
Department of Environmental 
Conservation 

 
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 

 

Post Office Box 111800 
410 Willoughby Avenue, Suite 303 

Juneau, Alaska 99811-1800 
Main: 907.465.5066 

Fax: 907.465.5070 
February 26, 2013 
 
The Honorable Tammie Wilson 
House of Representatives 
Alaska State Capitol, Room 412 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
 
Dear Representative Wilson: 
 
The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation supports efforts to bring economical natural gas to 
Interior Alaska as a clean-burning alternative to other heating fuels currently used in the area.  In 2009, a portion of 
the Fairbanks North Star Borough (FNSB) was designated by the Environmental Protection Agency as a non-
attainment area for fine particulate matter (PM2.5).   High costs for fuel oil used in residential and commercial space 
heating has contributed to a shift toward heating with wood and coal.  This shift has increased PM2.5 levels in the 
community.   
 
PM2.5 is a product of combustion, primarily caused by burning fuels. Examples of PM2.5 sources include primary and 
supplemental space heating devices, vehicles, and power plants. PM2.5 health effects include premature death in 
people with heart or lung disease, nonfatal heart attacks, irregular heartbeat, aggravated asthma, decreased lung 
function, and increased respiratory symptoms, such as irritation of the airways, coughing or difficulty breathing.  
People with heart or lung diseases, children and older adults are the most likely to be affected by particle pollution 
exposure. 
 
Natural gas space heating emits less PM2.5 than wood, coal, or fuel oil.  Conversion of local space heating to natural 
gas would reduce overall emissions in the area. The extent and impact of emission reduction depends on how many 
buildings covert to natural gas and also whether the occupants reduce their use of wood or coal for supplemental 
heating. 
 
The FNSB and DEC are currently working cooperatively to develop an air quality control plan to address PM2.5 

pollution in the non-attainment area.  The agencies recognize that local residents face high energy costs and the 
need to keep homes and businesses warm in extreme cold, so it is critical that the FNSB and DEC develop a plan 
that works for the specific air quality challenges of the area. Unfortunately, the agencies cannot readily commit in 
the air quality plan to programs or forecasts that rely on conversions to natural gas until there is more certainty that 
the fuel will be available in the community in sufficient quantities to support those programs.  Legislative approval 
for the proposed AIDEA development project to finance a liquefied natural gas production and distribution system 
is a significant step toward providing greater certainty toward conversion to natural gas within the non-attainment 
area. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Larry Hartig 
Commissioner 
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Greetings a;id Snt Reprds:

On behalf cf t:,e Cty of Fmrcr.ek, I wlsI: to expresg supporc for ‘our effcr3 to address tie extren.e ccrcof energy for Aiescrn esfdents. 14674 offers n eucftlng OPpcfturjto ?rcvde ebun&rt; r.atxif gasreserves on the North $ov,e to bteror ana rurad Zis&&.

Espec!shy o krterer: ta residents n cn regIo I the possfbl!k tiat tra r.çcr& energy çsoduc: cot4oU be routec icy barge own the Yuico S!ver to norqo connec rtmr omrnunjfes and Sor!r4CCLStBI connunft!es. s.’e very mxt ‘ ‘ett t: Sc irtcudej In th!s d!sctsrlon and offer the 101ow13gsuggestion ts you revievj .1374 tnd cr±& budgets this session.

To aécornmodzte the stesc!y Increnhg vessel traffic et the ytScot River Delta region, a safe andefficient trensshipr.’tert port r essential. The cct of Emrnonet (tea completed design &El engineering studies for si:ch a port. The pccjea; Is retai’I

!n 20fl (2M fthe 27th
Legrs:atre), Goverror Parteff ãnchadec2 $IO,ooo,cjo for Phese lof theEl Port of Emmonak project in the originrl venlon of the general obligation trerispoitition bill (NBflepage 2, line 2C). The project ezs desigred auth that ft could be uift in eases: Total Projectn $16,000,00C — phase 2. $IC,OX,OOO, Phase 11 $6,xc,x. m f!ral version otthe generarobuptfrLi •bonc: legisfatiort didttdu:e the Ernmonak Project, urlfcftunateiy for S3,coo,ooo ihapter :s, St;1 12,page 2, line 20 leevhg t!ie cornnunfty short $7,ccc.aoc t comp!te Phne I.

As tie Ieg!s3atcn coniders energy iegIsat!or suci as fIE74 to rc’:ce uv to lntertr Alasice, andcoupled kvita Sctate Rniice CoChe!rma it Meyers sggestior Vt te egistatre cors!cer ‘conp:egF-I projects aready ur;dertaker’, we respsctftzfl’ trge merabn to consider fimding tMs paIt1cLar port
U project there!!’ accorrpfshirg face) ccrtrc:i, energy distrbcztcot’ throthInfrastmcture and focusing flrniteo fadlrg on ‘job-tee&f pro!ect.
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—t TANANA CHIEFs CONFERENCE

Healthy, Strong, Unified Tribes

.2 ti;. ,.. - ih(iii . .‘l ) .51 7 L.,

Upper Kuskokwim
McGrath January 29, 2013
Medfro

Nikolai The Honorable Sean Parnell
Takotno Governor, State of Alaska
Telida

lower Yukon PD Box 110001-001
Anvik Juneau, AK 99811-0001
Grayling

Holy Cross Dear Governor Parnell:
Shageluk

Upper Tanana

Dot Lake I sincerely thank you for your efforts in advancing your Interior Energy Plan. Tanana Chiefs
Eagle Conference (TCC) is a Tribal Consortium with 42 members, representing 39 villages and 37
HeaI, Lake federally recognized Tribes throughout Interior Alaska’s rivers and roadways. I have included a
Narthway map of our region to show the far reaching impact this project will have. Meaningful, long-term
Tanacross energy relief for many of our remote villages is simply a matter of survival for many of those
Tok communities. The economic strain of our high energy costs is causing untold damage to our

Yukon Fiats people in terms of social ills which you have been steadfastly working to eliminate. We at TCC
Arctic village see a unique opportunity to service remote smaller communities, especially the river
Beaver communities with propane extracted in Prudhoe Bay as part of the LNG process. Distribution of
Birch Creek the propane along the Yukon and Tanana rivers will go a long way toward a solution to manyCanyon Village

Chalkyitsik remote villages devastating energy costs.
Circle

Fart Yukon TCC supports the proposal of GVEA for the LNG project for several reasons. GVEA reached out to
Venetie include propane distribution in their project. They recognize the need to include our needs in

Yukon Koyukuk their plan to expand the benefits of the LNG project to as much of Alaska as possible, includingGaleno .

Huslio
the river communities. The volume of gas and propane available from the GVEA proposed

Kaltag project and the expandability of that project ensures that project can and will serve more of the
Koyukuk state than just Fairbanks. It should also be noted that GVEA’s proposed project will assure that
Nulato gas is delivered at the lowest cost as an economically RCA regulated utility and as a not-for-
Ruby profit entity.

Yukon Tanana

Alatna

Allakaket I thank you for your efforts on this most important effort on behalf of TCC, all of our
Evansville communities and members.
Fairbanks

Hughes Respectively,
Lake Mirichumina

Manley Hot Springs

Minto /‘- _4_..

Nehana 7 LI
Rampart Jerry lssac
Stevens Village President
Tanano

Cc: Senator Click Bishop
Senator John Coghill

- 1or;rta 1 ati’ s iti, pi i. Jii:::z:tivr ho wis ks r:’v1 rni- iq t& fit . md St iU r

,ip,’d’, !c’ vt,,f’ tIiu? Jdudi) 4lc:k: ‘.;t’i(S .)I’CI(1 7!r)S , riqior .35,31(i cr; cS tfl7,f,lifl ?!(d5kC7
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February 15, 2013 
 
Honorable Sean Parnell 
Governor of the State of Alaska 
Alaska State Capitol Building 
PO Box 110001 
Juneau, AK 99811-0001 
 
 
Dear Governor Parnell, 
 
The Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce (GFCC) thanks you for your 
leadership in introducing a comprehensive financial package that addresses the high 
cost of energy in Interior and Rural Alaska. Specifically, the GFCC is supportive of 
HB 74 and SB 23, bills that authorize the Alaska Industrial Development and Export 
Authority (AIDEA) to provide low interest loans and issue bonds for a liquefied 
natural gas production and distribution system. The Chamber supports advancement 
and passage of HB74 and SB 23 and will actively take a role in communicating that 
message. 
 
We believe your three-pronged approach of providing 1) low interest, long term 
loans; 2) gas storage tax credits that passed last session; and 3) state general fund 
dollars are the right financial tools to build out and supply a natural gas infrastructure 
for Interior and Rural Alaska.     
 
The GFCC agrees with your stated goals of natural gas at $15/MMBTU to the 
greatest number of Interior residents and businesses as rapidly as possible. We do 
have concern that the level of state general fund money in the current version of the 
capital budget is not sufficient to make the project economical while also reaching 
the pricing and availability goals. The official GFCC position remains an appropriation 
of at least $150 million in state general funds to underpin the economics of this 
project. As the 2013 legislative session progresses, and both the AIDEA financing bill 
and capital budget advance, we pledge to work with your administration and the 
legislature to ensure the amount and type of funds dedicated to this project are 
sufficient to meet the stated goals. 
  
Lastly, and this cannot be stressed enough, the GFCC and the over 700 member 
businesses and organizations throughout the Interior we represent, believe it is 
absolutely necessary that both measures pass THIS legislative session. The 
Chamber’s mission is to advocate a healthy economic environment by building 
partnerships that promote the greater Fairbanks area as an attractive place for 
business and community. As an economic hub for the rest of the Interior, we are also 
invested in solutions to the high cost of energy facing Rural Alaska.  Our work is 
focused on creating a pro-business environment that encourages private sector 
investment and job creation. We believe the Interior remains the “Place to do 

Interior Alaska – The “Place” To Do Business 
100 Cushman St., Suite 102 |  Fairbanks, Alaska 99701-4665 

ph (907) 452-1105  |  fax (907) 456-6968  |  www.FairbanksChamber.org 

 I N V E S T O R S  
  
D I A M O N D  
 BP Exploration 
 ConocoPhillips 
 ExxonMobil 
 Fairbanks Daily News-Miner 
 Fairbanks Memorial Hospital &   
          Denali Center 
 Flint Hills Resources Alaska 
 Mt. McKinley Bank 
 Santina’s Flowers & Gifts 
 
P L A T I N U M  
 Alyeska Pipeline Service Co. 
  Doyon, Limited 
 Fred Meyer Stores 
 Golden Heart Utilities 
 Wells Fargo Bank Alaska  
 
G O L D  
 Alaska Railroad 
 Birchwood Homes 
 Carlson Center 
 Denali State Bank 
 Design Alaska 
 Doyon Utilities LLC 
 First National Bank Alaska 
 Kinross Fort Knox Mine 
 Lynden 
 MAC Federal Credit Union 
 Northrim Bank 
 Sumitomo Metal Mining Pogo LLC 
 Usibelli Coal Mine 
 
S I L V E R  
 ACS 
 Alaska Airlines 
 Alaska USA 
 Dr. Christopher Henry – Henry     
          Orthodontics 
 Everts Air Cargo, Everts Air AK 
 Exclusive Paving/Univ. Redi-Mix 
 Fairbanks Natural Gas 
 Flowline Alaska 
 GCI 
 General Teamsters Local 959 
 GVEA 
 Hale & Associates, Inc. 
 JL Properties, Inc. 
 Key Bank 
 Personnel Plus 
 Sam’s Club 
 Shell Exploration & Production Co. 
 Spirit of Alaska FCU 
 Tanana Valley Clinic 
 TDL Staffing 
 Totem Ocean Trailer Express, Inc. 
 Tower Hill Mines-Livengood Gold   
          Project 
     University of Alaska Fairbanks 
 Verizon Wireless 
 WAL-MART Stores, Inc. 
 Yukon Title Company 

 



                      

 

 

Business”, but our mission is made more difficult every year that goes by without action towards a mid-to-
long term energy solution that addresses the high cost of energy for our businesses and residents. 
 
We thank you for your leadership on this critical issue facing our community. The Chamber looks forward 
to being your partner in this “persistent, unrelenting effort” to bring low cost energy to the Interior and 
Rural Alaska. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
     
     

Lisa Herbert     Terri Froese 
Executive Director     Board of Directors, Chair 
 
 

      
    
Bob Shefchik     Anna Atchison 
Energy Committee, Chair    Government Relations Committee, Chair 
 
   
cc:  Lt. Gov. Mead Treadwell 
 Governor’s Chief of Staff, Mike Nizich 
 U.S. Senator Lisa Murkowski 
 U.S. Senator Mark Begich 
 U.S. Representative Don Young 
 Bryan Butcher, Commissioner of Revenue 
 Dan Sullivan, Commissioner of Natural Resources 
 Joe Balash, Deputy Commissioner of Natural Resources 
 Gene Therriault, Deputy Director Statewide Energy Policy Development (AEA) 
 Mark Davis, Deputy Director Infrastructure Development (AIDEA) 
 Jim Strandberg, Energy Development Finance Officer (AIDEA) 
 Interior Delegation 
 Alaska State Legislature 
 Alaska Chambers of Commerce 
 Associated General Contractors 
 National Federation of Independent Businesses 
 Fairbanks Daily News-Miner 
 Membership of the Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce 
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‘

Get gas solution now
Lisa Herbert I Posted: Saturday, February 16, 2013 12:00 am

FAIRBANKS — Last week, more than 20 Fairbanks members, directors and staff advocated for
the Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce’s top priorities in the halls of Juneau and around the
capital city during the annual legislative fly-in. The goal to ensure that Interior and rural
Alaska’s high cost of energy remains at the forefront of our state legislators’ conversations this
session.

This past fall, the chamber’s board deemed “reducing the high cost of energy” to be its top critical
legislative priority for 2013. It’s no secret in our community — rising energy costs are crippling
the Interior’s economic development opportunities and are driving away businesses and residents
across the state. Disposable income continues to dwindle more and more each year, as residents
struggle to pay staggering prices for space heating and electric needs.

While in Juneau, our group was well-received in just about every legislative office when we
talked about the Interior’s energy situation. We met with more than 50 legislators and three
commissioners.

The conversations were different this year. It was clear to me that gas to Fairbanks is something
that is being talked about in all of the offices and halls in Juneau, because, as Fairbanks continues
to suffer, the negative impacts are felt statewide.

What can you do about it? Support the governor’s energy package and encourage the Legislature
to take action this legislative session. The consensus for a near-term, immediate solution has
become trucking liquefied natural gas from the North Slope as a bridge to the long-term solution
of piped natural gas. Gov. Parnell’s proposed energy package will provide relief to Alaska
residents and businesses. The bills, House Bill 74 and Senate Bill 23, are a great start to providing
gas to the Interior, and the trucking of natural gas from the North Slope is broader than just
Fairbanks. As the governor said Tuesday in his presentation to the chamber membership, this
energy package would leverage natural gas for smaller communities and other regions of the state,
it would create a backbone for economic expansion, it would fit in with a gas pipeline plan and it
would be a catalyst for private-sector participation.

How can do we get there? We must continue to have discussions with our elected officials and we
must not lose sight of the goal to get the lowest cost gas to as many Fairbanks and Interior
residents and businesses as soon as possible — most importantly, this legislative session. The
governor stressed during his presentation Tuesday that getting gas to Fairbanks is going to require
“persistent, unrelenting effort and community support.” Let’s make sure we provide that support

http://www.newsminer.comlopinion/communityyerspectives/arficle5b2ca73a-780d- 11 e2... 2/18/2013
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by sending letters, testif’ing before the Legislature and encouraging our friends, families,

neighbors, customers and co-workers to be a part of the process.

Other talking points to consider when communicating with our elected officials include:

• Diesel fuel for heating homes and businesses, at $4 per gallon, equates to approximately $30 per

million Bta

The target of $15 per MIviBtu for delivered natural gas will effectively, after conversion, cut space

heating bills in half— freeing up approximately an additional $200 million annually to circulate

throughout our economy.

• Support for a solution does not require support for a specific entity or contractor to do the work.

Support for and insistence on a solution that meets the economic objectives —$15 per MMBtu

gas, available widely throughout the community as quickly as possible and achieved this session

— is more important.

• A North Slope project will also generate propane that can be used as part of a solution to the

rural energy crisis.

No matter what line of work we are in — whether we are laborers or school teachers, accountants

or lawyers, students or stay-at-home moms or dads — we are all feeling the effects of the high

energy costs. I encourage and implore the members of our community to get involved and help

make a difference. Contact the members of our Interior delegation and make sure that they know

they have your support for bringing home energy relief before this session concludes.

While I am the executive director of the Fairbanks chamber, I’m also a mother to three beautiful

children. I desire for them to have the opportunity to live the life that many of us had been

afforded before staggering energy costs began to cripple our community. I’m not an energy

expert, but I know that something has to happen this legislative session, and I am committed to

remaining engaged in the discussions.

Lisa Herbert is the executive director of the Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce and was

recently named 2013 “Top Forty Under 40” by the Alaska Journal of Commerce. Letters of

support for HBI 74 and SB 23 were sent to the governor’s office by the chamber’s board and

energy and government relations committees. They can be viewed online at

fairbankschamber.orglboardpositions.

http://www.newsminer.conilopinion/community.perspectives/article_Sb2ca73a-780d-II e2... 2/18/2013
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Konrad Jackson

From: Jason <jjjopp@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 12, 2013 10:14 AM
To: Konrad Jackson
Subject: HB 74

Your email of support for this bill is greatly needed.  We need just a few lines on the current situation you are facing with
high energy costs and  how important cheaper energy is to you. 
 
Mr. Jackson, 
 
The energy crisis we are facing is disastrous to so many families. I urge you to support HB 74 in in every way you can. We 
have attempted to supplement our $8000 a year fuel bill By burning what. We have gone through approximately 25 to 
30 cords a year. Not much savings! Every family I know in the Fairbanks North Star Borough would say that energy is 
their number one concern. Let's not wait for the ideal situation to get gas to Fairbanks. Let's do what ever gets gas to 
Fairbanks the soonest, please.  
 
Jason Opp 
 
SPARTAN CONSTRUCTION 
"What's your profession?" 
907‐347‐7378 
For all your building needs.  
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Konrad Jackson

From: Lance Roberts <roberts.lance@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 12, 2013 11:30 AM
To: Konrad Jackson
Subject: HB74 LNG financing

I support HB 74, the bill for financing for the LNG Trucking project, and believe this is a vital component for a 
future natural gas pipeline, since it will start building the volume up in the Interior to help justify a pipeline and 
lower costs. 
 
Please move this bill forward, it's critical for all of us. 
 
Lance Roberts 
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Konrad Jackson

From: Patty Wisel <pwisel07@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 12, 2013 10:18 AM
To: Konrad Jackson
Subject: HB 74

Good morning sir: 
 
Please do every thing in your power to support the passing of HB 74 for funding LNG to Fairbanks.  As I'm 
sure you are aware, our fuel costs are extremely high and are a hardship for many in our community. We have 
to provide cheaper energy options to our community - LNG.   Thank you for your service and support of this 
bill. 
 
Sincerely, 
Patty Wisel 
877 Risse Road 
Fairbanks, AK  99712 
907-488-8878  
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Konrad Jackson

From: Stephen Stidham <stid2677@aol.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 12, 2013 11:25 AM
To: Konrad Jackson
Subject: I support HB 74 Gas Pipeline

Please support HB 74, the ever increasing cost of heating oil is forcing my elderly mother and I to consider 
having to relocate from Fairbanks because we are no longer able to afford to buy heating oil to warm our home. 
We are both disabled and unable to use a wood stove, affordable gas would relieve the hardship we endure 
paying the high cost of heating oil. 
 
Stephen Stidham 
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Konrad Jackson

From: Steve Vincent <SteveV@autotrimdesignalaska.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 12, 2013 10:09 AM
To: Konrad Jackson
Cc: Bob Boswood
Subject: The necessity of HB74

I’d like to voice my support for HB74.  The high cost of energy in Fairbanks is adversely affecting our economy from many 
aspects.  It reduces discretionary income for staples and luxury items alike for all interior Alaskans, it adversely affects the 
bottom line of all businesses reducing the amount of available payroll dollars, and it is driving pioneer Alaskans living on 
fixed incomes out of the State they love and helped tame.  

I realize this is not a quick fix, but it gives hope to those of us struggling to remain here. 

Respectfully, 

Steve Vincent 

 

Steve Vincent 

GM/Dir Operations 

Auto Trim Design of Fairbanks  

2550 S Cushman Street 

Fairbanks, Alaska, 99701 

907-456-8400 voice 

907-456-8406 FAX 

www.autotrimdesignalaska.com 
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Konrad Jackson

From: Susan Risse <susanrisse@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, March 12, 2013 10:50 AM
To: Konrad Jackson
Subject: HB 74

Hello, please support getting gas to Fairbanks.  Our energy costs are crazy.  I don't want to retire out of Alaska, 
and never used to think about it, but living here is very expensive and I think about it now.  Also, in an effort to 
save on heating costs a lot of people are burning wood and it's hurting the air quality.  Please help Alaskans get 
some relief.  Thank you, Susan Risse 
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