
F sn: Chuck Wiegers <CWiegers@aaroofing.biz>
Sunday, February 17, 2013 1:04 PM

Th: Sen.Mike.Dunleavy@akleg.gov
Cc: Sen.Peter.Micciche@akleg.gov; Sen.DonaldOlson@akleg.gov;

SenBert.Stedman@akleg.gov; Seniohnny.Ellis©akleg.gov Brakes, Heather K (CCV)Subject: Governors Energy Relief Package

Chairman Dunleavy;

I am writing in support of the Governor’s bill (SB 23) to facilitate the trucking of LNG to the Interior.

I am a long time Fairbanksan (30+ years) and my wife and children were all born in Fairbanks. My company hasserved the interior and the State of Alaska since 1965, employing an average of 30 workers during the
construction season. It has always been a bit more challenging to live and work in Fairbanks, but in the lastseveral years the high cost of energy has made it much more than challenging, many have found it impossibleand have packed up and left. With electricity and heating costs higher than mortgages, people are left withlittle or no discretionary income. This puts a strain on businesses as well as families, a strain that is felt all theway to Anchorage, where all of the goods pass through and many of the Fairbanks businesses have a homebase.

We have all hoped for a large diameter gas line and are willing to settle for a small diameter in state gas line,but with each passing legislature hope and opportunity fade. For such an energy rich state to leave its citizensstarving for affordable energy is hard to fathom. I know that the answers are not easy, but the Governor’s billprovides an opportunity for stakeholders to pursue a short term solution to get gas and propane from theNorth Slope to the Interior and beyond. And with each market opened up, more opportunities will emerge. Asyou know this is not a handout; the loan will be repaid to the State. It is a start down the road of gettingNatural Gas from the North Slope to the citizens of the State and eventually to markets abroad.

I urge you to support the Governor’s bill.

Respectfully
Chuck Wiegers
A & A Roofing Co. Inc.
Fairbanks, Alaska

Cc
Vice-Chair Micciche
Senator Clson
Senator Stedman
Heather Brakes
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February 15, 2013 
 
Honorable Sean Parnell 
Governor of the State of Alaska 
Alaska State Capitol Building 
PO Box 110001 
Juneau, AK 99811-0001 
 
 
Dear Governor Parnell, 
 
The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce (GFCC) thanks you for your 
leadership in introducing a comprehensive financial package that addresses the high 
cost of energy in Interior and Rural Alaska. Specifically, the GFCC is supportive of 
HB 74 and SB 23, bills that authorize the Alaska Industrial Development and Export 
Authority (AIDEA) to provide low interest loans and issue bonds for a liquefied 
natural gas production and distribution system. The Chamber supports advancement 
and passage of HB74 and SB 23 and will actively take a role in communicating that 
message. 
 
We believe your three-pronged approach of providing 1) low interest, long term 
loans; 2) gas storage tax credits that passed last session; and 3) state general fund 
dollars are the right financial tools to build out and supply a natural gas infrastructure 
for Interior and Rural Alaska.     
 
The GFCC agrees with your stated goals of natural gas at $15/MMBTU to the 
greatest number of Interior residents and businesses as rapidly as possible. We do 
have concern that the level of state general fund money in the current version of the 
capital budget is not sufficient to make the project economical while also reaching 
the pricing and availability goals. The official GFCC position remains an appropriation 
of at least $150 million in state general funds to underpin the economics of this 
project. As the 2013 legislative session progresses, and both the AIDEA financing bill 
and capital budget advance, we pledge to work with your administration and the 
legislature to ensure the amount and type of funds dedicated to this project are 
sufficient to meet the stated goals. 
  
Lastly, and this cannot be stressed enough, the GFCC and the over 700 member 
businesses and organizations throughout the Interior we represent, believe it is 
absolutely necessary that both measures pass THIS legislative session. The 
Chamber’s mission is to advocate a healthy economic environment by building 
partnerships that promote the greater Fairbanks area as an attractive place for 
business and community. As an economic hub for the rest of the Interior, we are also 
invested in solutions to the high cost of energy facing Rural Alaska.  Our work is 
focused on creating a pro-business environment that encourages private sector 
investment and job creation. We believe the Interior remains the “Place to do 
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Business”, but our mission is made more difficult every year that goes by without action towards a mid-to-
long term energy solution that addresses the high cost of energy for our businesses and residents. 
 
We thank you for your leadership on this critical issue facing our community. The Chamber looks forward 
to being your partner in this “persistent, unrelenting effort” to bring low cost energy to the Interior and 
Rural Alaska. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
     
     

Lisa Herbert     Terri Froese 
Executive Director     Board of Directors, Chair 
 
 

      
    
Bob Shefchik     Anna Atchison 
Energy Committee, Chair    Government Relations Committee, Chair 
 
   
cc:  Lt. Gov. Mead Treadwell 
 Governor’s Chief of Staff, Mike Nizich 
 U.S. Senator Lisa Murkowski 
 U.S. Senator Mark Begich 
 U.S. Representative Don Young 
 Bryan Butcher, Commissioner of Revenue 
 Dan Sullivan, Commissioner of Natural Resources 
 Joe Balash, Deputy Commissioner of Natural Resources 
 Gene Therriault, Deputy Director Statewide Energy Policy Development (AEA) 
 Mark Davis, Deputy Director Infrastructure Development (AIDEA) 
 Jim Strandberg, Energy Development Finance Officer (AIDEA) 
 Interior Delegation 
 Alaska State Legislature 
 Alaska Chambers of Commerce 
 Associated General Contractors 
 National Federation of Independent Businesses 
 Fairbanks Daily News-Miner 
 Membership of the Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce 
 
 
       
 

 
 











From: Jeff Ailing <jeffa@alcanbuilders.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 13, 2013 3:42 PM
To: Sen.Mike.Dunleavy@akleg.gov
Cc: Sen.Peter.Micciche@akleg.gov; SenDonald.Olson@akleg.gov;

Sen.Bert.Stedman@akleg.gov; SenJohnny.Ellis@akieg.gov; Brakes, Heather K (GOV)
Subject SB 23 Letter of Support

Chairman Dunleavy;

lam writing in support of the Governor’s bill (SB 23) to facilitate the trucking of 1MG to the Interior.

I have lived, worked and raised my family in Fairbanks over the last 32 years. I have been the owner of a large
Commercial General Contracting Company that employees between 10 and 50 people each year.

The high cost of energy is inhibiting economic growth in this fine community for the following reasons.

1) What little discretionary income people used to have i5 currently being paid to heat or provide electricity for
their homes. Because of this Interior businesses are feeling the crunch.

2) Many people are considering or are in fact moving to the Lower 48 to escape the extremely high energy
costs.

3) Eielson AFB is potentially on the chopping block due to the high cost of energy. If this move is approved it
could affect about 20% of our local economy to say nothing of what it will due to the North Pole community.

4) Some large stores who were looking to expand to Fairbanks have unofficially signaled that they will not
come to this town until LNG becomes a solid reliable option as a fuel source.

We in the Fairbanks business community recognize the trucking option as a temporary fix to a serious problem. We need
the trucking option implemented now. We cannot afford to wait one more year as the pipeline option continues to get
kicked down the road.

Please support SB 23

Thank you,
Jeff AIling
President, Alcan Builders Inc

VLce-Chair Micciche
Senator Olson
Senator Stedman
Heather Brakes
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Get gas solution now
Lisa Herbert I Posted: Saturday, February 16, 2013 12:00 am

FAIRBANKS — Last week, more than 20 Fairbanks members, directors and staff advocated for
the Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce’s top priorities in the halls of Juneau and around the
capital city during the annual legislative fly-in. The goal to ensure that Interior and rural
Alaska’s high cost of energy remains at the forefront of our state legislators’ conversations this
session.

This past fall, the chamber’s board deemed “reducing the high cost of energy” to be its top critical
legislative priority for 2013. It’s no secret in our community — rising energy costs are crippling
the Interior’s economic development opportunities and are driving away businesses and residents
across the state. Disposable income continues to dwindle more and more each year, as residents
struggle to pay staggering prices for space heating and electric needs.

While in Juneau, our group was well-received in just about every legislative office when we
talked about the Interior’s energy situation. We met with more than 50 legislators and three
commissioners.

The conversations were different this year. It was clear to me that gas to Fairbanks is something
that is being talked about in all of the offices and halls in Juneau, because, as Fairbanks continues
to suffer, the negative impacts are felt statewide.

What can you do about it? Support the governor’s energy package and encourage the Legislature
to take action this legislative session. The consensus for a near-term, immediate solution has
become trucking liquefied natural gas from the North Slope as a bridge to the long-term solution
of piped natural gas. Gov. Parnell’s proposed energy package will provide relief to Alaska
residents and businesses. The bills, House Bill 74 and Senate Bill 23, are a great start to providing
gas to the Interior, and the trucking of natural gas from the North Slope is broader than just
Fairbanks. As the governor said Tuesday in his presentation to the chamber membership, this
energy package would leverage natural gas for smaller communities and other regions of the state,
it would create a backbone for economic expansion, it would fit in with a gas pipeline plan and it
would be a catalyst for private-sector participation.

How can do we get there? We must continue to have discussions with our elected officials and we
must not lose sight of the goal to get the lowest cost gas to as many Fairbanks and Interior
residents and businesses as soon as possible — most importantly, this legislative session. The
governor stressed during his presentation Tuesday that getting gas to Fairbanks is going to require
“persistent, unrelenting effort and community support.” Let’s make sure we provide that support
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by sending letters, testif’ing before the Legislature and encouraging our friends, families,

neighbors, customers and co-workers to be a part of the process.

Other talking points to consider when communicating with our elected officials include:

• Diesel fuel for heating homes and businesses, at $4 per gallon, equates to approximately $30 per

million Bta

The target of $15 per MIviBtu for delivered natural gas will effectively, after conversion, cut space

heating bills in half— freeing up approximately an additional $200 million annually to circulate

throughout our economy.

• Support for a solution does not require support for a specific entity or contractor to do the work.

Support for and insistence on a solution that meets the economic objectives —$15 per MMBtu

gas, available widely throughout the community as quickly as possible and achieved this session

— is more important.

• A North Slope project will also generate propane that can be used as part of a solution to the

rural energy crisis.

No matter what line of work we are in — whether we are laborers or school teachers, accountants

or lawyers, students or stay-at-home moms or dads — we are all feeling the effects of the high

energy costs. I encourage and implore the members of our community to get involved and help

make a difference. Contact the members of our Interior delegation and make sure that they know

they have your support for bringing home energy relief before this session concludes.

While I am the executive director of the Fairbanks chamber, I’m also a mother to three beautiful

children. I desire for them to have the opportunity to live the life that many of us had been

afforded before staggering energy costs began to cripple our community. I’m not an energy

expert, but I know that something has to happen this legislative session, and I am committed to

remaining engaged in the discussions.

Lisa Herbert is the executive director of the Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce and was

recently named 2013 “Top Forty Under 40” by the Alaska Journal of Commerce. Letters of

support for HBI 74 and SB 23 were sent to the governor’s office by the chamber’s board and

energy and government relations committees. They can be viewed online at

fairbankschamber.orglboardpositions.
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