











March 31, 2014

Dear Senator Coghill,

I am writing in support of providing completion funding via the capital
budget for Boreal Alaska Learning Adaptation Production (BAKLAP).

As the instructional designer for the project’s K-20 STEAM Education
component, | have seen the direct impacts that BAKLAP has had on the interior
community over the past two years. To date, we have led integrative projects and
activities with thirty teachers in a dozen FNSB schools. The customized lessons are
aimed at meeting the needs of the school, teacher and student body. We have seen
dramatic results with student content retention, an outcome furthered through
creating peer-teaching opportunities across classrooms.

Teachers have added tremendous value to the activities BAKLAP project staff
brings to their school by creating extension acidities that hone critical thinking
skills. In addition, they have begun to develop independent projects associated with
their experiences with BAKLAP. The synergy between BAKLAP staff and Fairbanks
North Star Borough School District teachers has allowed students to participate in
novel citizen science research about the boreal forest (i.e., predicting sap production
in local birch stands as well as investigating competition amongst genetically related
trees).

Completion funding would provide the necessary funds to quantitatively
evaluate the overall effectiveness of the education model that has been developed.
The direction of education in the state of Alaska is at a critical juncture and we hope
to provide a contribution that demonstrates the power of integrative learning as
well as a model for evaluating learning objectives.

[ understand the political climate is currently not ideal for additional
expenditures but this program has demonstrated a highly successful model in
integrative learning by empowering teachers, challenging students, and engaging
community partners. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

“hary Meyers
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Via email:

Jenny MacDougall Apr 11 (1 day ago)

to Rep.Pete.Higgi.

Greetings Representative Higgins,

I am writing in regards to BAKLAP funding. [ am currently a University of Alaska graduate student
participating in BAKLAP's One Tree Program at Tanana Middle School in Fairbanks.

As a pre-service teacher, I have seen an enormous benefit to integrating One Tree lessons into our
classroom. Students find the hands-on, place-based ( local boreal forest) activities highly engaging, and that
interest is sustained throughout the year.

With One Tree's STEAM Education (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, Math) approach, students see
relevancy, can connect their own personal experiences with birch trees, and can connect abstract scientific
concepts. Some of the most striking examples of One Tree engagement have been those with the very quiet

and shy students, as well as the very boisterous students that often have troubles with appropriate
classroom behaviour. These students in particular seem to thrive with One Tree activities and projects.

Please add BAKLAP's CAPSIS request of $700,000 to the capital budget.

I would like my comments to be part of the public record to the House Finance for consideration for the
capital budget.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Jennifer MacDougall

Tanana Middle School, Fairbanks
University of Alaska Fairbanks






March 31, 2014
Dear Legislators,

Greetings I am an 8th grade student at Randy Smith Middle School in Fairbanks. I
am writing to support the One Tree program that is part of BAKLAP (Boreal Alaska:
Learning, Adaptation, Production). In seventh grade Jan Dawe of OneTree came into
my school and gave us the opportunity to do a long-term experiment on birch trees.
This allowed the program to collect data but I think that a more important result
was that it gave lots of kids at my school the chance to do real hands on science. This
was very interesting for us and I was able to do real science. Now I want to be a
scientist when I grow up. In addition to this, the program gave me opportunity to
learn and talk with scientists during the summer at UAF. ] urge to support this
program. It has been life changing for me and many others who have volunteer as
citizen-scientists. Please continue the OneTree program and the BAKLAP program.

Sincerely,
Joey Harun-DeLong

(Original available from Senator Coghill’s archived letters)






6. Provoke ridicule, within Alaska and beyond, that Juneau has commandeered scarce resources to
either:
a. Build a "road to nowhere", or
b. Build a road at public expense to benefit a single private enterprise, the Kensington Mine,
for the few decades that its ore body will last.

7. Be inadequate for anything other than a pioneer roadbuilding project, which would badly damage the
wilderness and recreational values of Berners Bay, and probably to some extent damage its important
biological productivity. A pioneer road will not be commercially useful; we would be back for more
Juneau Access roadbuilding money from Alaska funds, in many future legislatures.

The complete $ 500 million "Road" alternative for Juneau Access Improvement would move the ferry
terminal 55 miles north, decreasing and discouraging Juneau access, especially for legislators. Only those
driving vehicles from Juneau to Haines and beyond will benefit. All others must bear the cost and
inconvenience of transportation to and from the Juneau community. Ferry service to the present Auke
Bay terminal would probably diminish. Juneau would be less accessible than it is now.

Legislative appropriation for the Juneau Access project before the Supplemental EIS is available from
DOTPF is premature and unwise. Is DOTPF withholding the EIS until after this project's inclusion in the
capital budget? If so, why? What don't they want legislators to know? We are grateful for DOTPF's
expertise in designing and managing transportation projects. But, we need to help them direct their
resources, to avoid unintended negative consequences to Alaska, including to Juneau and to other Lynn
Canal communities.

Please relieve the people and community of Juneau from the delusion and distraction that "the road"
extension north of Echo Cove would somehow anchor the Capital in Juneau, so that Juneau's citizens
may instead:

a. Focus our creativity and resources on making Juneau more attractive, resilient, energy-
efficient, sustainable, and visitor-friendly -- a better Capital City and Community in every way, for many
future generations. This will help guide us in our recently-launched "Economic Development Plan",
initiated by the CBJ Assembly.  http://www.juneauecon~~~plan.org/

b. Prevent negative feelings toward Juneau, statewide and nationwide.

Thank you for your consideration.

Bill Leighty
Box 20993, Juneau, AK 99802

I- ) 20€ . .9-5554 cell
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Tanana Chiefs Conference
FY2015 Capital Improvement Project Requests

CIP Requests Not Included in CSSB119 and prioritized

1. Holy Cross Tribal Council - $300,000 for “Multi-Purpose Community Services Facility
Completion Project”. The project is at 80% completion status and CIP funding during 2014 is
required to complete this facility. (District 36/Senate R)

2. Edzeno’ Native Village Council - $200,000 “Nikolai Health Clinic Project”. The Tribe will be
constructing a new clinic during 2014 and requires $200,000 of CIP funds to complete the
construction budget. (District 38/Senate S)

3. Fort Yukon - GZGTC - $100,000 “Sustainable Greenhouse Project”. This CIP request will
fund completion of this project which is 70% complete ($287,000 of EPA funds spent to date).
(District 39/Senate T)

4. Tanana — $140,000 “Village Roads Drainage/Dust Control and Equipment Project”. This is a
health and safety project which leverages $50,000 of BIA Roads funds and supplements the
$40,000 FY2013 CIP for the same purpose. This FY2014 CIP request will complete this project.
(District 38/Senate S)

5. Beaver Traditional Council - $170,000 for “New Housing Initiative”. CIP funds will be used
to leverage $600,000 of HUD funds to build three homes. (District 39/Senate T)

6. Teltin IRA Council - $200,000 “Teltin Village Roads Drainage and Improvements”. Tetlin’s
have residential roads that are in very poor shape and this CIP would make essential
improvements and will also match BIA Roads funding. (District 39/Senate T)

7. Allakaket Traditional Council — $500,000 “New Clinic Project”. The Council is working with
Tanana Chiefs Conference to raise $1,480,000 of non-state funds to construct a new health care
clinic. (District 39/Senate T)

8. Grayling IRA Council - $200,000 CIP “New Housing Initiative”. CIP funds will be used to
leverage $600,000 of HUD funds to build three homes. (District 38/Senate S)

9. Minto Traditional Council - $150,000 “Water/Sewer Improvements Project”. The Council will
utilize the requested make essential improvements to its ageing water plant and sewer system.
(District 38/Senate S)

10. Evansville - $170,000 “New Clinic Project”. The Evansville clinic is in poor condition and
requires replacement. CIP funds will be used to leverage $1.8 million of non-state funds.
(District 39/Senate T)



Tanana Chiefs Conference
Using Capital Improvement Projects Funds To Leverage
Federal and Foundation Funding

Introduction

Over the past four years, TCC has taken a multi-funding approach to financing its villages’
capital projects where small Legislative CIPs which are being used to leverage federal and
foundation funds as follows:

Clinics

Kaltag — New clinic completed in 2012. Utilized $100,000 FY2013 CIP to leverage $2,000,000
of Denali Commission and Indian Health Service funds.

Chalkyitsik — new clinic completed in 2012. Utilized a total of $250,000 of FY2011 and
FY2012 CIPs to leverage $1,900,000 of Denali Commission and Indian Health Service funds.

Koyukuk — new clinic planned for 2014. Utilized a $150,000 FY2013 CIP to leverage
$2,000,000 of Denali Commission and $140,000 Indian Health Service funds. Total of expected
funds to be leveraged $2,150,000.

Tanacross Community Health Center (includes new clinic) currently under construction — have
utilized a FY2012 $500,000 CIP and a FY2013 $600,000 CIP to leverage $500,000 of HUD
Indian Community Development Grant funds, $340,000 of Denali Commission funds, $140,000
of Indian Health Services funds and $400,000 of Rasmusion Foundation funds (pending) totaling
$1,280,000 of leveraged funds.

Allakaket — new clinic project will be utilizing an approved FY2012 $150,000 CIP and FY2013
$170,000 CIP to leverage a $600,000 HUD Indian Community Development Grant funds,
Rasmuson Foundation $430,000, $150,000 Indian Health Service funds (pending) and $300,000
from Murdock Foundation funds (pending). Total of expected funds to be leveraged $1,480,000.

Venetie — new clinic planned for 2013. Utilized a $150,000 FY2011 CIP and a $200,000 FY2013
CIP to leverage $1,850,000 of Denali Commission and $180,000 Indian Health Service funds
(pending). This is the last Denali Commission funded clinic. Total of expected funds to be
leveraged $2,030,000.

Ruby —~ new clinic planned for 2013. Utilized a $170,000 FY2013 CIP to leverage $1,950,000
U.S. Health Resources and Services Administration funds and $160,000 Indian Health Service
funds (pending). Total of expected funds to be leveraged $2,110,000.

Nikolia - Koyukuk — new clinic planned for 2014. Utilizing a $170,000 FY2013and $200,000 of
FY2014 C.. 5 leverage $600,000 of HU™ Indian Community ™ :velopment Block it funds
(approved), $300,000 of Rasmuson Foundation funds, $450,000 Southcentral Foundation
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e The proposed road does not connect with the Alaska Highway. Instead it would end 90 miles
north of downtown Juneau at a remote ferry terminal where travelers would board a first come,
first serve ferry to Haines. Instead of replacing ferries, the project would actually increase ferry
system infrastructure.

e The proposed road would be among the most dangerous in the country with 36 avalanche
chutes along Lynn Canal portion of the road and another 112 geologic hazards along the route. !

e 71 cars a day travelled the Lynn Canal in summer of 2012, less than 50% of the total current
capacity.

e Moving the ferry terminal away from Auk Bay to the remote Katzehin river delta eliminates all
public transportation options and foot traffic.

e The State has already determined how to reduce ferry system operating costs in the Lynn Canal.
The Alaska Class Ferry Day Boats, the first of which went out to bid this spring, will require 1/5™
the crew of a mainline ferry.?

e DOT estimates annual average daily traffic is 670 vehicles as compared to current average daily
traffic for Palmer Wasilla Hwy +12,000, Seward Hwy +45,000, Hoffman Hwy +8000.*

e The Supplemental EIS has been delayed and won’t be released until June 2014 or after. DOT has
also decided to hold-off on releasing accurate cost information. Three different fiscal notes in
the past year have put the project between $424 and $687 million.

e Even with Gov. Parnell and the legislature appropriating an additional $100 million every year
from FY 2011 through FY 2014 on deferred maintenance, the backlog still is over $2 billion °

! Lvnn Canal Highway Phase 1 Zone 4 Geotechnical Investigation, Golder and Associates. December 2006
2014

—e5, moNY of Dames Suthivan









Juneau Access FY2015 Request: $35,000,000

Reference No: 41670
preparation of a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statemeni 3EIS) that is expected to be
completed in August 2014. The East Lynn Canal Highway preferred alternative could begin
construction as early as September 2014. The East Lynn Canal Highway will extend Glacier Highway
50 miles to the north from Echo Cove, around Berners Bay, to a new ferry terminal near located
across Lynn Canal and approximately 3 miles from Haines. Ferry service would connect the new ferry
terminal to Haines and Skagway using the two Day Boat Alaska Class Ferries (ACF).

F ies

State of Alaska Capital Project Sumr  y Departmentof T spc
) 41670

FY15 DOT Capital Budget
2/27/14 2:30:05 PM Page 2



RE TPS 62205 ROSSIA for St Nicholas Preservation

Richard Duuenhauer
3740 N. Douglas Hwy
Juneau, AK 99801
586-4708

[’m here to ask the house finance committee to restore to the budget as much as possible
of TPS # 62205: ROSSIA, Request for preservation work at St. Nicholas Russian
Orthodox Church. This was dropped from the Senate version.

[ realize that given the current financial situation, it is unrealistic to hope for all of the
$50,000 request. but I hope that some of it can be restored.

This would demonstrate State support for preservation of an important historic site in
Juneau, a block from the Capitol, and a major visitor destination. Even a small amount of

legislative support would help us raise additional matching funds.

[ have additional background information on the project if you would like nic to leave it
with you.

Thank you for inviting public testimony.



Anchorage Imagination Library
Testimony on the 2015 Capital Budget to the House Finance Committee
April 14, 2014

ly name is Karen Matthias and | volunteer with the Anchorage Imagination Library
which works to increase children’s literacy by providing books to more than 9,000
children in Anchorage. | am asking you to support the capital request for just $25,000.

All Anchorage children from birth to age 5 are eligible to participate in the program
which works to encourage reading in the home and help prepare children to enter
kindergarten ready to succeed. AlL also organizes free events to give parents tools to
make reading fun and extend the learning. The program cost is just $30 per child for a
book every month for a year.

Part of Best Beginnings, the AlL program is managed and delivered by volunteers. This
keeps administrative costs very low. The state funding would be matched dollar for
dollar with private and local contributions. The monthly invoice for books and postage is
more than $18,000 and growing.

The money provided through the capital budget will go towards continuing to grow the
program, particularly in AlL's target areas: Mountain View, Fairview and Spenard.
Without these funds, AlL could be forced to cap growth and turn away new participants
from a low-cost program that has proven benefits. The program is scalable and all
capital funding will be put toward books and postage.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Karen Matthias

Volunteer and parent

Anchorage Imagination Library
www.anchorageimaginationlibrary.com
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> My personal reasons for the importance of these missions:

>

> STEM/STEAM~—This program trains teachers and students directly and the
> general adult population indirectly and directly. The skills learned,

> among others, (understanding the scientific method, quantitative and
> qualitative observational skills, and critical

> thinking) are essential to good citizenship regardless of one’s work

> or profession. For students with a particular interest in the

> sciences, this program provides early training and an appreciation for
> the importance of this knowledge. The inclusion of the arts through

> STEAM is, | believe, central to a good education. Creative thinking

> can only be achieved by cross-training in the arts and sciences.

>

> Assessment of long-term forest growth—Forest management for sustained
> yield of multiple resources is absolutely dependent on developing an

> understanding of forest development over decades of research and

> observation. The work proposed here will help to meet this requirement
> for sustainable forest resource management.

>

> Thank you.

> John Zasada

>

> (Note: this letter of support is based on my 20+ years of work as a

> research forester with the USDA Forest Service in Alaska

> (1960's-1980’s). For the past 10 years, | have taught birch bark

> weaving and the importance of nontimber forest products in managing
> forests in Fairbanks, Talkeetna, Palmer, and other Alaska communites.
> During my years in Alaska my family was very involved in youth

> education through the 4-H program as it related to forestry and

> agriculture.)



Helen Phillips

From: Jennie Hafele

Sent: Monday, April 14, 2014 12:16 PM

To: House Finance; House Finance Legislation

Cc: Rep. David Guttenberg; Rep. Doug Isaacson; Rep. Eric Feige; Rep. Pete Higgins; Rep.

Scott Kawasaki; Rep. Steve Thompson; Rep. Tammie Wilson; Sen. Click Bishop; Sen. John
Coghill; Sen. Lyman Hoffman; Sen. Pete Kelly

Subject: FW: BAKLAP Capital Budget Support Letter

Attachments: BAKLAP Support RDJ.docx

Please enter into the record the attached testimony to SB 119 in the House Finance Committee dated 4/14/2014

Jennie Hafele

Fairbanks Legislative Information Office

1292 Sadler Way Suite 308

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

Phone: 907-452-4448

Fax: 907-456-3346

Click HERE to visit the Alaska State Legislature Website

Click HERE to watch live streaming of the Alaska State Legislature

Click HERE to send your legislator a Public Opinion Message during session

From: Ryan Jess {rdjess@alaska.edu]

Sent: Monday, April 14, 2014 11:00 AM

To: LIO Fairbanks

Subject: BAKLAP Capital Budget Support Letter

To whom it may concern:

Please :
e Make my comment part of the public record
« Ensure that it is circulated to members of the House Finance Committee
» Distribute to the Interior Alaska Delegation

Thank you,

Ryan Jess

rdjess(@alaska.edu

(907) 474-5395



1 April 2014

Dear Representative Kawasaki ,

[ am writing on behalf the request for funding for the Boreal Alaska—Learning, Adaptation,
Production (BAKLAP) project. BAKLAP is an important teaching resource for the Natural
Resources Career pathways at Effie Kokrine Early College Charter School, through which our
program reaches all facets of science, technology, research, engineering, art, and math
(STREAM). With hands-on, skills-based programs such as BAKLAP, we can prepare our
students for careers in the Natural Resources pathway, one of the fastest growing pathways
today.

Effie Kokrine Charter School opened its doors in 2005 and in 2006 established the first Early
College program in the state of Alaska. Effie Kokrine Early College Charter School serves 168
students in grades 7-12. Our population is 60% Alaska Native and 70% of those students are on
the federal lunch program. These urban youth are at risk of losing traditional knowledge and with
resources like One Tree Alaska and BAKLAP the opportunities for reconnection are limitless.

This year alone, One Tree has devoted one full semester of workshop and STREAM learning
experiences for our middle school students. One Tree, students, and Elders discovered the
riparian zone of nearby Deadman Slough and produced two art projects that blended Western
knowledge with traditional ways of knowing. We look forward to continuing to work with One
Tree as we plan and develop nearby Peirce Park into a citizen science park.

Additionally, biomass is one of the most rapidly rising renewable energy sources in the state.
Alaska needs to support the research and development of sustainable renewable resources. The
future of Alaska will depend on a successful blending of the remaining oil reserves as well as the
developm  of renewable options. We need to i “ill in our students a sense of responsibility for
our natural resources.

While I understand that budgets are tight, I urge you to continue funding this project in order to
see it through to completion. Federal funders view state funding to be a non-federal match,

which will help allocate more federal funds to our university forestry program.

I urge you to help make natural resource management research, education, and outreach more
sustainable in Alaska by approving funding for the BAKLAP program.

Sincerely,

Sue McCullough, Early College Coordinator



Helen Phillips

I
From: Jennie Hafele
Sent: Monday, April 14, 2014 12:19 PM
To: House Finance; House Finance Legislation
Cc: Rep. David Guttenberg; Rep. Doug Isaacson; Rep. Eric Feige; Rep. Pete Higgins; Rep.

Scott Kawasaki; Rep. Steve Thompson; Rep. Tammie Wilson; Sen. Click Bishop; Sen. John
Coghill; Sen. Lyman Hoffman; Sen. Pete Kelly
Subject: FW: BAKLAP Capital Budget Support Letter

Please enter into the record the email below on SB 119 in the House Finance Committee dated 2/14/2014

Jennie Hafele

Fairbanks Legislative Information Office

1292 Sadler Way Suite 308

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

Phone: 907-452-4448

Fax: 907-456-3346

Click HERE to visit the Alaska State Legislature Website

Click HERE to watch live streaming of the Alaska State Legislature

Click HERE to send your legislator a Public Opinion Message during session

From: Jesse Hensel [jesse.hensel@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, April 14, 2014 11:38 AM

To: LIO Fairbanks; Jan Dawe

Subject: BAKLAP Capital Budget Support Letter

Dear Legislative Information Offices,
| want to make the following comment part of the public record. Please circulate my comment
to the House Finance Committee and the Interior Alaska Delegation.

Please continue to fund BAKLAP. I was born and raised in Alaska, but I went out of the state for college and
graduate school. In 2010 OneTree invited me to return to Fairbanks to teach art and science to educators and k-
12 students. I loved doing germination experiments with students of all ages and teaching sculpture, painting,
drawing, weaving and engineering. I was so inspired by the program that I decided to become a classroom
teacher myself. I completed a Masters of Education at UAF and now I teach Kindergarten and First Grade at
Arctic Light Elementary. I continue to incorporate ideas from OneTree in my classroom and I volunteer for the
program. Currently my class is germinating Tamarack, measuring growth, counting leaves, and making
scientific illustrations. If not for OneTree I may well have stayed in New York and never have become a
teacher. OneTree connects hundreds of students to meaningful art and science (that aligns with and expands far
beyond the mandated state standards). Please continue to support this program by including it in the capital
budget.

Sincerely,

Jesse Hensel

www.jessehens~! ~~~




Alaska Professional Design Council PO Box 241851 Anchorage AK 99524
Legislative Liaison Committee Chair, Dale A. Nelson, PE (907) 947-1855

14 April 2014

MEMBER SOCIETIES

Alaska Society of Professional
Engineers

Alaska Society of Professional
Land Surveyors

American Institute of
Architects Alaska Chapter

American Society of Civil
Engineers Alaska Section

American Soclety of
Landscape Architects Alaska
Chapter

American Council of
Engineering Companies of
Alaska

American Society of interior
Designers

Structural Engineers
Association of Alaska

Alaska State Legislature
House Finance Committee

Attention: Representatives Alan Austerman, Bill Stoltze and Mark Neuman and
Members of the House Finance Committee

Re: Funding Support of SB-119 University of Alaska Engineering Buildings on the
Campuses of Anchorage and Fairbanks to “Let’s Finish What We Have Started”

The Alaska Professional Design Council (APDC) is a consortium of professional
societies representing design professionals including architects, engineers, land
surveyors, landscape architects and interior designers. We represent over 6,000
licensed design professionals. APDC collaborates on issues of shared interest
through educational offerings and governmental advocacy. We are deeply rooted in
the business of architecture and engineering, and committed to the long term health
and vitality of our state.

APDC continues to support the University of Alaska in their efforts to develop new
and current facilities to educate future engineers and the Alaska State Legislature in
their continued efforts to provide funding. Alaska faces a serious shortage of design
professionals, especially in anticipation of major projects that will be occurring in the
near future.

These new engineering facilities will provide the University of Alaska at both the
Anchorage and Fairbanks campuses the opportunity to expand their programs
to meet the needs for engineers in the workplace and to provide an environment
to stay current with ever changing technology.

The House Finance Committee has before it SB-119 that falls a little short of full
completion funding for the UAF engineering facilities and we ask your
consideration to review if additions funds may be made available. We are very
appreciative of the Senate’s continued support of the completion funding for the
UAA engineering facilities and ask that this funding amount be supported.

ectful u d;

Dale A. Nelson, P.E., FASCE
Chair, Alaska Professional Design Council
Legislative Liaison Committee

Cell Phone: 907-947-1855

£ I e.l it

CC: Senate Finance Committee:
Senators Kevin Meyer, Pete Kelly and Anna Fairclough


















