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Frequently asked Questions

Why should | care about retaining judges?

Chances are that you or a close friend or family member wili appear before a judge at some point. Judges hawe the power to
preserve your rights as a citizen, determine chiid custody and other important family matters, resolve business disputes
both large and smali, send people to jail, and make cther declsions that affect people In fundamental ways. You do a public
senice to your feflow citizens by wvoting to retain judges who perform weli and voling not to retain a judge who does not meet
expectations,

How Does the Judicial Council Evaluate Judges in Order to Make
Recommendations to Voters?

The Judicial Councii thoroughly reviews a judge’s performance before the retention election. The Council sureys thousands
of Alaskans inciuding police, peace and probation officers, counl empioyees, attomeys, jurors, soclal workers and those
who sene as guardians ad litem for children, asking them about their experience with the judges on the ballot. Those who
appear frequently before the judges rate them on a number of criteria, Inciuding their iegal ability, diligence, temperament,
and faimess and may submit namative comments about the judge's performance. The Council also solicits specific
feedback from attomeys who appesered before the judge in recent cases and considers the ratings and obsenations of the
Alaska Judiciai Obseners, an Independent, community-based group of volunteers who attend courtroom proceedings and

rate a judge’s performance.

Among other materiais, the Council aiso reviews how often the judge was disqualified from presiding over a case, how often
a triaj judge was afirmed or reversed on appeal, whether the judge has been involved in any disciplinary proceedings, and
whaether the judge’s pay was withheld for an untimely decision. The Councli may perform detalied foliow-up Investigations of
any potential problem areas, and may conduct personal interews with presiding judges, attomeys, court staff, and others
about the judge's performance. The Council also holds a statewide public hearing to obtain commaents about judges.

Councll members meel before the retention election to discuss the information gathered for these judicial evaluations, and
at the conciusion of the meeting, the Council publicly votes on its retention recommendations. Four votes by Counci
members are necessary for the Council to recommend for or against the retention of a judge.

As you can see, the Councli makes an effort to publicize the information about the performance of judges on its website.
The Council also adwertises its recommendations. The Council's recommendations and summarles of its evaluations are
inciuded in the Official Election Pamphlet issued by the Division of Eiections and distributed to Alaskan households
statewide.

How often does the Judicial Council recommend against the retention of a judge?

The Alaska Judiciai Council has not had lo recommend against the retention of a judge very often. This is because Ajiaska
has a system of selecting judges that Is based on merit. Under cur constitution, the Judiclal Council screens appiicants for
judicial vacancies and nominates the most qualified applicants to the govemor for appoiniment. The Council process
focuses on an applicant’s iegai ability, temperament, integrity, faimess, and experiance. The Council does a very thorough
investigation into the qualifications of judiciai applicants. By focusing on applicants’ professional qualifications, Alaska's
merit selection system has encouraged well-qualified attomeys to apply for judiciat positions, and has presened the
faimess, impartiality, and independence of our coutts.
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Since 1976, the Judicial Council has recormmended against a judge's retention eieven times. The Councli recommended
agalnst the retention of a judge in 2006, 2008, and 2010. The other recommendations agalnst the retention of a judge
occumed in the 70's and 80's.

Why is it important to have an independent judiciary?

Aiaska does not experience the problems that occur when elected judges make promises to, and ralse monsey from people
and attomeys who appear before them. in those states where judges are elected, special interests or political parties play a
major role in the selection of judges. Alaska’s judicial selection system awoids these problems by applying merit-based
criteria when screening judiciai applicants.

Getting a fair hearing in court is 8 comerstone of cur judiclal system, When any of us appear in court, we must be assured
that we wili be treated impartially by an indepandent judge govemed only by the nde of iaw. We need o know that we wili
be heard without regard to our wealth or social status or capacity to influence. An independent judiciary is essentiai to
preserve the impartiality and faimess of justice In Alaska.

Our constitutional framers understood that an independent judiclary was needed to Insure our system of checks and
balances. As former United States Supreme Court Chief Justice William Rehnquist once said, "The Constitution protects
Jjudiciai independence not to benefit judges, but to promote the rule of iaw: Judges are expected to administer the law fairiy,
without regard to public reaction.”

Sometimes judges are asked to resolve contentious or divisive disputes Invohing social Issues. As In ail cases, a judge
must do his or her best to faily and Impartialiy apply the law, even if it requires the judge to issue a decision that is not
popuiar, or which conflicts with the judge’s personai beliefs, Efforts to unseat a judge for political or ideological reasons may
be aimed at affecting future decisions of other judges. Efforts to unseat a judge for political reasons diminish the neutrailty
and imparilaiity of our judiclary.

Piease vola to support a fair and impartiai judiciary.

How do | vote on judges?

in the general election on November 6th, you wiil be asked to vote “yes” or “no” to retaln the trial judges eligibie for retention
in your judicial district. In addition, ail Ataskans wiii be asked to vole “yes” or “no” to relain a justice on the Alaska Supreme
Court and a judge on the Alaska Court of Appeals. Not all of Alaska's judges are on the baliot, oniy those whose most
recent terms are expiring,

There are four judiciai districts in Alaska. in the First Judiciai District, triai judges from Juneau and Ketchikan will be on the
ballot. In the Second Judicial District, the triai judge from Barrow wiii be on the baliot. The baiiot in the Third Judicial District
wiii include trial judges from Anchorage, Kenal, Kodigk, and Palmer. In the Fourth Judicia! District, tral judges from
Falrbanks wiil be on the ballot.
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