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ASSOCIATION OF VILLAGE COUNCIL PRESIDENTS
EXECUTIVE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BETHEL, ALASKA MarcH §, 2013
ResoLuTioN No. 13-03-63

Calling for the State of Alaska to Institute Legal Challenges and Take Other
Actions to Invalidate the North Pacific Fishery Management Council’s
Actions Allowing 60,000 Chinook Salmon to be Taken as By-Catch in the
Bering Sea Pollock Fishery -

The Association of Village Council Presidents (AVCP) is the recognized tribal
arganization and non-profit Alaska Native regional corporation for its fifty-six
membet indigenons Native villages within Western Alaska and supports the

.cndeavors of its member villages, and

AVCP fully supports its member villages in all aspects of their self-determination,
health and well-being, and

Healthy and abundant Chinook Salmon stocks of the Yokon and Kuskokwim
Rhmmmnﬁaltoﬁenﬂanmﬁﬁomlandwonomicwen-bdngmdway
of tife of the tribal villages and peoples who live along these river drainages, and

Food security is & basic human right recognized by the United Nations and
aﬁnned‘:yaﬂwUniwdSuhsintheUNDeclamﬂonofRi@uoflndim
Peoples,

The Chinook stocks in the Yukon and Kuskokwim River drainages, and Chinook
stocks throughout the Arctio-Yukon-Kuskokwim region, are in a setious state of
decline, resulting in closed commercial fisheries and subsistence fisheries
restricted to the point where villages are not attaining the amount needed ¢o
sstisfy their basio needs and fribal members have been issued citations and had
thﬁrmﬂsmﬁmﬁedforﬁabhgfbr@hoknlmwfeedﬂwlrfmﬂﬁn,md

mpmjedehimokmsfortheYulmnandKuskokwimRivmmxtmm
are projected to demonstrate a more drastic decline, and recent information
demonstrates that this trend has existed over the last decade or more, and

Representatives of the State of Alaska joined other members of the Notth Pacific
Fishuyhhmgammmmﬁlmmmipwﬁngwaﬂownsmmasm,m
Chhmkmlmtobembdasby—catohintheheﬁngﬂea?oﬂockmwlﬁahery
uchyw,mdahgapmmhgoofﬁmﬂhimoklmvebmmimﬁﬁuﬂyahm
to be headed to the Yukon and Kuskokwim Rivers; and

mmmmcmmmwmwmmm
the Chinook stocks on the Yukon and Kuskokwim Rivers are in trouble, that the



tﬂbalpeoplewhodependupontbesesalmnnforculﬂnl,nuhiﬁomland
economic survival are suffering, and that international agreements with Canada
regacding Yukon Chinook cannot be satisfied (at least without extreme sacrifices
byVillagesﬂmuglwutﬂ:eU.SporﬁonofﬁeYukon;md

WHEREAS The State of Alaska is quick 1o sue the Federal agencies anytime it thinks thata
resource classification, for example a listing as endangered of threatened under
theEudmgﬂudSpeoiesAct.wlﬂimp&othnypotenﬁaldevdopmqﬁormglesﬁe
of industry, and the State has either filed litigation or threatened to do so for the
&f&thSAﬁsﬁngsforPohrBﬂmmdMoﬁetmﬁmedu;

WHEREAS msmﬁﬁadmhnsahoﬁlednmnmslawsuitsasnimtthe&dmlw
mhwdwthmagmﬁes'eﬂ'ommptobctthemmmﬁwsubsimueéwayof
ermdﬂ:atﬁbu’cushmmyanﬂtradiﬁonalhunﬁngandﬁnhlngpmcﬁmm
needs, despite the State’s failure to keep its promise for a rural subsistence
priotity or a constitutional amendment ellowing for a meaningfil State
subsistence priority.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Association of Village Council Presidents
Executive Board calls on the State of Alaska Governor and Attorney General to
file a lawsnit challenging the NPFMC's decision to allow 60,000 Chinook salmon
wbewmdasby-camhmmnnyin'&eﬁeﬂngSeaPouockﬁshmy,mmkrenef
through this lawsuit that would instead minimize and within a reasonable time
work to eliminate Chinook by-catsh, end to work with AVCP in this liigation,
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that as an alternative to Litigation, the State of Alaska
representatives to the NPFMC introduce a formal process to, without delay,
reconsider its decision on Chinook by-caich, and that the State work in this
reconsiderations to significantly reduce allow Chinook by-catch below 60,000 and
eventually eliminate this by-catch, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the State of Alaska work with AVCP to establish a
through federal legislation @ significant per fish fine for by-catch of Chinook
selmon in the Pollock fishery and dedicate funds derived fiom these fines to
research designed to identify Chinook stocks taken as by-catch, ways to eliminate
Wawhmdaﬁmmmﬁemofﬁededheh&hmokmmmw
AYK region, and to establish a tribal voting seat on the NPFMC.

ADOPTED by the Assoclation of Village Council Presidents during an Executive Board Meeting
heid at Bethel, Alaska, this 5th day of March 2013 with a duly constituted quorum.




