposes to define a 
public place: streets, highways, sidewalks, 
alleys, transportation facilities, parking 
areas, convention centers, sports arenas, 
schools, places of business or amusement, 
shopping centers, malls, parks, 
playgrounds, prisons and other portions of 
apartment houses and hotels not 

constituting rooms or apartments designed for actual residence such as hallways, lobbies 
and doorways.

“We are saying that the only place it’s allowed, if this ordinance passes, is in your home,” 
Ward said.

City Councilman Thomas McGhee attempted to amend the ordinance by defining public 
places as those places funded with public money. His amendment failed.

If approved, the fine for using marijuana in public in North Pole would be $100.

The measure would leave the door open to the possibility of North Pole allowing 
establishments to apply for a permit to allow marijuana consumption.
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Brandon Emmett, executive director of the Coalition for Responsible Cannabis Legislation, 
said he supports the ordinance because it allows for permitted establishments to authorize 
marijuana use.

“This could open the door to establishments, such as cannabis-themed coffee shops, being 
allowed to have marijuana consumed on premises,” Emmett said in an email.

Another measure by Ward outlaws marijuana oil extraction using flammable substances. 
The punishment, if approved by the City Council, is a $1,500 fine.

Ward also sponsored a resolution asking the state to clarify a variety of issues surrounding 
the new cannabis laws, approved by voters statewide in the November election.

Among the issues are whether limits for personal use apply to each person or to each 
household.

Ward also wants to ask the state to clarify whether a passenger vehicle is considered a 
public or non-public place.

Contact staff writer Amanda Bohman at 459-7587.

More about Marijuana Regulation

◾ ARTICLE: Fairbanks City Council rejects firefighter grant proposal
◾ ARTICLE: Marijuana, ANWR top legislative agenda for this week
◾ ARTICLE: Rewrites of marijuana bills on Monday committee agendas
◾ ARTICLE: Marijuana, the gas line, budget and oil taxes on the Legislature agenda this week

More about North Pole

◾ ARTICLE: Wolf pack reported in North Pole area Monday
◾ ARTICLE: Man wielding machete involved in North Pole fight
◾ ARTICLE: Patriots, Wolfpack start state hockey early
◾ ARTICLE: Lathrop hoops sweeps North Pole
◾ ARTICLE: Rogers thriving on North Pole wrestling squad after drop in weight class
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Steve McElreath ·  Top Commenter · Rockdale County 
High School
it is against my religious beliefs, personal hygiene, and 
exhaled smoke in my home. to smoke marijuana 
(cannabis) inside my cabin, I always smoke outside, 
How can a government force me to violate my 
personal/religious beliefs? I live on my property, my 
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North Pole grapples with marijuana 
laws at City Council workshop

Posted: Friday, January 23, 2015 12:02 am | Updated: 11:37 am, Fri Jan 23, 2015. 

By Amanda Bohman abohman@newsminer.com

NORTH POLE — The City Council is divided over whether to allow marijuana to be sold 
here.

The panel agreed at a workshop on Thursday to deal with personal use of pot first.

“I think the first thing is public consumption, 
defining that, narrowing it down,” North 
Pole Mayor Bryce Ward said.

The North Pole City Council is the first 
municipal lawmaking body in the Fairbanks 
North Star Borough to take up the issue of 
local marijuana regulation.

The panel held a workshop to discuss 
Councilwoman Sharron Hunter’s proposal 
to ban the sale of marijuana in the 
Christmas-themed community.

The workshop was held for discussion purposes. No vote was made.

Starting Feb. 24, people 21 and older can have, grow, trade and transport limited amounts 
of marijuana. Pot sales are down the road after the state creates regulations. It is unlawful 
to consume marijuana in public.

Leaders in North Pole agreed for a need to define what is a public space so marijuana 
users will know where they are allowed to partake.

Councilwoman Elizabeth Holm suggested the definition of a public space include 
restaurants, waiting rooms, malls, education facilities, libraries, medical facilities, theaters, 
auditoriums and waiting rooms.
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Holm is the chief opponent on the council of allowing marijuana to be sold in North Pole.

She said she is concerned about her child getting the impression that using pot is OK after 
seeing marijuana stores in the community.

Councilman Thomas McGhee, who argued in favor of inviting the marijuana industry to 
North Pole, said he’s been going around asking people about it.

McGhee said he asks residents if they would mind if an empty bank on Santa Claus Lane, 
the main drag, became a marijuana dispensary. Most have been supportive of the idea, he 
said.

McGhee said there’s a misleading stereotype of marijuana users propagated by the news 
media.

“The truth of the matter is it’s the doctors, the teachers, the university educators, the 
lawyers. I know these people. They indulge.”

McGhee said North Pole needs the tax revenues to deal with an increased demand on 
public services anticipated because of the new marijuana laws.

“I feel if we prohibit the retail sales within the city limits, we are cutting ourselves out of a 
share of the revenues,” McGhee said.

North Pole Police Chief Steve Dutra said he is concerned about edible marijuana products, 
such as pot tarts, which are packaged to look like Pop-Tarts, getting into the hands of 
children.

Dutra recently attended a conference dealing with law enforcement and government issues 
since Colorado legalized marijuana.

“We have to urge our legislators to regulate these products,” he said. “The kids will get 
them.”

Contact staff writer Amanda Bohman at 459-7587.

More about North Pole

◾ ARTICLE: Wolf pack reported in North Pole area Monday
◾ ARTICLE: Man wielding machete involved in North Pole fight
◾ ARTICLE: Patriots, Wolfpack start state hockey early
◾ ARTICLE: Lathrop hoops sweeps North Pole
◾ ARTICLE: Rogers thriving on North Pole wrestling squad after drop in weight class

More about Marijuana

◾ ARTICLE: Drugs often present in Alaska violent deaths
◾ ARTICLE: Fairbanks Borough officials to testify about commercial pot
◾ ARTICLE: Alaska marijuana crime bill delayed until next week
◾ ARTICLE: Another stab at marijuana laws: Legislature has three and a half weeks to get the new laws right
◾ ARTICLE: Anchorage Assembly approves pot public consumption ban

Posted in Local news, Marijuana on Friday, January 23, 2015 12:02 am. Updated: 11:37 am. | Tags: North Pole, 

Marijuana, Pot Laws, City Council, Person Pot Use
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Mike Starkey ·  Top Commenter · North Pole, Alaska

The kids are getting pot now. It's readily available. Any 
high school kid who wants it knows where and how to 
get it. It's probably in the Middle School too. This 
concern that the kids will get it is the ultimate denial of 
reality. Those who want it already get it. Thomas 
McGhee is a refreshing breath of fresh air on what is 
predominantly a conservative, nanny-state, we know 
what's best for everyone council. Keep representing us 
Mr. McGhee. I find it ironic that a city themed on an 
imaginary magic man with an army of toy making elves 
and flying reindeer is concerned about a little marijuana. 
It seems to me to be the perfect fit!
Reply · Like ·  · January 23 at 4:41am11

Frank Turney ·  Top Commenter · OSP

You mean 'Cannabis' don't you?
Reply · Like ·  · January 23 at 11:49am1

Ralph Peterson ·  Top Commenter · Trenton, Florida

Its the parents job to teach their children about 
cannabis, its the parents job to keep edibles or anything 
else out of the hands of their children.In short,,,,ITS THE 
PARENTS JOB!!!!!!!
Reply · Like ·  · January 23 at 8:27am5

Charlotte Morris Perry · University of Alaska Fairbanks

Excellent points Mr. McGhee! Education of minors as a 
deterrent until they are of age to make their own 
decisions.
Reply · Like ·  · January 23 at 2:13am4

Bill Ralston · Juneau, Alaska
Maybe the best solution is to not create another layer of 
bureaucracy and just make it another product sold in 
liquor stores. Liquor stores are already highly regulated 
and cannot be within certain distances of schools and 
churches. The real job is going to be regulating the 
processors that deliver the product to the stores in pre-
packaged quantities with barcodes already attached.
Reply · Like ·  · January 23 at 7:42am3

Jennifer Kennedy · North Pole, Alaska

It's funny that they are afraid of the kids getting edibles 
and other marijuana products when the kids are getting 
alcohol and getting drunk... They see their parents doing 
it. They see it on tv where it looks fun... REALLY??
Reply · Like ·  · January 23 at 2:34am3

Michael Albertson ·  Top Commenter

Councilwoman Sharron Hunter would like to ban pot 
because it isn't Christmas themed? I guess she is OK 
with Alcohol, you know the most commonly cited factor 
in domestic violence, Fetal Alcohol Syndrome in children 
and DUIs? How about Flint Hills and the destroyed 
North Pole water table, pollution, fast food and sales 
taxes?
I didn't realize North Pole was such a strong Santa 
economy, seeing as how you have a local year round 
tax on everything in town. Councilman Thomas McGhee 
has the logical and sensible approach to this issue. Be 
smart folks. MJ use is illegal in public, around schools 
and playgrounds. All you need to do is regulate a 
business selling marijuana. Of course, people in North 
Pole can always go to Fairbanks or perhaps Salcha and 
buy legal product, then go back to North Pole and 
smoke it at home.
Reply · Like ·  · Edited · January 23 at 1:14pm2

ClaudioTheresa Gomes ·  Top Commenter · Fairbanks, 
Alaska

Does the councilwoman children think it is ok for them to 
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