
My name is Mildred Boesser. On the 26th of this month I will be
88 yeay old. This year my husband and I have been married 65
years/We have 4 children, 4 grandchildren, and 2 great
grandchildren, all of whom are current residents of Alaska.

We are all what society calls “straight”. All,that is, except one who
happens to be in love with someone of the same sex. She has lived
all of her adult life (she is now 61) in the shadow of the
fear, hostility, and discrimination which has come to surround this
subject.

For the life of me I cannot fmd one rational reason why she is
denied the respect, protection and basic civil rights given her
siblings and cousins simply because of who she happens to be in
love with! Except for that one thing, she is exactly the same as any
of them.

In my lifetime I have witnessed many changes. I was born in 1925
and the question on an application then was: “Are you a woman?”
If the answer was yes, then the application could be denied. When
we were married in the l940s the question was:”Are you black?” If
the answer was yes, then the application could be denied. Here it
is 2013 and the question seems to be: “Are you in love with
someone of the same sex?” If the answer is yes, then the
application can be denied legally, along with all the other rights
and privileges afforded if the answer is “no”.

It makes me extremely sad that in this State I call home and love so
dearly, all its citizens are not treated equally. Simply
being in love does not deny you or me the right to equal treatment

and protection under the law!
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4.9.13 HB 139 Testimony Doctor’s Orders!

As a 30 year licensed physician, and 20 year Alaskan, I
know too well the repercussions on the health of those
who suffer from discrimination.

Living in a world outside the protection from harm and

injustice afforded all other citizens, gay youth feel
especially unwelcome in our world. Alaska has the highest
teen suicide rate in the country. And gay youth have a
higher rate of suicide than their non-gay counterparts.

On multiple occasions here in Juneau survivors of teen
suicide attempts shared with me as their physician, that
they would rather be dead than gay.

With the passage of HB 139 we have an opportunity to
improve the health of our society. The American Academy
of Family Physicians, the Alaska Academy of Family
Physicians, the American Academy of Pediatrics, and the
American Academy of Psychiatry all have statutes that
support the validity of legislation like HB 139 for the
health of all. There is no other right choice.

Thank you for voting Yes on HB 139. Doctors’ Orders!

Maureen Longworth
P0 Box 21084
Juneau, Alaska 99802
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4/9/2013

Dear State Affairs Committee:

Because they want to attract the most talented workers, most Fortune 1000

companies have clauses like HB 139. Many of these policies have been in place for

years. It makes good business sense. Alaska needs people with skills in science,

technology, engineering and math, and young techie workers want equality in their

communities and workplaces. Alaska is not yet a welcoming state for LGBT people.

Not having this statewide anti-discrimination clause automatically communicates

disfavor and backwardness.

For 15 years I worked at our Juneau Job Center, assisting people with employment

issues. I heard many stories of LGBT discrimination, and many of these folks were

preparing to leave the state.

My hero now is my Ohio Republican dad, Wilbur, who changed his POV about my

being gay. I’ve written a couple My Turns about him. He would give his blessing to

I-lB 139.

Thankyou,

Lin G. Davis
3099 Newell Ave
Juneau, AK 99801
20 year Juneau resident
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