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FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB178
2013 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Analysis

This bill would adjust the penalties related to certain offenses involving possession of schedule IA and IIA
controlled substances.

The sections of the bill relating to possession of specific quantities of a controlled substance will affect the analysis
practices within the Scientific Crime Detection Laboratory (SCDL). The minimum thresholds established by this bill
will require testing of enough of the substance to meet the threshold.

For example, whereas the SCDL currently may need to positively identify only one tablet to determine whether it
was a prohibited substance under the law, analysis of at least 15 tablets (if present) may now need to be analyzed
to meet the threshold and burden of proof.

Though there will be some impact to the workload, it is expected that the SCDL can manage it within its current
staffing. Therefore, a zero fiscal note is being submitted.
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