
                      

 

 

 
March 26, 2013 
      
Representative Shelley Hughes 
State Capitol Building 
Room #409 
Juneau, AK 99801 
 
 
Dear Representative Hughes,  
 
 The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce represents over 700 businesses and 
organizations in the greater Fairbanks area and our mission is to ensure a healthy economic 
environment. The Chamber supports the Alaska House of Representatives Concurrent 
Resolution No. 6, recognizing the Alaska Center for Unmanned Aircraft Systems Integration 
at the University of Alaska Fairbanks as a national leader in unmanned aircraft research and 
development, and establishing a legislative Task Force on Unmanned Aircraft Systems. 
 
 The University of Alaska has led the way for research on unmanned aircraft systems 
(UAS) and continues this pioneering work in its bid to become one of the nation’s six test 
sites for aircraft systems testing and research.  The Resolution recognizes this substantial 
effort.  More significantly, it establishes a legislative Task Force to address potential impacts 
and opportunities of unmanned aircraft systems for our state. 
 
 Alaska’s immense land mass and associated airspace presents opportunities no other 
state can offer for testing and flight training.  Vast existing Military Operations Areas and 
expansive ground maneuver areas can easily support virtually all military applications for 
current and future UAS technology, and military UAS infrastructure can only complement 
civilian and commercial applications. 
 
 As with any new technology, a myriad of concerns must be addressed before 
unmanned aircraft become a common fixture in our National airspace.  This resolution takes 
the necessary step to begin addressing those concerns to insure Alaska leads the way for 
this transformative and dynamic flight environment. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 

Lisa Herbert     Terri Froese   
Executive Director    Board of Directors, Chair 
 

 
 
 

Tim Jones     Anna Atchison 
Military Affairs Committee, Chair  Government Relations Committee, Chair 
 
 
Cc:  Governor Sean Parnell 
 Alaska State Legislature 
 Alaska State Chamber of Commerce 
 Membership of the Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce  
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 I N V E S T O R S  
  
D I A M O N D  
 BP Exploration 
 ConocoPhillips 
 ExxonMobil 
 Fairbanks Daily News-Miner 
 Fairbanks Memorial Hospital &   
          Denali Center 
 Flint Hills Resources Alaska 
 Mt. McKinley Bank 
 Santina’s Flowers & Gifts 
 
P L A T I N U M  
 Alyeska Pipeline Service Co. 
  Doyon, Limited 
 Fred Meyer Stores 
 Golden Heart Utilities 
 Wells Fargo Bank Alaska  
 
G O L D  
 Alaska Railroad 
 Birchwood Homes 
 Carlson Center 
 Denali State Bank 
 Design Alaska 
 Doyon Utilities LLC 
 First National Bank Alaska 
 Kinross Fort Knox Mine 
 Lynden 
 MAC Federal Credit Union 
 Northrim Bank 
 Sumitomo Metal Mining Pogo LLC 
 Usibelli Coal Mine 
 
S I L V E R  
 ACS 
 Alaska Airlines 
 Alaska USA 
 Dr. Christopher Henry – Henry     
          Orthodontics 
 Everts Air Cargo, Everts Air AK 
 Exclusive Paving/Univ. Redi-Mix 
 Fairbanks Natural Gas 
 Flowline Alaska 
 GCI 
 General Teamsters Local 959 
 GVEA 
 Hale & Associates, Inc. 
 JL Properties, Inc. 
 Key Bank 
 Personnel Plus 
 Sam’s Club 
 Shell Exploration & Production Co. 
 Spirit of Alaska FCU 
 Tanana Valley Clinic 
 TDL Staffing 
 Totem Ocean Trailer Express, Inc. 
 Tower Hill Mines-Livengood Gold   
          Project 
     University of Alaska Fairbanks 
 Verizon Wireless 
 WAL-MART Stores, Inc. 
 Yukon Title Company 

 


