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Calling for the State ofAlaska to Institute Legal Challenges and Take Other
Actions to Invalidate theNorth Pacific Isheq Management Council’s
Athens AllowIng 60,000 ChInook Salmon to be Tnkm, as By-Catch In the
Bering Sea Pellock Plsbeq

The Association ofVillage Council Presidents (AVCP) Is the recognized tribal
organizationdnon-profit AlaRlrn Native regional corporation for its fifty-abc
mqnberIn’1lgenoisNalive villages within Western Alack. and supports the
endeavors of its member villages, and

AVCP folly sujçorts its menabervilinges in all aspects oftheir self-determination,
health and wefl-bdng, and

Uealthy and abundant Chinook Salmon stocks of the Yukon and Kuskokwlm
fflvci am essential to the cultural, nutritional and economic well-being and way
oflift ofthe tribal villages and peoples who live along these river drahmges, and
Food security Is a basic hmnnn right recowthed by the United Nations and
affiruzed by the United States in the UN Declaration of Rights of Indigenous
Peop1e and

The Chinookfl In the Yukon aid Kuskokwlm River drainages, and Chinook
stocks throughout the Arcic-Yukon-fl*nkwim region, arc in a serious state of
decline, resulting in closed commercial fi4a4es and subsistence fisheries
restricted to the point where villages are not attaining the amount needed to
Rsi{wf their asic needs and tribal members have been Issued citations and had
their nets confiscated for fishing for Chinook salmon to Iced their ftmilieg, and
The projected Chinook runs for the Yukon and ICuslotwim Rivets next season
am projected to demonstrate a more drastic decline, and recent information
demonstrates that this trend has existed over the last decade or mores and
Representatives ofthe State ofAlaska joined other members of the North PacificFishery Management Council (NPPMC) in voting to allow as many as 60,000
Chinook salmon, be wasted as by-catch ii th&Bering SeaPollock trawl fisheryeach year, and a large percentage ofthese Chinook have been scientifically shownto be headed to the Yukon and Kuskokwlm Rivers; and
The State and NPFMC decided to allow this large by-catch despite bowing thatthe Chinook stocks on 8 Yukon and Kuskokwlnj Rivers are In trouble, that the
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tribal people who depend upon these salmon flit cultural, nutritional and
economic survival are suffering, and That international agleements with Canada
regarding Yukon Qilucok cannot be satisfied (at least without extreme sacrificesbyVfl1gthroughout the U.S portion ofthe Yukon; and

WHEREAS The State of Mn’ikn is quick-to sue the Federal agencies anytime it thlnkc that aresource classification, for example a listing as endangered of threatened under
the Endangered Species Act, will Impact flay potential development or any desire
of Industry, andthe State has either filed litigation or threatened to do so fbr the
related to ESA listings for Polar Bears and several other marine mammal species;
and

WHEREAS The State ofAlaska has also filed numerous lawsuits against the Federal agencies
related to these agencies’ efforts to pmtect the Alaska Native subsistencâ way of
he and the tribes’ customary and traditional hunting and fishing practides and
needs, despite the State’s failure to keep its promise for a rural subsistence
priority or a constitutional amendment allowing flit a meaningflul State
subsistence priority.

NOW ThEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Association of Village Council Presidents
Executive Board calls on the State of Alaska Governor and Attorney General to
file a lawsuit challenging the NflMCs decision to show 60,000 Chinook salmon
to be wasted as by-catch annually ia-the Bering Sea Poflock fishery, to seek relief
through this lawsuit that would Insteact minimize and within a reasonable time
work to eliminste fltinnok by-catch, and to work with AVCP In this litigation,
and

NE IT PURiwR RESOLVED that as an alternative to litigation, the State of Alaska
representatives to the NPFMC Introduce a formal process to, without delay,
reconsider its decision on Chinook by-catch, and that the State work In this
reconsiderations to significanfly reduce allow Chinook by-catch below 60,000 and
eventually eliminate this by-catch, and

BE U FURThER RESOLVED that the State of Alaska work with AVCP to establish a
through federal legislation a significant per fish fine for by-catch of Chinook
salmon in the Pollock fishery and dedicate funds derived from these fines to
research designed to identir Chinook stocks taken as by-catch, ways to eliminate
by-catch, and science into the causes ofthe decline In Chinook stacks through the
Afl region, and to establish a tribal voting seat on the NPPMC.

Anop7zD by the Association ofVillage Council Presidents du4ng an Executive Board Meeting
held at Bethel, Alaska, thIs 5th day ofMarch 2013 with a duly constituted quorum.
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