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March 28, 2013 
 
Representative Kurt Olson 
Chairman 
House Labor & Commerce Committee 
Alaska State Capitol, Room 24 
Juneau, Alaska 99501-1182 
 
 
RE:   House Bill 167 
 An Act relating to the regulation of architects, engineers, 

land surveyors and landscape architects 
 
  
Dear Representative Olson: 
 
I am an Alaska registered design professional and I offer my support for HB 167 dealing with proposed 
amendments to AS 08.48.221 Seals, AS 08.48.281 Prohibited Practice, AS 08.48.331 Exemptions, and 
AS 08.48.341 Definitions. 
 
This support is offered based on observing abuse in the use of seals and the misinterpretation of the 
intent regarding exemptions over 17 years of practice as a licensed engineer. I have reviewed the 
proposed changes included in HB 167, and believe these proposed changes will ensure that there is no 
confusion in the interpretation of the intent of the statutes.  
 
Thank you for taking your time to pursue this important issue to help protect properly practicing design 
professionals as well as the people of the State of Alaska. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this, I can be reached @ 907-694-0507, or email @ boien@gci.net. 
 
Sincerely, 
Oien Associates, Inc. 
 

 
 
Benjamin C. Oien, P.E. 
AK License no CE-9141 
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March 29, 2013          
 
House Labor & Commerce Committee 
Alaska State Capitol, Room 24 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
Attn:  Representative Kurt Olson, Chairman 
 
Reference: House Bill 167 
 
Dear Mr. Olson: 
 
Please accept this letter of my support concerning House Bill 167, regarding the regulation of 
architects, engineers, land surveyors and landscape architects in the State of Alaska.  
 
I, Eric Cowling, have been licensed and practiced as an electrical engineer within the State of 
Alaska for the past 16 years. Throughout my career, I have witnessed the improper use of seals, 
particularly in registrant’s stamping documents outside their field of practice; as well as 
ambiguity regarding the level at which engineered drawings are required. Both of these acts 
have allowed for a minimum standard of design to be compromised. House Bill 167 addresses 
both of these issues and provides much needed clarity to the existing regulations. 
 
The above mentioned happenings have resulted due to misinterpretations in the current 
regulations and statutes. Upon correction of these areas, through the passing of House Bill 167, 
licensed professionals would be better equipped to conform to the regulated standards set 
before them.  
 
The clarification provided through House Bill 167 would require a higher level of accountability 
within the design and building trade community. The enforcement that the bill provides, by 
limiting professionals to work only within their areas of expertise, is much needed and would 
surely prove to provide and protect a higher level of public safety.  
 
Sincerely, 
EIC Engineers 
 
 
 
Eric D. Cowling, P.E. 
Principal 
 



















 

 

March 28, 2013 
 
 
Representative Kurt Olson 
Chairman 
House Labor & Commerce Committee 
Alaska State Capitol, Room 24 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
 
 
RE: House Bill 167 
 An Act relating to regulation of architects, engineers,  

land surveyors and landscape architects 
 
 
 
Dear Representative Olson, 
 
Please accept this letter in support of House Bill 167 dealing with the proposed 
amendments to AS 08.48.221 Seals, AS 08.48.281 Prohibited Practice, AS 08.48.331 
Exceptions and AS 08.48.341 Definitions. 
 
If additional information is required please contact me at (907) 274 7443 or by email 
jkoonce@kpbarchitects.com. 
 
Sincerely 
kpb architects 

 
Jeffrey P. Koonce AIA 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
March 28, 2013 
 
 
 
Representative Kurt Olson 
Chairman 
House Labor & Commerce Committee 
Alaska State Capitol, Room 24 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
 
Subject: House Bill 167 
 
Dear Representative Olson: 
 
Having followed Harley Hightower, FAIA’s work for many years, particularly his work in 
legislative affairs on behalf of practicing architects in Alaska, I am writing to support his 
petition for approval of House Bill 167. 
 
When the revisions to the Architect and Engineers Licensing Law that introduced the 
exemptions referenced in this bill I was concerned about the potential for misuse of the 
regulation as a means to skirt the intent of the licensing law as it regulates the practice 
of architecture specifically, and of other professions.  The revisions that this bill 
addresses were intended to cover minor structures and engineering related to larger 
projects that were already designed and engineered by licensed professionals, work 
that falls within the ordinary daily work of these subcontractors.  That the law has been 
used to go beyond scope of exclusion intended, and as observed and documented by 
the AELS Enforcement and Advisory Board and experience of professionals in practice 
is indication of a need to modify and clarify the language. 
 
The bill makes moderate and appropriate changes to the wording and language that 
make the intent more clear for the design and construction community and for the 
enforcement officials charged with its interpretation and implementation. 
 
I urge the passage of this bill at this time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
John Crittenden AIA,  
Vice President Architects Alaska 
Former Director of AIA Alaska 
 
Cc:  Harley H. Hightower, FAIA 







 

 

March 28, 2013 
 
 
Representative Kurt Olson 
Chairman 
House Labor & Commerce Committee 
Alaska State Capitol, Room 24 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
 
 
RE: House Bill 167 
 An Act relating to regulation of architects, engineers,  

land surveyors and landscape architects 
 
 
 
Dear Representative Olson, 
 
Please accept this letter in support of House Bill 167 dealing with the proposed 
amendments to AS 08.48.221 Seals, AS 08.48.281 Prohibited Practice, AS 08.48.331 
Exceptions and AS 08.48.341 Definitions. 
 
If additional information is required please contact me at (907) 274 7443 or by email 
rreed@kpbarchitects.com. 
 
Sincerely 
kpb architects 

 
 

Richard M. Reed AIA 
 
 
 

mailto:rreed@kpbarchitects.com

	HB167 Letter of Support-ASCE AK
	HB167 Letter of Support-Benjamin Oien
	HB167 Letter of Support-Claiborne Porter
	HB167 Letter of Support-Craig Fredeen
	HB167 Letter of Support-Eric Cowling
	HB167 Letter of Support-Harley Hightower
	HB167 Letter of Support-Jared F. Keyser
	HB167 Letter of Support-Jeffrey Koonce
	HB167 Letter of Support-John Crittenden
	HB167 Letter of Support-Mark R. Frischkorn
	HB167 Letter of Support-Richard Rearick
	HB167 Letter of Support-Richard Reed

